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THE HISTORY OF THE BUFFALO IS A TRAGIC ONE, YET THE TELLING OF that tale is curiously unbalanced. Most buffalo books spend the opening chapter citing obscure reports of buffalo east of the Mississippi River, then focus on the huge western herds, their relationship to the Plains Indians, and the buffalo’s near extinction.

Few people realize the killing of the buffalo began in the East, not in the West. And it began long before the brief era of the coming of the railroad, the .40-90 Sharps rifle, and “Buffalo” Bill Cody.

The story must be told. Yet to tell it by omitting the beginnings of America presents a fragmented history. Reducing the slaughter to an exercise in horn counting and ignoring the Spanish, French, and English intruders, the New Orleans buffalo tongue markets, the French and Indian War, Richard Henderson’s 1775 Sycamore Shoals Treaty, and the invasion of the Long Hunters into the Cumberland Valley distorts the picture. Such events devastated the buffalo.

In 1991 Larry Doyle, then Manager of Land Stewardship at the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Land Between the Lakes, and Marcus Cope, biologist and buffalo herdsman for the TVA-LBL, suggested writing a booklet on the eastern buffalo. A sea of unused material was left after the project, and it seemed a shame not to finish this heretofore unwritten chapter in American history. The Long Hunt: Death of the Buffalo East of the Mississippi is the result.

This is not a book on the natural history or life cycle of the buffalo—although to establish context, chapter 1 gives a glimpse of buffalo prehistory. Nor is it an analysis of the ecological changes that swept the land with the coming of Anglo settlers. Rather, the intent is to tell the true story of buffalo hunting east of the Mississippi, with emphasis on hunters and their skills, and to place that saga in the larger setting of the exploration and settling of eastern North America.

There are two reasons why the buffalo in the East vanished: Over-hunting wiped out their ranks, and destruction of their habitat destroyed their range. Simon Girty, an adopted Seneca, American-turned-Tory, and buffalo hunter in the 1760s for the Philadelphia-based trading firm of Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan, framed both issues perfectly in 1782 in a terse speech to a pan-Indian war council at Wapakoneta, Ohio. “The Long Knives have overrun your country,” Girty declared. “They have destroyed the cane—trodden down the clover—killed the deer and the buffaloes.”

Indians, conquistadors, Jesuits, voyageurs, European explorers, and American frontiersmen kept few tallies of buffalo kills; many such folk thought no more of shooting a buffalo for its tongue than a modern-day plinker thinks of shooting a beer can. Market hunters did not keep methodical records of buffalo kills until the nineteenth-century western slaughter for meat and hides. Such data, where supplied, has been included.

Regarding terminology, the American buffalo is not a true buffalo, like the African Cape buffalo or the Asian water buffalo, but is closer kin to the European wisent, Bison bonasus, and is more accurately a bison. American colonists adopted the French terms of bufflo and buffelo to describe the beast. Father Louis Hennepin, a Récollet friar who spent two years in New France and wrote about his travels, introduced the term buffalo to European readers in 1683. John Lawson, who trudged through the Carolina Piedmont for fifty-nine days in 1700 to 1701, used buffalo in his book, The New Voyage to Carolina, published in England in 1709. Lawson’s work went through six reprints, including two German editions, before the term buffalo appeared in 1743 in Mark Catesby’s A Natural History of Carolina. As in those early works, this book refers to bison as buffalo.

Biologists generally agree that the historic buffalo east of the Mississippi was the Plains buffalo, Bison bison bison, noting that the buffalo arrived late, probably crossing the Mississippi by the late 1500s. Compared with the truly huge trans-Mississippian herds, droves in the East were small, rarely numbering more than five hundred head. When travelers across the Blue Ridge reported seeing “vast buffalo herds,” such herds often numbered fifty to one hundred head or less.

There is a well-known dissenting voice in such matters. In A Pennsylvania Bison Hunt, published 1915, Henry W. Shoemaker, an ex-ambassador to Bulgaria, Pennsylvania newspaper mogul, and self-published writer who specialized in werewolves and bawdy tales, contended that Pennsylvania buffalo—which, he said, numbered twelve thousand—were wood bison, basing his words on those of Jacob Quiggle (1821–1911). Jacob, at age eighty-nine, told Shoemaker that his grandfather Philip Quigley (1745–?) said the Pennsylvania buffalo was “Like the Wood bison . . . of the Rocky Mountains and Canada Northwest.” There is no evidence to corroborate such third-hand speculations. Yet spinners of buffalo lore have so canonized Shoemaker’s tales that The Long Hunt would be incomplete without mention of them.

This book places emphasis on Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, and the southern frontier. The reason is simple: Many naturalists, explorers, hunters, and surveyors who crossed the Appalachians wrote vivid descriptions about buffalo in their narratives, memoirs, diaries, and journals. Earlier reliable accounts are rare; in some, buffalo are confused with elk, moose, and deer. Even more bewildering, sometimes buffalolike terms appearing in the earliest journals are used interchangeably to describe all four animals. It is hard to make a historical case on such convoluted testimony.

Native Americans are important to this work, but its narrow scope did not allow for a historiographic digression about eastern Indian culture, which is more befitting a doctoral dissertation. Nor is this a forum to debate contentions by revisionist historians, ethnologists, and their academic kinsmen over the relevance of terms such as race, frontier, tribe, primitive, prehistory, and culture. Readers curious about such matters are referred to works cited in the references.

One last word: It is easy to moralize about the killing that led to the buffalo’s near extinction. But before casting blame, it is humbling to wonder how this generation will be judged by those inheriting its legacy of acid rain, oil and chemical spills, the disappearance of many plants and animals, overpopulation, toxic waste, pollution, poaching, and the spoliation of the world’s great forests, grasslands, wetlands, rivers, and oceans.

Should we not be held to an equal—if not greater—degree of ecological stewardship than our forebears, who, in their limited vision, saw the wealth of buffalo beef, tongues, tallow, and hides as inexhaustible? It is hoped that the lessons learned from this tale of the killing of the buffalo east of the Mississippi will help stop further abuse of the earth and its resources.


   The buffaloes were more frequent than I have seen cattle in the settlements, browsing on the leaves of the cane, or cropping the herbage on those extensive plains, fearless, because ignorant, of the violence of man. Sometimes we saw hundreds in a drove, and the numbers about the salt springs were amazing.


   Daniel Boone

   Kentucky, 1769





We found it very difficult at first and indeed yet, to stop the great waste in killing meat. Many men were ignorant of the woods, and not skilled in hunting . . . would shoot, cripple and scare the game without being able to get much. . . . Others of wicked and wanton dispositions, would kill three, four, five or a half a dozen buffaloes, and not take a half horse load from them all.


Richard Henderson

Boonesborough, May 9, 1775






The Wild Cattle of North America
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BERINGIA. MISTS OF DARK HAZE HUNG IN THE SKY OVER THE SOGGY tundra mat of grass, moss, lichen, and dwarf shrubs. Above, a swirling void of cloud, ice, and fog stretched long and far, as if beckoning one to the earthen abyss below that led to an unseen land.

Subterranean tremors tossed and churned ice floes thousands of feet thick, jolting the huge plates girding the earth. Melting glacial sheets spanning continents moved slower than eye could see, carving up the bone and marrow of creation on sea and on land. Beringia marked an era of rising mountains, of pluvial lakes and seas, and of freezes and thaws that forever altered the firmament above and below the endless Oceania. As the deep basins froze at the northwestern apex of North America, the waters receded, giving way to the chiseled borders of a subcontinent. So rose the jut of rock, marsh, and bayou linking Siberia to Alaska across the Bering and Chukchi Seas. More a part of Asia than North America, Beringia appeared and vanished throughout the millennia of the Ice Age until it sank forever to rest beneath three hundred feet of ocean.

Historians and their academic kinsmen describe Beringia as a land bridge—the link of silt and rock bridged expanses of terra firma and opened stretches of tundra for man and beast. But the term is misleading. Beringia was one thousand miles wide and fifty-five miles long, an earthen thoroughfare between vistas of white, green, and brown that during thaws was coaxed to life by gusts from warm climes.

Migrating from Asia to North America during one of the Ice Age’s last interglaciations came the herbivores of the tundra—mammoths, mastodons, musk oxen, sloths, and caribou. Deer, sheep, and moose—prey for panthers and jaguars that tracked the ungulates across continents—trailed along with the herds. Bison priscus, the Holarctic wild cow, itself having migrated to the Asian steppes, joined this caravan of antler and hoof. Late in the Wisconsin Age of the Pleistocene Era—between 25,000 and 40,000 years ago—came Llano man.

Man was an adept bison hunter and may even have held the wild cow sacred. Millennia before mammals trekked across Beringia, paleo artists sketched Bison priscus on the smoke-patinaed walls of caverns in France and Spain. The steppe bison—or, more accurately, wisent—depicted in this petroglyphic line art are big, hump-backed creatures. Paleo man killed the woolly bovine with spears tipped with slivers of sharply knapped flint or quartz. Atlatls launched spears and darts with greater velocity, giving hunters more power to kill and keep their distance from dangerous prey.

Hunters on the Great Plains—a veldt extending from Canada to the Rio Grande and from the Rocky Mountains east to the Mississippi—found seas of buffalo grass, needle grass and protein-rich grama grass, a diverse array of forbs, bushes, trees, and a myriad of rivers and streams yielding browse, graze, and water. Arroyos, buttes, mountain breaks, passes, gaps, and gulches gave protection. There was food and shelter for both man and beast.

Reconstructing what happened at this critical hub and explaining how and why it happened are matters of interpretation. Because bulls, scientists say, were easier to hunt than cows, their skeletons appear frequently in dig sites. Fossil clues are based largely upon the skulls of male bison, focusing mostly on horn size. But within a species, horn size varies depending on age and genetics, and the horn sheaths encasing the fossilized cores are usually absent. Thus extrapolations about the speciation of prehistoric buffalo are educated guesses.

Scientists theorize that some mammals adapted to the climatic demands of North America but others became extinct. Huge consumers—the mammoths, mastodons, tapirs, and giant sloths—vanished, only their bones remaining as evidence that they once roamed the Great Plains and well past the Mississippi. As Bison priscus died out, other wild cows, most notably Bison latifrons, emerged.

Twice the size of the modern plains bison, and bearing a set of horns that measured nine feet from tip to tip, Bison latifrons was a formidable brute. The extent of its migratory range is a matter of dispute, but skeletal remains from this hulk of muscle and horn have been unearthed on the plains of Kansas and as far east as Ohio. According to the “successive wave” theory of bison evolution, smaller, more compact bovine stock with smaller horns, Bison alleni, came in the wake of Bison latifrons. Remains of Bison alleni have been identified in Kansas and Idaho. Either Bison alleni or Bison latifrons may have been a distant progenitor of a later species, Bison antiquus.

Folsom man hunted Bison antiquus (figginsi) about 9,000 years ago. Warriors cloaked in deer or wolf skins approached the beasts downwind, crawling on all fours. When they closed in, the hunters rose to hurl their spears into the hearts and lungs of the animals. Archaeological evidence shows that hunters ran herds into box canyons, trapped them in chutes built of stones and trees, or stampeded them off cliffs. Indians spotting a drove near a fall surrounded them at the rear and flank. A warrior disguised in a bison robe would near the herd, making sure the animals saw him. On signal, the hidden warriors closed in, spooking the bison into flight. As the decoy warrior bolted, the beasts followed him to the drop, galloping to their doom. In 1957 archaeologists discovered the remains of 193 Bison antiquus at a Colorado chute with bits of Folsom man’s spear points embedded in the bones.

Yet despite its mortality at the hand of Folsom man, Bison antiquus thrived from the Pacific Ocean to Kentucky and from the upper Missouri River drainage south to Mexico. Bison antiquus, unlike Bison latifrons, had no horns, though Bison antiquus did sport a thick mane. But a contemporary of Bison antiquus from the Arctic, Bison occidentalis, was horned and bore a mane. Bison occidentalis, which died out perhaps 6,000 years ago, is an important link in the history of the North
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MOST OF THE EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS OF BUFFALO IN KENTUCKY, TENnessee, Illinois, and western Virginia came from memoirs, narratives, muster rolls, and other records found in the Draper Manuscript Collection. Those especially rich in buffalo lore are the George M. Bedinger Papers, Draper’s unfinished ”Life of Boone,” the Daniel Boone Papers, William Croghan Papers, Draper’s Notes, Frontier Wars Papers, Kentucky Papers, Robert Patterson Papers, Tennessee Papers, and Virginia Papers. Another major source for firsthand accounts is The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents.

Primary sources that were especially helpful are the writings and narratives from Diron D’Artaguiette, Nathan Boone, Colonel William Byrd, George Rogers Clark, William Clinkenbeard, Nicholas Cresswell, George Croghan, Pierre Le Moyne Sieur d’Iberville, John Donelson, John Filson, Christopher Gist, John Heckewelder, Richard Henderson, Louis Hennepin, Louis Jolliet, John Lawson, Jacques Marquette, George Morgan, James Nourse, Diego Peña, Jean Penicant, Antoine Simone Le Page du Pratz, Henry Timberlake, Daniel Trabue, Felix Walker, and Thomas Walker.

Other useful primary and secondary accounts are included in works by Clarence Walworth Alvord, Harriette Simpson Arnow, John Bakeless, Charles J. Balesi, Edward Chester, W. P. Cumming, David A. Dary, John Mack Faragher, Martin S. Garretson, Charles A. Hanna, William T. Hornaday, John Alton James, T. Stoddard Johnson, Remington Kellogg, William Stewart Lester, Samuel N. Rhoads, Douglas L. Rights, Frank Gilbert Roe, Reuben Gold Thwaites, and Samuel Cole Williams.

For southeastern Native Americans, major works consulted were John R. Swanton’s ethnographies, especially The Indians of the South eastern United States, and Charles Hudson’s The Southeastern Indians. Regarding Indians and the environment, see works by Kathryn E. Holland Braund, William Cronon, Tom Hatley, Francis Jennings, Calvin Martin, James Merrell, Timothy Silver, Daniel Usner, and Richard White.

For traces and trails, see works by Harriette Simpson Arnow, Neal O. Hammon, Charles Hanna, Archer Butler Hulbert, J. Stoddard Johnson, Mary Lou Madigan, Robert E. McDowell, Otto A. Rothert, and Dianne Wells. Neal O. Hammon’s essays are the best source on traces and roads in Kentucky. An extensive work on paths in the eastern United States is William E. Myers’s Indian Trails of the Southeast.

The work of Erhard Rostland contains a comprehensive collection of firsthand accounts of the Spanish in the Southeast. References regarding the range of eastern buffalo are found in the writings of John W. Allen, Roy E. Appleton, Mark F. Boyd, Colonel William Byrd, Martin S. Garretson, William T. Hornaday, Samuel N. Rhoads, Douglas L. Rights, Frank Gilbert Roe, and Reuben Gold Thwaites.

Few books on buffalo in the West are listed. Frank Gilbert Roe’s The North American Buffalo: A Critical Study of the Species in Its Wild State is still the authoritative standard. Others include The Buffalo Book: The Full Saga of the American Animal, by David A. Dary, and Head, Hides and Horns: The Complete Buffalo Book, by Larry Barsness.

The following selected lists are far from exhaustive. See notes for a comprehensive listing.

MANUSCRIPTS
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Contains data on Clark’s Fort Jefferson occupation c.1780– 81.

Lyman C. Draper Manuscript Collection. 486 vols. Microfilm ed. Madison: The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1980.

The scope and content of this extensive collection is immense. Dr. Lyman Copeland Draper records the reflections, memoirs, diaries, narratives, and other such documents of pioneers.

John Floyd Papers. Transcribed from the Draper Manuscript Collection by Neal O. Hammon and housed in the Filson Club.

Contains John Floyd’s (1750–83) Kentucky correspondence.

PAPERS

Carstens, Kenneth C. “Fact vs. Fiction: Military Engagements At George Rogers Clark’s Fort Jefferson, 1780–1781.” 1991.

This essay, presented at the George Rogers Clark Trans-Appalachian Frontier History Conference in 1989 at Vincennes University, Indiana, is a succinct summary of the history of Fort Jefferson, located at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi in 1780–81.
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ARTICLES

Altsheler, Brent. “The Long Hunters and James Knox Their Leader.” FCHQ 5(1931): 167–85.

A generally accurate account of the Long Hunters of Kentucky and Tennessee and buffalo hunting.

Appleman, Roy E. “Joseph and Reuben Field: Kentucky Frontiersmen of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and Their Father, Abraham.” FCHQ 49(1975): 5–36.

Tells of the demise of the buffalo in Jefferson and Bullitt Counties of Kentucky and provides data on buffalo behavior and traces.

Beckner, Lucien. “John D. Shane’s Interview with Benjamin Allen, Clark County.” FCHQ 5(1931): 63–98. Originally found in DM 11CC: 67–69.
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_____. “John D. Shane’s Interview with Jesse Graddy of Woodford County.” FCHQ 20(1946): 10–17. Originally found in DM 13CC: 130–34.

This memoir contains Jesse Graddy’s statement that by 1787 “the buffalo were gone. Never saw a wild one.”

_____. “John D. Shane’s Interview with Pioneer William Clinkenbeard.” FCHQ 2(1928): 95–128. Originally found in DM 11CC:54–66.

Features tales of Indian warfare, insights on frontier life, and much buffalo lore.

_____. “The Moundbuilders.” FCHQ 29(1955): 203–25.

Information on the prehistory of Kentucky, traces, and evidence suggesting the late arrival of the buffalo east of the Mississippi.

_____. “A Sketch of the Early Adventures of William Suddeth in Kentucky.” FCHQ 2(1928): 95–128.

Includes a few incidents of buffalo hunting in Clark County, Kentucky, after 1783.

Bentley, James R. “Letters of Thomas Perkins to General Joseph Palmer, Lincoln County, Kentucky, 1785.” FCHQ 49(1975): 141–51.

Contains a few excerpts about buffalo and salt licks.

Boyd, Mark F. “The Occurrence of the American Bison in Alabama and Florida.” Science 84(1936): 203.

An essay on the expedition of Marcos Delgado in Florida and Alabama from “Apalachee to the Creek country in 1686.” Boyd mentions William Hornaday’s thesis that there are no records of buffalo in the Deep South of North America.

Clark, Thomas D. “Salt, a Factor in the Settlement of Kentucky.” FCHQ 12(1938): 42–52.
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Coffman, Mrs. William H. “Big River Crossing: Built by Robert Johnson.” FCHQ 5(1931): 1–15. Originally found in DM 11CC:76–79.

Consists of an interview with Kentucky pioneer Ben Guthrie. Graphic accounts of buffalo hunting in Kentucky (c. 1780s) and Indian activity.

Crawford, Byron. “Inn the Old Days: Tavern on Buffalo Trails May Reopen.” Louisville Courier-Journal (March 14 1983):B1.

The Offutt-Cole tavern, according to Crawford, was “The first stagecoach stop west of the Alleghenies.” It was erected on an original survey by Hancock Taylor between Lexington and Frankfort. It is thought that in 1773 Taylor and his band of Fincastle, Virginia, surveyors used the cabin for shelter. The National Heritage Commission has declared that the tavern is “the oldest existing log building in Kentucky.” The chinking between the logs in the walls is made from mud and buffalo wool.

Hammon, Neal O. “Early Louisville and the Beargrass Stations.” FCHQ 52(1978): 147–65.
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_____. “Historic Lawsuits of the Eighteenth Century Locating the ‘Stamping Ground.’ RKHS 69(1971): 197–215.

A listing of eighteenth-century lawsuits for the contested Stamping Ground in Scott County, Kentucky. Although the legal aspect of this material may be of passing interest to researchers, this essay includes many firsthand observations of buffalo and traces.

Kellogg, Remington. “Annotated List of Tennessee Mammals.” Smithsonian Institution, Proceedings of the National Museum 86 (1939): 245–303.

Includes accounts of buffalo in the Cumberland from prehistory to the animal’s extermination in Tennessee in 1819.
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An interesting account on the importance of salt on the frontier. Includes information on buffalo herds and traces in Bullitt County, Kentucky, c. 1778–79.
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Rhoads, Samuel N. “Distribution of the American Bison in Pennsylvania with Remarks on a New Fossil Species.” Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1895): 244–48.

In this examination of bison molars and bones found in Pennsylvania, Rhoads asserts that most of the fragments inspected are Bison bison and extends its easternmost wanderings to the Delaware Valley.

Rights, Douglas L. “The Buffalo in North Carolina.” North Carolina Historical Review 9(1932): 242–49.

An overview of primary source observations of buffalo in North Carolina from 1521 to 1730.

Rostlund, Erhard. “The Geographic Range of the Historic Bison in the Southeast.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers 4(1960): 395–407.

Lists numerous eyewitness sightings of buffalo herds and Indian-made buffalo wares in Georgia, Louisiana, Florida, Alabama, and North and South Carolina. The accounts range from the 1575 memoirs of Do. d’Escalante Fontaneda to the 18th-century writings of Alexander Hewat. This is the most detailed study of the southeastern range of the eastern buffalo yet published. Earlier boundaries established by William Hornaday (1889) and Dr. Joel A. Allen (1876) excluded southern Louisiana, Alabama, half of Georgia, and Florida; Frank Gilbert Roe in The North American Buffalo (1951) did likewise. Rostlund cites dozens of buffalo sightings well beyond the limits of the Allen-Hornaday boundary.

Rothert, Otto A. “News and Comments.” FCHQ 12(1938): 170–71.

Mentions how a buffalo trace in Jefferson County, Kentucky, was developed by early road builders and later became U.S. Highway 31W.

_____. “Solon Robinson: Pioneer and Agriculturist.” FCHQ 10(1936): 185–202.

Selected writings from Solon Robinson—an 19th-century Kentuckian—regarding travel along buffalo traces.

Rucker, Tom. “News from Forest Resources Development.” Tennessee Valley Authority 1(1992): 1–2.

Discusses the environmental impact fire had on native trees.

Shoup, C. S. “Notes from the Background of Our Knowledge of the Zoology of Tennessee.” Tennessee Academy of Science 19(1944): 126–36.

A summary of observations of Tennessee wildlife. Includes a few mentions of buffalo, mostly from James Needham (1673) and John Donelson (1780).

Zebrowski, Stephanie. “Debunking a Myth—Were There Really Buffalo in Pennsylvania?” The Journal, Lycoming County Historical Society, Williamsport, Pennsylvania 39(1989): 11–23.

Essential to any study of eastern buffalo, Zebrowski’s essay deals a death blow to the claims of writers who have reported that Pennsylvania during the historic period was teeming with buffalo.

BOOKS

Alvord, Clarence Walworth. The Illinois Country 1673–1818. Chicago: A. G. McClurg and Company, 1922.

Presents a good overview of life in Illinois prior to statehood, including the impact of George Croghan and the firm Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan on the old Northwest.

Alvord, Clarence Walworth, and Clarence Edwin Carter, eds. Trade and Politics 1767–1769. Collections of the Illinois State Historical Society, Springfield, IL: Illinois State Historical Library, 1921. British Series, vol. 3.

Includes the correspondence between George Morgan in Illinois and the Philadelphia firm of Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan. Many references to buffalo.

Arnow, Harriette Simpson. Seedtime on the Cumberland. 2nd ed. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1983.

Includes many graphic pioneer accounts of life in Kentucky and Tennessee. Numerous references to buffalo hunting, many of which were drawn from the Draper Manuscript Collection.

Baily, Francis. Journal of a Tour in Unsettled Parts of North America in 1796 and 1797. Edited by Jack D. L. Holmes. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1969.

Documents Baily’s travels throughout the Ohio Valley, featuring an interview with Daniel Boone. Is striking for its lack of buffalo sightings.

Balesi, Charles J. The Time of the French in the Heart of North America, 1673–1818. Chicago: Alliance Française, 1992.

A dependable, well-written exegesis of the French intrusion in North America. Highlighted are the settlements of Illinois, a history of Fort de Chartres, and the cultural relations among the settlers, priests, voyageurs, coureurs de bois, and Métis. Includes excerpts from the journals of La Salle, D’Artaguiette, Jolliet, Tonty, and d’Iberville.

Barsness, Larry. Heads, Hides and Horns: The Compleat Buffalo Book. Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1985.

Deals mostly with trans-Mississippian buffalo. Included here because of its extensive bibliography.

Bassett, John Spencer, ed. The Writings of Colonel William Byrd. New York: Burt Franklin, 1970.

Byrd’s 1728 writings on buffalo.

Braund, Kathryn E. Holland. Deerskins and Duffels: Creek Indian Trade with Anglo-America, 1685–1815. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993.

Examines the mechanics and impact of the deer-skin trade between Creek Indians and Anglo-American traders in the Southeast.

Cleland, Hugh. George Washington in the Ohio Valley. Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1955.

Includes excerpts from the diary of George Washington written on a surveying expedition in the Ohio Valley in October–December 1770. Washington records the size of the buffalo herds he encountered.

Cresswell, Nicholas. The Journal of Nicholas Cresswell 1774–1777. 2nd ed. New York: Dial Press, 1928.

Cresswell came to America in 1774 to buy land. Taking up with James Nourse and others heading down the Ohio to Kentucky in April 1775, Cresswell kept a daily log of his adventures. His entries during this phase of his travels are rich in buffalo lore.

Cumming, W. P., S. E. Hillier, D. B. Quinn, and G. Williams, eds. The Exploration of North America 1630–1776. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1974.

A collection of memoirs, narratives, and journals, featuring, among others, accounts from Jolliet and Marquette, Mark Catesby, Gabriel Arthur, John Lawson, William Byrd, Thomas Walker, Christopher Gist, George Croghan, Daniel Boone, and William Bartram.

Dary, David A. The Buffalo Book: The Full Saga of an American Animal. 2nd ed. Athens, OH: Swallow Press, 1989.

The first chapter deals with the eastern buffalo.

Faragher, John Mack. Daniel Boone: The Life and Legend of an American Pioneer. New York: Henry B. Holt and Company, 1992.

A useful work on Boone.

Filson, John. The Discovery, Settlement and Present State of Kentucke. 2nd ed. Louisville, KY: John P. Morgan and Company, 1929.

This book, published in 1784, brought Daniel Boone international acclaim. Includes Boone’s observations of Kentucky game herds.

Garretson, Martin S. The American Bison: The Story of Its Extermination as a Wild Species and Its Restoration under Federal Protection. New York: New York Zoological Society, 1938.

A summary of the history of the killing of the buffalo by the secretary of the American Bison Society. Chapter 6 is devoted to the eastern buffalo.

Gray, John W. The Life of Joseph Bishop. 2nd ed. Spartanburg, SC: The Reprint Company, 1974.

About a hunter in the Cumberland in the 1790s who witnessed the last days of the buffalo.

Hall, General William. Early History of the Southwest. 2nd ed. Nashville, TN: Parthenon Press, 1968.

General Hall’s account of Tennessee’s Indian wars in Sumner County in 1787–95. A map of the area pinpoints a trace.

Hanna, Charles A. The Wilderness Trail. 2 vols. New York: Knickerbocker Press, 1911.

An overview of the trans-Allegheny replete with portrayals of famous French, British, and American leaders and frontiersmen, and tales of Indian wars. Includes many references to buffalo and traces.

Hennepin, Louis. A Description of Louisiana. Translated by John Gilmary Shea. 2nd ed. Ann Arbor, MI: University Microfilms. 1966.

An early account (1678–80) of the Louisiana Territory. Includes graphic observations of buffalo, especially along the upper Mississippi drainage.

Hornaday, William T. The Extermination of the American Bison. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1889.

One of the classics. Hornaday’s efforts during the late nineteenth and twentieth century were a major factor in saving the buffalo from extinction. Although much of the text in this dated work focuses on the West, there are several pages on buffalo in the East.

Hulbert, Archer Butler. Historic Highways of America. 2nd ed. 16 vols. New York: American Manuscript Press, 1971.

A dated series on the evolution of American roadways. Volume 1, “Paths of the Mound-Building Indians and Great Game Animals,” and volume 2, “Indian Thoroughfares,” are useful, but many claims are inflated.

James, Alton James, ed. George Rogers Clark Papers 1781–1784. 2 vols. Springfield, IL: American Manuscript Society Press, 1972.

James lists many entries about buying wild meat to feed troops and theorizes about the depletion of the herds.

Johnson, J. Stoddard. First Explorations of Kentucky. (Louisville, KY: John P. Morgan, 1898).

Klos, Heinz-Georg, and Arnfried Wunshmann. “The Wild and Domestic Oxen.” In Grzimek’s Animal Life Encyclopedia, edited by Dr. H. C. Bernhard Grzimek, Vol. 13:331–98. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1968.

A good overview of the buffalo and its Old World ancestor, the wisent (Bison bonasus).

Lawson, John. A New Voyage to Carolina. Edited by Hugh Talmage Lefler. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1967.

This immensely popular and often plagiarized work was first published in London in 1709. Since its first printing, it has gone through at least a dozen editions, including two German translations. Lawson toured the Piedmont of North and South Carolina between 1700 and 1701 and wrote about the “wild cattle” that he encountered. His work is one of the few reliable primary source documents on buffalo east of the Appalachians.

Lester, William Stewart. The Transylvania Colony. Spencer, IN: Samuel Guard, 1935.

One of the foremost books on Richard Henderson’s proposed “fourteenth colony” in Kentucky. A major contribution to American history.

Mereness, Newton D. Travels in the American Colonies. New York: Macmillan Company, 1916.

A collection of original memoirs ranging from Cuthbert Potter’s “Journal of a Journey from Virginia to New England, 1690” to “Colonel William Fleming’s Journal of Travels in Kentucky, 1783.” Also included are the journals of Diron D’Artaguiette, Captain Harry Gordon, General James Oglethorpe, and many others. Numerous firsthand sightings of buffalo are mentioned.

Myer, William E. Indian Trails of the Southeast. 2nd ed. Nashville: Blue and Gray Press, 1971.

A listing of trails and traces used by Indians and explorers. The map accompanying the text illustrates the extensive web of native “roadways” in use prior to European intrusion.

Penicaut, André. Fleur de Lys and Calumet: Being the Penicaut Narrative of French Adventure in Louisiana. Translated by Richebourg Gaillard McWilliams. Tuscaloosa: Univeristy of Alabama Press, 1981.

Penicaut’s observations and adventures during his travels in Alabama, Louisiana, and up the Mississippi to the Illinois country, written from 1698 to 1723. Many references to buffalo.

Pittman, Captain Philip. The Present State of the European Settlements on the Mississippi. 2nd ed. Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1973.

In this facsimile version of the 1770 edition, Captain Pittman, of His Majesty’s Fifteenth Regiment of Foot, describes his five-month journey in 1763 from St. Augustine, Florida, to Mobile, Alabama, and up the Mississippi to Fort de Chartres, Illinois.

Rhoads, Samuel N. The Mammals of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Philadelphia: Wickersham Printing, 1903.

Rhoads contends that the historic buffalo in Pennsylvania were Bison bison. Although he lists no historic buffalo sightings in New Jersey, evidence of buffalo in at least twenty Pennsylvania counties is barely documented. Some lore later quoted by Shoemaker also appears here.

Roe, Frank Gilbert. The North American Buffalo: A Critical Study of the Species in Its Wild State. 2nd ed. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1970.

This book is well researched, annotated, and footnoted, and has an extensive bibliography. Of all the buffalo books encountered in the course of this study, The North American Buffalo includes the most critical analysis of the data concerning the buffalo east of the Mississippi. Important topics include speciation controversies of the eastern buffalo, Bison bison, versus other North American variants; a critique of Henry W. Shoemaker’s work; herd size, migration theories, and buffalo demographics in the East; and buffalo habitat and historical chronology east of the Mississippi. Recent scholarship has proven Roe to be in error regarding the presence of buffalo in Florida and in other parts of the animal’s extreme southeastern range.

Shoemaker, Henry W. A Pennsylvania Bison Hunt. Middleburg, PA: Middleburg Post Press, 1915.

Pure fiction. Shoemaker contends that the Pennsylvania buffalo was the wood bison, basing his case on the thirdhand remembrances of eighty-nine-year-old Jacob Quiggle (1821–1911).

Silver, Timothy. A New Face on the Countryside: Indians, Colonists, and Slaves in the South Atlantic Forests, 1500–1800. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1993.

An important piece of environmental history that shows how human habitation, regardless of ethnic group, altered the diverse, constantly changing ecosystems of the countryside.

Swanton, John R. The Indians of the Southeastern United States. 2nd ed. Washington DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1979.

Thwaites, Reuben Gold, ed. Early Western Travels 1748–1846. 32 vols. New York: American Manuscript Press, 1966. 32 vols.

Includes the journals of George Croghan and André Michaux, buffalo lore, numerous references to Long Hunters and early trans-Appalachian explorers, and discussions of Indian relations and the demise of the game herds.

_____. The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents. 73 vols. New York: Pageant Books, 1959.

Storehouses of information on the cultural and social relationships between the Great Lake and Ohio Valley Indians and the Jesuit missionaries. Numerous references to buffalo.

Timberlake, Henry. Lieut. Henry Timberlake’s Memoirs, 1756–1765. 2nd ed. Edited by Samuel Cole Williams. Marietta, GA: Continental Book Company, 1948.

The journal of Timberlake’s forays into the Cumberland in 1762, in which he charted the rivers he navigated and recorded much of what he saw. This was the first Tennessee survey deemed as authoritative. His narrative has many references to buffalo.

Van Doran, Mark, ed. The Travels of William Bartram. New York: Barnes and Noble, 1940.

Bartram was a famous naturalist of the late 1700s whose narratives note the demise of the herds.

Wainwright, Nicholas B. George Croghan: Wilderness Diplomat. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1959.

Croghan was an English trader from Pennsylvania who traveled extensively in the Ohio Valley during the 1750s to 1760s. He made many observations about buffalo and traces.

Wallace, Paul A. W., ed. Thirty Thousand Miles with John Heckewelder. Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1958.

Heckewelder was a Moravian missionary to Indians throughout Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia during the late 1700s. He frequently saw buffalo.

White, Richard. The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650–1815. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1993.

A landmark work critical in attempting to understand the tenuous cultural accommodations, search for commonality, and conflicts arising between Indians and whites living in the upper Mississippi Valley.

_____. The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change among the Choctaws, Pawnees, and Navajos. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988.

New historical, anthropological, and ecological thought concerning the collapse of these three representative native subsistence economies in the wake of the European invasion. White argues that buffalo came east after the time of de Soto and other Spanish invaders. This work is useful in helping determine the demographics of white-tailed deer herds at the time of contact.

Williams, Samuel Cole. Dawn of Tennessee Valley and Tennessee History. Johnson City, TN: Watauga Press, 1937.

An overview of Tennessee history from Hernando de Soto to state-hood. Chapter 5 deals with traces in the Southeast. The book also discusses Long Hunters.

_____. Early Travels in the Tennessee Country 1540–1800. Johnson City, TN: Watauga Press, 1928.

This volume consists of journals of expeditions into Tennessee, including the explorations of Diron D’Artaguiette (1722–23), John Donelson (1779–80), John Lipscomb (1784), and Lewis Brantz (1785).

Young, Chester Raymond, ed. Westward into Kentucky: The Narrative of Daniel Trabue. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1981. Originally found in DM 57J.

Trabue, a contemporary of Daniel Boone’s, provides graphic testimony of buffalo hunting in eastern and central Kentucky during settlement.

OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
THE
[ONG HUNT

Death of the Buffalo East of
the Mississippi

Ted Franklin Belue






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_001.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png





