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			Praise for

			How to Be a Perfect Christian

			“I love the Babylon Bee, whose authors are the Jonathan Swift of our era. I’m rarely sure whether to laugh or cry. The only time I wasn’t giggling in this book was when I was wincing from a well-placed poke. What makes their stuff my favorite, however, is that it never degrades into cynical. It’s clear that behind their snarky humor is something they genuinely love: the church.”

			—J. D. GREEAR, author of Not God Enough: Why Your Small God Leads to Big Problems and Stop Asking Jesus into Your Heart: How to Know for Sure You Are Saved

			“Forget love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control! Perfection is so much better than the fruit of the Spirit. And, as the Babylon Bee’s How to Be a Perfect Christian shows, it’s a lot easier too.”

			—KAREN SWALLOW PRIOR, author of Booked: Literature in the Soul of Me and Fierce Convictions: The Extraordinary Life of Hannah More—Poet, Reformer Abolitionist

		

	
		
			
			
			
				[image: Book title, How to Be a Perfect Christian, subtitle, Your Comprehensive Guide to Flawless Spiritual Living, author, The Babylon Bee, imprint, Multnomah]
			

		

	
		
			HOW TO BE A PERFECT CHRISTIAN

			All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ESV® Text Edition® (2016), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.

			Hardcover ISBN 9780735291522

			Ebook ISBN 9780735291539

			Copyright © 2018 by Adam4d LLC

			Cover design by Kristopher K. Orr; cover image by ClassicStock, Masterfile

			All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

			Published in the United States by Multnomah, an imprint of the Crown Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York.

			MULTNOMAH® and its mountain colophon are registered trademarks of Penguin Random House LLC.

			Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

			Names: Babylon Bee, LLC.

			Title: How to be a perfect Christian : your comprehensive guide to flawless spiritual living / the Babylon Bee, LLC.

			Description: First edition. | New York : Multnomah, an imprint of the Crown Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, [2018]

			Identifiers: LCCN 2017045191| ISBN 9780735291522 (hardcover) | ISBN 9780735291539 (electronic)

			Subjects: LCSH: Satire—Religious aspects—Christianity. | Christian life. | Christianity and culture. | Christian life—Humor. | Christianity and culture—Humor.

			Classification: LCC BR115.S26 H69 2018 | DDC 277.3/0830207—dc23

			LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/​2017045191

			a_prh_5.3.1_c0_r1

		

	
		
			CONTENTS

			Cover

			Title Page

			Copyright

			
				Introduction
			

			
				So You Want to Be a Perfect Christian
			

			
				One
			

			
				Joining the Right Church
			

			
				Two
			

			
				Worshipping Like a Pro
			

			
				Three
			

			
				Doing Life Together
			

			
				Four
			

			
				Serving in Church Without Ever Lifting a Finger
			

			
				Five
			

			
				Looking Really Spiritual Online
			

			
				Six
			

			
				Striving for Personal Perfection
			

			
				Seven
			

			
				Conforming to Mainstream Christian Beliefs
			

			
				
				Eight

			
				Quarantining Your Home from the Worldly Wastelands
			

			
				Nine
			

			
				Crusading Against the Heathens
			

			
				Ten
			

			
				Fighting on the Front Lines of the Culture War
			

			
				Conclusion
			

			
				Congratulations, You’ve Arrived!
			

			
				Dedication

				Acknowledgments

			

		

	
		
			
			
				
					
						[image: Introduction: So You Want to Be a Perfect Christian]
					

				

			

			
			If you’re reading this, we want to congratulate you. In the vast sea of Christian books written by talented authors to strengthen your faith, supplement your walk with Christ, and teach you valuable truths about God and Christian living, you picked this one. Really—great job.

			Maybe this book caught your eye because you just know, deep down, that you have what it takes to be a perfect Christian. Or perhaps you already feel that you’re amazingly special, sinless, and beautiful, no matter what the Bible has to say about that. Or maybe you went on an impulsive Christian book–buying spree while browsing the Internet late one night and have no recollection of ordering this guide or the collected works of Karl Barth that showed up on your doorstep like magic this morning.

			Whatever brought our paths to cross, we at The Babylon Bee want to welcome you on a glorious adventure to become a perfect Christian—which you will assuredly be by the time you finish reading this book. The storms of life may howl and the rocks of doubt may threaten to dash you to pieces, but if you cling to the one sure hope that the potential to be perfect lies within you, you will succeed.

			What is a perfect Christian? We asked three biblical scholars and theologians this question,* and in our extensive research, we found that a perfect Christian is one who conforms to the man-made standards of the Christian faith in any given age. Conforming to the status quo is the goal. Living out your faith in the way cultural Christianity dictates is the only way you’ll truly be satisfied in your Christian walk.

			So if you want to be perfect, as the great theologian Steven Curtis Chapman once said, “Saddle up your horses, we’ve got a trail to blaze.” Let’s go!

			You may not know the road to Zion yet, but that’s why we’re here. We’ll point out the way along the tried-and-true path to complete Christian perfection. We’ll walk alongside you as you take each painstaking step toward igniting the divine spark within until you arrive at the peak of the Christian life, delighting in the knowledge that you are amazing. We’ll be here holding your hand, like that creepy kid at junior high group who would do it “as a joke” but then never actually let go through all fourteen choruses of “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High.”

			We want you to be such a great Christian that bards will write songs of your greatness for years to come. A few decades from now John Piper will use your life as an example of radical, Christ-centered, God-saturated, all-satisfying sacrifice in one of his books. Maybe a supercool worship band will even write a song about you, using a deep, esoteric metaphor about a hurricane or a blazing inferno.

			See, to become perfect, you need to be baptized in the glorious waters of Christian culture. Cultural Christianity is an amazing thing. It’s a perfectly preserved bubble of everything that made the church awesome in 1950, like gospel quartets, three-piece suits, and pipe organs, with all the good vibes and positive energy from the sixties. Those who are submerged under its depths never surface, but instead they are transformed day by day into the radiant image of the modern American Jesus.

			“Hold the phone!” you might be exclaiming aloud to the book you’re holding. You’re probably wondering what’s wrong with the Christian life that you’re living right now. Well, if you’re like many Christians, you struggle with sin. You aren’t ever sure that you’re good enough. You know God is a God of grace, and yet you don’t always measure up. You don’t always feel like a good Christian, let alone a perfect one.

			If reading this has made you realize your Christian walk is less than a victorious one, don’t worry. You’re not alone. Many Christians just trudge through life without ever attaining to the higher levels of the Christian faith. The root of your problem is that you’re not trying hard enough to become perfect by your own efforts. You’re trying to do the Christian life by the grace of God, allowing Him to gradually change you by the power of His Word. This works for some people, but it’s not befitting a true believer.

			No, the true believer desires one thing above all else: conformity to the status quo of the modern church.

			Luckily for you, we’re here to make that a reality in your life. We’re going to get you plugged into a church that’s tripping over itself to make you amazing. We’re going to help you worship like a truly spiritual person, hands held up in victory and swaying like a palm tree in a hurricane. We’re going to help you clean up your life from anything the modern church has infallibly declared to be a sin, like listening to secular music or doing yoga. Finally, we’ll help you share your newfound perfection with others through evangelism and political outreach.

			And then, when all is said and done, you’ll be able to stand on top of the summit of living the perfect Christian life and lift your hands triumphantly, like the silhouettes on those stock images your church uses during the worship time.

			Ugh, we’re literally tearing up right now thinking about how amazing you’re going to be when we’re through with you.

			You’ll be the poster child for Christian perfection.

			Let’s not get ahead of ourselves though. You’ll certainly stumble. You’ll certainly fall. You’ll certainly lose your step and make fools of us all. But even through your imperfections, we’ll be here to pick you up and speak words of affirmation into your life throughout your walk with the Lord.

			Remember, as Jesus said, it is the journey to Christian perfection that counts, not the destination.

			
				* There is a chance they were all cult members in a remote compound in Idaho, but they seemed like pretty nice guys, so we are confident they are correct.
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					If you’ve ever felt a modicum of displeasure at your church, even if just for a fleeting second, get out of there immediately and find a new one.

					—C. S. Lewis

				

			

			
			You want to be a perfect Christian, and that is a noble goal indeed. But first things first. It’s impossible to get to the maximum level of holiness if you’re currently attending a church that is focused on the wrong things, namely, on anything other than you.

			Paul David Tripp once wrote that church is a place “where flawed people place their faith in Christ, gather to know and love him better, and learn to love others as he designed.” It’s a nice sentiment, but it’s also completely wrong. Flawed people? Excuse us, Paul, but we’re trying to become absolutely perfect here, not hang out with a bunch of messed-up folks. We don’t need that kind of negativity in our lives.

			And neither do you—which is why you’re reading this book.

			We know you may have feelings of loyalty or attachment to the humble, local expression of the body of Christ that you’ve been a part of for years. You need to rid yourself of these unholy emotions. It’s time to step back and objectively evaluate whether or not your church is properly equipped to encourage you on your sacred quest to become the ultimate manifestation of impeccable spirituality.

			So open your eyes and start looking for the red flags that indicate your church isn’t a spiritually fulfilling congregation.

			Some of the most common warning signs that your church isn’t conducive to your personal growth into a perfect Christian include a pastor who preaches sermons that make you feel uncomfortable, a worship experience that centers your attention more on God than on your own feelings, and a church staff who refuse to incorporate the advice from the thousands of helpful comment cards you’ve left over the years. These kinds of churches are dangerous. If you find yourself treading water in a similar spiritual wasteland, it’s time for your very first step toward spiritual awesomeness: church shopping.

			Your journey to living a flawless Christian life begins today! Ditch that group of hopeless losers who have been holding you back and instead find a church that’s built around you—and all of your needs and desires.

			According to recent research, every single town in America has a minimum of 6,521,587 churches to choose from, so you’ve got your work cut out for you. You actually have a better chance of winning the lottery while getting struck by lightning than of picking a good church near you on the first shot. So it’s a great thing you have this book to help you out.*1

			In the olden days of the apostles (circa 1950), there were just a few churches in town. If you wanted to visit one, you had to put on your Sunday best and build up the courage to march right in the front door without having a clue as to what to expect. What a nightmare. But—thanks be to God—these are the days of the World Wide Web, a magical portal to all kinds of great resources (and almost nothing bad or degrading—lots of wholesome stuff, mostly). So you get what the church fathers could only dream of: the benefit of shopping around online for a church from the comfort of your own home.

			Approximately twenty years after the magical Internet sprang up out of nowhere and revolutionized modern communication and commerce, churches discovered they, too, could create a website and spread the good news through the magic of technology. So the first step in selecting a new, improved local body of Christ is to Google churches nearby and start separating the wheat from the chaff.

			Try search terms like “church near me that has cool coffee bar” or “church near me that isn’t weird or stuffy” or “good trendy church near me that uses T-shirt cannons.” Just have fun with it. You ought to use any search terms you think will help you sift through the millions of nonpersonalized churches in your area and find a true diamond in the rough: a church that emphasizes and cultivates the historical Christian virtues of convenience and comfort.

			Your search will likely return approximately four billion hits, but don’t worry—we’ll sort through them together.

			The first thing to look at is the church’s name, which provides all kinds of clues to help rule out churches that stubbornly refuse to cater to your felt needs 24/7. A lame name is a big no-no.

			What you’re really looking for is a church with a name that sounds like either a retirement community or a natural disaster.

			Whispering Pines Community Church or Cedar Grove Church, for instance, are probably churches that are worthy of your presence. These names could easily be confused with an apartment complex, a mini-mall, or a delightful retirement community—consider this a sign that you’re on the right track.

			Alternatively, the church should have a name reminiscent of a destructive act of God. For example, consider checking out churches with names like Granite Deluge of Life, Floodwaters Collective, Whirlwind Love Fellowship, or Blazing Inferno Church. If the church sounds like its name alone could crush you under the destructive weight of its awesomeness, you’re probably going to be in for an exciting, you-centric experience.

			What you should be very cautious of is any church with a name that brazenly indicates an affiliation with any of the major evangelical denominations, just hanging out there for the whole world to see. First Baptist Church, Grace Methodist Church, or New Life Presbyterian Church are examples of churches to avoid. After all, you’re looking for an organic, custom-fit experience, not a stuffy old denomination. If the church meets you halfway with a name like Hurricane of Life Baptist, proceed, but with caution.

			Speaking of Baptists, this would be a good time to get into some specifics about denominations. There are several denominations to choose from. So let’s break down what each of them has in store for you.

			If you do decide to go with a Baptist church, it’s certainly a noble heritage. Baptist churches have been around since, well, John the Baptist. It’s right in his name. This means that Baptist churches have literally been around since before the New Testament, so you know you’re going to please God by attending one of His elect church denominations.

			Be warned, however, that Baptist churches come with a lot of rules, even though you do get really great potlucks chock-full of superhealthy food. First of all, you can’t consume any drink stronger than a Diet Mountain Dew within fifty feet of a Baptist church. Trust us, it’s in the church’s bylaws. Also, the closest you’re allowed to get to dancing is an awkward swaying motion during a really powerful praise chorus or hymn, and even that’s a real gray area, so be really, really careful.

			If the Baptists sound too stuffy, you could try the Pentecostals, who allow you to get drunk, but only on the Holy Spirit (it’s not as awesome as it sounds). Pentecostalism was conceived by a group of Christians who were totally high after attending a particularly groovy ABBA concert in Southern California in

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
					
				
				
						Unacceptable Statement of Faith Excerpt
						Acceptable Statement of Faith Excerpt
				

				
						We believe the Bible to be the Word of God, perfect in all its parts, truth without any mixture of error, and useful for all areas of the believer’s life.
						
							In the locust wind comes a rattle and hum Jacob wrestled the angel
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			Soli Deo gloria

		

	OEBPS/images/Bee_9780735291539_epub3_004_r1.jpg
Satan Judas David Job Jesus

I'I_‘_V_‘_V_‘_V_l

YOU Cain Apostle Paul John the Baptist





OEBPS/9780735291539_nav.xhtml

		
			Contents


			
						Cover


						Title Page


						Copyright


						Contents


						Introduction: So You Want to Be a Perfect Christian


						One: Joining the Right Church


						Two: Worshipping Like a Pro


						Three: Doing Life Together


						Four: Serving in Church Without Ever Lifting a Finger


						Five: Looking Really Spiritual Online


						Six: Striving for Personal Perfection


						Seven: Conforming to Mainstream Christian Beliefs


						Eight: Quarantining Your Home from the Worldly Wastelands


						Nine: Crusading Against the Heathens


						Ten: Fighting on the Front Lines of the Culture War


						Conclusion: Congratulations, You’ve Arrived!


						Dedication


						Acknowledgments


			


		
		
			Landmarks


			
						Cover


						Cover


						Title Page


						Table of Contents


						Start


						Copyright


			


		
		
			Print Page List


			
						i


						ii


						iii


						iv


						v


						vi


						viii


						ix


						x


						1


						2


						3


						4


						5


						6


						7


						8


						9


						10


						11


						12


						13


						14


						15


						16


						17


						18


						19


						20


						21


						22


						23


						24


						25


						26


						27


						28


						29


						30


						31


						32


						33


						34


						35


						36


						37


						38


						39


						40


						41


						42


						43


						44


						45


						46


						47


						48


						49


						50


						51


						52


						53


						54


						55


						56


						57


						58


						59


						60


						61


						62


						63


						64


						65


						66


						67


						68


						69


						70


						71


						72


						73


						74


						75


						76


						77


						78


						79


						80


						81


						82


						83


						84


						85


						86


						87


						88


						89


						90


						91


						92


						93


						94


						95


						96


						97


						98


						99


						100


						101


						102


						103


						104


						105


						106


						107


						108


						109


						110


						111


						112


						113


						114


						115


						116


						117


						118


						119


						120


						121


						122


						123


						124


						125


						126


						127


						128


						129


						130


						131


						132


						133


						134


						135


						136


						137


						138


						139


						140


						141


						142


						143


						144


						145


						146


						147


						148


						149


						150


						151


						152


						153


						154


						155


						156


						157


						158


						159


						160


						161


						162


						163


						164


						165


						166


						167


						168


						169


						170


						171


						172


						173


						174


						175


						176


						177


						178


						179


						180


						181


						182


						183


						184


						185


						186


						187


						188


						189


						190


						191


						192


						vii


						193


			


		
	

OEBPS/images/Bee_9780735291539_epub3_003_r1.jpg
Quality of church

High

Low

Low High
Quality of church-sign puns





OEBPS/images/Bee_9780735291539_epub3_002_r1.jpg
Chse

JOINING
THE RIGHT CHURCHK





OEBPS/images/9780735291539_title_page.jpg
THE BABYLON BEE

HOW TO BE A

CHRISTIAN

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO FLAWLESS
SPIRITUAL LIVING

MULTNOMAH





OEBPS/images/Bee_9780735291539_epub3_001_r1.jpg
SO YOU WANT TO BE
A PERFECT CHRISTIAN





OEBPS/images/Bee_9780735291539_epub3_L01_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780735291539_cover.jpg
“Forget love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-con
Perfection :somuhbtt than thﬁu of the Sp rit. And, as How to Be P rfe tChr stian
shows, its a lot easier too.” —KAREN SwALLOW PRIOR, author of Booked and Fierce Convictions

THE BABYLON BEE

&3
HOW T?BE A/

/J ////&

CHRISTIAN

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO FLAWLESS
SPIRITUAL LIVING






