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            Christ, being the Creator of all things, assumed the human nature that he himself had created and came to meet us to enrich us with his grace. He set out to bring us out of our miseries, sin and discouragement in order to make us children and heirs of God. He entered our sin-polluted atmosphere in order to take upon Himself our own condemnation so that He might justify us.
This book presents a study of the miracles of Jesus Christ narrated in the Gospel of Matthew, with clear and concise teachings designed for young people and adults who are beginning their biblical learning. It focuses on explaining the events, highlighting the main lessons and offering points for personal reflection and application. A useful resource for growing in the knowledge of the power and love of the Messiah.
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Have you ever stopped to think about those moments when Jesus did things that simply left people open-mouthed? Imagine being there: a blind man suddenly seeing colors, a paralytic getting up and walking, a raging storm calming down with a single command. These are scenes that, even reading them today, make us blink and wonder: how is this possible?

Well, in this book that you have in your hands, we are going to immerse ourselves together precisely in those amazing facts of our Lord Jesus Christ, as told to us by the apostle Matthew. But, mind you, we are not here just to tell ancient tales or to marvel at the impossible as if it were a fantasy movie. No, no! Our great desire, and the main purpose of these pages, is much deeper and more personal.

As your friend and guide in this study, I want us to discover together the heart and purpose behind each of these wonders. For every time Jesus healed someone or demonstrated His power over nature, it wasn't just a display of strength. It was a declaration of who He is-the promised Messiah, the Son of God with all authority-and a palpable display of His immense love and compassion for people like you and me.

I think of you young people and adults who are perhaps just beginning your learning in Bible class, and I understand that sometimes these stories can seem far away or hard to connect with modern life, right? You may be wondering, "Okay, Jesus did wonderful things two thousand years ago, but what does that have to do with me today, with my problems, my joys, my doubts?"

And that's an excellent question! So, as we contemplate each miracle, we're not just going to remember the details of the story. We're going to do something else: we're going to look for those practical lessons, those nuggets of spiritual gold that we can pick up and apply directly to our daily walk. We want these stories to come alive and speak to our hearts, offering encouragement, direction and a stronger faith to face whatever life throws at us.

My hope is that this book will feel like an enjoyable conversation in our Bible class, where together we unravel deep truths but in a simple, clear and, above all, applicable way. You will not find here complicated theological language that will make you frown. On the contrary, my hope is that each chapter will be an invitation to know Jesus better, to trust more in His power and to live with renewed hope.

So, prepare your hearts and minds. Prepare to be surprised once again by the Messiah, our Savior. And together, let us ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten us so that we can see not only the miracles of the past, but how that same power and love of Jesus can work in our lives today.

Let's begin this enriching journey through the miracles of Jesus in Matthew! I am sure it will be a blessing for all of us.
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The most awaited birth
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As we have already pointed out, Christmas commemorates the birth of Jesus the Christ. This was something that the Holy Scriptures had announced in each of their pages and that the people of Israel had been waiting for centuries. But what did they really expect from him?

This is a very important question, and Matthew, one of the evangelists who has transmitted to us the Christmas story as it happened two thousand years ago, begins his gospel by explaining the reason for the coming of the Messiah. Let's see what he says:

(Mt 1:1) "Book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham."

This may not say much to us, but to a Jew versed in the Old Testament, these few words had great implications. Let's see what they were.

1. A New Beginning for Humanity - "Book of Genealogy".

Matthew begins his gospel with a somewhat curious phrase: "Book of genealogy". This is the same phrase that we also find at the beginning of the book of Genesis when it tells us about the descendants of Adam (Gen 5:1). At that time it was about the origin of the human race under the curse of sin, but now, the evangelist clearly intends to make us see that in Jesus there is a new beginning for humanity. He was to be the beginning of a new race of men free from the consequences of sin. If Adam had begotten "sons in his likeness, after his image" (Gen 5:3), so Christ is the last Adam who will beget sons in his likeness (Rom 5:17-19) 1 Cor 15:45). How he would achieve this is the subject of the gospel, but here we already have an advance announcement.

2. A blessing to all mankind - "Son of Abraham".

Another important detail is that the Messiah would be born of Abraham's seed. In fact, he would come to fulfill the promises God had made to the patriarch.

With Abraham, what we might call "the story of promise" had begun. After the dispersion of humanity following the construction of the tower of Babel, God called Abraham to leave his family and his culture in order to establish from him a new people, the nation of Israel. This new people was to be characterized by their nonconformity to the values of the society in which they lived. Abraham was the first of them all, obeying God's call and becoming a pilgrim who looked to the future and awaited God's blessing. This blessing concerned in the first place his descendants and the possession of the promised land. But undoubtedly, God's promise went much further. Abraham was clear and expected more than a few earthly blessings. He was not thinking of establishing in this world a city or civilization like those that already existed, but "he looked for the city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Heb. 11:10). Abraham was a man who was not content with the present but looked to the future. He has rightly been called the "father of faith" because his example inspired and continues to inspire millions of people around the world. But not only that, God made him a promise that would transcend all temporal, earthly or racial boundaries. God told him: "In your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed" (Gen 22:18).

Now, there was a problem here, because Sarah, his wife, was barren and could not bear children (Gen 11:30). Moreover, time was passing and they grew old, to the point where Sarah had "ceased the habit of wives" (Gen 18:11). At that point they both began to get nervous and devised a humane solution: Sarah would give Abraham her handmaid Hagar to bear with her the child they were expecting. Today we would say that they looked for a surrogate womb. But Abraham had to learn a fundamental lesson: if God had allowed his wife to be sterile or to grow old, it was because he wanted to make it clear beyond any doubt that the birth of the child of promise would be a divine work, not a human one.

Finally God intervened, and against all odds, Sarah had Isaac in her old age. Before that Abraham had had Ishmael, the son of Hagar, and after Sarah died, Abraham took Keturah with whom he had six other children (Gen 25:1-2). But God's blessing would only come through the "son of promise," that is, through Isaac. Although in reality, it would not be exactly through Isaac, but through a descendant of his.

This descendant would be the Christ, as the apostle Paul clearly explained:

(Gal 3:16) "Now to Abraham were the promises made, and to his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as though he spake of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ."

Thus, from that time the Jews had been waiting for the descendant of Abraham and Isaac in whom God's blessing would be made effective to all nations.

Regarding this promise of universal blessing for all nations, it is important to emphasize that it encompassed much more than the limited promises that Abraham received of an earthly descendant or the possession of a certain national territory. It is interesting to read carefully Galatians 3 where Paul develops this theme to realize that this blessing implies justification of our sins through faith, liberation from the curse of the law, receiving the promise of the Holy Spirit and being made heirs of the world.

That in Abraham's seed there would be blessing for all nations was fulfilled in Christ. Let us note that at his departure from this world he commanded his disciples to preach the good news of the cross and resurrection to "all nations" (Mt 28:16-20).

3. The Expected King - "Son of David".

As we will see a little later, the whole structure of the genealogy presented by Matthew is determined by the figure of King David. This was logical, since as before to Abraham, God had also made promises to David that he had never made to anyone else. What were these promises? We can read them in:

(2Sam 7:8-16) "Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts: I took thee from the sheepfold, from behind the flock, that thou shouldest be ruler over my people, over Israel; and I have been with thee in all that thou hast walked, and have destroyed all thine enemies before thee, and have given thee a great name, as the name of the great ones that are in the earth. Moreover I will set a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in their place, and be no more removed, neither shall the wicked afflict them any more, as at the first, since the day that I set judges over my people Israel; and I will give thee rest from all thine enemies. And the LORD also will let thee know that he will make thee an house. And when thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will raise up after thee one of thy seed, which shall come forth out of thy body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. And if he do evil, I will chastise him with the rod of men, and with the scourging of the sons of men: but my mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before thee. And thy house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thy face, and thy throne shall be established for evermore."

This is a very important promise and for this reason it is repeated several times in other parts of the Scriptures (Ps 89) (1 Chr 17:1-27). As we see, God promised to raise up a descendant for David and to establish his throne for all eternity.

Unfortunately, due to the wickedness of many of David's descendants, God delivered them into the hands of various Gentile powers that oppressed them. For six centuries no legitimate descendant of King David had sat on the throne of Israel. In fact, at the time the Lord Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, the Jewish people were under the domination of the Roman Empire. We can imagine the longing with which those Israelites would be awaiting the arrival of the son promised to David.

For this reason, when Jesus began his public ministry, people began to ask: "Could this be the son of David" (Mt 12:23). Others, however, went much further and directly recognized him as the "son of David" (Mt 15:22) (Mt 20:30) (Mt 21:9).

Now, we can understand the enthusiasm that the Lord Jesus Christ aroused among the crowds, and that many of them identified him as the long awaited son of David, but was Jesus really the Christ, the Messiah? Evidently Matthew believes he was, and in fact, as we have read, he refers to him as "Jesus Christ", which unifies his name, "Jesus" with the title "Christ". But as we say, it is easy to make statements of this kind, but it is quite another thing to prove it. That is what Matthew is going to do next.
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The King's credentials
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In the first two chapters of his Gospel, Matthew demonstrates that Jesus fulfilled to the letter all that the Old Testament prophets had said about his birth. This included that he would be of the lineage of Abraham and David, that he would be born of a virgin (Mt 1:23) (Is 7:14), and that he would be born in the town of Bethlehem (Mt 2:6) Mic 5:2).

We know that in those days there were many who claimed to be the Messiah. They were people with a certain charisma who were able to easily influence those people who were disenchanted with the situation, but the true Messiah had to fulfill certain requirements that were beyond the control of any man, such as the lineage he would come from, the way he would be born and even the place where he would be born. These are details that none of us have been able to control when we were born into this world.

It is true that in those days of oppression, the Jews were impatiently awaiting the arrival of their Messiah and were willing to accept anyone who proposed to free them from the hated Roman yoke, but if they did not want to be disappointed, they would have to wait for the true Messiah of God. And to identify him correctly they would have to make sure that he fulfilled all those requirements that the Scriptures had said about him.

Matthew was a serious man and was not willing to follow the first one who presented himself as the Messiah, as in fact many of his Jewish contemporaries did (Acts 5:36-37). So, if he had come to the conclusion that Jesus was the expected Messiah, it was because he had previously checked his credentials and these had fully convinced him.

He will now demonstrate that the birth of Jesus was the result of divine preparations unique in history.
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Regarding the Festivity
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In many countries December 25 is a holiday when millions of people celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem two thousand years ago. Well, at least this is the theory, because in practice, what are the ideas that really come to our minds when we think of Christmas? If we are honest, for most people, Christmas evokes thoughts that have little or nothing to do with the birth of Jesus.

During these days, many of our cities get ready by placing flashy lights in their most crowded streets, while families shop for the great feast where they will taste the typical Christmas dishes. In the streets and houses, Christmas carols are played while many decorate their Christmas trees and prepare their nativity scenes. Shopping malls are launching their Christmas campaigns to attract shoppers looking for gifts for family and friends. Of course, there will be no shortage of people dressed as Santa Claus encouraging shopping or receiving lists of requests from children. In Spain, we will be bombarded with National Lottery ads reminding us of the Christmas draws. And curiously, neighbors and co-workers, who normally never greet us, will send us smiling Christmas greetings. We will also receive lots of mail with Christmas greeting cards decorated with snowmen, Christmas trees or the silhouettes of the wise men from the East traveling on their camels. On TV we may see special Christmas programs; perhaps a concert, comedy shows, musicals or variety shows with the best known faces on TV.

Now, is all this really done in honor of Christ? Certainly not. Everything indicates that it is just another holiday in which materialism is worshipped. And although there is talk of the "Christmas spirit" that seeks to show solidarity with those most in need, the truth is that most people only think about fun, gifts, food and drink. There are many who do not care what is being celebrated; they do not care if it is a religious holiday like Christmas or Easter, or a pagan holiday like Carnival or Halloween. They want to have fun and don't want to think about anything else. And in the midst of all this, the great ignored one is the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, there is no doubt that if there is any central character in Christmas, it is Santa Claus.

It is true that some people talk about preserving certain Christmas traditions, but they think of things that have no relation to what the Bible teaches us about Christmas: Christmas trees, special decorations, gifts for each member of the family, typical Christmas foods, drinks and sweets, socks hanging on the chimney, candy canes, Christmas cards, letters to Santa Claus, kisses under the mistletoe.... In fact, to understand what Christmas really means, we will have to make a serious effort to detach ourselves from many of these non-biblical traditions that have accumulated over the centuries and thus be able to look again with simplicity at the Gospel accounts that remind us of the Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. This should lead us to a time of reflection to think seriously about what God has been willing to do for us, and even more, to surrender to him in adoration for all of it.
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