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				For Brian and our girls. I love you all! Thank you for dreaming with me.

				—A.J.

				To my mom and dad, who always believed in me, who pushed me to follow this path, and who allowed me to realize my dreams.

				—K.L.
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			Hi, there!

			I’m so glad you picked up this storybook about the Friendly Forest! Something really special about this book is it’s not just stories—each day (or chapter) is actually a devotional to help you learn and grow in your faith.

			Every day, you can read one chapter, which includes a forest friends’ adventure, a key Bible verse, some reflection questions, and a short prayer. But if you ever want to read through just the stories, you can do that, too, because together they make up one big story about the Friendly Forest!

			Like the forest friends you’ll meet in these pages, you might be dealing with big changes around you. Or maybe you’re just looking for some faith-filled fun. Either way, I hope you enjoy adventuring alongside Blaze, Hensley, Hoo, Cubby, and Flora.

			And remember, even though these stories are fiction or “make-believe,” they can help you learn lots of important things about who God created you to be. And unlike these stories, God isn’t make-believe. He’s real, He’s powerful, and He loves you so much!

			[image: Signed, Amanda]

		

	
		
			
				Day 1

				Change Blows Through the Friendly Forest
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			The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground. But what our God says will stand forever.

			ISAIAH 40:8, NIRV
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			The Friendly Forest was home to many creatures. Some were small and spiky, others were tall and fuzzy, and many were fast and furry. Whether its animals hopped, scampered, or flew, the forest was filled with joy, wonder, and friendship.

			Cubby the Bear loved finding the best honey for his grammy’s bakery.

			Hensley the Hedgehog enjoyed exploring along the Babbling Brook.

			Blaze the Bunny hopped around the forest with speed, making special deliveries.

			Flora the Fox happily cheered as her friends played games at Frontier’s Field.

			And Hoo the Owl flew in and out of the trees on calm, starry nights.

			But one night, a huge storm blew through the forest. The wind was too strong for Hoo to fly through the skies. Branches rattled and snapped, making Hensley shake in her nest. The pounding rain came down faster than Blaze could think. Crashing thunder startled Flora from her sleep, and lightning lit up the doorway of Cubby’s den.

			The next morning, the creatures of the Friendly Forest woke up to find that their happy little home looked completely different. All the trails were washed out. The North Bridge had been swept away. And the forest was now filled with questions, confusion, and lots of fear.

			
				
				
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			But even though their world had changed, the forest friends were about to discover an important truth. No matter what was happening around them or what emotions the storm had brought to the surface, each of them could choose how to respond. And those choices could eventually change everything.
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			Talk About It

			
					
					What is the big change that happened in the Friendly Forest?

				

					
					Read Isaiah 40:8 again. What truth does this verse share about God?

				

					
					Do you like it when things around you change? Why or why not?

				

			

			Think About It

			While the things in this world will change, we can trust that God never changes! He will always love you, and He will always be with you.

			Pray About It

			Dear God,

			Thank You for loving me and being with me every day. Please help me remember that even when things change, You and Your Word stay the same.

			Amen.
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				Day 2

				Hensley Trades Fear for Faith
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			Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.

			PROVERBS 3:5
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			Hensley was curled up tight in her nest, like she did when something was really, really wrong. It took a long time for her to say anything to Mama Hedgehog, who sat by Hensley’s side.
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			“That storm was so loud last night,” Hensley finally squeaked out.

			“It sure was.” Mama Hedgehog kissed her cheek. “Thankfully we stayed safe and sound.”

			“But I’m scared that the forest won’t be okay.” Papa Hedgehog had left early that morning to help the families in the Western Woodland. He said they all had to work hard to fix the forest before winter came. Otherwise, they’d have to leave and find a new home. “The storm changed everything! I don’t like it!” Hensley cried.

			“Change is hard,” said Mama Hedgehog. “But I’m here for you, and so are your friends. And most importantly, the Maker is watching over you.”

			Hensley loosened from her ball a bit. “Really?”

			“Really!” said Mama. “No matter what changes here on earth, the Maker never changes. He is always loving, He is always there, and He is always good.”

			“Will the Maker help me not be afraid ever again?” asked Hensley.

			“You’ll probably still feel afraid at times,” Mama explained. “But when you do, you can ask the Maker to help you trade your fear for faith. And then you can keep choosing faith over and over again.”

			Hensley thought about Mama’s words. Then she took a deep breath and fully unfurled from her ball. “Okay, Mama. I’m still a little afraid, but I’ll try to have faith.”
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			Talk About It

			
					
					Why was Hensley scared in today’s story?

				

					
					What does it mean to have faith and to trust our Maker (God)?

				

					
					What will you choose to trust God with today?

				

			

			Think About It

			Hopefully you have people you can trust here on earth when things around you are changing. But no matter what, remember that you can always trust God!

			Pray About It

			Dear God,

			Please help me have faith in You, even when I don’t like what’s changing around me. When I feel alone or afraid, help me remember that You are still here with me.

			Amen.
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