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Matthew 16 vs 13 to 20:

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"

They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

Introduction

What do you think of when you think about rock? 

I suppose really you don’t think about rock very much!

Unless you’re a geologist or someone that studies that sort of thing. 

I suppose most people think of a rock as something dead, something inanimate. Something that doesn’t change except after the passage of a great deal of time. 

But rock in this reading relates to the living and is all about solidity, strength, support, foundation. Jesus could very well have said, “Upon this rock I will found My Church”

As we look at these and other verses, we will see that:

	Peter is the rock


	Jesus is the Rock

	The revelation is the rock

	The words of Jesus are the rock

	The gates of Hades or hell will not stand against it.
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1) Peter is the rock – Jesus points to Peter

The Greek word used by Jesus for Peter is Petros. 

Petros means a single or moveable rock. In this sense Peter is one of many rocks or stones used to build the Church.

Nevertheless, Peter is one of the founding Apostles. His preaching on the day of Pentecost was used by Jesus to convert some 3000 people. Jesus builds the initial church on the foundation of Peter’s faith in Him.

Even so, Peter was not perfect was he? And Jesus knew in advance that Peter would oppose Him and that Peter would deny Him three times. 

Instead of “failure”, Jesus calls him rock. Isn’t that comforting? Despite his denial, Jesus still chose him to found the early church. 

God, speaking through Paul, says "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

2 Corinthians 12 vs 9. 

The accounts of Paul's service for the Lord have not been glossed up. There were many times when he knew weakness. When he was Saul, he was a persecutor of the Church and a failure in that respect. So both Peter and Paul were failures without Jesus. Are you feeling weak or imperfect? You’re in good company. Be encouraged. Jesus says “ I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” (in John 15 vs 8). These words apply to you, be encouraged!

Jesus said the poor in spirit would be blessed. Surely, we realise we are poor in spirit just before we are converted. We realise our need of God and His grace. And, as Christians, when we are poor in spirit it’s then that we rely on God’s grace and He can use us for the furtherance of His Kingdom. Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

God wants you to have a peace that passes all understanding. That is, a peace that is beyond circumstances, independent of circumstances, that doesn’t make sense in the circumstances. Receive that peace from Him now.

Praise you Jesus, that you choose and use people just like us!


2) Jesus is the Rock – Jesus points to Himself.

If we go back to the original Greek the founding rock of the Church is most clearly Jesus. In Matt 16:18 Jesus says to Simon ... "you are Petros (which means a moveable stone, a small, fragmentary rock) and upon this Petra (which means a large unmoveable rock, a metaphor of a man like a rock, by reason of his firmness and strength of soul) I will build my Ekklesia" (Assembly). The word Petros actually refers to ekklesia. The meaning is that Petros or Peter is just one stone in an assembly of stones. The assembly is built on the immoveable Rock, Petra, that is Jesus. He is the rock of our salvation! He is our sword and shield. Bless Him!

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness

On Christ the solid rock I stand

All other ground is sinking sand.

In the Old Testament it's hard some times to distinguish between the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Isaiah 51:1-2 says:

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness

and who seek the Lord:

Look to the rock from which you were cut

and to the quarry from which you were hewn;

look to Abraham, your father,

and to Sarah, who gave you birth.

When I called him he was only one man,

and I blessed him and made him many.

1 Corinthians 10 vs 1 to 5 shows us that Jesus was active in the Old Testament as well as the New.

1CO 10:1 to 5 says: For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 

Certainly, the following Old Testament verses can be applied to the Son, Our Saviour:

Genesis 49 vs 24 says “But his (Joseph's) bow remained steady,

his strong arms stayed limber,

because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob,

because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,

In Deuteronomy 32 vs 3 and 4 we read:

I will proclaim the name of the LORD.

Oh, praise the greatness of



























3) The revelation is the rock – Jesus points to the revelation to Peter by the Father.
















4) The words of Jesus are the rock – Jesus points to His teaching.

































5) The gates of Hades or hell will not stand against it.
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