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It was 2nd September, 1666. It hadn’t rained 

all summer, and it was still hot and dry. 

Hanna Farriner worked with her father, 

Thomas, in a bakery in Pudding Lane, London. 

All day long, they baked bread for the king.
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That night, Hanna and her father put out 

the oven and went to bed. They didn’t see 

that there was still a small flame burning 

at the back of the oven.
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Hanna had worked hard all day, and 

she quickly fell fast asleep. 

Suddenly, there was a loud bang on her door. 

Hanna woke up with a jump. 

“Fire!” her father shouted. “Quick, Hanna! 

Get up!”
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Hanna leapt out of bed and grabbed her doll. 

She tried to go downstairs but hot flames 

leapt towards her. 

“This way!” shouted her father. He and 

Hanna climbed out of the bedroom window,

onto the rooftop.
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As she looked down, Hanna saw that 

Pudding Lane was full of smoke. 

People were running out of their homes 

as the flames spread.
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The houses were all made of wood and 

built close together. They burned quickly 

in the hot dry, night. 

“What shall we do?” cried Hanna. 

“Let’s go to the river,” said her father.

“The flames won’t reach us there.”
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