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				For all the underdogs out there. 
Every great soccer player has missed a goal 
once. Keep kicking—nothing is impossible.
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			HELLO, SOCCER FANS!

			Hi! I’m Chris, and I love the game of soccer. I admit, there were other sports I enjoyed before soccer. But when I watched my first soccer game, I was immediately hooked.

			My excitement for soccer grew even more during the 1994 World Cup, especially after watching the championship match between Brazil and Italy. After a scoreless tie at the end of regulation and overtime, it went to penalties. I remember Brazil’s game-winning kick and how all the players rushed the field to celebrate. It was such an awesome moment, I’ll never forget it.

			During the 2006 World Cup in Germany, I could really see how much this game means to people. Seeing so many fans in the stands from all around the world showing their pride in their country, I felt proud for them, too! There’s something about this game that brings people together.

			It’s easy to start playing soccer, but becoming a champion takes more. All you need to play is a ball, but some players didn’t even have a ball, as you’ll read in this book! You’ll also read about a team that wasn’t supposed to win many games but became league champions. Another great story will reveal the player who stopped growing as a child yet still became one of the greatest soccer stars of all time.

			All because it started with a dream. Enjoy!
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			SOCCER WORDS TO KNOW

			New to soccer (or what the rest of the world calls football)? Here’s a list of words that will be helpful to know before you read these amazing stories. Flip back to these pages anytime you don’t understand a word.

			Game (or match): The typical soccer game or match consists of two 45-minute halves, with a 15-minute halftime break in between. This is known as regulation time. Each team has 11 players on the field—10 players and a goalkeeper.

			Pitch: Another word for field. For example: “The two teams will meet at the pitch for their soccer match at noon.”

			Stoppage time (or injury time): Time added by the referees at the end of each half to make up for injuries, substitutions, or other interruptions that took away playing time during the game.

			Clean sheet: When a team prevents their opponent from scoring any goals in a game. Examples can be a final score of 1–0, 5–0, or even 0–0.

			Extra time: Additional time played when the score is tied at the end of the game and a winner needs to be determined. Extra time consists of two 15-minute halves, with a break in between.

			Strikers: Also known as forwards, strikers play closest to the opponents’ goal and are focused on scoring goals or assisting others with scoring goals. They often use speed and dribbling skills in their attack.

			Wingers: Forwards who play near the left and right sidelines (or wings), typically on either side of the striker.

			Defenders (or backs): Players who play closest to their own goal (besides the goalkeeper). They try to stop the other team from scoring. Center backs play in the center, in front of the goalie, and in between the left and right backs.

			Midfielders: Players who play in the middle of their half of the pitch, behind the forwards and in front of the defenders. They move the ball forward for strikers and wingers and defend in front of the defenders. These players run a lot!

			Goalkeeper (or keeper/goalie): The player who stands in front of their goal to try to stop the opponent from shooting the ball into the net. This is the only player who can use their hands.

			Hat trick: Scoring three goals in one game.

			Equalizer: A goal to tie the game.

			Assist: The pass to a teammate right before they score. The player who makes that pass is awarded an assist.

			Penalty kick: A free kick taken from the penalty spot, which is 12 yards from the goal. Awarded to a team after their opponent commits a foul, such as tripping a player or committing a hand ball (touching the ball with their hands).

			Penalty shootout: How a game is decided if there’s a tie at the end of extra time and there needs to be a winner. Five players from each team take a turn kicking from the penalty spot. The team that scores the most goals wins. If both teams make all five kicks, teams continue to take penalty kicks until one team makes a kick and the other team misses.

			Club soccer: A competitive level of soccer, in which players on a team represent a city and compete in a league. Such leagues include the Premier League/Women’s Super League (England), La Liga/Liga F (Spain), Serie A/Serie A Femminile (Italy), Ligue Un/Première Ligue (France), Bundesliga/Frauen-Bundesliga (Germany), and Major League Soccer/National Women’s Soccer League (United States).

			Tournament: A soccer competition that has multiple rounds, such as group play, round of 16, quarterfinals, semifinals, and championship. Tournaments include the World Cup, Olympics, and others.

			Champions League: A tournament (one for men and one for women) where the best club teams from all the European leagues, including from the Premier League/Women’s Super League, La Liga/Liga F, and Serie A/Serie A Femminile, play to determine the best of the best in Europe.

			National team: A team made up of a country’s best soccer players, who represent their country in international competition, such as the World Cup, Olympics, and others.
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						1999 US WOMEN’S NATIONAL TEAM

					
					 

					TEAM STARS

					Michelle Akers
midfielder/striker

					Brandi Chastain
defender/midfielder

					Julie Foudy
midfielder

					Mia Hamm
striker

					Carla Overbeck
defender

					Kristine Lilly
midfielder/striker

					Briana Scurry
goalkeeper

					Tony DiCicco
coach

					 

					TOP ACHIEVEMENTS

					
							
							1999 Women’s World Cup champions

						

							
							1999 Sports Illustrated Women of the Year

						

							
							1999 Associated Press Team of the Year

						

					

					 

					CLUTCH PLAYS

					
							
							Briana Scurry’s penalty save in the championship match against China was the only missed shot in the shootout between both teams and led to Team USA’s victory.

						

							
							Brandi Chastain’s game-winning penalty kick in the fifth round of the championship match shootout sealed the victory for the team. Her celebration afterward became one of the most iconic moments in sports history.

						

					

				

			

			The 1999 US Women’s National Team (USWNT) is one of the greatest women’s soccer teams of all time. They might even be considered one of the greatest teams in any sport. Their Women’s World Cup victory helped change how people view women in sports in America and around the world.

			This team was not the first USWNT to win a World Cup. That was the 1991 team, in the first-ever Women’s World Cup tournament. After that victory, many people thought more Americans would be interested in women’s soccer. But when that team returned home from their victory, only three fans greeted them at the airport—and one of them was their bus driver!

			In 1996, the USWNT won the gold medal in the Atlanta Olympics. That gave the team some momentum going into the 1999 World Cup, which was also going to be played in the US.

			But would US Soccer, the official governing body of soccer in the United States, give the team the support it needed to play well? Would they help promote the team so fans would come and watch them play? Nope.

			In fact, the US Women’s National Team players were given just $10 a day by US Soccer for meals, hotel rooms, and transportation. To compare, the 1998 US Men’s National Team players were given $100 a day during their World Cup.

			The 1999 team also had to promote the Women’s World Cup themselves. They had to use their own money to travel around the country to attend events, appear on talk shows, give interviews, and spread the word. However, the players were very smart, and they used their unique personalities to raise awareness for the World Cup.

			As a result of all of their efforts and because they were the favorites to win, the World Cup became a highly anticipated event. Women’s World Cup president Marla Messing was amazed by how well the team promoted the tournament, so she requested that the matches be played in large stadiums instead of smaller fields. In her words, she wanted to “stage a breakthrough event for women’s sports, and to inspire the next generation of female athletes.”

			Messing’s plan worked—the USWNT made history even before the end of their first match. This game, against Denmark, in front of 79,000 fans at then–Giants Stadium in New Jersey, set the world record for largest attendance at a women’s sporting event. In front of the massive crowd, the USWNT went on to beat Denmark, 3–0. They followed that with a dominant 7–1 win over Nigeria, then a 3–0 shutout of North Korea.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Next came the knockout stage, where a loss meant elimination from the World Cup. With more pressure to keep winning, the USWNT faced Germany in Landover, Maryland, for the quarterfinal match. Germany was one of the best teams in the world—and the USWNT’s biggest rival.

			The game started badly. The USWNT went down 1–0 after defender Brandi Chastain tried to pass the ball to goalkeeper Briana Scurry. But the ball rolled past Scurry and into the Americans’ own net.

			“That could have been the worst moment,” Chastain said about the play. But team captain Carla Overbeck told Chastain to let it go and keep believing that they would win the game. Soon, the USWNT tied the game on a Tiffeny Milbrett goal. The crowd got louder. But just before halftime, Germany scored another goal for a 2–1 lead.

			“Don’t let your dream end today,” USWNT coach Tony DiCicco said to his team. “We can play better…we have to play better.”

			In the second half, Chastain made up for her mistake by scoring an equalizer, tying the score 2–2. Joy Fawcett followed with a go-ahead goal, and the US took the lead for good. This 3–2 victory sent the USWNT to the semifinals—just two wins away
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