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Introduction

Before the first volume of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies was published, there was a discussion of the order in which the papers should appear. The biobibliographies could have been arranged by countries and by dates of birth or death, or alphabetically by surnames. The latter alternative was considered to be the safest, if the least inspired, given the Editors’ reliance on individual contributors of many nationalities. But if it had been feasible to choose a birth and death arrangement with the geographers geographically grouped together some interesting comparisons and contrasts would have emerged. In this volume Finland, France and Germany, Great Britain and the U.S.A. are represented by two or more geographers; whereas the remaining three countries, Australia, Romania and the U.S.S.R. have only one geographer each — although Australia’s Griffith Taylor was such a dramatic figure that he could almost be said to be equivalent to two geographers.

Finland, most individual of countries, had a fine advocate for its identity in Topelius during the nineteenth century. Granö as a geographer was at once practical and inspired. His ideas, notably on perception, were novel and were to emerge as such later on. With other Finnish geographers of his time he was a keen student of the national identity of his country and of its detailed regionalization.

France is represented by five geographers. Of these Bernard belongs to North Africa and the colonial era. D’Abbadie, the earliest, was a traveller in Ethiopia and one of the many people obsessed with the source of the river Nile. Reclus, sometimes called an encyclopaedist but better regarded as the compiler of a Universal Geography, had periods of exile because of his anarchist views, which were by no means unique among the intelligentsia at that time. Ancel and Arbos, born in the same year, had contrasting lives. Ancel was drawn firmly into political geography by the First World War and showed his concern, shared by many of his contemporaries, for the future of Europe, and particularly of France. Arbos’s life passed in a more peaceful way: he loved the Alps with their pastoral life, and the Auvergne, and spent his working years mainly at the University of Clermont-Ferrand.

Germany has the classic figures of Melanchthon and Münster, looking at geography in terms of a world explicable only by philosophy and theology. They asked the fundamental questions only sincere and courageous people dare to ask at a time when it was not always safe to do so.

Of the four British geographers included, three were born in Scotland. The two Geikies may be regarded as the greater Archibald and the lesser James, the former of whom settled in England, but the latter did not and apparently never wished to do so. Both were known mainly as geologists and physiographers but were anxious that geography should be well taught in schools – though they were less enthusiastic about its growth in the universities. However James was a devoted worker for the Royal Scottish Geographical Society and as honorary editor worked with Marion Newbigin to make its journal, the Scottish Geographical Magazine, internationally known and respected. Herbertson came to geography through the famous Bartholomew map firm in Edinburgh, through writing and editing geography texts for schools, and through lecturing to adult audiences in universities and outside them. In time he was appointed lecturer at Oxford University where his teaching, editing, writing and other activities continued to his death. Through Herbertson, and the more charismatic figure of H. J. Mackinder, the regional tradition was firmly established in British geography and Gilbert, trained as an historian, made it the foundation of later developments at Oxford, in which a concern for the preservation of the landscape was linked with an understanding of current planning problems.

All four Americans who appear had the energy and strength to carry out fieldwork, in Platt’s case abroad as well as in his homeland. Powell stands out as a fine geomorphologist led by experience to realize that the settlement of pioneering areas was a matter demanding careful scientific study. That he was right has since been abundantly demonstrated but politicians took a different view and he ran into difficulties. Atwood and Shaler also knew American environments well from fieldwork, though their contribution to geography was made primarily as educationalists. All four did much to impart a stronger emphasis to physiography in American geography, and the idea of environmental conservation appears in their varied work long before it became a fashionable cause.

Fieldwork was also the basis of the contribution to geography made by the Russian Tillo, with a military background, who gave fine service to cartography.

Australia had the vivid figure of Griffith Taylor, maligned by politicians for what they eventually had to accept as a reasonable appraisal of the possibilities of agricultural settlement. Taylor belonged to Canada and the U.S.A. for part of his life, and his fieldwork, some of it necessarily rapid, covered a multitude of countries. He undoubtedly enjoyed the cut and thrust of controversy. A far quieter figure who had only a short life, Dimitrescu-Aldem of Romania, shared the wish of numerous colleagues to be a complete geographer, though his main interest was in geomorphology, and like his contemporaries in other countries he did much to advance geography teaching at all levels.

So diverse a score of geographers, in such different times, places and circumstances, might at first seem to have no relationship but in reality all made some offering to the development of geographical thought, the strength and the weakness of which is only revealed in the fullness of time. Not always is the successful figure able to assume that the judgement of posterity will be what he might wish.

T. W. Freeman

Note:
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Jacques Ancel

1882-1943

ROBERT SPECKLIN

Towards the end of 1830 Jacob Bernard, a horse dealer from Foussemagne, settled in Besançon and worked for the postmaster, Simon Ancel. The two families intermarried and in 1880 Tristan Bernard went to Paris and entered the Lycée Fontanes. Two years later, Jacques Ancel was born near Paris, on 22 July 1882. Thirty years later Ancel reviewed his life as ‘study in Paris, first at the Lycée Condorcet and then at the Sorbonne. Licence ès lettres, teacher from 1905 to 1907 at schools in Vannes and Péronne, agrégé in history and geography in 1908 and then teacher at the Chaptal school in Paris’. So far it seemed that he would have a useful career as a schoolmaster but the stimulus of war brought a dramatic change in his life.

1. EDUCATION, LIFE AND WORK

Called up on 3 August 1914 as a soldier in the 167th Infantry Regiment, he was wounded at Bois le Prêtre, Lorraine, on 2 November 1914 and remained in hospital until 1 February 1915. Promoted rapidly to corporal and then to sergeant he was wounded again on 16 March 1915, also at Bois le Prêtre. He became a second lieutenant attached to the 21st Infantry Regiment on 29 December 1915 and fought in the Battle of Verdun from 4 to 12 March 1916, after which he was decorated with the Croix de Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur and the Croix de Guerre and was mentioned in despatches on 2 April 1916. He was then posted to the eastern front on 31 August 1916 and attached to the General Staff of the Eastern Army, then to the




2. SCIENTIFIC IDEAS AND GEOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT









3. INFLUENCE AND SPREAD OF IDEAS
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