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			Dedication 

			To my grandchildren and children of all ages everywhere.
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			Tony is the nickname of a boxer dog named Anthony. Tony had a sister named Cleo, short for Cleopatra. Together Anthony and Cleopatra were true Shakespearean characters. They lived near the beach in beautiful Massachusetts and had the best life together.

			Tony loved the companionship of his sister Cleo. They were together every day, running on the beach, digging in the yard, and playing fetch.

			“You are my best friend, Tony,” said Cleo. Tony smiled. 

			“You are my best friend, too, Cleo,” he replied.
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			But one sad day, Cleo got very sick, and within days she passed away, leaving Tony all alone. Tony missed Cleo very much. 

			Cleo was invited away to be with her Maker, God in heaven, and to receive her rewards for her kind life.
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			Tony knew this was so because of a story he had heard. Not too long ago, a little boy’s pet dog died. This little boy, Angelo, lived in Rome, Italy. One day, Angelo met The Holy Father, Pope Francis. Angelo asked Francis if his dog was in heaven. Francis told Angelo, “We do not know that your pet is not in heaven.”
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			Tony thought, “Now that Cleo has gone to heaven, I will have to make new friends.”

			Tony’s owners, John and Mia, loved each other very much and liked doing things together. When they needed to make a visit to the local recycling center, they took Tony with them, because he was such good company. 
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			At the Center was a llama named Leo. Tony had never seen anything like Leo before. Leo was very tall and fluffy, and had a sly smile. 

			“Hello, sir!” said Tony, walking up to the llama. “Would you be my friend?” 

			But Leo was too busy attending to the people dropping off their recycling, and didn’t have time to talk to Tony. This made Tony sad. He knew he and the llama could be friends, if only the  llama would take the time to look up and meet him.

		


			Soon after, it was time for John and Mia to go to Winter Haven, Florida. The weather was getting cold up north, and the couple liked to spend the winter in the warmth down south. Of course, Tony went with them. 
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			One afternoon a giant white egret named Gloria flew by and saw Tony. She was called Gloria because she was glorious, sparkling white. Tony saw her while he was by a lake in Florida. He approached Gloria cautiously. She was so beautiful and graceful, it was almost as though she had come down from heaven.
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			“Will you be my friend?” Tony asked the egret shyly.

			“Yes, I would be happy to be your friend,” Gloria replied graciously.

			And so Gloria became Tony’s first new friend. She would walk with him wherever he went. They loved to play catch, with Gloria gracefully tossing a frisbee for Tony to run after and retrieve.
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			In time, however, Gloria had duties she had to tend to and flew away.

			Tony missed Gloria, and he especially still missed his Cleo every day. One morning, Tony was sitting in his yard when he heard a huge commotion. A big pig named Sassafras cracked through the picket fence to visit Tony. Sassafras was followed by a Chihuahua named Mexicana. 
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			Mexicana kept her
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