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    With gratitude to my parents for making the Christmas holidays such happy occasions and the memories so special.

      

    

About this Book

There’s no lack of drama in Edgemont during the holiday season even without baffling deaths to unravel. Meet up again with your favourite couples as they navigate the season of goodwill.

If you’re new to the “Village of Edgemont”  mystery series you can read “A Crimeless Christmas in Edgemont“ simply as a holiday story, but here’s the background on our main characters:

Judith Taylor was a reserved woman in her early thirties living a solitary life with no family or friends until she unwillingly became involved in a police investigation led by Detective George Grant. Judith worked as the Bursar at the Edgemont School for Girls for several years but when Principal Patricia Johnson retires she recommends Judith as the replacement. 

George Grant known as “Grant”, fought his attraction towards Judith until a threat against her life pushed the two of them closer together. Although commitment-shy he is forced to recognize the depth of his feeling for Judith when another man takes an interest.

Lila Morelli, the Nurse at the Edgemont School for Girls, has steamrollered Judith into forming a friendship using her vibrant personality. Lila’s marriage has ended and she’s enjoying a flirtation with Brian Penner, the widowed father of a student at the school.

Brian Penner is a General Contractor with his own construction company. He met Lila when his daughter Beth went missing and her kindness drew him in. He’s ready to commit to a serious relationship and wants to have a family with her.

Beth Penner Brian’s daughter, a student at Edgemont School for Girls
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Retirement Party
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“Listen, I’m thrilled to bits that Marta Smith is retiring – especially since she’s moving to BC – but why would I go to her farewell party? I can’t stand the woman!”

“Judith! You can’t go around saying stuff like that! Now that you’re the principal you have to be more circumspect in your language.”

It's Thursday evening and Judith is at the home of her best friend and coworker Lila Morelli. They've just finished a huge meal, courtesy of Lila's landlady Mrs. Piernitsky. While groaning on the couch, complaining they ate too much, Lila springs the retirement party news.

“Why? Pat never held back when she was principal. She hated Marta and said so.”

“Look, just try to be a bit more um... diplomatic, okay?” replies Lila in a placating manner.

Grumbling, although she knows her friend is right, Judith adds: “Besides, Marta doesn’t want me at her party. The only reason she’s retiring is because I was chosen as principal over her so if I show up she’ll accuse me of gloating.”

“Oh we’re not actually going to show up... sorry! is that what you thought I meant? No, we’re attending virtually, via Zoom. We haven’t been invited to the in-person event because there’s a limit... I think it’s a maximum of 15 people.”

“Does Marta actually have 15 friends?”

“Apparently so! but seriously, she’d invite the cafeteria ladies if it meant making up her numbers to avoid inviting us.”

“Works for me! So how do we go about this Zoom thing?”

“We’ll join in using my iPad when they’re giving her the group gift so she can thank everyone–”

“It will be like watching the Queen minus the little wave,” interrupts Judith.

Ignoring her friend Lila continues: “...and then we just wish her well and sign off. Remember to watch what you say although I will be muting our microphone afterwards.

Judith frowns slightly as she thinks this over finally stating: “Right, I like the idea. Is there any way I can incorporate this Zoom into all of my future meetings, parties, dinners...”

“Aha! Now I know why you’re so cranky,” Lila smirks.

Judith squints her eyes and lifts an eyebrow.

“Never mind giving me that look, you’re in a mood because you’ve got to go meet Grant’s sisters. For a big family dinner.” Lila starts to chuckle adding: “You can’t Zoom into it, either.”

“Ha-ha, but actually you’re wrong. There’s not going to be a big family dinner because that’s no longer allowed. They figure this big surge in Covid hospitalizations occurred because of all the get-togethers at Thanksgiving so now the restrictions are back.”

“Oh that’s too bad. So you won’t get to meet his family after all?”

“No I will, but it’s just going to be his sisters. There’s a thing about correct distancing and low, like only 30%, occupancy in restaurants so Grant and I are going to meet up with both of them for dessert. That was my idea. It’s the shortest way I could think of for us to get together for a meal like they asked.”

Lila shakes her head saying: “They’re going to be your family too some day, you’re going to have to get used to it Judith.”

“Yeah well, I’ll worry about that when some day rolls around.”

Laughing at her friend’s contrariness Lila says: “You’re the one with the commitment problem, Judith. Grant’s all-in with you two. It was such a big step for him to open up and admit to his guilt feelings in that college girl's death. He’s changed so much, and all for the better.”

“I know you were able to help him through that Lila, and we both appreciate it, but he does seem to be moving pretty quickly all of a sudden. I mean, first he wants me to meet his family and then he wants us to book appointments with a Realtor to view properties!”

“Oh really? that sounds great. This just goes to show that he’s totally into you and the only drawback is you being such a pessimist.”

“Well... that’s not the only issue.”

“What else?”

Biting her lip shows an uncertainty that’s very unlike Judith’s normal behaviour. Seeing that Lila is looking at her with caring sympathy Judith blurts out that she
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