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Special Thanks



For the fans of scary stories told as if they really happened.

Maybe they did?




About the Story



When I first found r/nosleep, it felt like coming home. Here was a place for the kind of short fiction I loved writing just for myself.

For a long time, my stories had a very small audience. I posted them on my website, reread them until I convinced myself they were okay, and then tried to guilt three or four friends into reading them.

On NoSleep, I felt sure I could write something new just for its readers. So on a lunch break, I sat down and typed as fast as I could, melding two ideas: how creepy the D.C. Metro is late at night, when no one else is around, and how the people running the country from D.C. were completely brainless. Wherever you fall politically, I figured that was something we could all agree on.

But this story isn’t only mine. It belongs just as much to the narrators who chose to bring it to life, and I feel so lucky to have met some of them, and to have worked with them on so many other things since.

And an extra special thank you to Markiplier: any time I think of this story, it’s his voice I hear. There’s more on that at the end of the book.



Thank you for reading, and for listening.

Kris
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“A good story really gets inside your head.”

~ Someone, probably


This is an email I received from an old friend.

I haven’t heard back from him, and I hope he’s okay.


As you know, I am (was) in training to be a coroner. My education was almost complete, and I had been working a paid internship with a well-known medical examiner in the Washington, D.C. area. All that changed a few hours ago when I was fired from the office for refusing to participate in what I believe to be a cover-up. Even though they ‘warned me’ about ‘consequences’ for leaking any information about this case, my conscience wouldn’t be clear if I kept quiet. This is something people need to know.

A few days ago we received a call from the Metro police about a possible body discovered on the Red Line. Since working here, we’ve responded to a few calls in the subway system. The first time it was a woman who tripped over someone’s rolling suitcase while trying to pass by on the escalators. She ended up with a broken neck. Twice we went out there for a heart attack. Once for a late-night mugging that went bad. The poor guy was stabbed repeatedly in the stomach even though he handed over his watch and wallet as the mugger requested.

So far I haven’t seen anything especially gory, and it was a bit of a letdown when the dispatch officer said the man was found just sitting on the train. (Is it wrong that I’ve been looking forward to a call about someone either jumping or being pushed in front of a
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