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  Chapter one
Stonehenge: A Mysterious Overview


The first glimpse of entity["pointofinterest","Stonehenge","prehistoric monument wiltshire england"] rarely happens all at once. The land rises gently, almost shyly, and the horizon seems empty except for sky and grass. Then, as you walk a little farther, the shapes begin to form. Dark uprights against the light. Straight lines where no straight lines should be. Stone balanced on stone. It feels less like discovering a ruin and more like noticing something that has been watching you approach all along. 
From a distance the monument appears simple, even modest. A loose ring of weathered blocks on an open plain. But as you draw closer, scale begins to shift your sense of proportion. Each stone is taller than a person, broader than an embrace, heavier than anything you could imagine lifting with bare hands. The surface is rough beneath your fingertips, pitted and scarred by wind, frost, and time. Lichen clings to the cracks. Rainwater darkens the hollows. These are not decorative stones. They are ancient, practical, stubborn things, shaped by both nature and human effort.
Standing here, it is easy to understand why the place has inspired so many stories. The monument feels deliberate. Intentional. It does not look like something that simply happened. It looks planned, measured, raised with care. Even before we ask who built it or why, we sense that it mattered deeply to the people who stood here long before us.
The mystery begins with that feeling.
For thousands of years, this circle has outlasted the generations that created it. Languages have changed. Beliefs have shifted. Entire cultures have risen and faded. Yet the stones remain, quiet and patient, holding their ground through storms and seasons. Because the original builders left no written records, we meet them only through what they left behind: stone, earth, ash, fragments of bone, the faint lines of old pathways worn into chalk soil. From these traces, a picture slowly emerges.
Stonehenge was not built in a single moment of inspiration. It was not the work of one leader or one group. Instead, it grew over many lifetimes. The earliest phase began as a circular ditch and bank cut into the earth, forming a boundary that marked this place as special. Later, timber posts may have stood here. Only after generations did the great stones arrive, rearranged and refined again and again. What we see today is the result of centuries of adjustment, as if each generation added its own sentence to a long, ongoing conversation.
That slow evolution tells us something important. This was not a casual structure. It was a commitment. People returned here year after year, century after century, investing time, labor, and skill. To shape the earth with antler picks and stone tools. To haul massive blocks across miles of countryside. To raise them upright with ropes, ramps, and coordinated strength. These tasks required planning and cooperation on a scale that suggests a strong, organized community.
When we imagine the builders, it helps to set aside the old habit of picturing “primitive” people. There was nothing crude about what happened here. These were farmers, craftspeople, families who understood their environment intimately. They knew the rhythm of the seasons, the behavior of animals, the qualities of different types of stone. They observed the sky closely enough to notice where the sun rose and set at different times of year. Their knowledge was practical, earned through experience, and passed down carefully.
If you linger long enough, you begin to sense how the landscape itself shaped their choices. The monument does not stand alone. The surrounding plain rolls outward in soft curves, dotted with burial mounds and faint earthworks. Paths lead toward water. Distant ridges frame the horizon. This was never just a circle of stones dropped randomly into a field. It was part of a larger ceremonial landscape, a network of meaningful places connected by movement and memory.
Imagine approaching the site thousands of years ago. The journey might have taken hours or days. People would travel together, carrying food, tools, perhaps offerings. As they neared the circle, the stones would slowly rise into view just as they do now. Fires might flicker. Voices might echo. The space inside the ring would feel different from the open land outside, set apart, enclosed without walls. Entering it would mark a transition from everyday life into something more symbolic.
Archaeological discoveries suggest that gatherings here were not small or secretive. Remains of feasting, traces of cooking, and evidence of burials hint at communal events tied to both celebration and remembrance. Life and death seem to have shared this ground. The monument may have served as a meeting place where families honored ancestors, marked seasonal changes, and reinforced social bonds. Rather than a single-purpose structure, it was likely many things at once: a ritual center, a calendar of sorts, a memorial, a place to belong.
Over time, as the original meanings faded, new interpretations grew. Later cultures looked at the stones and asked the same questions we ask today. Without direct knowledge, they filled the gaps with legend. Associations with ancient priests, magic, and mystery took root. These stories became part of the monument’s identity, even though the stones themselves are older than many of the traditions attached to them. The tension between evidence and imagination has followed Stonehenge ever since.
Yet perhaps that is part of its power. Stonehenge sits at the meeting point between what we can prove and what we feel. Science measures the age of charcoal and bone. Geology traces the origins of the stones. Careful excavation maps postholes and ditches. At the same time, standing here stirs something less measurable: a sense of continuity, of standing where countless others have stood, looking at the same sky.
The wind crosses the grass just as it did five thousand years ago. Clouds drift overhead in familiar patterns. The sun rises and sets along the same paths. The people who built this place watched those same cycles, worried about the same winters, celebrated the same returns of light. The stones become a bridge across time, reminding us that despite the distance between their world and ours, we share the same human impulses to gather, to remember, to make meaning.
In that way, Stonehenge is both monument and mirror. It reflects the ingenuity of its builders, the depth of their beliefs, and the layers of interpretation added by every generation since. It invites us not only to ask what it was, but to consider why humans everywhere feel compelled to mark certain places as special. To build something that says, simply and powerfully, we were here.
And as you stand within the circle, surrounded by weathered stone and open sky, the mystery does not feel like a problem to solve. It feels like an invitation to listen more closely to the past, to walk the landscape with care, and to recognize that these silent stones still have stories left to tell.






  
  Chapter two
Theories about Stonehenge’s Purpose


There is a quiet moment that often comes when you stand within entity["pointofinterest","Stonehenge","prehistoric monument wiltshire england"], when the first rush of awe settles and the questions begin to rise. You look at the uprights and lintels, at the careful shaping of stone against sky, and a simple thought forms: this must have been for something. No one moves rocks of this size, no one labors for generations, without a reason that reaches deep into the heart of their world. 
The purpose is not written anywhere. There is no carved plaque left behind, no inscription telling us what the builders intended. Instead, we are left with traces. Holes in the chalk where posts once stood. Fragments of pottery. Ash from ancient fires. Human bones placed deliberately in the ground. The angle of stones aligned with the path of the sun. These clues do not give us a single answer. They offer possibilities. And so the story of Stonehenge has always been a story of theories, each one a different way of reading the same landscape.
Walking the circle slowly, it helps to imagine the monument not as a puzzle to solve but as a place that served many purposes at once. Modern life encourages us to separate things neatly: a building is either a temple or a cemetery or an observatory. But ancient communities rarely divided their world so strictly. Life, death, ceremony, and timekeeping likely blended together here, woven into the same rituals.
One of the strongest and most enduring ideas is that Stonehenge functioned as a ceremonial or ritual center. This theory rests on both logic and evidence. The effort required to build the monument suggests that it mattered deeply to the people who created it. Large communal projects usually carry spiritual or social significance. You do not gather hundreds of people to move stones simply for decoration. You do it because the place anchors your identity.
Excavations have uncovered human remains in and around the site, some of the earliest phases of Stonehenge including cremation burials. The circle, in its beginnings, may have been closely tied to the dead. When you stand there and look across the surrounding fields, you notice the low humps of burial mounds scattered across the horizon. The entire landscape feels like a memory field, a place where ancestors were honored and remembered. It is easy to picture families returning year after year, carrying ashes or bones, placing them carefully in the earth, speaking names into the wind.
From this perspective, Stonehenge becomes less of a mysterious machine and more of a gathering place, a sacred ground where the living met the dead. The stones might have marked a boundary between worlds, a space set apart for reflection, grief, and continuity. The monument would then serve as a kind of anchor for community memory, reminding each generation of those who came before.
Yet another theory shifts our gaze upward, away from the ground and toward the sky. If you arrive at the circle at dawn during midsummer or at sunset in midwinter, something subtle but striking occurs. The sun lines up with specific points in the monument. Its light passes between stones or over particular markers in a way that feels deliberate rather than accidental. These alignments have led many to see Stonehenge as a form of ancient observatory or calendar.
Imagine living in a world without clocks or printed calendars. Your survival depends on knowing when to plant crops, when to harvest, when animals migrate, when winter will tighten its grip. The sky becomes your guidebook. The sun’s path along the horizon changes slowly through the year, and careful observers notice these shifts. By marking those positions with stones, you create a stable reference point. A way to say: this is the longest day, this is the shortest night, this is the turning of the year.
In this light, Stonehenge could have functioned as a monumental timekeeper. Not a precise instrument in the modern sense, but a grand, communal marker of seasonal change. People might have gathered here at key moments in the year to celebrate the return of light or to prepare for the coming cold. The stones would help fix those moments in memory, turning astronomical events into shared experiences.
But even this theory does not exclude the others. A place that tracks the sun could also host rituals. A calendar can also be sacred. The ancient mind likely did not separate science from spirituality the way we sometimes do. Watching the sky was not merely practical. It was meaningful. The movements of the heavens might have been seen as expressions of cosmic order, something to honor rather than simply measure.
There are additional ideas, too, quieter but intriguing. Some researchers suggest Stonehenge may have served as a place of healing. The unusual origin of certain stones, transported from distant regions, might have given them special significance. Perhaps people believed these stones carried particular powers or qualities. Perhaps the journey itself, traveling from far away to reach this place, was part of the ritual. Evidence of injuries and illnesses among some of the buried individuals has led to speculation that people came seeking cures or blessings.
Other interpretations focus on social and political roles. Large monuments often help unify scattered communities. By cooperating on construction and meeting regularly at the site, groups strengthen bonds, share resources, arrange marriages, and settle disputes. Stonehenge could have been a focal point for gatherings that were as much about society as spirituality. A place where alliances formed and identities were reinforced.
When you think of it this way, the monument feels less like an isolated temple and more like a crossroads. Not just of paths across the landscape, but of ideas, families, and traditions. The circle becomes a stage on which many aspects of life played out together.
It is important, though, to tread carefully. Some interpretations drift too far into imagination, attributing precise knowledge or exotic functions without strong evidence. The temptation to turn Stonehenge into something magical or technologically advanced can overshadow the very real achievements of the people who built it. They did not need mysterious forces to accomplish this. They needed planning, cooperation, and patience.
The most convincing explanations are often the simplest. A place to gather. A place to remember the dead. A place to watch the sky and mark the seasons. A place that tied a community to the land and to each other.
As we walk around the stones, the wind moving softly through the grass, it becomes clear that the monument’s purpose was probably not singular. It likely changed over time. What began as a burial ground may have evolved into a ceremonial center. What served one generation as a calendar may have served another as a symbol of identity. Meanings accumulate the way lichen grows on stone, layer by layer.
Perhaps that is why the question of purpose still feels alive. Stonehenge refuses to fit neatly into one category because human life itself rarely does. It held ritual, memory, astronomy, and community all at once. It was practical and sacred at the same time.
And so, rather than asking what Stonehenge was for, it may be gentler, and more accurate, to ask how it was lived with. How people gathered here at dawn. How they carried their dead along these paths. How they watched the sun rise between stones they or their ancestors had set in place. How the monument shaped their understanding of time, of loss, of belonging.
In that lived experience, the purpose of Stonehenge begins to feel less like a riddle and more like something deeply human: the desire to anchor meaning in the landscape, to mark the passing of days and generations, and to create a place where the sky, the earth, and the memory of ancestors meet.






  
  Chapter three
Dating Stonehenge: Archaeological Findings


When you first approach entity["pointofinterest","Stonehenge","prehistoric monument wiltshire england"], it has a way of collapsing time. The stones look so solid, so permanent, that it is easy to imagine they have always been here, unchanged and eternal. The wind moves through the grass as it must have thousands of years ago. Clouds pass overhead. Skylarks rise and fall. The monument feels outside of history, as if it belongs more to myth than to measurable years. 
But archaeology has a different way of looking at things. Instead of timelessness, it searches for sequence. Instead of legend, it looks for layers. The ground beneath our feet becomes a kind of quiet archive. Every ditch, every posthole, every fragment of charcoal or bone is a sentence in a long story. And slowly, patiently, those sentences have allowed us to answer one of the most important questions of all: when was Stonehenge actually built?
As we walk around the site in our minds, imagine peeling back the earth like pages in a book. The monument you see today is not a single act of construction. It is the result of many stages, spread across well over a thousand years. That realization alone changes everything. Stonehenge was not built in one dramatic moment by one generation. It grew, shifted, and evolved. It was added to, reimagined, and reused. In that sense, it is less a structure and more a long conversation between people and place.
The earliest evidence takes us back to around 3000 BCE, deep into the late Stone Age. At that time, there were no towering stone trilithons yet, no great lintels spanning the uprights. Instead, the first version of the site was humbler but still purposeful: a large circular ditch and bank cut into the chalk, forming an enclosure. If you picture it, it might have looked like a wide ringed boundary, a marked space set apart from the surrounding landscape.
Archaeologists uncovered this early phase through careful excavation of the ditch and the pits around it. In the soil were tools made of deer antler, used for digging, along with fragments of pottery and organic material. These items could be dated using radiocarbon methods. By measuring the slow decay of carbon within once-living materials, scientists could estimate how long ago those objects were buried. The results consistently pointed to the late fourth millennium BCE. That is when the first earthwork circle was created.
Inside that early enclosure were a series of pits now known as the Aubrey holes. For a long time, their purpose was uncertain. But when cremated human remains were found within several of them, the picture shifted. Stonehenge, at least in its earliest phase, seems to have been used as a burial ground. The dates from these cremations confirm that people were bringing their dead here very early in the monument’s life.
Standing with that knowledge, the place feels different. You are not simply in the presence of architecture. You are walking through what was once a cemetery, a sacred resting place. The dating evidence anchors the emotion. These were real individuals who lived and died nearly five thousand years ago.
Several centuries later, another transformation occurred. The great stones that most people associate with Stonehenge were not part of the original design. They came later, during the early Bronze Age. This is where archaeology becomes almost detective work. Stone itself cannot be dated directly, but the materials around it can. Charcoal from construction fires, antler picks used to dig stoneholes, and discarded tools left in the trenches all provide clues.
By dating these surrounding materials, researchers determined that the first stones, often called bluestones, were erected around 2500 BCE. The holes dug to hold them still preserve traces of the work. You can almost picture the labor: chalk scraped away, ropes straining, voices shouting instructions. The antler picks left behind, buried in the fill, became time capsules. When dated, they revealed when the digging took place.
Soon after, the larger sarsen stones were added. These are the massive uprights and lintels that define the iconic shape of the monument. Again, the evidence comes not from the stones themselves but from what was trapped beneath and around them. The packing material in the stoneholes, the broken tools, the layers of soil disturbed during construction all speak quietly of their age. Radiocarbon testing of organic remains places this major building phase in roughly the same period, around the mid-third millennium BCE.
It is humbling to realize that the Stonehenge we recognize today largely dates to that era. When the pyramids were rising elsewhere in the world, communities here were shaping and raising these stones with nothing more than wood, rope, and stone tools. Dating methods allow us to place these events side by side in history, turning what feels distant into something surprisingly connected.
What is perhaps most fascinating is that construction did not simply stop. The monument continued to change. Stones were rearranged. Some were removed and re-erected. New pits were dug. Pathways were extended. The site remained active for centuries. Later artifacts, including tools and deposits, show activity well into the second millennium BCE. Stonehenge was not abandoned immediately after it was built. It lived on, generation after generation.
Archaeological dating also extends beyond the stones themselves into the wider landscape. Nearby burial mounds, processional avenues, and settlement traces have all been dated using the same methods. Together, they reveal that Stonehenge was part of a much larger complex. The monument’s timeline overlaps with that of houses, feasting sites, and other ceremonial structures. This was not an isolated shrine in an empty field. It stood at the heart of a thriving, changing community.
Walking through this imagined landscape, you begin to feel the rhythm of time. A ditch dug here. A burial placed there. Stones erected centuries later. Paths worn into the chalk by countless feet. Dating evidence stitches these moments together into a continuous thread. Without it, Stonehenge would float in a vague prehistoric haze. With it, the monument becomes grounded, human, and specific.
It is important to remember that dating is not guesswork or legend. It is careful science, built from multiple methods that cross-check one another. Radiocarbon dating, stratigraphy, artifact typology, and soil analysis all contribute pieces to the puzzle. When they agree, confidence grows. When they disagree, new questions arise. The process is slow and meticulous, but it gives us something precious: a timeline.
And that timeline tells us something deeply meaningful. Stonehenge was not built by the druids of later tradition, nor by medieval hands, nor by any mysterious lost civilization. It belongs firmly to the Neolithic and Bronze Age communities who lived, farmed, mourned, and celebrated on this land thousands of years before written history here began.
As we stand in imagination beside the stones, knowing their age, they feel both older and closer. Older, because five thousand years stretches far beyond anything we usually grasp. Closer, because the people who built them suddenly feel real. They left fingerprints in the soil, tools in the ditches, ashes in the pits. Their lives are recorded not in ink but in earth.
Dating Stonehenge does more than satisfy curiosity. It anchors the monument in the flow of human time. It reminds us that this place was shaped gradually, lovingly, repeatedly. Each generation added something, reinterpreted something, remembered something. The stones are not a frozen relic from a single moment. They are the accumulated memory of centuries.
And once you see that, the circle no longer feels like an isolated mystery. It feels like a long story still unfolding beneath your feet, written layer by layer in chalk and bone and charcoal, waiting for careful hands to read it.






  
  Chapter four
Influence of Stonehenge on Popular Culture


Stand at the edge of entity["pointofinterest","Stonehenge","prehistoric monument wiltshire england"] on a quiet morning and it feels ancient beyond words, older than memory, older than language. Yet somehow, this same circle of stones lives vividly in the modern imagination. It appears on postcards and book covers, in classrooms and documentaries, in songs, stories, and daydreams. Few prehistoric places have traveled so far beyond their landscape. Few have become such powerful symbols. 
It is a strange and beautiful contradiction. Stonehenge is rooted deeply in one patch of chalk downland, but culturally it is everywhere. You can encounter it without ever setting foot near the stones themselves. Its outline is instantly recognizable: the uprights, the lintels, the open sky framed in stone. That silhouette has become shorthand for mystery, antiquity, and the distant past. In many ways, Stonehenge has stepped out of archaeology and into myth, then from myth into everyday life.
If we walk together through the story of its influence, you begin to see how this happened gradually. The monument did not simply become famous overnight. Its journey into popular culture has been layered, much like the monument itself.
For centuries after its original builders were gone, the stones stood as a puzzle to later generations. Medieval travelers speculated about giants or lost kings. Early chroniclers folded the monument into grand legends, linking it with heroic figures and magical acts of construction. These tales were not based on excavation or science, but they were powerful. They gave people a way to explain something that seemed otherwise impossible.
Those early stories mattered because they kept Stonehenge alive in collective memory. Even when knowledge of its true age was lost, the site was never forgotten. It remained a place of wonder, a landmark that demanded explanation. And once printing spread and books became common, those legends traveled further. Illustrations of the stones appeared in manuscripts and later in widely circulated volumes. The monument began to exist not just as a place you visited, but as an image you carried in your mind.
By the time scholars began studying the site more carefully, measuring stones and mapping the earthworks, Stonehenge had already become a cultural icon. Painters were drawn to it. Imagine the scene: a wide sky, shifting clouds, sheep grazing in the distance, and those dark stones rising from the grass. Artists returned to this view again and again, capturing it in different moods, different seasons, different light. Through their work, the monument took on emotional weight. It became not just a structure, but a feeling, a symbol of endurance and solitude.
Later, with the rise of photography, that image spread even more widely. A single photograph could be reproduced thousands of times. Suddenly, people who had never traveled beyond their own towns could see Stonehenge clearly. The stones entered family albums, travel guides, and classroom walls. The monument became familiar, almost personal.
At the same time, archaeology was beginning to reveal the true depth of its past. Excavations uncovered burials, tools, and evidence of careful planning. Dates were pushed back thousands of years. The realization that these stones were older than many famous civilizations only deepened public fascination. The monument was not just picturesque. It was profoundly ancient.
This combination of science and mystery proved irresistible to storytellers. Stonehenge started appearing in novels, poems, and later in radio dramas and films. Writers used it as a setting whenever they needed a place that felt timeless or otherworldly. The stones became a stage for imagination. Tales of hidden knowledge, forgotten rituals, and ancient wisdom gathered around the circle.
Not all of these portrayals were accurate, of course. Popular culture often blends fact with fantasy. Stonehenge has been depicted as a place of magic, prophecy, or supernatural events. While archaeology gives us a more grounded picture of farming communities, ritual gatherings, and careful engineering, the symbolic power of the monument invites creative interpretation. The stones seem to ask for stories.
And yet, even these imaginative versions serve a purpose. They keep the monument relevant. They invite new generations to look closer, to ask questions. A fictional story set among the stones might be someone’s first introduction to the site, the spark that leads them to learn the real history later.
Music, too, has embraced Stonehenge. The monument often stands in for ideas of heritage and deep roots. Songs reference it as a marker of time, endurance, or connection to the land. Its name alone carries emotional weight. Say it aloud and it feels heavy with centuries. It conjures images of mist, dawn light, and ancient footsteps.
Then there is tourism, a modern form of cultural influence that reshapes the landscape in its own way. Visitors from around the world travel to stand where we are standing, to see with their own eyes what they have known only through images. For many, it feels like a pilgrimage. Cameras click, conversations hush, and for a moment people simply look. The monument that lived first in books and screens becomes real stone under an open sky.
These visits create new memories and new stories. People share photographs, write blogs, talk about the experience with friends. Stonehenge continues to circulate through culture, not as a relic, but as a living place. Each visitor adds another layer to its modern identity.
What is most striking is how the meaning of the monument has shifted over time. To its builders, it may have marked ceremonies, ancestors, or celestial events. To later communities, it became a legendary construction tied to heroic tales. To scholars, it is a key to understanding prehistoric life. To artists and writers, it is a symbol of mystery and endurance. To travelers, it is a destination and a memory.
All of these meanings coexist. None fully replaces the others.
As we stand here together, the wind moving through the grass and the stones casting long shadows, it becomes clear that Stonehenge’s influence on popular culture is not separate from its history. It is simply the latest chapter. Just as ancient communities reshaped the monument by adding stones or digging ditches, modern society reshapes it through stories, images, and ideas.
The circle has always gathered people, whether for ritual, remembrance, or curiosity. Today it gathers artists, filmmakers, readers, and dreamers. The tools have changed, but the impulse is the same. We look at these stones and feel something stir. We want to interpret, to explain, to connect.
In that sense, Stonehenge remains what it has always been: a meeting place between earth and sky, between past and present, between reality and imagination. Its influence on popular culture is simply proof that the conversation is still going on, that the monument continues to live not only in the soil of the landscape but in the shared mind of the world.






  
  Chapter five
The Origins of Stonehenge


When we speak about the beginnings of entity["pointofinterest","Stonehenge","prehistoric monument wiltshire england"], it helps to slow our pace and imagine the land before the stones, before the ditches, before any human hand marked the chalk. The wind would have moved freely over the hills. Grasses bent in long silver waves. Red deer and wild cattle crossed the open ground. There were no roads, no fences, no signs to tell anyone they had arrived somewhere important. And yet, even then, this place mattered. 
If you stand here quietly and look outward, you begin to understand why. The horizon is wide and gently curved. The sky feels enormous. Sunrises and sunsets stretch across the land without obstruction. It is a natural stage, a place where light performs its slow, dependable rituals. Long before stones were raised, people must have noticed that the sun rose and set in particular ways here, that the seasons announced themselves clearly. The landscape itself invites attention.
The origins of Stonehenge do not begin with stone at all. They begin with people.
Thousands of years ago, small communities moved across this region. They were farmers and herders, clearing woodland, tending animals, planting crops in the thin chalk soils. Their lives were practical and grounded in daily survival, but they were also observant and symbolic. Like all human societies, they marked important places. They buried their dead with care. They gathered for feasts and ceremonies. They shaped the land to reflect their beliefs.
Long before the first stones appeared, there were already signs that this ground held special meaning. Archaeological traces show that the wider area had been used for generations. Tools, pits, and scattered remains suggest repeated visits. This was not empty countryside. It was lived-in terrain, layered with memory.
Then, around five thousand years ago, something changed.
Instead of simply passing through, people began to shape the site deliberately. They dug a great circular ditch and bank into the chalk, forming an enclosure. If you picture it, it is a remarkable act. Without metal tools or machinery, using antler picks and wooden shovels, they carved a near-perfect ring hundreds of feet across. The chalk would have gleamed white against the darker soil, visible from a distance like a mark drawn on the land.
This earthwork is the earliest recognizable stage of Stonehenge. No towering stones yet. Just a circle of earth and sky.
But even that simple ring tells us a great deal.
It says that this place was not random. It was chosen. People invested time and energy here, not for shelter or farming, but for gathering, ceremony, and remembrance. Within and around the enclosure, burials were placed carefully. Cremated remains were interred in pits. The site became, at least in part, a place of the dead.
Imagine the scene. Smoke from funeral pyres drifting into the air. Families standing together. The chalk bank freshly cut. Footsteps pressing the soft soil. The circle holding them all, like an embrace.
From the beginning, then, Stonehenge
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