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        Since you question me excellently, it is right that I should answer.
      

      CORPUS HERMETICUM,
TRANSLATED BY AUTHOR
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      “An outstanding, definitive handbook for both beginners and experienced readers that gives a ‘big picture’ view of the Lenormand deck! Caitlín starts where most others leave off, exploring the original cartomantic tradition and combining it with modern techniques connected to those roots. As someone who appreciates the classic wisdom of the Grand Tableau, I’m so happy to see it taught this well, step by step, so anyone can use it.”

      MARY K. GREER, AUTHOR OF
21 WAYS TO READ A TAROT CARD

      “This book is a sublime source that will provide handy inspiration for anyone interested in the Petit Lenormand cards. The content will satisfy the novice, the journeyman, and the expert alike. Essential for your shelf!”

      BJÖRN MEURIS, CREATOR OF THE COURSES

LENORMAND FOR BEGINNERS,

LENORMAND GRAND TABLEAU, AND

LENORMAND METHOD OF DISTANCE

      “The Complete Lenormand Oracle Handbook by Caitlín Matthews is a wonderfully comprehensive and practical Lenormand guide. Matthews does a thorough job of presenting the history of the oracle to give the reader a solid sense of the deck’s development over the centuries. Matthews has created an inspirational manual for Lenormand that can be a companion to readers at all stages of their cartomantic career.”

      ANASTASIA HAYSLER, COFOUNDER OF

TAROT MEDIA COMPANY AND COAUTHOR OF

PAINTING THE SOUL: THE TAROT ART OF DAVID PALLADINI

      “Caitlín Matthews brings a unique perspective to this wonderful book on Lenormand cartomancy. She is both a scholar and a shaman/magician, and at the highest level of both. Whether describing the symbols and techniques or the deeper levels of cartomancy, she is warm, witty, and always clear. This book is above all useful, especially in its exploration of the playing card symbols in the corners of the cards and the ways the Lenormand deck can open to deeper, even archetypal meanings without abandoning the tradition. This is a book I will come back to again and again.”

      RACHEL POLLACK, CO-CREATOR OF THE BURNING SERPENT ORACLE

      “Wide in its scope and detailed in its depth, this is the go-to book for the Lenormand novice and expert alike. Crammed with knowledge and insight, examples and exercises, Matthews has created that rare beast: a clear and well-structured manual to navigate the paradox of simplicity and complexity that is the Lenormand Oracle.”

      ALISON CROSS, JOINT CHAIR OF THE 

TAROT ASSOCIATION OF THE BRITISH 
ISLES (TABI)

      “Caitlín’s historical insight, exceptional practical instruction, and groundbreaking revelations of the ‘Lenormand Universe’ will ensure this book becomes a guiding light in the global Lenormand community for readers, students, and teachers in the twenty-first century.”

      LINDA HENERY, PRESIDENT TAROT GUILD OF AUSTRALIA
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      INTRODUCTION

      The Return of the Traditional Oracle

      
        Divination by lot is not to be despised, if it has the sanction of antiquity, as in the case of those lots which, according to tradition, sprang out of the earth . . . they may, under the power of God, be drawn so as to give an appropriate response.
      

      CICERO, DE DIVINATIONE 18, 34

(TRANSLATED BY AUTHOR)

      
        TABLETS FROM THE LIVING EARTH

        A few years ago, I began to experience a need to shift my card reading into a deeper place. I desired a more primal, earthly oracle such as we read about in legend where a man called Numerius Suffustius dreamed that he should dig into the ground in Praeneste, now called Palestrina, near Rome. From within a stone, he discovered tablets of oak inscribed with sayings written in an archaic script. These tablets were then kept in the temple of Fortuna Primigenia where an oracle was established. The diviner, a young child, would take the box, shake it, and remove one of the tablets at random. This was then given to the questioner, who was left to interpret the meaning for him or herself.1 What an inspiration—to have such a simple and direct oracle!

        By comparison, the new tarots and oracles on the bookstore shelves no longer appealed, most of them being too digitally photoshopped and superficial in tone. I longed for deeper, older, and more traditional ways of working. I resumed divining with my very first tarot, Tarot de Marseille, trying to find connection by going back to basics. But there was something still lacking. What was I searching for? What was I missing?

        All my life I have been playing with cards. As a small child with few toys, my playmates were playing cards and chessmen. As a young woman in late 1960s London, I dedicated myself to learning tarot and became a collector of tarot decks. But in the twenty-first century, I felt the call of something else. And I began to consider what connects playing cards and tarot? It was time to explore not only the history of tarot but also my own connection to cartomancy (divining by cards). In order to rediscover the meaning and passion I was accustomed to, I needed to get creative. Thus began the next level of my education.

        In eighteenth-century Europe playing cards were the most common sorts of cards used for divining, not tarot. They were cheap and unesoteric. Many people used just a stripped deck, or piquet pack. Piquet is a French word meaning a small detachment of soldiers, but it was also the title of a card game of 32 cards that used only Aces through Sevens. Piquet is mentioned by Rabelais in his 1534 epic adventure Gargantua and Pantegruel, and it became a highly popular game in Britain during the seventeenth century.2 Similar games with the piquet deck abounded in Europe including Bezique, Skat, and Octavo.

        When French cartomancer Etteilla wrote the first guide to divining with playing cards in 1770, Etteilla, ou manière de se récréer avec un jeu de cartes, it was as if the floodgates opened.3 People now used the piquet deck for divining and not just gambling, turning the 32-card piquet deck into the cartomantic Petit Etteilla. We have no means of knowing whether Etteilla based his method upon preexistent systems. It is more likely that he created this particular technique himself, though he did report learning from a card reader from Piedmont: in eighteenth-century France, this just meant “an Italian,” since Piedmont was just over the border. After this first publication, Etteilla went on to design a tarot pack that was the first of the many arcane tarots that are so common today. Following Etteilla’s manual, many other little oracles began to surface at this time, and well into the mid-1800s. Many of these oracles drew upon Etteilla’s reduced card deck of 32 cards like Le Jeu Cartomancien (ca. 1820), while others occupied a place between the piquet deck and a full pack of cards, like the 1807 Le Petit Oracle des Dames.4

        These cards began to sport not just the usual numbers, or pips, but also pictorial images, retaining the playing card icon in a corner or above the image. These new pictorial oracles could be used by people who still understood and remembered the playing card values as well as by new readers, who could also begin to make meaning from the images. Today, in some modern piquet-based oracles, the playing card is left off, leaving only the image. This is a shame because there is a lot to be learned from a spread when a pack retains it.

        From my studies I learned that there were cartomantic skills that had totally passed me by, skills that I was completely charmed to rediscover. I began to realize that it wasn’t tarot I was tired of, but rather the traditional skills of discerning, spreading, and interpreting that I was missing. Incorporating foundational and historical techniques, learning simple and direct methods, and getting creative helped me to breathe new life into my practice.

        
          
            Petit Lenormand Cards and Their Origins
          
        

        When I came to the little deck that is the subject of this book, the Petit Lenormand, I knew I had found something special. I realized that these were the same little cards that some of my European friends used, but to which I had paid no mind.

        Although this 36-card oracle is named after the French celebrity diviner Marie Anne Lenormand (1772–1843), these cards actually originated in Germany and were not of her invention. Until 2013, it was thought that the young businessman Johann Kaspar Hechtel (1771–1799) was the inventor, for he created Das Spiel der Hoffnung (The Game of Hope) published in 1800. His 36 cards were used as a board game with two dice where the cards were laid in a square and around which competitors raced to the winning post. Like Snakes and Ladders, your playing piece could advance or retreat if you landed on particular cards. The Game of Hope had the same numeration and images as all subsequent Petit Lenormand decks, conclusively proving that this was the deck of origin. The accompanying leaflet to The Game of Hope also suggested a simple question and answer whereby 36 cards laid in six rows of six might answer divinatory questions.5

        The Game of Hope cards, while clearly based upon piquet deck cartomancy, have their own unique set of images that are ordinary and nonesoteric, entirely suitable for family use. With animals, buildings, flowers, and everyday objects like Letter, Book, and Key, these cards speak simply and concisely. The Game of Hope also sported the playing card insets, showing both German and French suited cards in the upper corners. This pack was the basis for all subsequent Lenormand decks, and these have captivated Europe for over two centuries.

        That the images used in Game of Hope and Lenormand share certain overlapping qualities with lottery board games like the Italian Biribissi or the seventeenth-century European custom of divining from coffee grounds and tea leaves has not been overlooked. Unsurprisingly, we see the images of the Moon, Dog, Clover, Clouds, and Scythe in all three places. Indeed two-thirds of the Lenormand images recur in coffee ground reading, and just over half of them within Biribissi.

        Biribissi was a popular Italian game that arose when printing became available in the late fifteenth century. It was a lottery game where people bet upon the selection of tokens that corresponded to a set of between 42–70 images on a board. As with Bingo, if your particular token was drawn, you would win the stake that had been placed on that corresponding image on the board. Casanova himself was a biribissant, or Biribissi player, and writes about his experiences at the tables.6 This game is related to Biribi, or the French game of cavagnole, a game with a board of 70 numbers and which is the origin of the modern game of roulette. These folk games, as well as the emblem books of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, are the primary known sources of Lenormand imagery.

        Emblem books flourished when the advent of the printing press made reading more accessible to the populace. These books showed woodcuts or engravings of, most often, classical images accompanied with moral or instructive verses. These intriguing images are close cousins to Personal Devices, heraldic badges not necessarily using elements of the coat of arms, but of a similar style. Andrea Alciato made one of the first emblem books, published in 1513 in Augsburg, writing epigrams to accompany each image. This book was widely emulated and nearly every European country has its own book of emblems. We can gauge the educative intent in the subtitle of Geoffrey Whitney’s 1635 work A Collection of Emblemes, Ancient and Moderne: Quickened with Metricall Illustrations, both Morall and Divine: And Disposed into Lotteries, that Instruction, and Good Counsell, may bee furthered by an Honest and Pleasant Recreation, which gives us the sense of these emblems’ effect.7 This same moral and uplifting sense can be detected in the Game of Hope board game.

        In 2013, well-known author and diviner Mary Greer discovered the missing link connecting coffee ground reading and Lenormand cards in Les Amusements des Allemands, or the Diversions of the Court of Vienna, a book published in London in 1796.8 The book gives instructions on reading the emblems formed by coffee grounds in the cup. Here are directions for understanding the Moon, for example, in coffee grounds. “If it appears in the clear, it denotes high honors, in the dark or the thick part, it implies sadness, which will however pass without great prejudice. But if it be at the bottom of the cup, the consulting party will be very fortunate both by water and land.”9

        The 32 emblems, called “Coffee Cards,” depict the images as naturalistic pictures, with an auxiliary moral beneath the image. The Moon’s moral reads, “The liberality of your mind will always rather increase than lessen your prosperity; it will also daily endear you more to your friends.”10 The connections between the image’s meanings and the moral are not always closely related, but it is clear from this evidence that coffee ground reading not only influenced the Lenormand cards but that this is their ultimate origin. These Coffee Cards contain three cards not found in Petit Lenormand packs: the Lion, Green Bush, and Worms, while the standard Lenormand cards of Tower, Stork, Bear, Fox, Ship, Book, and Key do not appear among the Coffee Cards.

        Johann Kasper Hechtel evidently used these coffee emblems for his Game of Hope cards, adding four more for a total of 36. The concept of the emblem cards was swiftly taken up in the early nineteenth century and their original purpose forgotten, except in obscure chapbooks like the Spaewife; Or, Universal Fortune-Teller: Wherein Your Future Welfare may be Known by Phisiognomy, Palmistry, and Coffee Grounds; Also the True Method of Telling Your Fortune by Cards.11

        In France, Mlle. Marie-Anne Adelaide Lenormand had such a spectacular career as a diviner in the early 1800s that publishers of many little card oracles jumped upon the bandwagon of her fame in order to promote their products, which is why they bear her name and not Hechtel’s: Hechtel himself died before the publication of his Game of Hope in 1799 and while it was his 36 cards that set the Petit Lenormand card trend, it was Mlle. Lenormand’s name that graced them. Lenormand promoted herself by associating herself closely with her celebrity clients, who included the Empress Josephine, wife to Napoleon.12 Lenormand’s many books show the range of her divinatory skills, including coffee ground reading, but give no insight into her cartomantic methods. Ironically, although the cards are named after her, she never used them at all.

        After Lenormand’s death, a 54-card pack called Le Grand Jeu de Mlle. Lenormand was published by Grimaud, created by a Madame Breteau, who claimed to be a student of Lenormand, although there are no records of this person being associated with the “Sibyl of the Salons,” as Lenormand was nicknamed.13 This pack is illustrated by scenes from Greek classical myth, constellations, and smaller emblems from daily life and bears no relationship to the Petit Lenormand deck of 36 cards. We now understand the context in which Petit Lenormand developed and know some of the key players. Yet it is still unclear who truly was the creator or Petit Lenormand. Through luck and study, we may hopefully someday discover more about the origins of this historic little oracle.

        During the last few years I have not been the only one researching this material. Many people were becoming excited about using and learning Lenormand cards, but they were frustrated that this wasn’t easy, since most of the books were written either in German or French. The Complete Lenormand Oracle Handbook is the result of my research and practice over the last few years. In it I have included the traditional skills of playing card cartomancy that make reading such a delight, as well as some of the European styles of reading Lenormand.

        In the last few years, the Lenormand cards have gone from being a European oracle to a worldwide phenomenon, with Brazilian cigano baralho (gypsy oracle) cards, and a variety of American, Russian, and Australian decks. It is inevitable that many different methods and practices have arisen around this oracle. The German, Dutch, Belgian, and French styles have commonalities and differences, with each claiming their own as the most authentic.

        There have been few books written about the practice of Lenormand cards in the English language. Many people now reading this oracle have been able to do so because they learned from a practitioner, an online source, or have attended classes. Lenormand has been transmitted through the last two hundred years in a largely oral and practical way. This is why we now have different styles of reading and interpretations from different countries. At the time of writing this book, Lenormand is now like tarot in the 1960s, when there were few books and decks were hard to obtain. As Lenormand method travels worldwide and expands into the English language, so new styles are developing at a rapid rate. One of the earliest nineteenth-century methods is given here.

        
          
            Which Lenormand Cards?
          
        

        What is the best kind of deck to learn from? There are so many on the market that it is easy to become overwhelmed by the choice. Everyone has their own aesthetic response to artwork, but if you use the same criteria as you do for choosing a tarot, you can soon lose the thread in Lenormand. Tarots often have a lush imagery, so that it is like choosing 78 very beautiful pictures for your art gallery. Throughout this book, I have used a range of cards that are variations of the traditional packs, with both the playing card and the traditional image upon them, or with the playing card marked in the corner and the images in the center. If you are learning from this book, then you will need such a traditional deck, as we will be exploring those with the playing cards inset upon them. Decks used in this book are listed here, while you will find many others commercially available.

        Bear in mind that when all 36 cards are laid out in a Grand Tableau, it is the cards’ simplicity that will count. If you have chosen the lushly illustrated Hawaiian Pineapple Lenormand (I just made that deck up!), it won’t matter how beautifully painted it is if you can’t, at a glance, tell the difference between Tree and Garden, or Dog and Fox, or if you aren’t certain which equivalent Lenormand cards the Volcano (Mountain?) or the Surf-Board (Ship?) are supposed to represent!

        Themed, cultural decks are very nice if you have already laid down a baseline by learning all 36 cards, but they can also mislead beginners into reading Lenormand more like a tarot card. If the Hawaiian Pineapple Lenormand has assigned a circle of hula dancers to the card of the Ring, your mind will create associations with the Ring that are symbolic of dancing rather than of agreements, which is one of the keywords of this card. In this way you will inevitably bring a whole host of cultural and metaphorical associations that finally detract from, or cloud, the core meaning.

        Size is also a consideration. You will notice that most Lenormand decks are very small, some smaller than poker-size playing cards. There is a good reason for this; if the pack you choose has very large cards, then you will need an enormous table when it comes to laying out all 36 of them in a Grand Tableau!

        Choose a deck where the images are clear at a glance. If it is overwhelmed with astrological emblems, words, lush images, or heavily loaded with photo-montaged cutouts, you will never be able to find your way through a Grand Tableau without confusion. Simple images enable your mind to make the connections between cards. Complex cards delay that process.

        I have been very fortunate in being able to use many modern and antique decks here to reveal the variety in Lenormand cards: from the antique Belgian Daveluy, the German Lilac Dondorf, and the American Madame Morrow deck, to the charming German Magisches Lenormand, the witty French Palimpsest Lenorman, the colorful Australian Japanese Lenormand, and the elegant American Lenormand Revolution decks, among others. You can find references for these decks here. Unfortunately, many of the antique ones are very rare but some reproduced facsimile packs are now available.

        
          
            Tarot and Lenormand
          
        

        If you are used to divining with tarot, or indeed any other oracle, then you should be aware that reading Lenormand is a very different practice. Many people who consider the differences between Lenormand and tarot often remark on the terse literalness of Lenormand as opposed to the intuitive flow of tarot. Here are a few differences:

        
          
            	
              COMPARISON OF TAROT AND LENORMAND
            
          

          
            	
              
                Tarot
              
            
            	
               Lenormand
            
          

          
            	78 cards
            	36 cards
          

          
            	Major and minor cards
            	All cards are of equal importance
          

          
            	Upright and reversed cards
            	Cards always read upright
          

          
            	Read based on positions in spreads
            	Read based on proximity to each other
          

          
            	Esoteric
            	Nonesoteric
          

          
            	Complex symbolism
            	Single, simple image
          

          
            	Passive Significator
            	Active Significator/s left in deck
          

          
            	Single cards read
            	Cards only read as combinations
          

          
            	Spreads of 3–15 cards
            	Spreads of up to 36 cards
          

          
            	Cards speak floridly
            	Cards speak directly
          

        

        In tarot, cards are laid out in predecided or named positions. Take a spread like the ten-card Celtic Cross. Every position has a different meaning, as introduced by diviners as they lay cards down: “this covers you, this crosses you, this is beneath you, this is behind you, this crowns you, this is before you; one for yourself, one for your home, one for your hopes and fears, and one for what will surely come to pass.” Each position is an essential part of the reading and helps define or frame how the card laid upon each place is to be read.

        Conversely, Lenormand cards work by proximity to each other, creating meaning through juxtaposition. This is a more linguistic method. Just as we use different combinations of the alphabet to create words, so, too, do Lenormand cards work together to create different meanings, as we will see in chapter 1.

        
          
            Divination or Prediction?
          
        

        As a parlor oracle, Lenormand cards most often have been used in a predictive way. If you are used to reading the tarot, then you may be more accustomed to divination, where the cards are consulted for guidance. I speak both of divination and prediction in this book. To divine is to ask the gods to be shown the greater picture in which the client’s question rests. Divination takes the widest overview, whereas fortune-telling seeks to predict the likely effects from the present or past. They are both useful perspectives. To make this clearer: divination works outside the boundaries of time and space while predictive fortune-telling works within them. Most cartomancers consult cards to get a little of each of these forms of guidance, looking at both the general picture and the specific details about their issue or question. An oracle can only show so much, of course, and Lenormand is oriented toward prediction.

        When you program a destination into your GPS, it will chart you a clear road on the map, but you won’t necessarily find that the conditions on the ground always reflect that route. You may have to avoid a spillage from an oil tanker, or drive a lot slower due to poor visibility in fog or a flock of sheep on the road. The Lenormand cards can give you navigational information that can show some causation—a possible route, and the conditions surrounding it, as well as the likelihood of results. This is what we normally call the past, present, and future.

        Every living human being navigates between the constraints of fate and the potentialities of destiny waiting to be developed. This dynamic dance requires our will and engagement. Lenormand cards show likely tendencies that are based upon the present circumstances. While we may make changes now or tomorrow that will reframe the future, some things occur as we plan and foresee. But remember, when we engage imaginatively with space, time, matter, and energy, the way in which we perceive changes what occurs. This is why you will find me speaking both of divining and predicting in this book.

        Can anyone pick up these cards and learn them quickly? The answer is the same as when you pick up a musical instrument. Yes, you can get some nice sounding notes out of it in the first weeks. But the real truth is that you will need to practice your instrument every day, sometimes doing quite repetitive exercises, until you gain proficiency, and so begin to pass beyond simple tunes and scales to make really beautiful music. Be assured that, from chapter 1, you will be learning and practicing every day. So choose a deck of Lenormand cards and find yourself a journal or open a file on your computer in which to record your daily findings. There truly is no advanced level in this craft, only practice, which you alone can provide.

        
          
            A Handbook for the Lenormand Learner
          
        

        In this book, I strive to give a traditional method of learning, encouraging you to use the cards with an eye to practical application, so each chapter gives practice examples to read and case histories for you to interpret for yourself. I also provide some new and different ways of looking at the cards, which have arisen from my own practice. The key to these practices will be found here, but do try them for yourself first or you will only be cheating yourself. Your own findings may be different in detail from mine, but don’t be deterred. Your comprehension will grow from paying attention to the context of the questioning and the case histories that coincide with each example. Variations, deeper nuances, or insights will help you intuitively find your way through the practices.

        In chapter 1 we explore the language and basic methods of Lenormand. In chapter 2 you will find the foundational keywords and understandings of each of the 36 cards. Chapter 3 looks at pairing and triplets, which are the basis of all reading, while in chapter 4 we expand the story into five cards to make statements and small divinations. Chapter 5 begins to work with the small tableau or layout of nine cards, preparing you to move on to the Grand Tableau, which uses all 36 cards, by chapters 9–11. Before we get to the Grand Tableau, we examine the basics of cartomancy in chapters 6–7 to help integrate the playing card aspect of the cards into your reading. Chapter 8 offers my original research and findings about the Lenormand Universe, which looks deeper at the mythic blueprint underlying this simple deck of cards. I discovered these techniques by playing endlessly with the cards and perceiving their patterns, but it was really the playing cards themselves that held the blueprint. It is couched in the mind-set of the late eighteenth century, containing some politically incorrect comparisons for our twenty-first-century world. I urge you to consider Lenormand in its historical context.

        In chapter 12 we explore the issue of timing, place, lost objects, and description of people, while we extend your vocabulary. In chapter 13 we consider the ethics of divining for others, unlock dilemmas and paradoxes in divining, and deal first hand with sensitive case histories. In the appendices you will find the answers to the self-tests and practices as well as other quick reference guides.

        Throughout the book I speak about the person for whom the cards are being read as the client, although I realize that you may never wish to read cards for other people. I also stress the need for you to utter your interpretations aloud, since it is by means of your vocalization of the cards that they will speak to others.

        The study sections contain essential information, which will help build your skills and practice, and without which you cannot read. All of chapter 2 is an essential study section that you will return to again and again, and even add to it, I hope.

        I wish you bona fortuna! Fortuna, the goddess of luck, was closely associated with the goddess Felicitas (happiness) and the goddess Spes (hope). So, in translating my good wishes for your progress into Lenormand cards, may I wish you: Clover + Sun + Anchor!

        CAITLÍN MATTHEWS

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Clover + Sun + Anchor

(from the Enchanted Lenormand deck)
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          PART ONE
        

        
          Learning the Craft of Lenormand
        

        
          The person, who is desirous to know the
future, after shuffling the cards ad libitum,
cuts the pack into three parts. The seer, then,
taking up these parts, lays the cards out, one
by one, face upward, upon the table, sometimes
in a circular form, but more often in rows
consisting of nine cards in each row. Nine is
the mystical number. Every nine consecutive
cards form a separate combination, complete
in itself: yet, like a word in a sentence, no
more than a fractional part of the grand scroll
of fate.
        

        ROBERT CHAMBERS,

        
          THE FOLKLORE OF PLAYING CARDS
        

      

    

  
    
      1

      Learning the Language of Lenormand

      
        “I daresay you haven’t had much practice,” said the
      

      
        Queen. “When I was your age, I always did it for half-an
      

      
        hour a day. Why, sometimes I’ve believed as many as six
      

      
        impossible things before breakfast.”
      

      LEWIS CARROLL, THROUGH THE LOOKING-GLASS

      
        FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND LENORMAND

        The Lenormand Oracle has its own unique language that helps you to read the cards in ways that are quite unlike other oracles. Although its images look simple, the range of topics covers every aspect of life. You will never need to learn esoteric, astrological, or Kabbalistic meanings. The images and their keywords are eloquent in much more direct ways. You also won’t need to learn the significance of reversed cards, since they are always read upright. Nearly every card is what we call a “speaking card” and of equal importance in the deck. Only two cards, Man and Woman, are mostly spoken about, as we’ll see below.

        Let’s jump right in and look at the same Lenormand card through three different depictions. This is the Dog card. The first card we see is from a traditional nineteenth-century Belgian deck, Daveluy Lenormand. The second is from the early American deck Madame Morrow, and the third is from a modern German deck, Magisches Lenormand. Here you can see that each card, regardless of deck, has a number to distinguish it, rather than a written title. In this case, the Dog card is number 18. Each card has a dog as the primary image and the 10 of Hearts inset (this inset is the secondary information that we’ll consider in detail in chapter 6). Each example above has exactly the same meaning, for this is a generic oracle.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Dog (left to right: Daveluy, Madame Morrow, Magisches)
        

        To read the card Dog, we need to know the keywords that relate to it. These include friend, companion, acquaintance, faithful, reliable, instinctive, helper, coworker, supportive, and dogged. These words accord with and are drawn from the image of dog as man’s best friend and faithful companion.

        Lenormand cards are rarely, if ever, read individually. It takes two sticks to generate fire, so we usually look at Lenormand cards as pairs or combinations. It is our goal to access the dynamic burning at the heart of the issue. So let’s draw another card to set next to Dog: Clover.

        Clover is number 2. It has the 6 of Diamonds upon it and an image of a clover leaf. Its keywords are: luck, easy, short-term fortune, momentary or fleeting, surprise, spontaneity, charming, risk, gamble, a single person, a gamer, brief, and a window of opportunity. These words are derived from the fundamental understanding of the four-leafed clover as lucky.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Fig. 1.2. Clover (left to right: Daveluy, Madame Morrow, Magisches)
        

        Treating the first card Dog as a noun or subject and the second card Clover as an adjective, adverb, or qualifier of the first, how might you read this? Cover the next paragraph with your hand and try to make a phrase or two from the keywords I’ve provided earlier.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Dog + Clover (Magisches)
        

        Possible readings of Dog + Clover might include: a lucky friend, a short friendship, a charming companion, a fleeting acquaintance, easy to be faithful, momentarily helpful, or a gambling companion.

        This is how we start to read Lenormand cards, by juxtaposition. We will look more closely at the playing card aspect of Lenormand in part 2, after you’ve gained some proficiency with the primary images. Now, to prove that you have already started reading, let’s switch the cards around and say you’ve drawn Clover first and then Dog. How would you read this pair now? As before, your first card is the noun or subject and the second card is qualifying or describing it. What new phrases can you find? Cover the paragraph below and try it for yourself. And no, they will not make the same phrases.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Clover + Dog
        

        Possible readings can include: a friendly gambler, a reliable window of opportunity, an instinctive gamble, companioned by Lady Luck, a faithful bachelor, or doggedly charming.

        I hear you say, “But these phrases are all so different, how will I know which one to choose?” Of course, you are right. Randomly drawn cards don’t speak as plainly as the ones you draw when you need to know something. So the next important process is to read within the context.

        The context of any reading is set by your intention. What do you need the cards to do for you? To help you, advise you, open a way forward, reveal pitfalls, inspire your planning, keep you on track, bring you comfort or reassurance, prepare the way, or help complete the next chapter of your life? These questions and many more are how you ground the cards in a reading—through your intention.

        
          
            Setting the Context by Questioning
          
        

        Divination is a means of asking for guidance. All over the world, and from many different approaches, people have divined by all manner of cards, stones, omens, oracles, or rituals. For prediction to give you exact answers, it needs initial coordinates.

        The first rule of all divination is if you don’t want to know the answer, don’t ask the question. That might seem basic, but it is remarkable how many people come to divination only to shy away from what it tells them. The second rule is to ask the right question. Without a context, trying to divine or predict is like whistling in the wind. As soon as you set a context by framing a succinct, specific question, you invite the whole universe to become a potential answer to you. Ideas and solutions can turn up in dreams, visions, or very literally in your daily life. The cards that are drawn after posing your question can speak to you clearly. When using cartomancy, it is helpful to look at the direct relationship between your question and what you see in the spread before you. Whenever you don’t see an answer in the cards, always revert back to the question. How do the cards reflect an answer?

        Take time to set a question that clearly frames your issue in the most helpful way. Let’s see how the following questions offer certain results:

        
          
            
[image: image] Will I come back here? Results in a yes or no answer, but no further guidance
          

          
            
[image: image] What are the consequences of coming back here? Results in a nuanced, complex answer
          

          
            
[image: image] How can I best sell my car? Results in helpful advice
          

          
            
[image: image] Give me clarity about the problems at work. Results in an overview
          

        

        Some questions are intrusively like surveillance and this raises ethical issues:

        
          [image: image] 
What is he thinking about now?

          [image: image] 
How can I get her to come back to me?

          [image: image] 
Why does my son follow that wretched girl about?

        

        Questions involving other people need careful handling so that you avoid being nosy, coercive, or intrusive. By all means ask the cards for help about an issue with a person, but make the question about yourself, not them. See more on ethics in chapter 13.

        Other questions say rather more about the attitude of the questioner. These ones need to be reframed in ways that will be more helpful:

        
          
[image: image] Should I meet Mandy?

          
[image: image] Why can’t I find a girlfriend?

        

        Conditional questions using “should” suggest that you have given up your own motivational powers or that your question is dependent upon another’s agency. You might reframe the first question as, “What will come out of meeting Mandy?” Questions framed in the negative rarely result in good responses, because they are often prejudged by a negative attitude. Try reframing the question in the positive: “How can I find a girlfriend?”

        Some questions do not work because they are assumptive or confusing to the oracle:

        
          
[image: image] How shall I spend my lottery winnings? (When you’ve not yet bought the ticket!)

          
[image: image] Shall I back Caroline or Ernest in the marathon sponsorship?

          
[image: image] Tell me about leaving Manchester, learning market-gardening, and reuniting with Jonathan.

        

        Assumptive questions do not serve us because something in the question hasn’t arrived yet and so the current perspective cannot be the basis for our asking. Either/or questions need separate spreads for each option. Multiple issues need multiple questions (although you will learn in chapters 9–11 how one spread can do a lot of work).

        The best possible platform for any question is erected by the needs of the present moment. Cartomancy can give you a great deal of information to help with your decision making. However, it doesn’t last forever, nor is it written in stone. Every decision we make influences the next moment. The cards speak to us by responding to a well-framed question, so when you’ve arrived at your question, write it down and look at it. Does it do what you want it to do or does it fall into any of the traps above?

        
[image: image]Practice 1: Pairs Together

        [image: image] Randomly take two cards from your pack and do exactly as we’ve done above, placing them side by side and reading them. Then try reading them by switching the pair of cards around, so that the second one is now in the first position. Use the quick reference here or look in chapter 2 for some keywords to help you.

        [image: image] Now repeat the last practice, but this time ask a question before you draw any cards. How do the cards relate to your question? Sharpen up the words you use by attending to the present issue. Switch the cards’ position. How do they relate to your question now?

      

      
        INTRODUCING THE SIGNIFICATOR

        We see into the unique relational quality of the Lenormand Oracle by way of the Significator. A Significator is a card that is chosen to represent the client or querent (the questioner of an oracle). In tarot, the Significator is often taken out of the pack and placed under the first card of a spread. In such a method, the Significator card becomes merely representational and inactive, and furthermore, that card becomes unavailable as a possible spokesman of the deck. In Lenormand there are two dedicated Significator cards, as well as a variety of other cards that might be used to represent a person or a topic. The two main Significators are the Man and Woman cards, sometimes also called the Gentleman and Lady. These can be selected and laid down in a passive way, but most often the Significator is shuffled in, thus creating dynamism.

        The Man and Woman cards themselves have few meanings beyond their representational quality of a male or a female client, although they can also convey qualities of masculinity or femininity. In this sense they are not speaking cards but cards that are spoken about or described by other cards. There are occasionally ways of seeing them as active (see here for further suggestions). In the examples below, the Significators stand in for the querent.

        As we have seen from our card pairing above, cards speak through juxtaposition. When cards appear in the vicinity of, or touching, the Significator, they have an instant effect upon, or relevance to, the client. Let’s see how Stork and Woman work together.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Stork + Woman (Daveluy)
        

        Stork can mean: change, movement, restlessness, spring cleaning, birth, migration, relocating, and seasonal. Because the Woman has the Stork in front of her, we can read in forward narration as card one followed by card two. (See more about cards and reading order in chapter 3.) Here are a few possibilities: changes for a woman, a restless female, the woman is relocating, a woman who comes and goes periodically, a migrant, or a pregnant woman.

        Let’s see how Man and Tower work together.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Man + Tower (Vintage)
        

        Tower can mean: official, ambitious, institutional, authorized, lofty, bureaucratic, administrate, executive, and ruling. We could read this combination as: an executive, a social climber, a man who lays down the rules, a tall man, or a bureaucrat.

        Significators are colored by the cards around them. These can represent influences upon the client, things they are dealing with, or merely describe the client at the present time. (For more about how other kinds impact on Significators, see chapter 3.) Sometimes the Significator fuses with another card to make an occupational title like Man + Tower (official) = executive. We will start using the Significators in greater depth from chapter 5 onward.

        
          [image: image]
          Practice 2: The Significator Is Revealed
        

        [image: image] Shuffle your cards and turn them face up, looking through to see which two cards are on either side of the Man and Woman cards. I know that looking through the face-up cards seems like cheating, but I’m going to ask you to do a lot of this, so just dive in! Draw all three cards out and read them as pairs with each Significator. Let’s say you drew the following: Bear, Woman, Book, House, Man, and Mice.

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          Bear + Woman + Book (Victorian)
        

        
          [image: image]
        

        
          House + Man + Mice (Palimpsest)
        

        [image: image] If you drew out Man and Woman right next to each other, then cruelly separate them and reshuffle for the purposes of this practice. Read your cards in pairs like the following and include more than one option, by all means.

        Bear + Woman = a powerful woman; an overbearing mother

Woman + Book = a knowledgeable woman; a female teacher

House + Man = a househusband; home owner

Man + Mice = a loss of masculinity; a burglar

        [image: image] In the first three examples, I kept to the rules I gave you, but in the last one I used the Man card to stand for the masculine. Here, Man and Mice indicate man + theft/thief, which makes a compound word for burglar. Significators can be speaking cards sometimes, so if you begin to notice these kinds of compounds or concepts, please note them down.

      

      
        VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF LIFE

        Lenormand cards can be read in a variety of ways, with each of the speaking cards spanning a wide gamut of possibilities. They can appear as:

         

        Literal: Ship as a ferry; Bouquet as a bunch of flowers; Book as a book you’re reading

        Metaphorical: Book as mystery; Paths as decision; Bear as power

        Symbolic: Clover as luck; Child as innocence; Heart as love

        Suggestive: Snake for bowels; Fox for a ruddy color; Fish for fluid

        The literal interpretation of a card to represent what is depicted on it happens more often than you might think. We can see the symbolic level in the Lily card, as it stands for peace. The metaphorical level is less easy to see sometimes, especially when we learn that Book means secrets or mysteries. However, this meaning becomes clearer if we consider how, in the late eighteenth century, reading or higher education was a closed book to many people. In the Rod card we observe its suggestive manifestations in that beating is a repetitive action. This repetitiveness lends itself to diverse meanings like dancing, sexual congress, and arguing.

        While you will not immediately understand or remember all the nuances of Lenormand language at first, you can begin with basic keywords and increase your vocabulary a little at a time. Remember that there is no such thing as advanced, only practice!

        
          
            Keeping a Lenormand Journal
          
        

        Record keeping and checking over your readings is the best way to measure how your learning is maturing. Use a blank book as a Lenormand Journal to record your daily readings. You can also keep a photo diary by photographing significant spreads on your tablet or phone for future reference.

        It is only by looking back over readings we have done that we begin to see into patterns, cause-and-effect, and the level of predictive accuracy. Record your question, the date, the spread, the cards, and your findings in a clear way. Leave space to go back and make remarks or notes about how things actually came to pass. It is only by pragmatic recording and checking that we learn how and what we are doing, and whether it was effective or not.

        Drawing just 3–5 cards for the day ahead is useful, without any other intention than “What will today bring?” Here is a rather dramatic record I made while away on holiday in Orkney.

        
          
            May 15, 2012
          
        

        Mice + Sun + House = A loss of confidence or happiness at home.
Weather good, so going to South Ronaldsay on a long trip today.
Later: The rental car had a puncture on the way out, which delayed the trip and ate into the day. Then I had a call late afternoon on the way back that

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
            	
              SHAPES OF THE GRAND TABLEAU
            
          

          
            	Piquet Tableau

				4 Rows x 8 Cards + 4 Extra
          

          
            	Card 1
            	Card 2
            	Card 3
            	Card 4
            	Card 5
            	Card 6
            	Card 7
            	Card 8
          

          
            	Card 9
            	Card 10
            	Card 11
            	Card 12
            	Card 13
            	Card 14
            	Card 15
            	Card 16
          

          
            	Card 17
            	Card 18
            	Card 19
            	Card 20
            	Card 21
            	Card 22
            	Card 23
            	Card 24
          

          
            	Card 25
            	Card 26
            	Card 27
            	Card 28
            	Card 29
            	Card 30
            	Card 31
            	Card 32
          

          
            	 
            	 
            	Card 33
            	Card 34
            	Card 35
            	Card 36
            	 
            	 
          

        

        
          
            	
              Grand Tableau of Nines

		4 Rows x 9 Cards
            
          

          
            	Card 1
            	Card 2
            	Card 3
            	Card 4
            	Card 5
            	Card 6
            	Card 7
            	Card 8
            	Card 9
          

          
            	Card 10
            	Card 11
            	Card 12
            	Card 13
            	Card 14
            	Card 15
            	Card 16
            	Card 17
            	Card 18
          

          
            	Card 19
            	Card 20
            	Card 21
            	Card 22
            	Card 23
            	Card 24
            	Card 25
            	Card 26
            	Card 27
          

          
            	Card 28
            	Card 29
            	Card 30
            	Card 31
            	Card 32
            	Card 33
            	Card 34
            	Card 35
            	Card 36
          

        

        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
          	What are the names of the first six cards in House sequence?

          	Using House sequence, what three cards come after the Woman card?

          	When is the best time of day to do a daily draw? Why?
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