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 Foreword





 While reviewing the discussion and extensive presentation of fly patterns contained within these pages, I couldn’t help but reflect on the growth of fly tying over the last forty to fifty years. The advancements in materials and tying techniques is nearly staggering from the days when I learned to tie in the mid- to late 1970s. Don’t worry, I won’t bore you with stories of how we walked to school uphill both ways back in those olden days.


 My tying bible at that time was The Complete Book of Fly Tying by Eric Leiser. Mr. Leiser was a master fly tier, and this was a very significant work at the time, providing a great resource for many upstart tiers. This book still sits on my shelf along with some other early classics, but now the flies contained within look so rudimentary compared to the daily presentation of new fly patterns on social media.


 Not only have natural tying materials increased dramatically in quality thanks to genetic engineering, but so many superior synthetics have been developed that it is difficult to keep track. Combine this with ever-evolving techniques, and the subculture of fly tying has experienced rapid progression in recent years.


 Essential Flies for the Great Lakes States captures this growth as it relates to the patterns of the region. This is an essential guide to the tried-and-true classics as well as innovative flies to pursue the myriad species that offer anglers a challenge throughout this diverse geographic area. Living in the Great Lakes region, I am often faced with the difficult decision of what direction to go and what species to fish for on any given day. When the prime time of year rolls around, it may be inland trout one day, steelhead the next, and bass or muskie the next. To take full advantage of what the Midwest and Great Lakes have to offer you need multiple fly boxes filled with an incredible variety of patterns, from size 22 dries for trout to twelve-inch-long concoctions for muskie and everything in between. This book provides the perfect reference to fill those boxes with essential patterns.


 [image: Few places offer the variety of fly fishing opportunities that are found across the Midwest and Great Lakes regions. The flies can be very different depending on the situation. The patterns shown here can catch everything from trout and panfish to the largest Great Lakes predators. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 I first met Jerry over three decades ago while I was guiding in western New York. We connected instantly and quickly forged a friendship that included meeting in various parts of the Great Lakes region while exploring the tremendous opportunities that were emerging all around. At the time the Great Lakes did not portray the same fly-fishing image as more famous venues such as the western United States or the Catskills region. The lakes were on their way to recovery from blatant abuse and significant, well-documented water quality issues that had become evident decades before. The most visible indication was shorelines paved in dead fish that produced a nearly unbearable stench. Unethical angling practices and overcrowding of the more popular rivers as the lakes recovered also clouded the picture.


 But I always appreciated the fishery as it recovered and developed through the late 1970s and 1980s, recognizing that its trajectory pointed toward something special. Jerry shared that same appreciation, and it was this common element that continued to allow our paths to cross even though we lived a couple of states apart. We met to fish along Lake Erie for steelhead and Lake Ontario for brown trout, and pursued native lake trout in the Niagara region. It was a blank canvas to explore with the only limit being one’s imagination. We devised various hybrid lines and rigs to fish all types of water, including exploring the depths of the lakes and larger rivers—all at a time when variations in commercial lines were very limited. We regularly exchanged ideas to prepare for the next challenge and species.


 While much of my involvement in the fly-fishing industry, along with much of my writing, focused on the lake-run element of the Great Lakes fishery, Jerry continued to push forward rooting out many unique opportunities and fisheries throughout the entire Great Lakes and Midwest. For years Jerry had the idea of documenting the opportunities that existed and were still developing in the region. I applauded his efforts, and on a few occasions he pitched me the idea of a book that documented these special fisheries with the offer of coauthorship. The timing was never right for me to join this journey, but in the end Jerry saw it through, producing the book titled Fly Fishing the Inland Oceans, published in 2013. This instantly became a go-to reference for experiencing all the Great Lakes has to offer from a fly fisher’s perspective.


 It was Jerry’s work as a fly-fishing industry sales representative that kept him so tightly connected through a career of commitment to the sport. Tireless effort and countless hours of travel kept many of the region’s fly shops stocked and positioned to provide quality service to customers. But it was this connection that provided the opportunity to experience many of the inland fisheries throughout his territory in the Midwestern states in addition to the Great Lakes waters. This knowledge contributed significantly to the finished product. Essential Flies for the Great Lakes States truly represents a lifelong effort.


 We often long to visit exotic and famous fly-fishing locations. Fortunately, the ability to travel to remote destinations has never been so accessible or attainable as it is today. The planning and preparation for a special trip can occupy a fly angler’s mind for months. But when it comes to fly fishing, enjoyable outings often occur close to home. Great experiences are simply where you find them, and exploring your own backyard can result in unexpected results and pleasant surprises. While many anglers visit the Midwest and Great Lakes from great distances, the fishery largely serves the millions that live in rather close proximity to this unique resource. The spirit of taking advantage of what exists at your fingertips is at the very heart of this book that provides a range of flies to meet just about any fly-fishing challenge to be found in the region.


 

 Rick Kustich

 Grand Island, New York

 June 27, 2019


 


 

  
     


 Introduction


 


 A BRIEF HISTORY OF FLY FISHING IN THE GREAT LAKES STATES


 Other than the polar ice caps, the Great Lakes of North America present the largest, continuous source of fresh water on earth. Over 40 million people live in the region. Eight US states and the province of Ontario touch the lakes. The economic value of the lakes in terms of shipping, transportation, recreation, tourism, and natural resources is impossible to calculate.


 The Great Lakes have over 11,000 miles of shoreline with hundreds of tributaries. North to south, the region encompasses several climatic zones. The lakes border wilderness as well as highly developed industrial areas. An amazing diversity of plant and wildlife species and ecosystems are found here. The overall importance of this region is almost beyond comprehension.


 From an angling standpoint, this can be considered one of the premier sportfishing areas anywhere. Anglers have the lakes themselves, plus countless inland creeks, streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes at their doorstep. Both coldwater and warmwater opportunities abound, all found in a relatively small geographic area. An angler can fish smallmouth in the morning and then catch a hatch for trout in the afternoon and evening.


 Fly fishing itself is defined by the flies we use—those accumulations of feathers, hair, fur, and synthetic materials attached to a hook and cast in hopes of attracting a fish to strike. The Great Lakes region has been a significant area for the development and evolution of fly patterns. A number of the “timeless” patterns we use are from this area and still work, unchanged from their original design.


 [image: The Great Lakes region has been a significant area for the development and evolution of fly patterns. A number of the “timeless” patterns we use are from this area and still work, unchanged from their original design. Roberts Yellow Drake is a great example of a pattern that has stood the test of time. It can be fished anywhere fish are feeding on light-colored mayflies. The materials stay the same, but the size is adjusted as needed. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 The angling diversity found in the area has allowed us to expand our efforts from trout to a host of additional species. The creativity of fly tying and fly design is well established here and continues to be an ongoing process. It is important for us as both fly anglers and fly tiers to recognize the contributions of the Great Lakes region.


 This area was an important stopping point in the westward progression of fly fishing, but in a sense has been “reborn” as perhaps the single most important region in North America for fly fishers. It is quite likely that you could fly-fish 365 days a year at multiple locations around the Great Lakes for a unique variety of species. If you are looking at an extensive range of fly patterns, just look in the fly bins of shops around the region.


 In spite of being selective in the patterns presented, this book still contains well over 500 designs. The more I researched, the more layers of information I uncovered. Along with the well-known, recognized tiers, there are also many “unsung heroes,” both past and present, who deserve recognition. In the end, these fly patterns reflect a combination of things—longevity, creativity, versatility, and practicality included. A lot of ground is covered by the patterns that are listed.


 Looking back at the timeline, grayling were the starting point for fly anglers moving into the region of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. We know that this area was well known as the next stop beyond the eastern areas like the Catskills and Adirondacks, which are considered the birthplace of fly-pattern design in North America. The patterns that existed at the time were more than adequate for these fish. There were some local patterns being tied, but they were not a necessity to catch fish.


 The northern peninsula of Michigan, northern Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Ontario saw a similar scenario as fly anglers pursued the local brook trout. Snelled flies with multiple flies on the leader got the job done. The Nipigon River in Ontario deservedly attracted a significant amount of interest, with some patterns being developed specifically for that area.


 The introduction of brown trout fueled a whole new class of patterns that were more specific imitations of insects. This in turn led to a variety of new tying techniques and materials brought into the mix. Rivers like Michigan’s AuSable and Manistee led this development, which still continues today. The Driftless area has become a subset of brown trout fishing in the region, with numerous patterns developed specifically for the area. Fly patterns, material, and techniques have migrated to other areas.


 Fly fishing and flies for the migratory rainbows of the Great Lakes have gone through several evolutionary stages, starting with the realization that these fish would eat flies. From the earlier designs that mimicked western designs, there was a big move to natural patterns imitative of nymphs and eggs. Patterns that were imitative of an attractor component were next. Most recently, streamers have come into the mix for both swung and stripped fly applications.


 [image: Mayflies are the most recognized insect to Midwest fly anglers and are found in both moving water and stillwater environments. Most of the early dry fly development focused on mayfly imitations, and they still get the majority of interest in most situations. JON RAY PHOTO]
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 In the warmwater arena, smallmouth bass have become a major player for fly anglers. The sheer amount of water available across the area for this great gamefish is mind-boggling. From small streams to the open waters of the Great Lakes, smallmouth bass are a staple for both anglers and guides. No matter where you are across the whole area, it is likely that fishable smallmouth water is close by.


 The apex predator of the region, the muskellunge, is now fair game on a fly and much pursued. Advances in equipment along with both tying materials and fly design allow anglers to take flies to where muskies live and do it for extended periods of time. The amazing thing is that muskie really like flies, and this is a legitimate method to catch them, not just a novelty.


 The waters of the Great Lakes are no longer out of bounds to fly anglers. As discussed in my book, Fly Fishing the Inland Oceans, the lakes themselves and connecting waters provide endless opportunities for fly fishing.Here we can stalk and sight-fish on hard sand flats, throw flies to fish busting bait on the surface, find fish sipping mayflies gently on the surface, and probe the depths with sinking lines. Nearly any fly-fishing scenario can be found on the Great Lakes.


 Yes, the lakes do have their problems—invasive species being the most prominent at present. But it’s not all doom and gloom. The lake-dwelling coaster brook trout of Lake Superior, nearly wiped out by the mid-twentieth century, have rebounded quickly and in steadily increasing numbers due to special regulations. Wild lake trout populations are on the rise in all the lakes. Efforts at reintroducing Atlantic salmon are showing some signs of success.

 
 [image: A timeline of fly-fishing history: Here are a few of the many books used in researching information for this work. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 As we shall see, the area played a significant role in the development of fly fishing as we know it. This process is still continuing. Fly pattern evolution and development continue. Knowledge learned here is carried to all parts of the fly-fishing world. With an increasing population of fly fishers and diversity of fly-fishing opportunities, the region will continue as a primary influencer in the sport.


 The Early Period


 We will never know for sure who was the first person to cast a fly to a fish on the waters of the Midwest or Great Lakes. Fish hooks made of bone have been found in archaeological sites in the area going back several thousand years. In the first part of the nineteenth century, there were reports of the indigenous peoples of the region dressing bone hooks with feathers, but no record of when this actually started.


 What we do know is that fly fishing has been present in North America for over 250 years. European settlers brought their version of fly fishing with them across the Atlantic. Fishing with a fly was part of the food-gathering process, and a recreational aspect slowly became part of the activity as time went on. As settlers pushed west, a fly rod was part of the kit for many.


 There is ample evidence that by the mid-1800s fly fishing was becoming established as a sport across eastern North America and working its way westward. There are a number of accounts from this time frame of wealthy “sports” traveling from larger cities such as New York, Boston, Philadelphia, or Chicago to the northern tier of the Great Lakes region. Further expeditions went into Ontario up to and beyond the rapids of the St. Marys River. Some ventured to the upper reaches of Lake Superior and even farther.


 Robert Barnwell Roosevelt helped fuel interest in the region with his two books, Game Fish of the North (1862) and Superior Fishing (1865). We see that even as the Civil War raged, angling exploration was taking place. Up to this point, waterways were the main arteries of travel into the interior of the region. This began to change around 1870.


 As railroad routes expanded, the north country became more accessible to anglers. Thaddeus Norris, perhaps the most noted American fly-fishing writer of the period, arrived in Grayling, Michigan, in the summer of 1874. His essay, The Michigan Grayling, was based on his explorations of the AuSable and Manistee Rivers. Norris wrote of vast numbers of easy-to-catch grayling coming to casts of three or four wet flies. At times, an angler would have a fish on each fly.


 Found mainly in the upper portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, grayling thrived in the cold, pure waters of the area. Trout were found in very few of these rivers, and grayling were actually the native coldwater sportfish. Unfortunately, the same railroads that opened the north to angler access also allowed the white pine forests to be exploited. The Michigan grayling and the virgin pines would both be gone around the turn of the century.


 Brook trout were found in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and in a very few Lower Peninsula streams, and across into northern Wisconsin and the province of Ontario. Logging had the same effect on the native brook trout populations as it did on the grayling. In addition, the lake-dwelling coaster brook trout, or “rock trout,” of northern Lake Huron and Lake Superior also suffered from overfishing and habitat degradation.


 In Superior Fishing, Robert Barnwell Roosevelt recounts an expedition to the Nipigon Bay area of Lake Superior focused on the brook trout of the lake. Other accounts from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries talk of the Nipigon brook trout that peak with the largest ever recorded brookie of 14½ pounds, caught in 1915. It may be that this distinct genetic strain is gone, but current fishing regulations are resulting in a noticeable increase in both numbers and size of these fish again.


 Rainbow trout were first planted in Michigan at the mouth of the AuSable River near Oscoda in 1873. Subsequent stockings took place through the 1880s in other locations. These fish thrived, but disappeared from Great Lakes streams each summer, only to reappear again in the fall. It took several decades before biologists understood that this was an anadromous strain of rainbow; these fish were the ancestors of many of the migratory rainbows found across the Great Lakes today that are referred to generically as steelhead.


 Rainbow stockings were successful across the northern tier of the Great Lakes by the early 1900s, and localized, self-sustaining populations were established and recognized by anglers. A young writer by the name of Ernest Hemingway wrote about the “world’s best rainbow trout fishing” in the St. Marys River rapids for the Toronto Star newspaper in 1920. Today, natural reproducing populations of rainbows are found in all of the Great Lakes, but there are very few self-sustaining river populations.


 [image: Superior Fishing was published in 1865 and helped to spur interest in sportfishing in North America. Much of the book focuses on fly fishing the Great Lakes region. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 [image: The Nipigon Historical Museum in Nipigon, Ontario, has an excellent exhibit recounting the history of fly fishing in the area. It focuses on the famous brook trout fishing and the story of the world-record fish. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 The first introduction of brown trout in the United States was in the Baldwin River, a tributary to Michigan’s Pere Marquette River in 1883. This was the start of a significant shift in trout fishing around the region, which spread to other areas. Brown trout were much more tolerant of the warmer waters and sediment. They were also harder to catch and gradually became the dominant trout species in most of the area waters.


 Stockings continued around the country through the 1880s, and browns gradually displaced the native trout species in many waters. By around 1920, they were the dominant trout of inland waters in the Midwest. Browns responded poorly to the flies and techniques used to catch brook trout, and fly anglers slowly developed patterns and methods for them. This process is still continuing today, as we will see. More than any other species, the brown trout embodies stream-based trout fishing across the region.


 [image: Many early bass flies were larger versions of trout patterns. These became commercially available by the late 1800s. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 Theodore Gordon is considered by many as the “father of American fly fishing.” From his base in New York’s Catskill Mountains, Gordon spent the late 1880s developing patterns that would become the foundation of the dry fly in North America. Many of us recognize the Quill Gordon patterns as his creation.


 As the railroads expanded and reached northern Michigan, Gordon traveled to the AuSable River and fished the traditional three wet fly casts for grayling. Gordon also contributed to the development of streamer flies with the development of his Bumblepuppy fly. There is evidence that Gordon was experimenting with this pattern as early as 1880.


 There was also activity happening on the warmwater side of the equation. One of the earliest references to fly fishing in the New World was an account by a British army officer, one Robert Hunter, who wrote about fly fishing for smallmouth bass on the rivers around Montreal in 1785. Warmwater fishing received a significant boost with the 1881 publication of the Book of the Black Basses by Dr. James Henshall of Cincinnati, Ohio.


 Henshall brought the sport of warmwater fly fishing into the forefront and is credited with creating one of the first fly patterns specifically designed to catch bass—the Henshall Bug. Prior to this, most bass fishing was done with oversized versions of the brightly colored trout flies of the era. In her book Favorite Flies and Their Histories from 1892, Mary Orvis Marbury has a number of colored plates of bass-specific patterns. A state-by-state survey also lists patterns for various warmwater species as well as trout.


 Interest in warmwater fly fishing continued to grow across the region due to several reasons. This was during the time when many of the trout waters were in decline due to the ravages of logging. Also, anglers were beginning to take more advantage of opportunities close to home. More fly patterns were developed specifically for bass, although cork-bodied flies appear to have come out of Arkansas and Missouri.


 The Formative Period: Twentieth Century


 The Ft. Wayne Bucktail pattern appeared around 1900. The first commercial cork popper, called the Coaxer, came out of Chicago around 1910. The Wilder-Dilg was an early (1911) cork slider-style fly. Although developed in the Adirondacks, Tuttle’s Devil Bug (1920) became an instant best-selling pattern in the region. By the 1920s fly fishing for smallmouth bass had become popular across much of the Midwest and Great Lakes area.


 Around this same time, trout fly patterns began to change significantly. The earlier flies that were used for grayling and then brook trout were not productive. Catskill patterns were brought in and worked well on the finicky brown trout now dominant in many waters. Michigan tiers were quick to mirror this style, and a number of patterns began to emerge. The Cabin Coachman by John Stephan, and Ernie Borchers’s Drake series, reflect this design and are still catching fish today.


 [image: Early fly fishers took advantage of the species available to them. Due to the species diversity of the region, Midwest anglers developed patterns to catch multiple species. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 The original Adams dry was tied in 1922 by Len Halladay for use on Michigan’s Boardman River. Perhaps the most popular dry fly ever created, this pattern has gone through numerous transformations and adaptations. In its current form, the standard Adams dry still echoes Catskill-style roots. Halladay’s original version of the fly will still take fish today.


 For fly tiers in the Midwest, the drawback to the Catskill designs was material cost and availability. When the Depression hit, this became even worse. There was no money to spare, even if materials could be found. Tiers had to use what they could find locally. Hackle came from barnyard chickens. Hair and fur were from locally harvested game animals. Sewing thread, bits of silk and wool, and even rubber strands from old truck seats all came into use.


 Through the 1930s and into the 1940s, tying techniques and various patterns emerged across the region that are still in use today. The parachute-style of hackling was developed by William Avery Bush. Clarence Roberts and/or Earl Madsen tied deer hair parallel to and around the hook shank to form a dry fly body. Roberts also incorporated white deer belly hair for a parachute post. His Yellow Drake pattern imitates a number of light-colored mayflies, just by changing size.


 Art Winnie started the use of turkey quill wings with his Michigan Hopper, later called Joe’s Hopper. This pattern led to an ongoing series of grasshopper designs over the following decades by numerous tiers. One continuous feature characteristic of all these is the use of turkey quill wings.


 Wisconsin contributed another classic fly pattern, the Hornberg. Named for game warden Frank Hornberg, this adaptable pattern can be tied as a dry fly, wet fly, or streamer. It is about as versatile as a fly can get and still remains extremely popular today.


 Perhaps the single most important fly contribution out of this period was the Muddler Minnow. In terms of long-lasting influence, few fly patterns have had the significant impact the Muddler has. The version as we know it was originated by Don Gapen of Anoka, Minnesota, in 1936 for use on Ontario’s Nipigon River. It may have been a modification of a simpler design used by local natives, but the clipped-hair head gave rise to an entire new class of streamer patterns that still continues today.


 A number of significant fly tackle manufacturers and suppliers were based across the region, including names such as Cumings, Heddon, Millsite, Pflueger, Shakespeare, and South Bend. Rod makers included Lyle Dickerson, Paul Young, and Morris Kushner, who were based in Michigan.


 [image: A Muddler Minnow tied by Dan Gapen, from the Nipigon Historical Museum. This nondescript fly led to a revolution in streamer fly design that continues to this day. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 [image: Frost Flies began in the late 1800s and helped make the Midwest the fly-tying capital of the world. Stevens Point, Wisconsin, became a focal point of this activity. It continued well into the twentieth century.]
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 It was in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, that fly tying was turned into an industry. This started in the late 1890s when a fly fisher by the name of Carrie Frost trained and hired several local girls to tie flies commercially for sale. Prior to this, the majority of flies sold in the United States came from Great Britain or were tied by first-generation immigrants from England, Ireland, or Scotland.


 Frost had 150 girls working for her by 1919. The business was sold and became the Weber Tackle Company around 1920. By 1940, Weber, Worth, and a number of smaller, local companies employed over 500 local tiers and sold over 10 million flies annually. Frost is recognized as the founder of the American fly-tying industry, and Stevens Point was the fly-tying capital of the world for several decades.


 During the late 1920s, Wisconsin native Helen Shaw began to make her mark as a fly tier. Shaw never received formal training, but was engaged in commercial tying while still in high school. She partnered with Sheboygan fishing tackle retailer Art Kade and tied an extensive assortment of patterns for sale. A single Art Kade Fly Crafters catalog was printed in 1938, and Shaw tied every fly that was sold by Kade.


 [image: Frost Flies offered one of the first-ever crayfish patterns on the commercial market. This helped show the evolution of bass flies from the earlier brightly colored designs toward more imitative patterns. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 Shaw relocated to New York after meeting and marrying Hermann Kessler, the art director for Field and Stream magazine. By combining their talents, a breakthrough book, simply titled Fly Tying, was published in 1963. Each step of the tying process was shown in a photograph, and easily understood text accompanied each photo. Fly Tying still remains one the definitive publications of this art.


 In the 1930s, George Leonard Herter out of Waseca, Minnesota, became a significant part of the fly-fishing business. Despite all of Herter’s personal claims and exaggerations, his book Professional Fly Tying, Spinning and Tackle Making (1941) went through numerous editions and may be the most successful fly-tying book ever. Herter’s catalogs were popular for several generations of anglers, and the arrival of the latest edition was an eagerly anticipated event.


 After World War II, things were fairly quiet on the fly-fishing stage. The introduction of spinning tackle definitely had an impact as it swept across the country. Fly fishing was not forgotten, but it did take a backseat. However, some significant events still occurred.


 In 1945 angling friends Leon Martuch, Clare Harris, and Paul Rotiers founded a company called Scientific Anglers (SA) in Midland, Michigan. From their experience working for Dow Chemical, they developed the first PVC fly lines and, by the mid-1950s, the first truly modern floating fly lines. This was followed by the first modern sinking lines in 1960. In its 60-plus-year history, SA has stayed based in Midland and is a driving force in fly line coating, core advancement, and design.


 Ernie Schwiebert was born in Chicago and caught his first trout from the Pere Marquette River in Michigan. His book Matching the Hatch, published in 1955 when Schwiebert was in his early twenties, set the bar for later angling entomology books. Schwiebert earned his bachelor’s degree from Ohio State University. Parts of his angling observations came from time spent on Ohio’s Mad River and the spring creeks near Castalia, Ohio.


 Schwiebert’s additional works including the massive Nymphs and two-volume Trout. Looking at the numerous articles he wrote for a variety of publications, Schwiebert is one of the leading fly-fishing writers ever. A pioneer in fisheries conservation, Schwiebert was involved in the founding of Trout Unlimited, the Theodore Gordon Fly Fishers, and the Federation of Fly Fishers.


 In 1959 a group of concerned anglers met near Grayling, Michigan, to address the continuing decline of trout habitat on the main stream of the AuSable. Headed by George Griffith of Griffith Gnat fame, they formed an organization called Trout Unlimited. Now generally referred to as TU, this organization has celebrated 50-plus years of coldwater conservation across North America.


 In 1966 coho salmon were stocked in Lake Michigan in an effort to help control populations of the invasive alewife, whose numbers had exploded to a point where die-offs led to lake shorelines covered with millions of rotting fish. The coho returned as mature fish in 1967 and started an angling craze that has continued since.


 Salmon stockings had occurred periodically before this, but none had been successful. Chinook salmon stockings followed, which also took hold, and a whole industry developed around them. Fly anglers were drawn to these fish as they returned to rivers to spawn. The northwest side of Michigan, in particular, was the beneficiary of this phenomenon. Rivers like the Pere Marquette and Manistee lured anglers from around the world to their waters.


 An important offshoot was the rediscovery of the steel-head that had been present in these rivers for decades. The fish were there, but little emphasis was put on fishing for them. Anglers targeting salmon began to take notice of the large trout that were showing up through the months of October and into November.


 Although the salmon were often reluctant to take flies consistently, the big rainbows seemed to relish them. Anglers paid more attention to these migratory trout and took time to learn how to catch them. The late 1960s and early 1970s started a renaissance in Great Lakes steelhead. Although there were a number of locations where steelhead reproduced naturally, they again became part of the stocking programs of all the states bordering the lakes as well as the province of Ontario.


 With the advent of better gear—graphite rods, disc-drag reels, and more technical fly lines—anglers had better tools to chase steelhead. The development of layering systems for clothing and breathable/waterproof fabrics allowed them to stand the rigors of typical Great Lake steelhead weather. Fly patterns evolved quickly from designs that copied West Coast examples to more natural imitations of the eggs and nymphs the fish fed on.


 Steps to the Present Day and Beyond


 Through the last several decades of the twentieth century and into the present day, the steelhead has reigned as the crown jewel for Great Lakes and Midwest fly fishers. Traditional techniques using a swung fly and two-hand rods have returned to the scene. Switch rods were developed that allow several fly presentation styles from one rod. Fly lines have become very sophisticated and an integral part of taking the fly to the fish instead of relying on a chunk of lead.


 There are a host of talented guides and fly tiers who helped to advance this fishery to its present state. Names such as Kevin Feenstra, Walt Grau, John Kluesing, Rick Kustich, Jeff Liskay, Dave Pinczkowski, Ray Schmidt, Greg Senyo, Matt Supinski, and numerous others span over four decades. They are familiar across the lakes and well beyond for their contributions to this fishery. Today, Great Lakes steelheading draws anglers from around the world and is an industry all its own that contributes millions of dollars to the regional economy.


 Trout fishing also received a similar regeneration in 1970. Fishing writer Joe Brooks had an article in the August issue of Outdoor Life magazine about a new style of fly that two young anglers, Doug Swisher and Carl Richards, had developed after extensive research, much of which took place on Michigan’s AuSable River. Selective Trout was published the year after and became an instant classic in fly-fishing literature.


 A number of books had previously discussed entomology and imitation, but this was the first to present both insects and flies in large color photographs. The most important mayfly hatches were presented for a number of regions. Several distinctive fly styles were presented. Although Swisher and Richards were not the first to develop no-hackle, parachute, or emerger patterns, they brought them into the mind-set of trout anglers everywhere.


 Several other works followed from the Swisher-Richards duo. This spurred a number of entomology-based angling works from around the country that went into more detail about mayflies and also paid attention to caddis and stone-flies. All major classes of trout stream insects were finally being recognized.


 In 1979 and 1980, Wisconsin biology professor Gary Borger presented several works—Nymphing and Naturals— that were true to the scientific veracity of entomology but presented everything in layman’s terms. Borger has continued to be a major contributor to fly-fishing education for nearly 50 years. His son, Jason, has followed in his father’s footsteps.


 [image: Selective Trout, published in 1971, became an instant fly-fishing classic and helped to highlight the Midwest as a leading area in trout fly development. Many of the concepts presented in the book are still in use today and continue to influence fly design and construction. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 [image: The public library in Grayling, Michigan, has a large area devoted to fly fishing and fly tying. The focus in on local waters, but there are books covering all aspects of fly fishing. It is well worth a stop and spending several hours. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 In 1999, Michigan anglers/guides Kelly Galloup and Bob Linsenman wrote a revolutionary book, Modern Streamers for Trophy Trout. This work took the practice of streamer fishing to an entirely new plateau. Fly anglers now had a blueprint on how to target the largest fish in a river system all the time. The concepts presented in this book have spread to wherever trout are found. In addition, a whole genre of fly tying emerged based on the concepts Galloup and Linsenman presented. Guides like Russ Maddin and Alex Lafkas are on the cutting edge of continuing this work.


 As we look to the present day, trout fishing and fly design innovation continues. Night fishing for brown trout has developed a significant following, spurred by guides such as Tommy Lynch. Called “mousin’,” this technique focuses on the largest fish in a system and has migrated to other trout fishing areas.


 On the warmwater side of the aisle, the quest for targeting the apex predators in a system has also developed. Wisconsin guides Bill Sherer, Larry Mann, and Wendy Williamson, along with Michigan’s Brian Meszaros, pioneered early fly fishing and guiding for muskellunge. Muskie on the Fly (2008) by Robert Tomes and the recent Hunting Musky with a Fly (2017) by Rick Kustich focus specifically on targeting muskie. A host of younger guides and fly tiers are following this lead, and catching muskie on flies has become a mainstream activity across the region.


 Smallmouth bass are also receiving well-deserved recognition as a key fly-fishing target.


 Tim Landwehr and his crew are significant promoters of this on Wisconsin’s Menominee River. Mike Schultz and his guide staff have opened up awareness of the warmwater rivers of central Michigan. A number of trout and steelhead guides are also shifting to smallmouth during the warmest months of the summer.


 Tim Holschlag’s Smallmouth Fly Fishing (2006) is a truly comprehensive look at smallmouth. Nearly all the information is based on Holschlag’s experience fishing the waters of the Midwest and Great Lakes. Smallmouth: Modern Fly Fishing Methods, Tactics & Techniques (2017) by Dave Karczinski features the latest in fly patterns and techniques from the top guides in the Midwest.


 Even the open waters of the Great Lakes are home to fly anglers. The late Roger LaPenter pioneered smallmouth fishing on Lake Superior’s Chequamegon Bay. Kevin Morlock and his Indigo Guide Service have brought fly anglers from around the globe to chase carp in the waters around Lake Michigan’s Beaver Island. Karl Weixlmann works the Lake Erie shoreline near Erie, Pennsylvania. Brian Meszaros was a fixture on Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River, and Eric Grajewski has assumed that role.


 I combined my 30-plus years of personal Great Lakes experience along with information from a unique group of fly fishers to write my first book, Fly Fishing the Inland Oceans (2013). We have shown that most of the fish in the Great Lakes can be taken on a fly. The surface has barely been scratched here, and there is still much work to be done.


 Much of modern fly fishing as we know it has roots in the Midwest and Great Lakes regions. After early stages of development in the Catskills and Poconos, subsequent innovation and progress took place in the Midwest. Michigan has played a major role and is still a major contributor.


 Some of our most recognized and enduring fly patterns originated here, and a significant cottage industry of independent fly tiers supplying area shops still exists. Cane rod building is thriving, with numerous custom makers across the region. Fly fishing is alive and well.


 Trout populations are stable and steelhead are present in significant numbers in all five of the Great Lakes. Warmwater awareness continues to grow as more anglers focus on this resource. This region will continue to be a significant workshop for the development of new fly patterns and fishing techniques. The purpose of this book is to provide a look into the past, see what is happening now, and open a window to the future.


 A Special Note on Fly Patterns, Recipes, and Components


 Each of the following chapters presents a cross section of significant flies either from or for use in the Midwest and Great Lakes regions. The United States and Canada are both represented. There are contributions from both professional and hobby tiers. The fly pattern categories presented cover the full range of fly-fishing opportunities available. There are few places where such a broad range of waters and species is available to so many anglers.


 [image: Fly-tying thread has gotten more specialized through the years. New, stronger materials are available in a wide range of colors for all tying applications. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 Mention is made of both influential patterns and their creators in each chapter. Patterns little known outside the area are also listed. If I have missed a significant person or pattern, please accept my apologies. The more research that took place, the more patterns and tiers I uncovered. This could have continued endlessly, and there had to be a stopping point to stay within the parameters of this book.


 Please understand that many patterns have variations in their recipes. When a specific recipe was given by the tier, it was listed that way. If no recipe was received or not found, I interpreted the materials as accurately as possible—50-plus years of fly-tying experience supports this. For these I listed a usable hook, thread, or material and also substituted for an item that may no longer be available. Fly tying is a continuously evolving process, and new products come into use while others go away or may no longer be available. This is part of both the challenge and the fun.


 As you review the recipes as they are written, there are a few things to keep in mind. For consistency, the parts of the fly are listed in the sequence that they are typically tied in. The materials listed under a certain category for a pattern will also be listed in the sequence they would be secured. For example, if you see “Wing: Olive Arctic fox, pearl Flashabou, peacock herl,” it means the wing of the fly has olive Arctic fox tied in first, then pearl Flashabou over, with peacock herl on top.


 [image: The hook is the most significant component of most fly patterns. Selecting the proper hook is a primary step in fly construction. There are hooks for generalized use as well as for special applications. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]
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 Please note that this is not meant to be a beginner fly-tying manual. I assume that most readers will have at least rudimentary tying skills. With the sequence of materials as listed in the recipe and the photograph, most tiers should be able to interpret the fly assembly. Many of the notes will contain information on the fly construction. Some of this is from the pattern originator, and some is additional information from me to help in the construction. Certain critical techniques will be presented in detail.


 If you don’t have a particular material that a pattern calls for, fear not. There is likely an acceptable substitute in most cases. This may be a more critical factor with hook size and color in matching specific insects with dry flies, but do the best with what you have to work with. It seems that dry fly size is often more of a determining factor than color when it comes to success.


 At present there is no sizing standard between thread brands, and each has its own unique system. For most of our fly-tying history, thread selection was quite limited. A number of earlier patterns did not show a particular brand, but have a size such as 6/0 listed. This likely refers to Danville thread, which was the primary brand available for many years, so it is listed as such. Monocord is also a Danville product. An 8/0 listing is likely a Uni product, and so on. I have listed a single thread type for each pattern, but substitiution is certainly doable.


 There is now a host of tying threads on the market. Threads are found in very small diameters with amazing strength in a variety of colors. These make it easier for most tiers to work on hook sizes like #18 and smaller. Some of the recipes present the latest in threads.


 A similar scenario occurs with hooks. For many years Mustad was the primary hook brand available. Partridge and several other English hooks were available through some outlets, but difficult to locate. TMC and Daiichi fly hooks appeared around 30 years ago and have taken over as leading brands. More recently Gamakatsu, Ahrex, and several other brands have become available and are favored in several specialty applications.


 The hook is the “heart” of most patterns, and all assembly takes place around it. Older pattern recipes often listed hooks very generically, such as “standard dry fly” or “4xl streamer.” In these situations, I replaced it with a modern, readily available equivalent. The tier can certainly substitute a similar hook as desired.


 [image: The brown trout is the staple for dry fly anglers across the Midwest and Great Lakes. Whether on the famous AuSable in Michigan, the Driftless area of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa, or Ohio’s Mad River—the brown trout is the primary target. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 Dry Flies


 INTRODUCTION


 The dry fly has reached much of its present state of development through the efforts of Midwest and Great Lakes anglers and tiers. Many of the patterns, current material applications, and tying techniques had their origins in this region. Various early designs were generalists or attractors, but as knowledge of the entomology of the area grew, specific imitations began to appear.


 The mayfly rules across the region as the most recognized and imitated insect. They are abundant in all moving waters as well as many lakes. A full range of species has been presented, from the tiny Trico to the giant Hex. The primary mayfly species are shown in various stages of development. This allows many options to create flies for “selective trout.”


 The various tiers show different paths to reach similar conclusions. Pattern templates are presented where, by varying hook size and material coloration, a full range of mayfly species can be imitated. Jerry Reagan’s spinners, Ed McCoy’s duns, along with emergers tied by Charlie Chlysta and Dennis Potter, are great examples of this.


 [image: The Adams may be the most recognized dry fly worldwide. This pattern was developed for use on Michigan’s Boardman River. The original version (left) has a Catskill-design influence that has carried into the modern version (right). Few trout anglers will venture onstream without some version of the Adams in their fly box. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

    

 The Adams may be the most recognized dry fly worldwide. This pattern was developed for use on Michigan’s Boardman River. The original version (left) has a Catskill-design influence that has carried into the modern version (right). Few trout anglers will venture onstream without some version of the Adams in their fly box. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO


 


 Caddis and stoneflies are less represented. This is not to diminish their importance; they just do not share the same status as the mayfly across the region. Their application is often more localized. Terrestrials are an important category, first given recognition in this area. Night flies have turned into an art form all their own.


 Finally, I want to emphasize again that I have tried to give all pattern recipes in their original form with as much detail as possible. Some of the descriptions are quite generic, so it will be up to the tier to select a usable item. Hook, thread, and material substitutions can be made if a particular item is not available. Let logic rule here.


 

 Group 1: Adams Family


 


 It would be difficult to go fly fishing for trout anywhere in the world and open an angler’s fly box without finding some version of an Adams dry fly. Few flies have the universal acceptance by both anglers and trout of the Adams.


 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Halladay Adams, Standard Adams, Parachute Adams; Row 2: Half Adams, Flat Wing Adams, Adams Midge. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO.]
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 HALLADAY ADAMS


 


 Originated by Len Halladay, tied by Jerry Darkes


 ∎ Hook: #10-20 Mustad 94840


 ∎ Thread: Black 6 /0 Danville


 ∎ Tail: Golden pheasant tippets


 ∎ Body: Coarse gray wool yarn


 ∎ Wings: Barred Plymouth Rock rooster hackle tips, oversized, three-quarters spent


 ∎ Hackle: Barred Plymouth Rock and Rhode Island Red rooster hackle, oversized and full


 Notes: This is the original Adams pattern as tied by Len Halladay in 1922 for his friend Charles F. Adams. It was first used on the Boardman River near Traverse City, Michigan.


 

 STANDARD ADAMS


 


 Originator unknown, tied by Jerry Darkes


 ∎ Hook: #10-20 Daiichi 1180


 ∎ Thread: Black or gray 70-denier UTC


 ∎ Tail: Grizzly and brown hackle fibers, mixed


 ∎ Body: Muskrat underfur or gray dry fly dubbing


 ∎ Wings: Grizzly hackle tips, upright and divided


 ∎ Hackle: Grizzly and brown, mixed


 Notes: Perhaps the most recognized dry fly pattern worldwide, the modern Adams tempts trout everywhere they are found. It imitates nothing specific, but has a buggy look that can work during a hatch or just fishing the water.


 

 PARACHUTE ADAMS


 


 Originator unknown, tied by Jerry Darkes


 ∎ Hook: #10-20 Daiichi 1180


 ∎ Thread: Black or gray 70-denier UTC


 ∎ Tail: Grizzly and brown hackle fibers, mixed


 ∎ Body: Muskrat underfur or gray dry fly dubbing


 ∎ Wing: Single upright post of calf tail, Hi-Viz, or similar material in white, orange, or chartreuse


 ∎ Hackle: Grizzly and brown, mixed


 Notes: The parachute version of the Adams (and all dry flies) work best on smooth, flat water. Tiers will often substitute cree tail fibers and hackle in the modern version of the Adams in place of the mixed grizzly and brown. This simplifies the tying process and doesn’t seem to affect the productivity of the fly.


 

 HALF ADAMS


 


 Originated and tied by Jerry Darkes


 ∎ Hook: #10-20 Daiichi 1180


 ∎ Thread: Gray 70-denier UTC


 ∎ Tail: Variant hackle fibers


 ∎ Body: Muskrat underfur


 ∎ Wings: Mallard flank fibers, upright and divided


 ∎ Hackle: Variant


 Notes: Back in my early days of fly tying, there was not a consistent supply of good grizzly dry fly hackle and any that could be found was pricey. The same for grizzly hackle tips. There were capes found


 

 FLAT WING ADAMS


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ADAMS MIDGE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Group 2: Midwest Classics


 


 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Madsen’s Skunk Dry, Cabin Coachman, Corey’s Calftail, Borchers Drake Parachute, Roberts Yellow Drake; Row 2: Madsen’s Barber Pole, Hornberg, Hornberg Variation, Pass Lake Special, Hairwing No-Hackle; Row 3: Close Carpet Fly, Calf Hair Downwing; Row 4: Duck Quill No-Hackle (2 colors). JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 BORCHERS DRAKE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Borcher’s Drake. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 
   


 

 BORCHERS DRAKE PARACHUTE
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 MADSEN’S BARBER POLE
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 HAIRWING NO-HACKLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CLOSE CARPET FLY


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CALF HAIR DOWNWING


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DUCK QUILL NO-HACKLE (2 COLORS)


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 3: AuSable Specials


 


 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Dust Bunny, Awesome, Smock’s Sulphur, Rusty’s White Knot; Row 2: Rusty’s Spinner, Rusty’s Orange Sedge, Rusty’s SRB. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 RUSTY’S ORANGE SEDGE
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 Group 4: Hatch Matchers, Hendrickson


 


 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: The Hendrickson Usual, Hendrickson Cripple/Quigley-Style; Row 2: Female Hendrickson Comparadun, Male Hendrickson Comparadun; Row 3: Red Quill Stacker, Riverhouse Hendrickson Spinner. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 [image: Fly shop bins tell what insects are currently hatching. Looks like it’s Hendrickson time! JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 

 FEMALE HENDRICKSON COMPARADUN


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Hendrickson time! This well-stocked fly box shows a full lineup of Hendrickson dries in the middle-right rows. Emerger to spinner phases are all well covered, along with several other mayfly patterns. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 MALE HENDRICKSON COMPARADUN
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 Group 5: Hatch Matchers, Sulphur


 


 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Ted’s Sulphur CDC Emerger, Sulphur Usual Variant; Row 2: Sulphur Thorax; Row 3: Sulphur Hackled Comparadun; Row 4: Small Sulphur Spinner, Large Sulphur Spinner. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 TED’S SULPHUR CDC EMERGER
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 SULPHUR THORAX


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SULPHUR HACKLED COMPARADUN
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 LARGE SULPHUR SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Fishing a mayfly spinner fall is a popular activity for Midwest fly anglers. Most of this activity occurs in the evening and can last into darkness. Careful observation is required to match the insect correctly. JON RAY PHOTO]

   

 

 


  

 Group 6: Hatch Matchers, Mahogany and Isonychia


 


 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Mahogany Parachute, Real McCoy All-Purpose Mahogany Dun, Real McCoy All-Purpose Drake Spinner; Row 2: Mahogany Comparadun, McCoy’s Isonychia Spinner; Row 3: Tilt-Shoot Iso, Hi-Viz Iso Spinner; Row 4: McCoy’s Iso Paraspinner, McCoy’s Isonychia Dun, McCoy’s Stillborn Isonychia Emerger. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]
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 McCOY’S STILLBORN ISONYCHIA EMERGER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 7: Hatch Matchers, Brown Drake


 


 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Brown Drake Comparadun; Row 2: Bob’s Brown Drake Cripple, Bob’s Brown Drake Spinner; Row 3: Riverhouse Brown Drake Parachute, McCoy’s X-Factor Brown Drake Dun, Brown Drake Stacker. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 BROWN DRAKE COMPARADUN


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BOB’S BROWN DRAKE CRIPPLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Brown Drake mayflies bring large browns to feed on the surface. This hefty fish took a McCoy dun pattern. JON RAY PHOTO]

   

 

 


 
 

 BOB’S BROWN DRAKE SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RIVERHOUSE BROWN DRAKE PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 McCOY’S X-FACTOR BROWN DRAKE DUN


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BROWN DRAKE STACKER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Group 8: Hatch Matchers, Hex


 


 

 

 

 [image: Hexagenia duns molting into spinners. Both stages of this largest of mayflies are important to anglers. They are found in both coldwater and warmwater environments. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Troutsman Hex Dun, Troutsman Hex Spinner; Row 2: Fly Factory Hex, Super Hex Stacker; Row 3: Burck Spinner, McCoy’s X-Factor Hex Dun; Row 4: Bob’s Hex Spinner, Red Hex; Row 5: Numb Nuts Hex Emerger, Jo’s Hex. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 TROUTSMAN HEX DUN


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TROUTSMAN HEX SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FLY FACTORY HEX


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SUPER HEX STACKER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BURCK SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 McCOY’S X-FACTOR HEX DUN


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BOB’S HEX SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RED HEX


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NUMB NUTS HEX EMERGER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JO’S HEX


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 9: Hatch Matchers, Miscellaneous


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRAY PARADRAKE/PARADUN


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRAY DRAKE PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRAY DRAKE SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: There are several Siphnolurus mayfly species referred to as Gray Drakes. They are locally important on a number of Midwest waters. JON RAY PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Gray Paradrake/Paradun, Gray Drake Parachute, Gray Drake Spinner; Row 2: Ephron Parachute, Ephron Spinner; Row 3: Olive Thorax, Olive Parachute; Row 4: Trico Spinner, Opal Butt Trico Spinner. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 EPHRON PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EPHRON SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OLIVE THORAX


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OLIVE PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TRICO SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OPAL BUTT TRICO SPINNER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 10: Reagan Spinners


 


 

 

 

 [image: 1. Take a half dozen or so pheasant tail fibers and tie them in at the bend of the hook. The fibers should extend back one to one-and-a-half times the length of the hook shank. Wrap over the butt ends of the fibers forward to halfway up the shank, and trim any remaining fiber ends. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 2. Cut a bunch of natural deer body hair about the diameter of a pencil at the hide. The hair should be longer than the shank of the hook. Clean out any short hair or fuzz, then even the ends of the hair (use a hair tamper or do it by hand). Measure a point on the deer hair where the ends will be just past the bend of the hook. Tie in the hair a bit in front of the midpoint on the hook shank. Wrap the thread back to the bend in spaced-out, even wraps, then wrap forward so that there is a series of X-wraps over the deer hair to form the body. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 3. Pull the butt ends of the deer hair straight up and wrap the thread in front of the hair so that it stands up at 90 degrees. Then wrap thread around the base of the hair just above the body to form the parachute post for the hackle. Make the post wraps up a bit above the body. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 4. Select two brown dry fly hackles with fibers about twice the gap of the hook in length. Prep them and tie them down in front of the parachute post and extending to the rear of the fly, with the shiny side of the hackles up. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 5. Select two hen hackles and even up the tips. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 6. Separate out fibers on the hen hackles to a point about the length of the hook shank. Tie in the two feathers together in front of the parachute post, shiny side up. Note: On larger-size patterns (#6, #8), keep the wings shorter than the hook shank to minimize spinning when casting and twisting up the tippet. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 7. Trim off the butt ends of the hen hackles. Separate the hackles to form wings on each side of the shank. Use a series of X-wraps to set the wings. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 8. Wrap both hackles at the same time around the deer hair post. Start at the highest thread wraps on the post and then wrap the hackles down toward the body. Each wrap should be below the previous. Four to six wraps of hackle should be used. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 9. Tie off the hackle and trim the excess. Form the head of the fly, then whip finish and trim the thread. Trim the parachute post just above the hackle so that it flares out slightly. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: 10. Bottom view. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Bat Fly, Sulphur/Pale Evening Dun Spinner; Row 2: Brown Drake Spinner, Hex Spinner; Row 3: Rusty Spinner (Isonychia), Female Hendrickson Spinner; Row 4: Gray Drake Spinner. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 BAT FLY


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SULPHUR/PALE EVENING DUN SPINNER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 BROWN DRAKE SPINNER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 HEX SPINNER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RUSTY SPINNER (ISONYCHIA)



 




 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Jerry Reagan sets the wings on a Hex spinner pattern. The unique hackling style allows his patterns to present a great silhouette on the water and still have hackle support. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 FEMALE HENDRICKSON SPINNER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRAY DRAKE SPINNER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 11: Packing Foam Emergers


 


 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: PFE Isonychia, PFE Male Hendrickson; Row 2: PFE Sulphur Emerger; Row 3: PFE Female Hendrickson, PFE Brown Drake. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: When there is an abundance of insects, trout can become super-selective feeders. Being able to properly imitate various emergence stages can often be a key to success. This series of patterns has been effective on selective-feeding browns. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 PFE ISONYCHIA


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PFE MALE HENDRICKSON


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PFE SULPHUR EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PFE FEMALE HENDRICKSON


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PFE BROWN DRAKE


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 12: Rivergod Emergers


 


 

 

 

 SLATE WING OLIVE EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 HENDRICKSON EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 SULPHUR EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 ISONYCHIA EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BROWN DRAKE EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BROWN DRAKE EMERGER VARIANT


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Slate Wing Olive Emerger, Hendrickson Emerger, Sulphur Emerger; Row 2: Isonychia Emerger; Row 3: Brown Drake Emerger, Brown Drake Emerger Variant. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


  

 Group 13: Assorted Caddis and Stoneflies


 


 

 

 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Little Black Caddis, Grannom Caddis, Butch Caddis (2 colors); Row 2: Updowner Caddis Emerger (Grannom), Updowner Caddis Parachute (Grannom), Gray Stone; Row 3: Lawson Spent Caddis, Little Black Stone Parachute; Row 4: Yellow Stone, Slow Water Sally, McCoy’s Ultimate Stimulator. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 LITTLE BLACK CADDIS


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LITTLE BLACK CADDIS EMERGER


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Little Black Caddis Emerger. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

  

 

 


 

 GRANNOM CADDIS


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BUTCH CADDIS


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BUTCH CADDIS #2


 

 


 

 UPDOWNER CADDIS EMERGER (GRANNOM)


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 UPDOWNER CADDIS PARACHUTE (GRANNOM)


 


 

 

 

 GRAY STONE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LAWSON SPENT CADDIS


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LITTLE BLACK STONE PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 YELLOW STONE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SLOW WATER SALLY


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 McCOY’S ULTIMATE STIMULATOR


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 14: Assorted Insects


 


 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Furled CDC Cranefly, Driftless Cranefly, Cosmic Cranefly; Row 2: Griffith’s Gnat, Indicator Gnat, Emerger Gnat; Row 3: JR Damsel (2 colors); Row 4: Adult Damsel. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 FURLED CDC CRANEFLY


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DRIFTLESS CRANEFLY


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 COSMIC CRANEFLY


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GRIFFITH’S GNAT


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 INDICATOR GNAT


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EMERGER GNAT


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JR DAMSEL (2 COLORS)


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ADULT DAMSEL


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 15: Terrestrials


 


 

 

 JOE’S HOPPER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ZUDDY’S DARTH HOPPER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FIRETIGER HOPPER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SANDWICH HOPPER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHUBBY CHERNOBYL HOPPER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Joe’s Hopper, Zuddy’s Darth Hopper, Firetiger Hopper; Row 2: Sandwich Hopper, Chubby Chernobyl Hopper, Crowe Beetle; Row 3: Fathead Beetle, Wiggle Float Beetle, Sandwich Beetle; Row 4: SOB (Son of Beetle), Loco Beetle, Flying Carpenter Ant; Row 5: Cinnamon Flying Ant Parachute, Indicator Ant, Sandwich Cricket; Row 6: Glenn River Cricket, Glenn River Lady Bug (2 colors). JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 [image: The evolution of pattern design. Here is a look at one of the original terrestrials, Joe’s Hopper, contrasted with the author’s Sandwich Hopper. Advances in materials have allowed many patterns to go through various development stages. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 CROWE BEETLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FATHEAD BEETLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WIGGLE FLOAT BEETLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SANDWICH BEETLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: From midsummer on, terrestrial patterns become important. Both trout and warmwater species will feed actively on land-based insects that fall, jump, or get blown into the water. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 SOB (SON OF BEETLE)


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LOCO BEETLE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FLYING CARPENTER ANT


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CINNAMON FLYING ANT PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 INDICATOR ANT


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SANDWICH CRICKET


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GLENN RIVER CRICKET


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GLENN RIVER LADY BUG (2 COLORS)


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Group 16: Attractors


 


 

 

 PATRIOT PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BURNT WULFF


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SUGAR CREEK SPECIAL, REGULAR AND PARACHUTE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NORTH BRANCH DRAKE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Patriot Parachute, Burnt Wulff; Row 2: Sugar Creek Special, Regular and Parachute; Row 3: North Branch Drake. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


  

 Group 17: Night Flies


 


 

 

 

 

 GARTSIDE GURGLER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: The Gartside Gurgler. JERRY DARKES PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 

 MONGOOSE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WHITE-BELLIED MOUSE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 [image: (Left to right) Row 1: Mongoose, White-Bellied Mouse; Row 2: Gurgling Mouse, Midnight Creeper; Row 3: Moorish Mouse, Gator Bait. JIMMY CHANG PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 

 GURGLING MOUSE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MIDNIGHT CREEPER


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MORRISH MOUSE


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Michigan angler Phil Cook with a big nighttime brown trout taken while mousin’. Night fishing has become a favored activity across the Midwest and beyond to target the largest brown trout in a system. It has also proven effective for both largemouth and smallmouth bass. PHIL COOK PHOTO]

   

 

 


 

 GATOR BAIT


 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
     


 About the Author


 


 Based in northern Ohio, Jerry Darkes has over five decades of fly-fishing experience in both fresh and salt water. He is recognized as an expert on fly fishing the waters of the Great Lakes and has extensive experience on the inland waters of the Midwest. He has been featured in books, radio, and television shows promoting fly fishing in the area. Darkes has two books to his credit: Fly Fishing the Inland Oceans and Fly Tyer’s Guide to Essential Flies for Bass and Panfish, plus numerous magazine articles.
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who created It in 1936 while fishing the
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