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      For all the kids wondering who they are…

      You’re not alone!

      

      You never have been.
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      According to Angus Jones, it was the job of the Universe to always balance things out. If there was no sense of balance, then there could be no function or reason to existence. Without balance, scales would tip, society would pretty much collapse, nature would devour itself and there could be no possible future for the planet or even the cosmos. This meant, however, that nothing could be perfect.

      Everything needed flaws.

      Every creature had to have chinks in their armor.

      Every angel had to have a demon on their shoulder.

      Every person had to stumble and fall.

      It was necessary to maintain order, to learn humility, to acquire compassion for others when they stumbled and fell.

      Yes, everything perfect needed imperfections. It was the only way harmony could ever be achieved.

      For the most part, the Universe was attentive to this seemingly basic rule.

      Unfortunately, there seemed to be one specimen on the planet that the Universe had forgotten to balance out.

      His name was Dean Davenport.

      There were no chinks in his armor.

      There were no demons on his shoulder.

      And Angus had certainly never, ever, witnessed Dean stumble and fall or even trip on that crooked step on the way to the science lab that everyone at Boysenberry Valley High had tripped on at least once.

      Dean Davenport was the captain of the volleyball team, the co-ordinator of the social club, and founder of the Boysenberry Valley High ‘Furry Friends Society’, a volunteer group that helped at the local homeless dogs’ shelter once a month. On top of all that, he was a straight A student, happened to be fluent in French and Spanish, and had the bone structure of a supermodel. Oh, let’s not forget his fifteen-year-old body was developing quickly into that of a Greek god, complete with pecs, triceps and veins on his biceps. Most infuriatingly, he also happened to be a genuinely nice guy.

      All of this Angus could handle… just.

      But the one thing that capsized Angus’s boat was the fact that Dean was now trying to charm his way onto the Boysenberry Valley High debate team which everyone knew was Angus’s hallowed ground…

      Until now.

      “What do you mean he wants to be on the debate team?” Angus asked, his eyes wide and his voice so shrill it made a nearby cluster of pigeons abandon the lunch crumbs on the ground and take to the skies.

      Angus had just heard the news from his best friend Sanjay as the pair sat under a shady tree in the schoolyard, exchanging sandwiches and superhero collector cards.

      Sanjay slid his glasses back up the bridge of his nose and grimaced. “I knew you wouldn’t be happy about it. When I heard him talking to Mr. Harrington, I could sense that trouble was afoot.”

      “What did he say to Mr. Harrington? What did Mr. Harrington say back?” Angus was practically quivering with rage. “You know what? It doesn’t even matter because there’s not enough room on the debate team anyway. We only need three people, and those three people are you, me and BJ.”

      “You haven’t heard?” Sanjay grimaced again as though he was bracing himself for more fury.

      “Heard what?”

      “BJ’s pulling out of the team. His mom thinks he’s under too much pressure and needs to focus on his grades. She’s taken him out of the chess club too.”

      “What? When was someone going to tell me this?”

      “I just did.”

      “Thanks.” Angus said sarcastically with a roll of his eyes. A moment later he was throwing his hands up in annoyance. “So now we’re just supposed to let someone like Dean onto the team? We can’t, he’s already soaking up the limelight with all his other extracurricular activities. He’s captain of this, he’s the star player at that… God, talk about an over-achiever. I mean, how much attention does one guy need? If anyone’s mom needs to tell her son to pull back the reins, it’s Dean’s mom. Geez.”

      “Apparently he seems to handle the pressure just fine. In fact, it looks like he kinda thrives on it.”

      “Not helpful,” Angus told Sanjay flatly. “Do we even know if he’s any good at debating?”

      “I guess we’re about to find out.”

      Angus hitched an eyebrow and looked at Sanjay suspiciously. “What does that mean?”

      “Mr. Harrington is organizing a test debate to evaluate Dean’s skills. Kinda like an audition. He’s going to pit Dean against someone to see how he holds up.”

      “Well, I hope that ‘someone’ knows their stuff,” Angus asserted.

      “Me too,” said Sanjay. “Because that ‘someone’ is you!”
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      Angus Jones didn’t exactly dislike Dean Davenport. Things weren’t that simple. The fact was, Angus had been harboring a deep yearning for Dean for the past year, ever since his voice started to break, and his feet grew almost big enough to fit his dad’s shoes, and his emotions began to stir in directions he’d never experienced before, as though someone started swirling the pools of feelings inside him in a counterclockwise direction instead of clockwise.

      At times those feelings confused him.

      At times they filled him with joy.

      At times they took hold of him so fiercely that he didn’t want to talk to anybody; that all he wanted to do was stay in his bedroom all weekend and read his favorite science fiction novels.

      And other times, those feelings told him to act in the exact opposite manner to how he felt. They told him he could never be friends with someone like Dean Davenport, no matter how badly he wanted Dean to notice him, to like him… to one day kiss him.

      No, these things could never happen.

      They would never become a reality.

      And so, instead of torturing himself with the notion that he and Dean could possibly be friends, Angus was determined to make Dean the enemy…

      To resent his popularity…

      To block him at every turn…

      These were the thoughts spinning yet again through Angus’s head as he walked briskly down the school corridor, made a sharp left
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