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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Cleveland Guardians began as the Cleveland Indians in 1901 as one of the American League's eight charter franchises.

●  They originally were named the "Blues" due to their blue uniforms.

●  The name "Bronchos" was adopted for a brief period in 1902.

●  In honor of their star player Napoleon "Nap" Lajoie, the team was named "Naps" from 1903-1914.

●  The team settled on the "Indians" name in 1915, which they held until 2021.

●  They won their first American League pennant in 1920.

●  In the same year (1920), they clinched their first World Series title.

●  The 1920s marked the team's first golden era with stars like Tris Speaker and Joe Sewell.

●  Their early home was League Park, which was located in the Hough neighborhood.

●  The team shifted to Cleveland Municipal Stadium in 1932.

●  Bob Feller, who debuted in 1936, quickly became one of the team's early icons.

●  During WWII, many players, including Feller, enlisted, impacting team performance.

●  The 1940s marked a resurgence, with the team consistently posting winning records.

●  In 1948, the team clinched their second World Series title.

●  The 1954 team set an AL record with 111 wins.

●  The 1960s were challenging, with the team struggling to post winning seasons.

●  Frank Robinson became the first African American manager in MLB history while with the team in 1975.

●  The 70s and 80s saw frequent managerial changes, reflecting the team's on-field struggles.

●  Despite the challenges, the 70s and 80s also showcased stars like Buddy Bell and Mike Hargrove.

●  The team's early years were marked by frequent ownership changes.

●  During the early years, winter events like "Snowball Baseball" were organized to engage fans.

●  The 1935 All-Star Game was hosted by Cleveland at Municipal Stadium.

●  Progressive Field, known earlier as Jacobs Field, became their new home in 1994.

●  The early years saw the team experiment with various uniform colors before settling on navy blue and red.

●  Bill Veeck, the team's owner in the 1940s, was known for his promotional antics, boosting attendance and interest.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The fuchsia-colored "Slider" became the team's mascot in 1990.

●  Slider's antics often include dancing on the dugout and engaging with fans.

●  Before its phase-out, "Chief Wahoo" was a central emblem, introduced in the 1940s.

●  The name "Guardians," adopted in 2021, was inspired by the Guardians of Traffic statues on the Hope Memorial Bridge.

●  Slider was retained as the mascot after the team's name change in 2021.

●  Over the years, Slider has undergone several design modifications.

●  Slider often participates in community events, representing the team.

●  Special edition Slider merchandise has been a hit among fans, especially kids.

●  During special games, Slider is occasionally seen donning unique costumes.

●  Slider's birthday, celebrated during the season, often features other regional mascots.

●  "Chief Wahoo" underwent design changes, moving from a detailed rendition to a more cartoonish version.

●  The choice to continue with Slider post-name change was to maintain continuity and nostalgia for the fans.

●  The team once had a live dog as a mascot in the early days named "Mascot".

●  The transition from "Chief Wahoo" to the more modern logos was a topic of debate among fans.

●  Slider has been a part of many promotional videos and advertisements for the team.

●  Slider's antics sometimes involve other entertainment elements, like trampolines and mini-games.

●  During postseason or special events, Slider is often accompanied by additional entertainment crews.

●  Fans frequently engage with Slider's social media accounts, which are active during both on and off-seasons.

●  Merchandise like Slider bobbleheads and plush toys are popular collectibles.

●  Slider's unique design makes it stand out among other MLB mascots.

●  The mascot's introduction in the 1990s was part of a broader strategy to enhance fan engagement.

●  Slider occasionally "teams up" with mascots from other Cleveland sports teams for special events.

●  The mascot has its dedicated "Slider's Family Fun Zone" section in Progressive Field.

●  "Chief Wahoo" continued to appear on merchandise and uniforms until its complete phase-out in the late 2010s.

●  There's a dedicated team behind Slider's antics, ensuring fan engagement and safety during games.
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