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The vast expanse of space lay ahead of the Bumblebee as it quickly moved effortlessly through the quiet blackness illuminated by the light of a multitude of stars. The stars seemed to fly past as the battleship with explorers on board who anxiously anticipated their journey.

The crew of the Bumblebee were on a mission of exploration. They had been on their journey for seven months. The scientists were excited as they had the opportunity to chart space and gather data on star systems.

Captain Teri Cambell sat in her chair on the bridge watching the screen in front of her. She was lost in her thoughts. She loved being in space exploring where no other ship had been before. She missed her family but knew it was part of the job. The families of the crew were left on Prolitha, their home base. They were left for their safety as the crew of the Bumblebee explored the unknown.  

“Captain.” Teri sat up as her thoughts were interrupted by the call. “Our sensors are picking up a world that has a quantity of selenium. I would request we explore the planet and take on the selenium.”

Teri pushed the button on her chair. “Okay, Dr. Conrad send the coordinates to the helm.”

Teri knew selenium was a crucial element for her ship. It could be used in engines, as well as computers. It was a rare mineral and to find it would be an asset for her ship.

Teri stood up from her chair. “Lieutenant Shoulders with me.”

Toni Shoulders immediately stood up walking towards Captain Cambell. She was in charge of navigation. They walked to the elevator and rode it to the bottom floor where engineering was located. 

Both women walked into the large open room where men and women were stationed in engineering. Barry Green, Chief Engineer walked up to the Captain. “I’m fitting an excavator to a shuttle. I’ll have Stanley Griffin and Walter Givens bring out the selenium.” 

“Lieutenant Shoulders will pilot the shuttle.” Teri said, walking to a computer looking at a picture of the planet.

Barry pointed to a location on the map. “The planet does not rotate. The selenium is on the hot side of the planet not far from the colder part. The temperature is a hundred and sixty. The shields will have no problem protecting the crew. I recommend we approach from the cold side and come into the area where the deposit is located. The extremes of the hot side and cold side will be hard on the shield. They will hold, however, my concern is the winds that constantly blow. The winds at times gust up to two hundred miles an hour. ”

Teri concentrated on the map. “I agree. Lieutenant, do you see any problems with the recommendations from Barry?”

“No, I believe I can negotiate the shuttle without any problems. The wind will be the biggest concern. I’ll have to compensate for the excavator on the back of the shuttle.”
“Good, when can you be ready Barry?”
“We’re ready now Captain.”

“Okay Lieutenant, head for the shuttle bay and stay in touch.”

Lieutenant Toni Shoulders arrived at the shuttle bay and saw a small shuttle with an excavator on the back. Two large barrels had been secured on the rear of the shuttle. She smiled at the two engineers as she walked to the shuttle stepping inside. 

Stanley sat in the front seat next to Toni, Walter sat behind Stanley. Toni’s slender fingers went across the panel of buttons. The door to the shuttle shut as the doors to the shuttle bay opened. The forcefield came up as the shuttle lifted off and headed out.

Toni felt the shuttle with the bulky excavator on the back. It was cumbersome as she headed for the planet. The atmosphere was thick causing the shuttle to shake as she descended. The wind caught the shuttle pushing it to her right. She concentrated on the screen as the shuttle lowered. The wind was gusting at a hundred and fifty miles an hour. She lowered the shuttle close to a large mountain range. The mountain range blocked part of the wind. Lieutenant Shoulders continued to descend until she was just off the ground. The wind was now down to seventy five miles an hour. She continued to move toward the east seeing the hot arid part of the plant in the distance. 

Toni slowed the shuttle looking out the large front window. She looked at the computer screen. “Something wrong?” Stanley asked as he saw the shuttle slowing down.

“Something strange is ahead.” Toni slowed the shuttle as she approached the strange object in front of her. She pressed the radio button “Captain, I'm seeing a ship on the planet.”

Teri leaned forward staring at the large screen. “It appeared to be a ship in the snow.” 

“Are there any life signs?” Teri asked.

Toni pushed several buttons. “I’m not sure? There appears to be some life signs but with all the wind and interference I cannot tell.”
“Stay where you are Lieutenant.” Teri turned in her chair looking at Sharon. She was concentrating on her computer screen. “I have a reading but I'm not sure. I can not tell where the reading is coming from.”
Teri pushed the radio button. “Keri report to the bridge.”
Keri Roberts walked on to the bridge, she was Teri’s twin. “What’s up Cap’n?”
“Sharon needs you.” 

Keri walked to the science station. Sharon looked up. “I am reading some strange signals. I need my computer enhanced.”

Keri bent down as her fingers flew across the keyboard. She reached in her bag and removed a small disc. Keri inserted the disc into the computer and sat down on Sharon’s lap.

“Would you like me to move Keri?”

“No, we're good.” She continued to work as Sharon looked at the screen. “Captain, have Lieutenant Shoulders move north.”

“LIeutenant Shoulders move north.”
The shuttle moved slowly toward the mountain. “I have life signs Captain.” Sharon said as she pushed Keri off her leg. “There are human life signs and also plant signs. I believe people are in the cave.”
“Lieutenant, continue on your mission.” Teri said.

“You're welcome by the way.” Keri said looking at Sharon.

“Thank you,” Sharon said looking at her screen.

Teri stood up walking towards Sharon. “Thank you Keri.” 

Keri shrugged her shoulders. “I live to serve Cap’n.”

Teri smiled as Keri walked off.

Teri stared at the screen. Sharon sat back. “It appears there are about seventy people inside the cave.”

“Any Identification on the markings on the ship?” Teri asked.

“No,” Sharon said looking at the ship. “I would say it has been there for some time considering the metal degrading.”

“They could be marooned.” Teri said as she straightened up.

“I believe that would be an accurate description, Captain.”

Toni landed the shuttle on the hot side of the planet facing the sun. She extended the shields as Walter positioned a large laser over the hard crusted soil. He cut a large ditch into the ground. When he had the soil removed, Stanley operating the excavator began bringing out the soft mineral. The selenium was a bright yellow color. Stanley loaded the mineral into large barrels. He worked for an hour then said “we have the ore Toni.

The top of the barrels were sealed and the shuttle slowly lifted off heading for the ship.
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When the shuttlecraft returned to the ship the selenium was removed and the process of refining it began. Teri sat in her conference room with her senior staff. They sat quietly as they waited for Teri to begin. She sighed “we need to go to the planet and make contact with those inside the cave. I believe they have been marooned on the planet. We will need to be careful since this will be our first contact with people we know nothing about.” She sat back as the group of people contemplated the mission. It was always a risk meeting a new race of people. There were so many unknown variables. Were they friendly, or hostile. How would they communicate? What if they carried a pathogen that affected the people or themselves.

Priest Myers said “I will need to take a scanner and ensure there are no issues with germs. Should the people be humanoid as Sharon believes our scanners should pick up any pathogens. I am concerned since they are in a cave and they may have been isolated for so long they may not have immunity from germs. We will need to have a personal shield activated for them and us.”

“I agree,” Teri said. “We will approach cautiously.” She was lost in her thoughts as she considered all possibilities. “Priest Myers, Sharon, Richard Wallace and I will go to the planet and make contact.” She looked at Shammus, “you don’t have to remind me of regulations of making contact with an unidentified race. The Captain is not to be on the team. I will lead the team.”
Shammus frowned “The regulation is in place for protecting the Captain of a ship. I strongly encourage you to abide by the regulation, Captain.”
“Duly noted, I will be leading the team.”
“I would recommend Noah Reinhart. He has been trained as a linguist and is knowledgeable in different cultures. He is also an excellent pilot.” Judy said, looking at the Captain.
“I can fly the shuttle. Noah is a part of your security team. I believe Richard will provide enough security. We don’t want to look like an invading force.”

Judy sat up “Captain the plant has gale force winds and flying the shuttle will be tricky. You haven't logged any time on a shuttle for a long time.” 

“I can handle a shuttle Chief. I am Captain of a battleship.”
“It has been a while since you have been on a shuttle. I would ask that Noah be the pilot since he has recent experience. No one is questioning your ability as Captain.”
“You are questioning my ability as a shuttle pilot.”
“Yes because you don’t have any hours logged on a shuttle.” 

“I would feel more comfortable with Noah as pilot.” Priest Myers said, looking at Teri.

“Perhaps Noah Reinhart would be the better choice Captatin.” Sharon said as she sat back.”
“Fine, we will have Noah as pilot.” Teri said, sitting back. “Anyone else you think should go with us?”
“If I could remind you of the regulations, Captain.” Shammus said smiling.”

“You already have. We will leave in an hour.”

The shuttle was tossed in the howling wind. Noah worked to keep the ship on course. He carefully brought the shuttle close to the mountain where a large opening was seen. He landed the craft hard on the frozen ground. All on board breathed a sigh of relief. 

The crew put on heavy jackets and pulled the hoods over their heads preparing for the cold weather. The temperature was minus forty and with the wind blowing at eighty miles an hour it would be colder. The opening of the cave was two hundred meters from the shuttle.

The door to the shuttle opened as the crew braced themselves, stepping out into the freezing weather. Priest Myers grasped hold of Richard’s arm as they walked towards the opening. It seemed like a long walk up the slight incline which was rocky with fine dirt blowing making it hard to see. They all struggled to reach the opening with the freezing temperatures. Each step was difficult as the group with heads down fought to walk against the wind.

Reaching the opening and the safety of shelter each felt more secure being out of the wind. Micky looked up at Richard smiling. “Thank you Richard.”

“No problem Priest Myers.”

The cave was large and it seemed to go for a long distance. Powerful lights were turned on as the men and women made their way towards the back of the cave. Noah walked beside Teri as the others followed. The cave began to narrow as they walked further into the mountain. The path had a steady descent as the ceiling lowered on the group. 

They walked for what seemed like a long distance. The narrow path and low ceiling opened up into a large area. There was a dim light in the opening. The lights were turned off but the team could see in the dim light. Sharon reached into her bag and removed her scanner. She said, “There are crystals along with phosphorus minerals in the ceiling that are emitting low light.” 

In the distance were terraces with plants growing on top. On the back wall were many holes that were in a line. People could be seen working on the terraces. 

“Teri said, “We will remain here. I’m sure we have been seen. Let’s wait for them to approach us.”

They stood silently waiting. 

Two children had seen the powerful lights and the strange people who had walked into their life. They had never seen anyone from outside the cave. They ran for the terraces to report strangers in the cave.

Teri saw after half an hour a group of people moving toward them. She said just above a whisper. “This is it folks.” She stepped forward saying over her shoulder, “Stay back and be alert.”

Teri walked a short distance toward the group of people, then stopped as the group had stopped. She activaged her shield and waited. The group slowly walked toward Teri. A woman who appeared to be in her early forties stepped out from the group. She was not as tall as Teri. She had light hair that was tied back in a ponytail. She was fair complected with a pretty face. The woman stopped well back from Teri who waited for her to speak. She knew the communication device on her chest would pick up her words and the computer would translate her language. She hoped anyway. 

The woman did not speak. She looked frightened. Teri held up her hands with the palms out. “We come as friends.”

The woman did not understand the strange language. She held up her hand with the palm out and spoke in a language Teri did not understand. 

Teri waited hoping the computer would translate the language. After a short wait she said “We have come in peace.”

The woman looked surprised as she now understood the language.
“Who are you? Where do you come from?” 
Teri smiled. “I am Captain Teri Cambell of the starship Bumblebee. We are from a planet many light years from here. We are on a journey of exploration. We picked up life signs from this planet and came to see if you needed help.”

The woman stood silent for some time then finally said “I am Solomay, elected leader of the Jesitwa. We have been on this planet for years. Our elders crashed many years ago. You are the first people we have seen.”
“We come as friends and in peace. I hope you will accept our friendship.” Teri said in a low voice.
Solomay walked back to the group. They spoke in low tones for a while. She turned and walked towards Teri. She smiled “You are welcome here Captain Teri Cambell. All of you are welcome here.”

Teri smiled, “Thank you Solomay. I would like to ask your permission to allow our Doctor and Priest to scan you and your group so we can see if it is safe to be in contact with you. We are concerned that there could be a problem with foreign pathogens.”
Solomay looked concerned, “I did not consider that possibility. Is it possible to find such a problem?”
Priest Myers stepped forward, “yes it is. I have a scanner that will detect any problems we may encounter. Will you allow me to scan you?”
“You are granted permission.”
Micky turned on the small scanner and stepped closer to Solomay moving the small scanner up and down on the woman. She concentrated on the screen. She looked at Teri. “I will need to inoculate the community before we drop the shields.” She looked at Solomay. “I am detecting an issue with us being in contact. You do not have to be concerned since all of the team is currently here with a personal shield. It will protect you. I can give each of you an inoculation that will give you protection.”

Solomay walked back to the group and spoke to them for a long time. She turned and said “We have some concerns but have agreed to have some of our people  inoculated as you say. If they are okay then we will allow the rest of the community to be inoculated. I do apologize but with this information I ask you remain here with those who receive the inoculation until we determine if it is safe.”

“I believe that is a wise course, Solomay.” Teri said, looking directly at her.

Ten people stepped forward as the others left. Micky gave each of the people a shot from her hypo spray. They all sat down looking at each other. Solomay said after a while “When will we know if it is safe?”

Micky smiled “It is safe now. We just need to wait until you feel comfortable.”

Solomay smiled. “We want to be cautious.” She said after a while. “May I ask if you are a teacher of Religion.”

Micky said “Yes I have been trained in our religion, I am also trained as a medical doctor.”

“May I ask about your religion? I mean no offense, I am curious.”

“No offense taken. We believe in one God. He is the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. He is the creator of the universe and loves all his people.”

Solomay sat quite “You say one God but
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