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Welcome to my latest notebook. My name is Olga. You might be familiar with me since I’m the kid who discovered a fascinating new animal species:
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Here’s what I know about her so far:
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My specimen is an adorable female that I named Meh because of the sound she makes all the time.
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I used to be a lonely kid. My only friend was my spider, Rita, who lives under the sink.
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But since I discovered Meh, my life has changed for the better.

I used to think that animals were the only friends I would ever make. I made this bar graph to compare my feelings for humans and animals. Not hard to guess who the winner is!
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I still think that animals are way cooler than humans. If I was given the chance to redesign the human body, I’d give us more animal features.
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Because of Meh I began to go out and meet interesting humans. She gave a purpose to my life.
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Life with Meh is chock-full of amazing discoveries, but the latest one is by far the biggest. I opened my fridge yesterday to find her snuggled among a bunch of Seven of them, to be precise.
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I don’t know about you, but finding seven baby Olgamuses in my fridge is not something that happens to me every day!
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I think I could say without exaggerating that yesterday was the most exciting (and exhausting) day of my life.
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And they were [image: image]

So delicate, so tiny, so weird looking! How I itched to pick one up to look at it more closely, but when I got my hand too close to them, Meh didn’t like it one bit.
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Some of my friends were at my house with me when I discovered the babies. They were as fascinated as I was.
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We spent a few minutes watching them quietly. Then one of my friends, Farla, got a funny look on her face and screamed:
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I call Farla and her sister, Shalala, the Lalas. They’re sort of my frenemies, and they have a tendency to notice yucky things and are easily disgusted. I find this annoying, but I guess they have other good qualities.

Plus, they were right about the fridge. It was HORRIFYING.
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I’m not very good at cleaning. Like many scientists, I’m very busy with my research, and sometimes cleaning ends up at the bottom of my priority list. Anyway, my fridge is usually pretty empty. Yesterday, though, it was not.
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It was cleanup time, all right. We got rid of a bunch of junk, wiped down the glass shelves using some Windex and a sponge, and cleared a whole shelf out for Meh and the babies.
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Chuck came back with the dog bed that Mister used as a baby.

[image: image]

I didn’t want to pick the babies up and disturb the little family, so I gently closed the fridge door and waited to see if Meh would transfer her babies to the cozy shelf.
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While we waited, I opened my notebook and wrote down four OBSERVATIONS:
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This notebook is going to fill up pretty quickly! Oh, how I wish I could see right through the fridge door! I’d just spend every minute looking at the babies.
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Any excuse to go to Mr. Hoopah’s store is good. I love that place.

What I’ve found recently at
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We told him about the baby Olgamuses. He was very excited.
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Mr. Hoopah disappeared into the back of the store, which seems like the most mysterious place. It must be full of treasures like Ali Baba’s cave. I sometimes wonder if he lives there.
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He came back quickly carrying a giant jar. He looked very proud.
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I thanked him and took the jar, and we were about to leave when I felt my stomach grumble. Chuck, the Lalas, and I looked around for interesting snacks. Here were some of our choices:
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Of course, I went for the mac-and-cheese-flavored ramen. The others picked their own snacks (fried jellyfish chips for Shalala, crab cakes for Farla, and vegetarian chicken wings for Chuck), and then Farla asked me if I wanted to go sit at the picnic table outside the store with them.
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At home, I set my snack down on the table, washed my hands, and opened the fridge door to take one last look at the babies before going to bed. They were quiet, half asleep, and so was Meh.

I played them a little lullaby on the ukulele that I composed on the spot. I felt very inspired.

[image: image]

Then I went to sleep right next to the fridge, on the floor. I had totally forgotten to eat my mac and cheese.
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I woke up early in the morning
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