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“Easy reading is damn hard writing.”


-  Nathaniel Hawthorne
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The Boogeyman 

Leviticus Wilson sat in his jail cell staring at the wall. He had been this way since receiving word that Jack-Knife Jones was shanked by a rival gang member in the quad. Normally, it mattered little to him when an inmate met an untimely end, least of all Jack-Knife, but he had a special connection to the man.  Not only did he personally initiate Jack-Knife into the Compton Arachnids, he took him under his wing and trained the soldier. The main issue with Jack-Knife was that everything the man touched jack-knifed on him and turned out for the worse for everyone involved. 

A cool wind blew through the small window ushering in a gust of much needed fresh air to a very stale environment reeking of anger, angst and the need of a soft woman. In two days, he would go before the parole board and this time, he was certain he was getting out. I have to get out.  I must get out. 

The life of a gang member wasn’t long for this world, but somehow, Leviticus had managed to defy the odds.  Never one to brag that he could be eligible for father of the year, he’d done the best he knew how with the tools he had been given. Three beautiful women had been at his side during his heyday in the Arachnids: Lucious Lucy Guia, Rosy Rozzie Karo and Cookie Brown. Each of his women had borne him children. Lucy gave him three fine boys.  One he even heard went on to become a lawyer.  Another was the top dog over in D Block and the third had been shot down on Sepulveda in the middle of the night.  No matter; they were fine strapping boys.

Rozzie Karo hadn’t been able to carry a child to term or at least that’s what she told him. He had a special place in his heart for Rozzie. That woman had been places and knew people.  People with means who could move large quantities of product from coast to coast, which help him grow his brand. In less than three years, he had more money than he knew what to do with and he was the man with a plan. No one defied his agenda. As leader of the Arachnids, Leviticus Wilson ruled Compton with an iron fist. 

Also at his side was Cookie Brown.  She reminded him of Jack-Knife Jones. That woman couldn’t hold water in a bucket with two silver handles molded to her hands.  Any time he wanted rival gangs to be in the wrong place at the right time, all he had to do was slip some intel to Cookie and by sundown it was everywhere.  The woman just didn’t know any better.  But she was a loving mother and good to him.  Cookie Brown gave him two beautiful girls, Kveisha and TataLavisha, who were twins. Never had he met two people more unlike than those girls.  Kveisha was his through and through, but that TataLavisha, or Tae-Tay as she liked to be called, was nothing like him or Cookie.  She was a quiet one, with eyes that took in everything around her.  Secretly, out of all of his children, she was his favorite. It didn’t matter what the situation, she could adapt—adapt and survive.

Tae-Tay had a great head on her shoulders and was a thinker, whereas Kveisha would run her head through a wall and then yell to everyone that she had manufactured an opening.  It broke his heart when Kveisha joined the Arachnids when she turned 16. She ran hard and deep and even managed to get her own crew. Leviticus cried when he heard she had hooked up with Jack-Knife and was living the same life her mother lived. At 20 years old, her future was bleak.  A year later she was carrying Jack-Knife’s child, along with four other women in a six block radius. When Jack-Knife was sent up to prison, Leviticus saw it as a blessing and a curse.  She was on the bus with the four other women who also brought their children to see their inmate lover. While she waited her turn to speak with her baby’s father, Kveisha would visit Leviticus.

“Let me see that handsome grandson of mine.  Turn that boy around, Kveisha,” Leviticus asked her. “He is a fine boy, a little small.  Now what is his name again?”

“His name is Douglas, Daddy.  Douglas Brown,” she said with pride. “I gave him a normal name because he is special and he is going to go on to do special things. I can feel it.”

Leviticus could also feel in his heart that Kveisha was not going to go on to be anything more than what she was. The boy was only two when she was killed by rival gang members on a night that she went alone to the drug store to pick up some cough syrup for little Douglas. She bled out in a back alley three blocks from home with a severed carotid. 

Cookie delivered the news that she had passed to Leviticus in prison.  It was, understandably so, one of the darkest days of Leviticus’ life.  As much as he wanted to mourn her, a prison was no place to be seen crying. His second darkest day came a few weeks ago when he found out that Jack-Knife had been, well, jacked and knifed in the laundry, and he too was dead. This was bad news for not only Douglas, but also for Tae-Tay.  The gang leaders would want to take the child under their wings and protect the son of a soldier. It also meant they would want his only remaining daughter, Tae-Tay.

There was no doubting in his mind, his heart and his soul that he was a bad man.  Tae-Tay had even called him the Boogeyman on several occasions when he came home drunk, high, or both. Feeling full of himself and euphoric on self-proclaimed power, he would raise his voice, his fist, or whatever else was in his hand. Leviticus’ biggest downfall came when he began to sample the products he sold, unaware of the other boogeymen he had let into his home while he slept it off.  It only took one instance of a lieutenant in the Arachnids to try to take advantage of Cookie Brown while Leviticus lay passed out 10 feet away. One of the soldiers actually had the nerve to reach for one of her 13-year-old daughters. Wielding a knife and Grandma Brown’s cast iron chicken fryer, she went after the men, forcing them from her home.

While Cookie Brown loved to run and tell everything, she never told a soul that she was the one who called the police on Leviticus when he came home two nights later in the same state.  This time he brought with him a different set of men, rougher looking than the ones she had run off before.  Climbing out of a bedroom window, she fled in the middle of the night with her daughters. From the safety of her sister’s Ethel’s home, she called 911 to report drug activity at the residence off Dunwoody and Tutwiler Drives, her home that she would never return to again.

After his incarceration, she rode the bus to the prison for almost a year with Lucy, her boys, and Rozzie in a show of solidarity.  When Leviticus was
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