
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
BOY GENERALS

OF THE

CIVIL WAR

 


[image: tmp_0324284-39da5e5b-e068-457e-b22d-59dd93fb446b_5m7d8z_html_m3ccedfbd.jpg]

 


GALUSHA PENNYPACKER TO
J.E.B. STUART

 


 


 


Written by

RAYMOND C. WILSON

 


 



 


 


 


 


 


BOY GENERALS

OF THE

CIVIL WAR

Published by Raymond C. Wilson at
Smashwords

Copyright 2023 Raymond C.
Wilson

Smashwords Edition, License
Notes

Thank you for downloading this ebook.
This book remains the copyrighted property of

the author, and may not be
redistributed to others for commercial or non-commercial

purposes. If you enjoyed this book,
please encourage your friends to download their own

copy from their favorite authorized
retailer. Thank you for your support.

 


 


 


 


 


 


 



Also by Raymond C.
Wilson

 


Commander in Chief

Martyr of the Race Course

The Hessians Are Coming

America’s Five-Star Warriors

The Men Who Saved West Point

Plane Went Down in Gander Town

Elvis Presley: His Music and Movies

The Men Who Saved the Liberty Bell

Whether or Not It’s a Weather Balloon?

Sleepy Hollow: Facts Behind the Fiction

The King and I: My Family Ties to Elvis

Elvis Presley: You’re in the Army Now

Lance of Longinus: The Spear of Destiny

Janet Stewart: Royal Daughter &
Mistress

POTUS & FLOTUS: Washington to Biden

Washington’s Life Guards: Conquer or Die

Tecumseh’s Revenge: The Curse of
Tippecanoe

Pennsylvania Bucktails: Civil War
Sharpshooters

Wounded Warriors - Their Struggle for
Independence

George Smith Patton: Four Men Who Shared the
Name

McKee Family of Pennsylvania: Loyalists and
Patriots

European Royal Bloodlines of the American
Presidents

24th Infantry Division (Mechanized) - Point
of the Spear

Pass in Review - Military School Celebrities
(Volume One)

Pass in Review - Military School Celebrities
(Volume Two)

Pass in Review - Military School Celebrities
(Volume Three)

Pass in Review - Military School Celebrities
(Volume Four)

The Making of Patton - An Academy Award
Winning Movie

‘Twas Whose Night Before
Christmas? Moore Vs. Livingston

If These Walls Could Talk: Huling Hotel and
Pack Horse Inn

George Armstrong Custer and the Royal
Buffalo Hunt of 1872

Beyond the Bighorn: The Afterlife of George
Armstrong Custer

George Armstrong Custer and the Pennypackers
of Pennsylvania

Kennedy Family of Pennsylvania and Their
Native American Kin

Pass in Review - Military School Celebrities
(Presidential Edition)

14th Cavalry Group in World War II - Story
of Cavalryman Bill Null

Patton: Soldier Who Saved His Life and the
One Who Caused His Death

Custer’s Luck Has Run Out: George Armstrong
Custer’s Changing Image

Space Pioneers: Animals That Paved the Way
for Human Space Exploration

Out of Necessity: George Washington’s
Surrender of Fort Necessity to the French

 


 


 



Table of
Contents

Introduction

Galusha
Pennypacker

Lewis T.
Barney

John Edward
Murray

George Armstrong
Custer

William P.
Roberts

John H. Kelly

Edward W.
Whitaker

Charles Augustus
Ropes Dimon

William Francis
Bartlett

John C. C.
Sanders

Ranald S.
Mackenzie

Emory Upton

Nelson A.
Miles

William Henry Seward
Jr.

William Henry Fitzhugh
Lee

Felix H.
Robertson

Stephen D.
Ramseur

Robert Frederick
Hoke

Elon
Farnsworth

Joseph
Wheeler

Thomas Benton
Smith

Micah
Jenkins

Fitzhugh Lee

Godfrey
Weitzel

Pierce Manning Butler
Young

Thomas L.
Rosser

Wesley
Merritt

Adelbert
Ames

Francis C.
Barlow

J.E.B. Stuart

Afterword

Appendix 1: Boy
Generals of the Union

Appendix
2: Boy Generals of the Confederacy

Bibliography

About Raymond C.
Wilson

 


 



Introduction




[image: tmp_0324284-39da5e5b-e068-457e-b22d-59dd93fb446b_5m7d8z_html_m5084321a.jpg]

North versus South in the
Civil War

 


The Civil War is the
central event in America's historical consciousness. While the
American Revolution of 1776-1783 created the United States, the
Civil War of 1861-1865 determined what kind of nation it would be.
The Civil War resolved two fundamental questions left unresolved by
the American Revolution: whether the United States was to be a
dissolvable confederation of sovereign states or an indivisible nation with a
sovereign national government; and
whether this nation, born of a declaration that
all men were created with an equal right to liberty, would continue
to exist as the largest slaveholding country in the
world.

Northern victory in the war preserved
the United States as one nation and ended the institution of
slavery that had divided the country from its beginning. But these
achievements came at the cost of 625,000 lives -- nearly as many
American soldiers as died in all the other wars in which this
country has fought combined. The American Civil War was the largest
and most destructive conflict in the Western world between the end
of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 and the onset of World War I in
1914.

The Civil War started because of
uncompromising differences between the free and slave states over
the power of the national government to prohibit slavery in the
territories that had not yet become states. When Abraham Lincoln
won election in 1860 as the first Republican president on a
platform pledging to keep slavery out of the territories, seven
slave states in the deep South seceded and formed a new nation, the
Confederate States of America. The incoming Lincoln administration
and most of the Northern people refused to recognize the legitimacy
of secession. They feared that it would discredit democracy and
create a fatal precedent that would eventually fragment the
no-longer United States into several small, squabbling
countries.

The event that triggered war came at
Fort Sumter in Charleston Bay on 12 April 1861. Claiming this
United States fort as their own, the Confederate army on that day
opened fire on the federal garrison and forced it to lower the
American flag in surrender. Lincoln called out the militia to
suppress this "insurrection." Four more slave states seceded and
joined the Confederacy. By the end of 1861 nearly a million armed
men confronted each other along a line stretching 1200 miles from
Virginia to Missouri. Several battles had already taken place --
near Manassas Junction in Virginia, in the mountains of western
Virginia where Union victories paved the way for creation of the
new state of West Virginia, at Wilson's Creek in Missouri, at Cape
Hatteras in North Carolina, and at Port Royal in South Carolina
where the Union navy established a base for a blockade to shut off
the Confederacy's access to the outside world.

But the real fighting began in 1862.
Huge battles like Shiloh in Tennessee, Gaines' Mill, Second
Manassas, and Fredericksburg in Virginia, and Antietam in Maryland
foreshadowed even bigger campaigns and battles in subsequent years,
from Gettysburg in Pennsylvania to Vicksburg on the Mississippi to
Chickamauga and Atlanta in Georgia. By 1864 the original Northern
goal of a limited war to restore the Union had given way to a new
strategy of "total war" to destroy the Old South and its basic
institution of slavery and to give the restored Union a "new birth
of freedom," as President Lincoln put it in his address at
Gettysburg to dedicate a cemetery for Union soldiers killed in the
battle there.

For three long years, from 1862 to
1865, Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia staved off
invasions and attacks by the Union Army of the Potomac commanded by
a series of ineffective generals until Ulysses S. Grant came to
Virginia from the Western theater to become general in chief of all
Union armies in 1864.

 


[image: tmp_0324284-39da5e5b-e068-457e-b22d-59dd93fb446b_5m7d8z_html_2452614.png]

Grant versus Lee

 


In 1864-1865, General William Tecumseh
Sherman led his army deep into the Confederate heartland of Georgia
and South Carolina, destroying their economic infrastructure while
General George Thomas virtually destroyed the Confederacy's Army of
Tennessee at the battle of Nashville.
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General Lee surrenders to
General Grant at Appomattox

 


After bloody battles at places with
names like The Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, and
Petersburg, Grant finally brought Lee to bay at Appomattox in April
1865. By the spring of 1865 all the principal Confederate armies
surrendered, and when Union cavalry captured the fleeing
Confederate President Jefferson Davis in Georgia on 10 May 1865,
resistance collapsed and the war ended. The long, painful process
of rebuilding a united nation free of slavery began.

The Civil War was the last American
conflict in which very young soldiers regularly rose to high rank.
Many a youth of 16 or younger managed to enlist, in the absence of
public birth records, and political influence secured commissions
for a few before they reached the legal military age of 18. Those
who survived three or four years of battlefield attrition often
rose to the command of companies, and occasionally regiments,
before they were even old enough to vote.

Favored young officers in the Union
Army, especially those serving on the staffs of division, corps or
army commanders, sometimes enjoyed meteoric promotions to brigadier
general from captain like George Armstrong Custer, Wesley Merritt,
and Elon Farnsworth.

President Lincoln commissioned only 58
brevet grade generals. A few of these awards were even issued
posthumously although death of the nominee would usually end the
promotion or award process. Officers who were nominated for brevet
awards by President Lincoln were confirmed by the U.S. Senate
before April 1865. All of the other awards were made by President
Andrew Johnson and confirmed by the U.S. Senate during Johnson's
term of office. Thus, Civil War brevet awards were almost always
honors without any command, operational or assignment significance
or extra compensation since the war was over when most of the
awards were confirmed and the awards were issued. Most of the
officers nominated for brevet awards had been mustered out, or were
supernumeraries soon to be mustered out, when the awards were
confirmed. Many awards were made to lower grade staff officers for
faithful and efficient services.

The main steps of the promotion or
brevet award process in the Union Army were as follows. After a
candidate for a general officer commission or brevet award was
selected, the Secretary of War, on behalf of the President, would
send the candidate an appointment letter. The candidate would be
asked to communicate acceptance of the appointment or award, attest
to the oath of office and report to a named officer for orders. The
letter would note that the appointment was contingent on the
President nominating and the U.S. Senate confirming the promotion
or award. Nonetheless, the candidate often received orders to begin
acting in the appointed office pending the President's nomination
and the Senate's confirmation or rejection of the nomination. If a
nominee was confirmed, the President and Secretary of War (or
Secretary of the Navy) would sign and seal a commission and
transmit it to the nominee. The appointment was not official or
complete until all the steps in the process were completed and the
commission was conveyed in writing. Usually this occurred soon
after the confirmation of the promotion or award, often within
about a week. Since most of the brevet awards were made after the
end of the war, candidates would not be told to report to a senior
officer for orders unless they were still on duty and might be
given some higher or different assignment. Full grade promotions
supersede brevet grade promotions and promotions in the regular
army supersede promotions to equivalent or lower rank in the
volunteer forces.

It should be noted that the
Confederate government did not award brevet grades to Confederate
States Army officers although Confederate army regulations would
have allowed them.

This book delves into the lives of 30
exceptional officers (15 Union and 15 Confederate) who attained the
rank of brigadier general before they reached the age of
30.
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Galusha Pennypacker
(Union)

 


Galusha Pennypacker, a Pennsylvania
Patriot, was not only a genuine ‘boy general’, but also a
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. Several Civil War Union
officers have been labeled ‘boy generals’, however Galusha
Pennypacker still remains the youngest person at 20 years, 7
months, and 14 days to become a brigadier general in the history of
the U.S. Army.

Galusha Pennypacker (son of Joseph
Judson Pennypacker and Tamson Amelia Workizer) was born on 1 June
1844 in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. When Galusha’s mother died from
smallpox in 1846, he was raised by his grandmother. His father,
Joseph, served in the Mexican War, then went to California in the
Gold Rush and never came back. The grandson of a Mennonite bishop,
Galusha was described as a Quaker. His great-grandfather was
Colonel Christian Workizer who served in the colonial militia.
Galusha grew up in the house that General George Washington used as
his headquarters in Valley Forge during the Revolutionary
War.

 


Civil War
Service
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Artist rendition of
Pennypacker leading his troops into battle

 


At the outbreak of the Civil War,
Pennypacker was scheduled to attend West Point, but instead he
enlisted as a Quartermaster in the 9th Pennsylvania Infantry
Regiment in April 1861 at the age of 16. He refused an appointment
to first lieutenant in his company and was made a non-commissioned
staff officer. During his first three months of service, under
Major General Patterson, Pennypacker gained valuable military
experience in the Shenandoah Valley.

In August 1861, Pennypacker was
promoted to captain of Company A, 97th Pennsylvania Infantry
Regiment. Two months later, he was appointed a major in the 97th
Pennsylvania, for which he had helped recruit a company of men. The
97th Regiment joined the Tenth Corps in the Department of the
South, and during the years 1862 and 1863 participated in all the
various engagements in which that corps took part, Forts Wagner and
Gregg, James Island, Charleston and Fort Pulaski.

In April 1864, at age 19, Pennypacker
was promoted to lieutenant colonel, replacing a sick officer. Two
months later, he would be promoted again, to full colonel, in
charge of the entire regiment. On 20 May 1864, he led his regiment
in an assault upon the enemy’s lines at Green Plains, Bermuda
Hundred, receiving three severe wounds, losing one hundred and
seventy-five men killed and wounded. It would take Pennypacker
three months to recover from his wounds.
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Federal earthworks at
Bermuda Hundred

 


Colonel Pennypacker returned to action
in August 1864 at Petersburg and in September led his brigade in
the successful assault upon Fort Harrison, where he was again
wounded, and his horse shot from under him. Under the command of
Major General Benjamin Butler, Colonel Pennypacker participated in
the failed Fort Fisher Expedition in December 1864.
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Confederate gun at Fort
Fisher

 


The fiasco at Fort Fisher,
specifically Major General Butler's disobeyance of his direct
orders -- orders which Butler failed to communicate either to
Admiral David Porter or to Major General Godfrey Weitzel -- gave
General Grant an excuse to relieve Butler, replacing him in command
of the Army of the James by Major General Edward Ord. President
Abraham Lincoln, recently reelected, no longer needed to keep the
prominent Democrat in the Army and he was relieved on 8 January
1865. To Butler's further embarrassment, Fort Fisher fell one week
later when Major General Alfred H. Terry led a second assault
against the Confederate stronghold; while defending his decision to
break off the attack before the Joint Committee on the Conduct of
the War, Butler had deemed the fort impregnable.
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Capture of Fort Fisher
(chromolithograph by Kurz & Allison)

 


The Second Battle of Fort Fisher was a
joint assault by Union Army and naval forces against the
Confederate Fort Fisher, outside Wilmington, North Carolina, near
the end of the American Civil War. Sometimes referred to as the
"Gibraltar of the South" and the last major coastal stronghold of
the Confederacy, Fort Fisher had tremendous strategic value during
the war. On 15 January 1865, Pennypacker was severely wounded while
crossing enemy lines. In spite of his serious wounds, he continued
to lead his men in a charge over a defensive barrier. They captured
the fort and planted the colors of the 97th Pennsylvania Infantry
Regiment in the Confederate compound. General Alfred Terry, who was
in charge of the military operation, stated that Pennypacker and
not himself was the real hero of Fort Fisher, and that his “great
gallantry was only equaled by his modesty.”

 


Medal of Honor
Recipient
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Congressional Medal of
Honor

 


On 17 August 1891, Major General
Galusha Pennypacker was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor
for his bravery at Fort Fisher. The citation reads, “Gallantly led
the charge over a traverse and planted the colors of one of his
regiments thereon, was severely wounded.”

The Medal of Honor was created during
the American Civil War and is the highest military decoration
presented by the United States government to a member of its armed
forces. The recipient must have distinguished themselves at the
risk of their own life above and beyond the call of duty in action
against an enemy of the United States. Due to the nature of this
medal, it is commonly presented posthumously.

Pennypacker received six brevets or
promotions as follows: Brevet brigadier general U. S. Volunteers,
15 January 1865; brigadier general U.S. Volunteers, 18 February
1865; brevet major general U.S. Volunteers, 13 March 1865; colonel
Thirty-fourth (designation changed to Sixteenth) Infantry U.S.
Army, 28 July 1866; brevet brigadier general U.S. Army, 2 March
1867; and brevet major general U.S. Army, 2 March 1867.

Pennypacker was not only a
Pennsylvania Patriot, but a genuine ‘boy general’, remaining the
only general too young to vote for the President who appointed
him.

 


Life after Civil
War

 


Following the Civil War, General
Pennypacker served in the Southern, Southwestern, and Western
States, performing the duties incidental to a regimental and post
commander. He was temporarily in command of the District of
Mississippi in 1867, the Fourth Military District in 1868, and the
Department of Mississippi in 1870.

In 1872, Pennypacker was urged to run
for Governor of Pennsylvania, but he didn’t have any taste for
politics. Instead, he took command of the United States troops in
New Orleans in 1874. It should be noted that Major General
Pennypacker’s cousin Samuel W. Pennypacker served as Governor of
Pennsylvania from 1903 to 1907.

While commanding the Department of the
South in 1876, Major General Pennypacker received the news of the
death of his cousin Lieutenant Colonel (former Brevet Major
General) George Armstrong Custer at the Battle of the Little
Bighorn in Montana.

 


Death of Major General
Galusha Pennypacker

 


Major General Galusha Pennypacker died
on 1 October 1916 at age 72 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He is
buried in the Philadelphia National Cemetery.
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Gravestone of Major General
Galusha Pennypacker

 


As previously mentioned, Major General
Galusha Pennypacker was a cousin to Lieutenant Colonel (Brevet
Major General) George Armstrong Custer, both “boy generals” in the
Civil War. Their common ancestors were Mennonite Paulus Custer and
Gertrude Tyson (persecuted Anabaptist German immigrants of
Kaldenkirchen). The family arrived in Germantown in 1684, at that
time a village six miles northwest of Philadelphia.
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Lewis Tappan Barney
(Union)

 


Lewis Tappan Barney was an officer in
the Union Army during the American Civil War. He was brevetted as a
brigadier general when he was 20 years, 11 months, and 26 days
old.

Lewis Tappan Barney (son of Hiram
Barney and Susan Aspinwall Tappan) was born on 18 March 1844 in
Brooklyn, New York. Lewis’ father Hiram began practicing law in
1836 in New York City, specializing in debt collection. In 1848,
Hiram formed a partnership with Benjamin F. and William A. Butler,
which lasted until 1874. A militant anti-slavery Democrat, Hiram
Barney joined the Republicans in 1854 and earned a reputation for
political acumen. In 1857, he won the confidence of Abraham
Lincoln, who as President appointed him collector of the port of
New York. Hiram Barney held the office until resigning in 1864. The
remainder of Hiram’s life was devoted to private business and
family affairs.

 


Civil War
Service

 


In mid-1862, after the American Civil
War had been raging for a year, Hiram’s 18-year-old son Lewis
joined the 7th New York Militia Regiment (Company F) as a Private
for 90-day service.

In October 1862, Lewis Barney joined
the 68th New York Infantry Regiment which was part of the Army of
the Potomac's XI Corps and, in the brigade of Alexander
Schimmelfennig, was posted near Centreville during the Maryland
campaign. One month after Lewis Barney joined the 68th, he was
commissioned as a First Lieutenant.

The 68th New York Infantry Regiment
remained near Centreville until December 1862, when it was ordered
to Fredericksburg, but it was held in reserve and did not
participate in that battle. Winter quarters were established near
Stafford, Virginia.
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Battle of Chancellorsville
(May 1863)

 


In April 1863, the 68th New York
Infantry Regiment was transferred to the 1st Brigade, 1st Division,
XI Corps with which it fought at Chancellorsville. The Battle of
Chancellorsville is known as Confederate General Robert E. Lee's
"perfect battle" because his risky decision to divide his army in
the presence of a much larger enemy force resulted in a significant
Confederate victory. The victory, a product of Lee's audacity and
Union General Joseph Hooker's timid decision-making, was tempered
by heavy casualties, including Lieutenant General Thomas J.
"Stonewall" Jackson. Jackson was hit by friendly fire, requiring
his left arm to be amputated. He died of pneumonia eight days
later, a loss that Lee likened to losing his right arm. The XI
Corps suffered nearly 2,500 casualties, including 5 dead, 16
wounded, and 32 missing from the 68th New York Infantry
Regiment.
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Battle of Gettysburg
Cemetery Hill (July 1863)

 


On 1 July 1863, the first day of the
Battle of Gettysburg, Union Major General Oliver O. Howard chose
Cemetery Hill to serve as the headquarters for his Eleventh Corps.
His decision to fortify Cemetery Hill eventually earned him the
Medal of Honor. The following day, Confederate General Robert E.
Lee ordered Lieutenant General Richard Ewell to demonstrate against
the Union position and to convert the demonstration into a
full-scale attack if the opportunity arose. At 4 p.m., Ewell
launched an artillery barrage from his guns situated
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