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			Dedication

			
		
    no work is th result ov only one persons endeavour. some ov th people who aided, inadvertently or otherwise, in th production ov songs are listed below.
jo higgins david durance rodney berry angela bourke les finlayson fred surkitt mary ann faulks mars mcmillan bob finlayson jean kittson fiona mchugh rene surkitt diana corr catherine brown stuart wood kate lattimer mark roberts christine forsey ilona pochwyt susi russell greg wood arian milewczwk alison davey cliff smyth haydn carmichael laurel downey annie k Christopher saines chris smith petrene mccrohan alastair mcallister leo berkely andrea philipp vaso elefsiniotis michael sheridan tinney ann maver isabel giles tony bignel chris barnett antonia bruns john Jenkins james bennett selena buckingham dirk di bruyn nancy cato jones greg richards carol gibson robert kenny des cowley leigh kendall kris hemensley graeme gilchrist
it is dedicated to them
and to jurate sasnaitis and monica o'brien who edited it
some ov the works are dedicated to individuals
and u by th frames ov art            is for
monica o'brien
obvious power points                   is for
rodney berry
renovate th scaffolding                is for
mary ann faulks
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music for an adapted version ov this work was composed by mary ann faulks, rodney berry and michael sheridan (tinney) and performed by them and th author using environmental sound tapes, junk (hubcaps, drainpipes, conveyor rollers, pieces ov metal), prepared guitars (electric guitars placed horizontally and played with bows, metal, combs, buzzers), original instruments and conventional instruments (saxophone, guitar and clarinet). a cassette, produced by ross giles and random breath collective, was available from 3pbs-fm and collected works bookshop.

much of songs was created from recordings taken in the city ov Melbourne during 1985. it is intended to make clearer the relationship between th structures ov our society and our intimate relationships and th effect they have on each other.    it is far from satisfactory.

First print publication 1986 by Rochford Street Press

Box 250

Wentworth Building

University of Sydney 2006

Australia

National Library of Australia and ISBN catalogue number: 0 94327 03 4.

Cover image: adapted from the original print publication. th image of a voice print attributed to pope john paul II was presented by mary ann faulks, reportedly borrowed from the national enquirer magazine. th latin was said to mean ‘rumour covers rumour’ but investigations conducted at th time of publishing the digital edition indicates that the phrase is probably ‘peccatorum vestorum peccatum’ — the sin ov ur own sins — which is explained as emphasizing personal responsibility for ones own wrongdoing.
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The earth itself

seeming to grow faces,

as we, in our inimitable fashions

become the caricatures

we disavow

John Jenkins

from ‘Slice’

in Zone of the White Wolf and Other Landscapes
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ur footsteps come in soft or harsh ur
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feet aching or ignored ur mind  in th world or

dreaming ur world u come out

ov th city and into this city u havent 

left we havent left these

are th dreams ov desire

these   are th dreams  ov fear

in dreams u sit stand walk run lie lose

attention this is no different th world

is no different

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

prologue 
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i was saying to 

them th other day th

city is never totally

dark its too afraid ov th

void ov th hole

to ever allow total 

darkness even for an instant

an instant

like th flick ov eyelids that

only produces th aurora

inside th skull and th

fireworks ov dream after

all after all a tinge ov

sarcasm before all

there is to do oddly

gives a spur to perspective

sometimes when

i lie in th room after th

suns filleted across

th sky and kitchens

open windows

th trams and buses and 

trains become cartoon

strip cameos ov th burden

ov service th blank lines

that dissect th faces

like th grids across th

sky cut th cosmos into

packets for consumption and

children give up th

outdoor scramble for th

glaring touch ov th tv

cars crackle beside

their coolly waiting houses

while the air fills with

moisture that i am

told is the earths tears

crying for the death ov

light whole suburbs ignite

according to some magic scheme

the earths not told

cyclists skud thru th

stretching streets widening

in th thickened air is there

more space between th

molecules at night tho

its hard to tell how much

space is between my hand

and my face as i

walk th back lanes and

th highways under th

sodium and neon and

th stars hearing th static

buffered by bricks and

mortar ov th blood that

feeds th quiet city

dreaming itself

into th smooth bay by 

th cold sea i listen i

listen
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approaching the city one
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in th city th wind has bricks for th bed it makes in th

gutters and furrows ov in th piston shafts and gear shifts th

diesel  ears long deaf no longer ears but oil-filled

sponge and th gravel digestion sick

thru th pressure on ears and th drums

ov th blood cant resist  resist th insistent din th bus th

bus th roar and th doors concertina articulate th hinges th steel

guns under th hammer th grind

what strength we have

to not listen what force is in th tissues th bus and th driver

singing th tune ov th bus th harmony ov th metal symphony th

clamour he sings in greek th new diaspora th

uniform and th stops at every corner he aches back   home

and ears shot shots and th ringing th needle point thud and

roar th shriek th insistent how is he gentle how

are we  resistant how  do we accept   how are we

how do we change th roar we make in th blood ov th head

and th stop let me off no idle conversation we see sounds

walk to ur fingers no idle slamming at our face no idle

th hammers on iron and buzz and th cut ov th throat th exit and

lets me out and feet

footsteps suggest th person who always walks with th beating

wind and th accompaniment ov cars

houses are echo boxes and walls ov solid air against th sound we

reverberate
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