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“Love is an irresistible desire to be irresistibly desired.”
— Robert Frost

LINDA M. CRATE (she/her) is a Pennsylvanian writer whose poetry, short stories, articles, and reviews have been published in a myriad of magazines both online and in print. She has twelve published chapbooks the latest being: Searching Stained Glass Windows For An Answer (Alien Buddha Publishing, December 2022).
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Sky Dancers
by Linda M. Crate
your touch
wilts away all
self control,
makes me desire
the flames of your
touch to burn
across every cold
winter of my heart;
your love is as
intense and passionate
as mine—
you are many poems
wrapped in the bones
of personhood,
and something in your
magic called to mine;
so promise me forever—
you can be my sun,
and i will be your moon;
together we'll always
dance in the sky.

Fire & Water
by Linda M. Crate
in a sky
together
we'll dance,
you: my sun,
and i: your moon;
every star will
sing of our love dazzling
our dance through the
heavens and clouds—
our song
will be remembered by
every rose finch and raven
in this lifetime and every
one after,
and our love will find
each other, each and every
time;
each kiss feels like
the first time,
each hand hold feels
like heaven in a touch;
our bodies together dance
a perfect electric beat
of opposites that attract—
you are fire, and i am water
but together the steam
of our love echoes in every
corner of the universe.

This Body
by Linda M. Crate
your lips
red
as my passion
and desire,
your hands
soft as the petals
of the rose;
and your words a
soft and airy
magic that kisses mine
in a language no one
else has ever understood—
the mythology of my
bones is something
you understand,
not some ancient language
that leaves you baffled as
everyone else before you baffled
at my prose;
you know my soul
and my heart—
so i'll give you
this body
any time you ache
to know it because i know this
everlasting love will hold us
in this universe and every other
lifetime ahead of us,
and i am excited to know
us more fully.

Feed My Want
by Linda M. Crate
let me feel
your carnal
touch,
leave bruises on
my throat
the colour of a purple
moon;
and i'll leave
my constellations
of my nails against
every whisper of the
cosmos that is
your back—
touch my desire,
and feed my temptations;
let our love spill over
in every act and word
that is meant to be ours—
i can be eloquent
any other moment,
right now i simply want
your body in and on mine;
so let my lips shipwreck
yours and let us fall into the
soft petals of these sheets
and birth new flowers
into existence.

The Promise of Forever
by Linda M. Crate
i can deal with
being lonely
and alone,
i can't deal with
being alone
when i am with
you;
so let's cut across
all the distance
between us and get
to know one another
better—
i don't want a shallow
romance,
but a deep love;
one that can anchor me on
the roughest days,
one that is fair and true;
so kiss me with the promise
of forever or keep walking.

A Romance Big Enough for the Both of Us
by Linda M. Crate
my heart
is a love spell,
don't waste
the elixir of my
desire in distance;
i crave someone
to hold me even when
my flames sear flesh—
because i know
i am intense,
only been told a hundred
thousand times;
but my magic and my songs
are worth it—
so if you want your lyrics
and mine to create
the perfect dance, then you've
got to lose your fear of
depths,
and dive into the chaos of me;
i will house your dreams
and help you with yours but you
must promise to do the same—
i have been in too many one-sided
love stories so promise me this
is a romance big enough
for the both of us.
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