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The ability to earn money comes from where?
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"Remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today." - Deuteronomy 8:18
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THE STATEMENT IN DEUTERONOMY 8:18 suggests that God grants people the ability to acquire wealth, specifically the capability to earn money. Money comes through work. In Korean four pillars of destiny, It is said that one can become wealthy by earning money and acquiring assets such as real estate. Money is a result of work. Work can love us back, and abundantly so.
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IF A WOMAN DOES NOT have her own work, she may end up relying on her husband or parents, leading a dependent and precarious life. While everyone is born with different fortunes and innate abilities, it is said that reading about ten thousand books can change one's fate. What becomes of someone who has made such efforts? In my youth, I struggled to find my identity in human relationships, and my self-esteem was barely sustained through my studies, intellect, and work. It is said that a nation that memorizes prayers will not perish. Of course, there is the assistance of fervent prayers to God, but knowing the prayers also increases the likelihood of reading the Bible. The Bible is a book that goes beyond circumstances, providing wisdom to overcome difficulties. I, having read the Bible nearly fifty times over from my twenties to thirties, find self-esteem in the person I have become, having overcome challenges.
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SOME INDIVIDUALS LACK the ability to earn money for themselves or cultivate such skills, resorting to subtly exploiting those around them as their main talent for acquiring wealth. This is the case with our stepmother and her children. My brother, father, and I were usually on the giving end, while our stepmother and her children tended to take advantage by subtly siphoning off resources. I only came to realize this as I grew older—the fact that our stepmother was adept at thievery and opportunism. Confronting the true identity of the stepmother who raised me was an agonizing experience, to the point where it seemed easier for me to accept being the bad person. Facing the essence of it all revealed the truth hidden within all the lies that had remained unresolved, allowing me to break free from the shackles of exploitation and regain wealth through freedom and my own abilities. Strangely, getting closer to my stepmother and her children consistently led to my increasing poverty. Even though my stepmother had no blood ties with me, if such an individual, completely unrelated by blood, takes advantage of my money, it is nothing less than fraud, theft, and exploitation. Among the tactics used, the one that affected me the most was playing the sympathy card by feigning tears. Therefore, I tend to be cautious and skeptical of people who shed tears for sympathy.
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GOD PROVIDES THE ABILITY to earn money, and I believe that this ability comes through connecting with God, tapping into infinite resources, cultivating creative thinking, and expressing those abilities. Whether through reading the Bible or other books, the idea that such abilities can be gained is a compelling argument that leaves no room for excuses. Kim Byung-wan, for instance, worked at Samsung Electronics for 11 years and even reached the position of team leader. One day, he had an epiphany while observing falling autumn leaves and abruptly resigned from his job. He moved to a neighborhood in Busan, lived without a job for three years, endured the cold gaze of being an unemployed person, and astonishingly read almost 10,000 books, writing around 33 books after period. Now, he spreads the power of reading that he experienced to many people. It is said that he earns more than most executives in major corporations today.
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HOWEVER, I BELIEVE that such creative abilities cannot be attained by those with a malicious intent to destroy, lacking belief in their own potential, and seeking to exploit others. I came across this idea on Lawyer Eom Sang-ik's blog. He mentioned that when he was young, he attended a prestigious middle school where many children from affluent families were present. However, true wealth doesn't flaunt itself. One day, a teacher, unaware of the background of a student who displayed no signs of wealth, criticized the student. Later, it was revealed that the student belonged to one of the top conglomerates in Korea. That evening, the teacher went to the student's house, knelt down, and pleaded, pretending to be pitiful, asking only for a franchise. Upon hearing this story, I was reminded of a parachute employee I had encountered at work and a certain employee's behavior.

One repulsive executive had a tendency to build influence by placing capable and well-connected employees under his control. One parachute employee was the daughter of an executive, and she entered the company through her father's connections. Although she had some merits, being an art school graduate, she had plenty of room for improvement on her own. I had seen another art school graduate in a previous company who entered and changed jobs independently, but this individual's father did everything for her. Coming in as a planned employee on assignment, she followed orders and displayed herself well, staying silent and obedient. The executive, with eyes like a snake, recognized his ambition and lured her in, saying, "If you listen to me well, I'll make you a regular employee." Hanging the bait, she willingly sold her soul, growing up in the same materialistic manner under her parents' influence. However, still innocent at that time, the temporary employee forgot about her own abilities and fell for the trap. In seven years, I witnessed how she changed, becoming more cunning and selfish, and saw her soul deteriorate.

On the other hand, there was another employee who entered the company at the same time and caught the eye of the snake-eyed executive. Despite still young and quickly married with children, he seemed to need money more than the unmarried temporary employee. However, even when facing the same proposition and witnessing the executive's dubious intentions, he refused, resigned, and left. This employee was wise, able to distinguish between good and evil, avoid the sinister, and ultimately, did not sell his soul.
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THE TEMPORARY EMPLOYEE who, driven by the desire for success and a prosperous marriage, accepted the position as a planned employee, has now reached the age of forty and still hasn't been able to get married. On the other hand, the employee who rejected the executive's proposal went on to work for a better company and later joined POSCO. This illustrates the consequences of hanging oneself to a position. Even if one gains immediate benefits, life as a whole may become sorrowful. It is said that the paths that appear straightforward, good, and attractive to others ultimately lead to death. Moreover, the road to hell is said to be paved with good intentions. When someone shows kindness, there are always underlying purposes and reasons. Rather than relying on others, we must develop our creative abilities and stand on our own.
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I HAVE COME ACROSS several instances where individuals, often from orphan backgrounds, share their challenging life stories on blogs, accompanied by their bank account numbers, seeking assistance. It has even happened on my blog. While there are various ways to live one's life, I believe in a God who grants the ability to earn money. I think we are born not just to survive but to believe in God, develop our potential, and use our creativity and critical thinking to comfort and help others. Each of us has unique abilities and a calling. If more people focus on standing on their own, creating, generating wealth, and being able to share it, rather than attaching themselves to others to deceive and take advantage, wouldn't society and the nation become more prosperous?
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SOMEONE IN MY HUSBAND'S family told me that those who take things from others live better. I firmly denied it, saying that it wasn't true. Even after repeating it three times, I responded with this saying:

"One who justifies injustice is like a bird sitting on unhatched eggs it did not lay. In his middle age, it will depart, and eventually, he will become a fool." (Based on Jeremiah 17:11)

The bird mentioned here steals others' eggs. In the end, this relative of my husband also caused harm to us. I believed he had schemed or acted deceitfully and decided to cut ties. No matter how much he treasures what he took, it will fly away in the midst of his life. And in old age, he will regret his foolishness. We can earn money through God-given creative and spiritual thinking without resorting to such behavior. This is the era we live in now.
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Love of money and Slave to money
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﻿

"No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money."( Matthew 6:24)
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I LEARNED IN CHURCH not to love money and not to become a slave to it. However, I think I didn't fully grasp the meaning of those words. I interpreted 'not to love money' as a suggestion to not be interested in money, and 'not to become a slave to money' as a warning not to chase after it. It was said that anxiety does not accompany the wealth given by God, and that one's portion is already predetermined. It was advised to seek first the kingdom and righteousness, and to give tithes and offerings correctly. In doing so, everything else will be added unto you. This is how I understood it.
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BUT, TO BE HONEST, I'm not quite sure. Even though I find things difficult and challenging, it seems like God isn't making significant changes to my environment. He seems to be engaged in a great work of salvation and might be exhausted. I work hard in a demanding job to earn money, facing difficulties in relationships, and despite reading the Bible and asking for help, it feels like there's little change or response.
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IN CHAIRMAN KIM SEUNG-ho's writing on the 'Nature of Money,' he mentioned that one cannot become wealthy through prayer alone and that God has entrusted money to people. Although I had never prayed to God to become rich, I fervently prayed for deliverance from all my troubles. Growing up in a family where success was the only criterion, surrounded by adults who favored those with power and money, I lived amidst the struggles. Perhaps, in this secular and materialistic environment, my values, unbeknownst to me, may have been slightly coated with the Bible, yet not fully liberated from worldly and materialistic influences.
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SO, I PONDERED ON HOW I should think about money in order to live not loving it and not being its slave but rather as its master. Jews were almost always wealthy, and even figures like Abraham in the Bible had significant wealth, with a personal army of 318 men in his household. Isaac had such abundant livestock that nearby kings felt constrained. Solomon possessed unparalleled wealth and wisdom, and David, whom God especially loved, was also immensely wealthy. Believing in the Messiah, Jesus Christ, as a descendant of David, and having become a child of God, I thought it was only natural to inherit the richness of that lineage. I believed that, being freed from all curses, material prosperity should naturally accompany my spiritual freedom. However, why then do I find myself living as a slave bound to money?
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN NOT to love money? When you love someone, you don't make them work; you cherish them. However, if you love money, you don't give it work; you hoard it. Not loving and hating
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