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THE BIRTH OF THE TERRITORIALS

In his Army Reforms of 1906/07 the Secretary of State for War, Richard Burdon Haldane, provided for an expeditionary force—the Regular Army supplemented by the old Militia (now called the Special Reserve); and a new organisation intended for home defence—the Territorial Force. The new ‘Citizen’s Army’ was formed by the transfer of the Honourable Artillery Company, Imperial Yeomanry and Volunteer Force, all with many years of service and tradition.

Existing since 1537 and having been chartered by Henry VIII, the Honourable Artillery Company proudly claimed its seniority among not only the auxiliary forces but the Regulars too. Likewise many units of the Yeomanry could justifiably claim great age, a fair number having origins in those corps sanctioned in 1794 when invasion from France was a serious threat. Again, in 1859, a possible attack on home shores saw the formation of the Volunteer Force.

Created under the Territorial and Reserve Forces Act, 7 Ed. VII, cap. 9, dated 2 August 1907, the Territorial Force came into being on 1 April 1908. The 1907 Act provided for the setting up of County Territorial Force Associations whose responsibility it was to see to the administration of units in their charge at all times, except when called out for training or actual military service, or when embodied. These Associations also handled financial matters and recruiting, and were expected to hand over equipped and complete, when required for the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief to train and handle in the field, all units in its charge. There were at this time no units in Ireland, the Territorial Force being confined to England, Scotland and Wales.

In a Special Army Order dated 18 March 1908 (para. 1) the organisation of the Territorial Force was set out. It stated that the Territorial Force was to be modelled on the Regular Army and should consist of 14 Divisions, 14 Mounted Brigades, certain Army Troops and special troops for defended ports, the latter consisting of such artillery and engineers as could not be provided by divisions. This same Army Order also explained the main points in which the organisation of the Territorial Force deviated from that of the Regular Army. The Yeomanry were organised for the purpose of training and administration in regiments of four squadrons instead of three, as in the Regular cavalry. A whole regiment of Yeomanry was allocated as divisional cavalry, instead of two squadrons, as in a Regular division. Horse, Field and Mountain Artillery were to be on a four-gun instead of a six-gun battery basis.

Under the conditions of the new system the Territorial Force was, if embodied, liable to be called out for service in any part of the United Kingdom, but it could not be ordered to go overseas. There were, however, provisions for other forms of service if required—the Special and Imperial Service Sections. The Special Service Section comprised members of Territorial units who had volunteered to be called out in case of national emergency, whether a state of embodiment was in operation or not. These men were required to be passed fit for the duties given them and were expected to serve under special conditions for a period not exceeding one month.
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The white metal Imperial Service badge or brooch, worn on the right breast by men of units which volunteered for overseas service. (Unless otherwise credited, all photographs are from the author’s collection)
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No. 4 Company, Hampshire Royal Garrison Artillery, Cliff End Camp, 1909. Note the white leather 1888 pattern equipment being worn with both full and service dress. No. 4 Company was from Portsmouth, and served throughout the war on coastal defences.

Officers and men of the peacetime Territorial Force could also offer to serve outside the United Kingdom in time of national emergency. Under the conditions set out for the Imperial Service Section, a Territorial could undertake to serve abroad, but only with his own unit, or with part of his own unit: he could not be drafted as an individual to any other unit except at his own request. Upon 90 per cent of a unit’s strength having volunteered for overseas service, the words ‘Imperial Service’ were placed in the Army List after its title.


ORGANISATION IN 1914

The several Arms of the Territorial Force were as those for the Regular Army, its cavalry being known as Yeomanry. There were infantry battalions (some consisting of cyclists and unique to the TF), artillery, engineers, supply and medical formations, together with a special unit set up for the training of officers. Leading civil and railway engineers provided an officers-only corps, while trained nurses formed the Territorial Force Nursing Staff. There were also officers of the Army Veterinary Corps and Chaplains serving with Territorial Force units.

The following tables give a complete listing of all Territorial Force units that existed at the outbreak of war in 1914. The headquarters of each appears in brackets alongside its title.

Yeomanry Regiments

There were originally, in 1908, 56 regiments of Yeomanry each comprising four squadrons, and forming part of, or attached to, one or other of the new mounted brigades. In 1913 King Edward’s Horse (The King’s Overseas Dominions Regiment) was transferred to the Special Reserve, its place being taken in the following year by the formation of the Welsh Horse just after war was declared. Also in 1914 the Scottish Horse, then with two regiments, formed a third. Yeomanry regiments in 1914 were as follows:

Ayrshire (Ayr)

Bedfordshire (Bedford)

Berkshire (Reading)

Buckinghamshire (Buckingham)

Cheshire (Chester)

Denbighshire (Wrexham)

Derbyshire (Derby)

Royal 1st Devon (Exeter)

Royal North Devon (Barnstaple)

Dorset (Sherborne)

Essex (Colchester)

Fife and Forfar (Kirkcaldy)

Glamorgan (Bridgend)

Gloucestershire (Gloucester)

Hampshire (Winchester)

Hertfordshire (Hertford)

Royal East Kent (Canterbury)

West Kent (Maidstone)

Lanarkshire (Lanark)

Lanarkshire, Royal Glasgow (Yorkhill)

Lancashire Hussars (Liverpool)

Duke of Lancaster’s Own (Manchester)

Leicestershire (Leicester)

Lincolnshire (Lincoln)

City of London (Finsbury Sq.)

1st County of London (Chelsea)

2nd County of London (Westminster)

3rd County of London (St. John’s Wood)

Lothians and Border Horse (Edinburgh)

1st Lovat’s Scouts (Beauly)

2nd Lovat’s Scouts (Beauly)

Montgomeryshire (Welshpool)

Norfolk (Norwich)

Northamptonshire (Northampton)

Northumberland (Newcastle-upon-Tyne)

Nottingham, Sherwood Rangers (Retford)

Nottingham, South Notts Hussars (Nottingham)

Oxfordshire (Oxford)

Pembrokeshire (Tenby)

1st Scottish Horse (Dunkeld)

2nd Scottish Horse (Aberdeen)

3rd Scottish Horse

Shropshire (Shrewsbury)

North Somerset (Bath)

West Somerset (Taunton)

Staffordshire (Stafford)

Suffolk (Bury St. Edmunds)

Surrey (Clapham Park)

Sussex (Brighton)

Warwickshire (Warwick)

Welsh Horse (Cardiff)

Westmorland and Cumberland (Penrith)

Royal Wiltshire (Chippenham)

Worcestershire (Worcester)

Yorkshire Dragoons (Doncaster)

Yorkshire Hussars (York)

East Riding of Yorkshire (Beverley)

Royal Horse Artillery

In 1908 eleven new units of horse artillery were formed, which together with the artillery section of the Honourable Artillery Company provided one battery and an ammunition column each for 13 of the 14 new mounted brigades. Mounted artillery for the remaining brigade was originally to come from Wiltshire, but recruiting did not go well and it fell to Hampshire in 1909 to provide the necessary personnel. Royal Horse Artillery formations were:
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Drivers and Trumpeters from one of the London Brigades, Royal Field Artillery, at camp in Kent in 1910. These men are wearing the old 60-round leather bandolier, obsolete since 1903. Note also the leather and steel legprotectors worn by drivers on the right leg when mounted.
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Warwickshire Yeomanry other ranks’ full dress: dark blue with white facings and piping, 1911.

Ayrshire (Ayr)

Berkshire (Reading)

Essex (Chelmsford)

Glamorgan (Port Talbot)

Hampshire (Southampton)

Inverness-shire (Inverness)

Leicestershire (Leicester)

Nottinghamshire (Nottingham)

West Riding (Rotherham)

Shropshire (Shrewsbury)

Somerset (Taunton)

Warwickshire (Leamington)

A Battery HAC (Finsbury)

B Battery HAC (Finsbury)

Royal Field Artillery

Field artillery was provided for each of the 14 Territorial Force divisions—except the Highland Division — being made up of three field and one howitzer brigade; the Highland Division had two field and one howitzer, with a 4th Mountain Brigade that came under the Royal Garrison Artillery. Field brigades were made up of three batteries each, while the howitzer units comprised two. Each brigade had its own ammunition column, and was known—except for the 3rd Welsh, which was redesignated as Cheshire Brigade in 1913—by the name of its division, e.g. 1st East Anglian Brigade. Within the brigade, however, batteries were named, e.g. 1st Norfolk Battery, 2nd Norfolk Battery etc. Brigades in 1914 were as follows:

1st East Anglian (Norwich)

2nd East Anglian (Stratford)

3rd East Anglian (Howitzer)(Ipswich)

4th East Anglian (Hertford)

1st Highland (Aberdeen)

2nd Highland (Dundee)

3rd Highland (Howitzer) (Greenock)

1st Home Counties (Brighton)

2nd Home Counties (Eastbourne)

3rd Home Counties (Dover)

4th Home Counties (Howitzer) (Erith)

1st East Lancashire (Blackburn)

2nd East Lancashire (Manchester)

3rd East Lancashire (Bolton)

4th East Lancashire (Howitzer) (Workington)

1st West Lancashire Liverpool)

2nd West Lancashire (Preston)

3rd West Lancashire (Liverpool)

4th West Lancashire (Howitzer) (Liverpool)

1st London (Bloomsbury)

2nd London (Woolwich)

3rd London (Finsbury)

4th London (Howitzer) (Lewisham)

5th London (Lambeth)

6th London (Brixton)

7th London (Fulham)

8th London (Howitzer) (Woolwich)

1st Lowland (Edinburgh)

2nd Lowland (Irvine)

3rd Lowland (Glasgow)

4th Lowland (Howitzer) (Glasgow)

1st North Midland (Grimsby)

2nd North Midland (Shelton)

3rd North Midland (Wolverhampton)

4th North Midland (Howitzer)(Derby)

1st South Midland (Bristol)

2nd South Midland (Worcester)

3rd South Midland (Birmingham)

4th South Midland (Howitzer)(Coventry)

1st Northumbrian (Newcastle-upon-Tyne)

2nd Northumbrian (Hull)

3rd Northumbrian (Seaham Harbour)

4th Northumbrian (Howitzer) (South Shields)

1st West Riding (Leeds)

2nd West Riding (Bradford)

3rd West Riding (Sheffield)

4th West Riding (Howitzer)(Otley)

1st Welsh (Howitzer) (Swansea)

2nd Welsh (Cardiff)

Cheshire (Chester)

4th Welsh (Newport)

1st Wessex (Portsmouth)

2nd Wessex (Howitzer) (Ryde)

3rd Wessex (Swindon)

4th Wessex (Exeter)

Royal Garrison Artillery

As previously mentioned the Highland Division included three field artillery brigades instead of four. Due to the mountainous character of the area in which its 4th Brigade was recruited—Argyllshire, Buteshire, Ross and Cromarty—its role was that of mountain artillery, and consequently the 4th Highland (Mountain) Brigade was placed into the Royal Garrison Artillery.

The next section of the Royal Garrison Artillery appeared in the Army List under the heading of ‘Heavy’. This comprised 14 heavy batteries, one per division, each with its own ammunition column. Divisional Heavy Batteries were known by the name of their division but also included in their titles a geographical location. Units in 1914 were:

East Anglian (Essex) (Stratford Green)

Highland (Fifeshire) (Dunfermline)

Home Counties (Kent) (Faversham)

1st Lancashire (Liverpool)

2nd Lancashire (Liverpool)

1st London (Islington)

2nd London (Islington)

Lowland (City of Edinburgh)

North Midland (Staffordshire) (Stoke-on-Trent)

South Midland (Warwickshire) (Birmingham)

Northumbrian (North Riding) (Middlesbrough)

West Riding (York)

Welsh (Carnarvonshire) (Bangor)

Wessex (Hampshire) Cosham

Units formed under the heading of Royal Garrison Artillery (for defended ports) were located around naval bases and defended ports, and were required to man coast defences in case of general mobilisation. Containing between two and ten garrison companies, and in some cases heavy batteries, each unit trained on the guns and works which it was to man in war. There were originally 16 units in this arm, but in 1910 the Sussex and Kent Royal Garrison Artillery, till then comprising three Sussex companies and seven Kent, was divided. Royal Garrison Artillery (for defended ports) units were:

Clyde (Port Glasgow)

Cornwall (Falmouth)

Devonshire (Plymouth)

Dorsetshire (Weymouth)

Durham (West Hartlepool)

East Riding (Hull)

Essex and Suffolk (Dovercourt)

Forth (Edinburgh)

Glamorgan (Cardiff)

Hampshire (Southampton)

Kent (Sheerness)

Lancashire and Cheshire (Liverpool)

Orkney (Kirkwall)

Pembroke (Milford Haven)

North Scottish (Broughty Ferry)

Sussex (Brighton)

Tynemouth (North Shields)

Royal Engineers

Prior to 1913 each of the 14 divisional engineer formations comprised two field and one telegraph company; but signal personnel were subsequently removed and organised as part of the Royal Engineers Signal Service. At a divisional level the same fourteen companies were retained but each was divided into four sections, one serving Headquarters and one each bearing the name of the infantry brigade that it served. Headquarters of Divisional Engineers and Signals were:

[image: image]

No. 1 Heavy Battery, Hampshire Royal Garrison Artillery at Lydd, 1911. This Southampton unit is seen practising with one of its 4.7 in. Quick Firing guns.
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The Infantry















































































Army Service Corps

































Royal Army Medical Corps


































































































Territorial Force Nursing Service


Divisions


East Anglian Division




Highland Division




Home Counties Division




East Lancashire Division




West Lancashire Division




1st London Division




2nd London Division








Lowland Division




North Midland Division




South Midland Division




Northumbrian Division




West Riding Division




Welsh Division




Wessex Division





Eastern Mounted Brigade





South Eastern Mounted Brigade





London Mounted Brigade





Yorkshire Mounted Brigade





1st South Western Mounted Brigade





2nd South Western Mounted Brigade





Welsh Border Mounted Brigade





South Wales Mounted Brigade





Notts and Derby Mounted Brigade





North Midland Mounted Brigade





Highland Mounted Brigade





Lowland Mounted Brigade





1st South Midland Mounted Brigade





2nd South Midland Mounted Brigade
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