
  

  



  Chapter 1

  A Very Powerful Piece: The Octopus


  A knight in the heart of the enemy’s position, aiming at both the kingside and the queenside, paralysing the opponent’s pieces. Sounds good, doesn’t it? Such a knight is sometimes referred to as an octopus, comparing its eight legs to the eight squares that the mighty knight controls.


  Chess history has seen some famous examples of superb knights on d3 or d6. Think for instance of Robert Byrne-Fischer, USA-ch 1963, or Kasparov’s impressive victory over Karpov in the 16th game of the World Championship match in 1985. These games can be found annotated in several sources; here we will look into some more recent examples, and consider a few different aspects of the theme.


  Exchanging the Relevant Bishop


  First of all let us see how White may create a home for the octopus:


  Hrant Melkumyan


  Evgeny Postny


  Sarajevo 2012


  1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 e6 5.Bxc4 a6 6.Bb3 b5 7.a4 b4 8.0-0 Bb7 9.Nbd2 c5 10.e4 Nc6 11.e5 Nd5 12.dxc5 Bxc5 13.Ne4 Be7


  [image: image]


  14.Bg5!


  Exchanging the natural protector of the square d6. Now the knight can proceed to d6, without fear of being traded off right away.


  14...0-0 15.Nd6 Rb8


  15...Bxg5 16.Nxb7 Qe7 17.Bxd5 exd5 18.Qxd5 just loses a pawn.


  16.Bxd5 exd5 17.Bxe7 Nxe7


  [image: image]


  Talk about the relative value of a piece: here the knight on d6 is of course worth much more than the traditional three points. The black pieces are severely restricted in their activity and White controls much more space, all largely because of this one eight-footed animal.


  18.Qd3


  White goes for the kingside. An alternative is 18.Nd4 Nc8 19.Nxb7! Rxb7 20.a5. This may surprise you: White just gives up the octopus for the bad bishop. But what really matters is the material that remains on the board. White has only transformed the character of his advantage. The most famous similar example of this phenomenon is probably Fischer’s 22.Nxd7 in Fischer-Petrosian, 7th match game, 1971.


  18...Qd7 19.Ng5


  19.Nd4 was still possible.


  19...Ng6 20.f4?!


  A better idea to fortify the outpost on d6 is 20.Qg3 and if 20...f6 then 21.e6; thus also avoiding the complications after 20.Ndxf7 Qg4.


  20...f6


  Now Black is trying to undermine the support of the strong knight.


  [image: image]


  21.Nxb7?


  Where White seemed to have a solid positional advantage it now seems that he had no choice but to continue in a sharp and concrete manner: 21.Nxh7 Kxh7 22.Rf3, when Black has to resort to 22...Rh8 (22...f5 23.Rh3+ Kg8 24.Qf3 Rf6 25.Nxb7 Re6).


  21...fxg5 22.Nc5 Qc6 23.Nxa6


  White has gone terribly wrong: remember the once proud position of this knight on d6!


  23...Ra8


  Winning a piece and eventually the game.


  24.Nxb4 Qc5+ 25.Kh1 Qxb4 26.Qxd5+ Kh8 27.fxg5 Qxa4


  and Black subsequently won.


  Johnny Hector


  Jens-Ove Fries Nielsen


  Ballerup 2012


  Here is another recent example where White exchanges the dark-squared bishops to enable the knight to become an octopus. This time the game proceeds smoothly afterwards.


  1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.d4 Bg4 5.Be2 e6 6.0-0 Be7 7.h3 Bh5 8.c4 Qd8 9.Qb3 Qc8 10.Nc3 0-0 11.Bf4 Nbd7 12.Rfe1 Bd6 13.Ne5 Bxe2 14.Rxe2 Nh5 15.Bd2 c6


  Ah! It’s logical that Black wants to make room for his queen. But now White can try to establish a strong hold on d6.


  16.Ne4 Be7


  [image: image]


  17.Bb4!


  Here we go!


  17...Bxb4 18.Qxb4 Nhf6 19.Nd6


  And here it is: our octopus! White is clearly better.


  19...Qc7 20.Rd1 a5 21.Qa3 Nb6 22.Rd3


  The difficult 22.Rde1 was probably better, intending to take on f7 after 22...Nc8.


  22...Nc8


  Logical play against this awesome outpost.


  23.c5 Nd5 24.Rb3 Ra7 25.Rg3 Nce7


  Eliminating the knight by taking at d6 (though at the cost of a potentially dangerous passed d-pawn) here or on a previous move would have been more consistent. Now Black goes down due to a chronic lack of space. Look at the difference in activity between the white and black rooks.


  26.Qf3 Ng6 27.h4! Raa8


  27...Nxh4 28.Qg4 Ng6 29.Nxg6 hxg6 30.Rh3.


  28.h5 Nxe5 29.Rxe5 Qe7 30.Reg5 g6 31.hxg6 fxg6 32.Rxg6+ hxg6 33.Rxg6+ Kh7 34.Qh5+ 1-0


  Nafisa Muminova


  Pham Bich Ngoc


  Ho Chi Minh City 2012


  [image: image]


  Yet another example where White plays c4-c5, leaving the strong square d5 to her opponent’s knight, but conquering the even stronger outpost on d6 for her own knight.


  18.c5 Bxe5


  18...Bc7 19.Nxf7 Bxg3 (19...Kxf7 20.Qxe6+ Kf8 (20...Kg6 21.Re4 h6 22.Qf5+ Kf7 23.Nh5 with moves like d4-d5 and Re4-g4 coming up) 21.Qe7+ Kg8 22.Nf5 Ne8 23.d5) 20.hxg3 Kxf7 21.Qxe6+ Kf8 (21...Kg6 22.g4) 22.Qd6+ Kg8 23.Re7 threatening d4-d5.


  19.dxe5 Nd5 20.Ne4 Rf8 21.Bd4 Qc7 22.Nd6


  Our beloved octopus, strongly supported by pawns on both c5 and e5. White still has to break through somewhere in this closed position (there are no other open lines besides the d-file) but Black is clearly lacking space. White won after some further adventures.


  Transposing into an Endgame


  Andjelija Stojanovic


  Dusan Colovic


  Kragujevac 2012


  1.c4 d6 2.Nc3 e5 3.g3 f5 4.Bg2 Nf6 5.d3 Be7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.0-0 Qe8 8.c5 Kh8 9.cxd6 Bxd6 10.Qa4 c6 11.Qh4 Nbd7 12.e4 Nc5 13.exf5 Bxf5 14.d4 exd4 15.Qxd4 Rd8 16.Bg5 Nd3


  [image: image]


  17.Qe3 Bc5


  17...Ng4 18.Qe2 (or 18.Qxe8 Rdxe8) 18...Qxe2 19.Nxe2 Rde8 seems a better try.


  18.Qxe8 Rdxe8


  Here we see an octopus in an endgame (or rather, a queenless middlegame). Pawn b2 is attacked, f2 is under fire, the open d-file is blocked, the octopus is supported by the Bf5, the e-file is inaccessible for the white rooks. Yet the opponent no longer has to deal with a passive queen like in the previous example. Another important difference is that White does not suffer so greatly from a spatial disadvantage.


  19.Na4


  [image: image]


  19...Bxf2+


  Black is going to give up his pride and joy for a higher good, but he could also have tried to maintain the tension, and also his octopus, with 19...Be7. Still, I guess many of us would also be attracted to the ‘more active’ text move.


  20.Rxf2 Nxf2 21.Kxf2 Ne4+ 22.Kg1 Bg4?!


  This is too much. The straightforward 22...Nxg5 23.Nxg5 Re2, although materially unbalanced, leads to an about equal position.


  23.Bf4 Bxf3 24.Bxf3 g5 25.Bxe4 Rxe4?


  25...gxf4 would simply save the pawn.


  26.Nc3 Re6 27.Bxg5


  Now White must be better, though he still went on to lose.


  A Regular Stronghold


  Nicolai Pedersen


  Hans Tikkanen


  Ballerup 2012


  [image: image]


  In a practical endgame with less pieces, our octopus becomes more of a regular stronghold, simply because it can no longer limit the activity of so many pieces. Still, of course it can be a very strong outpost.


  23...Rxd1+!


  Effectively gaining the open b-file, as the d-file will soon be blocked.


  24.Rxd1 e5 25.Ne1 e4!


  Regaining control of square d3, the home of our octopus.


  26.Nc2


  Understandably White does not want to wait passively and decides to activate his knight.


  26...Nd3


  And of course Black jumps at the opportunity. Here our octopus is blocking the d-file.


  27.Nd4 Ne5


  The direct 27...Rb2 28.Nxc6 Nxf2 is also plausible, for instance 29.Rd8+ Kg7 30.Nxa7 Ng4 and Black has a winning position.


  28.Nb3 Rb4 29.c5 Ra4 30.Nc1


  Now Black is clearly better and eventually he went on to win.


  The octopus Arising from the Opening


  Harmen Jonkman


  Francisco Palacios Llera


  Internet 2002 (rapid)


  1.e4 c5


  Several opening lines are likely to produce an octopus, for instance these two: 1...e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 5.Bd2 Ne7 6.Nb5 Bxd2+ 7.Qxd2 0-0 8.f4 a6 9.Nd6; or...


  1...e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0-0 9.h3 Bb7 10.d4 Re8 11.Nbd2 Bf8 12.a4 h6 13.Bc2 exd4 14.cxd4 Nb4 15.Bb1 c5 16.d5 Nd7 17.Ra3 c4.


  The following Alapin Sicilian branch presents a third example.


  2.c3 d5 3.exd5 Qxd5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 Bg4 6.dxc5 Qxd1+ 7.Kxd1 e5 8.b4 e4 9.h3 Bh5 10.g4 Nxg4 11.hxg4 Bxg4 12.Nd2 Nc6 13.Bh3 Bxh3 14.Rxh3 exf3 15.Nxf3


  [image: image]


  Here too the outlines are clear: a strong square on d6, while the supporting pawn on c5 is already there (the Botvinnik Slav features a similar structure with colours reversed; it will not surprise you that sometimes a knight pops up on d3 there). The simplified plan for White is: exchange the dark-squared bishops (familiar idea, isn’t it?) and then just direct the knight to d6.


  15...Be7 16.Kc2 Bf6 17.a3 0-0 18.Be3 Rad8 19.Rah1 h6 20.Rg1 Kh7 21.Bg5! Bxg5 22.Nxg5+ Kg8 23.Ne4 Kh7 24.Nd6


  [image: image]


  Mission accomplished: b7 is under attack, the black rooks are dominated.


  24...Rd7 25.f4 f5 26.Rd3 g6 27.Re1 Rg7 28.Re6 a6 29.Nxb7 Nxb4+ 30.axb4 Rxb7 31.Rdd6 Rg7 32.Rxa6 h5 33.b5 Rc8 34.c6 h4 35.b6 h3 36.c7 h2 37.Ra1 Ra8 38.Rh1 Rf8 39.Rxh2+ Kg8 40.Rc6 Rh7 41.Rxh7 1-0


  Sopio Gvetadze


  Nino Batsiashvili


  Anaklia 2012


  Let us conclude with a quick success for the octopus in a recent Georgian women’s championship.


  1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.Be3 c6 5.Qd2 Nd7 6.Nf3 b5 7.a4 b4 8.Nd1 Rb8 9.Bd3 Qc7 10.0-0 Ngf6 11.Bh6 0-0 12.Bxg7 Kxg7


  This exchange doesn’t make you think of a future octopus yet.


  13.c3 c5 14.Ne3 e6


  But now you should get some idea. With this move Black loses control of square d6.


  15.Rfe1 Bb7


  [image: image]


  16.e5!? dxe5 17.dxe5 Ng8


  The surprising 17...Nh5 seems stronger. If White continues in the same fashion as in the game, Black is OK after 18.Nc4 Bxf3 19.gxf3 f6!?, opening up the f-file and undermining the support for a possible octopus on d6.


  18.Nc4 Bxf3 19.gxf3 Nb6 20.Nd6 bxc3 21.bxc3 Rbd8


  Trying to exchange the octopus with 21...Nc8 runs into 22.Bb5, after which 22...Nxd6 23.exd6 will yield White a passed pawn (just like in Hector-Fries Nielsen).


  22.Rab1 Qe7 23.a5 Nc8 24.Rb7


  Rd7 25.Rxd7 Qxd7


  [image: image]


  26.Bxg6


  A cunning move, but his may be a miscalculation. 26.Bb5 seems to be the natural move, and stronger.


  26...Nxd6


  26...Kxg6 seems scary but possible, as after 27.Qd3+ (or 27.Kh1 h6 28.Rg1+ Kh7 29.Rg7+ Kxg7 30.Nf5+ exf5 31.Qxd7 Nge7) 27...f5 28.exf6+ Kxf6 29.Ne4+ Black just saves herself with 29...Ke7.


  27.Bc2


  Now everything is back to normal and White is winning.


  27...Qc6 28.exd6 Rd8? 29.Qg5+ 1-0


  
    Summary


    So now you know an octopus when you see one! There are various typical means to create an octopus: exchanging the opponent’s bishop which covers the octopus’s entrance square, or taking care of the necessary pawn support. When the octopus has been put in position and it is dominating the opponent’s pieces – especially the rooks –, it will be of magnificent value. With less pieces on the board, the octopus is still a strong piece, but its influence is likely to be much less.

  


  

  



  Chapter 2

  A Killer Knight


  A knight on f5 (or f4) versus a castled king often exerts tremendous pressure. Generally such a knight must be challenged right away, before it will create strong threats with the support of other pieces. Let’s investigate the power of yet another fearsome knight.


  En Route to the Stronghold


  Robert Kempinski


  Dimitar Dochev


  Achaea 2012


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.g3 Bg7 4.Bg2 0-0 5.Nc3 d6 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.0-0 a6 8.Bf4 Rb8 9.Rc1 Nh5 10.Bg5 h6 11.Be3 f5 12.Qd2 g5 13.d5 f4 14.dxc6 fxe3 15.fxe3 e5 16.cxb7 Bxb7 17.Qc2 Nf6 18.Nd2 Bxg2 19.Kxg2 Ng4 20.Rxf8+ Qxf8 21.Nd1 Qe8 22.h3 Nf6 23.Nc3 Qc6+


  [image: image]


  24.e4!


  Of course 24.Nce4 would be a good alternative – the knight looks supreme on e4. But now White is heading with a knight for the even stronger square f5.


  24...g4 25.h4 Qb6 26.b3


  White solidly prepares Qd3 and Nf1-e3.


  26...c6


  Black would like to liven up his bad bishop with 26...h5, in tend ing ...Bh6, and try ing to pre vent Ne3 as well. But after 27.Nd5 Nxd5 28.exd5 White’s extra doubled pawn has sprung to life. The text move of course prevents Nd5, but creates a new target on d6.


  27.Qd3 Qd4 28.Nf1 h5 29.Rd1 Nd7 30.Qc2 Qc5 31.Na4 Qa7


  [image: image]


  32.Qd3


  32.Rxd6 is also winning, but White consistently goes about bringing his knight to f5, after which the blackking is likely to succumb very quickly. In the meantime, the pawn on d6 will not run away.


  32...Rf8 33.Ne3 Nf6 34.Nc3 Rd8 35.Nf5


  Truly, a square with a view!


  35...Qc5 36.Qd2


  After this creepy backward move the queen will join the knight and thus decide the game.


  36...Bf8 37.Qg5+ Kf7 38.Rf1 Ke6 39.Ng7+ 1-0


  Alexandre Dgebuadze


  Ludwig Stahnecker


  Schwäbisch Gmünd 2012


  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d3 Be7 5.0-0 0-0 6.Re1 d6 7.c3 Na5 8.Bb5 a6 9.Ba4 b5 10.Bc2 c5 11.Nbd2 Nc6 12.Nf1 Re8 13.a4 Bb7?!


  A seemingly normal developing move. However, the loss of control over square f5 is a big drawback.


  14.Ng3


  Also a normal developing move, heading for... f5!


  14...Qc7 15.Nf5


  [image: image]


  The knight has reached its superior position. Now White is going to call in the rest of his troops.


  15...Bf8 16.Bg5 Nd7 17.Nd2 h6 18.Be3 Kh7


  Black really cannot afford to leave the knight on f5 unchallenged for so long. 18...Ne7 was called for.


  19.Qf3 Ne7?


  Too late. Now this is plainly bad.


  20.Bb3!


  In this kind of Ruy Lopez position this can be a very strong diagonal for the bishop, certainly together with the knight on f5. Here this move even goes with tempo as the f7-pawn is attacked due to Black’s unlucky 18th move.


  20...g6 21.Nxh6!


  Crushing.


  21...Bxh6 22.Qxf7+ Bg7


  [image: image]


  23.Bh6


  Very nice!


  23...Kxh6 24.Re3 Nf6 25.Rh3+ Nh5 26.g4


  Threatening 27.Rxh5 gxh5 28.Qxh5 mate.


  26...Bh8 27.Nf3 0-1


  White threatens 28.g5 mate. Only the rook on a1 did not participate in the attack!


  Rout Padmini


  Alonso Zapata


  Philadelphia 2012


  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Bd3 Nf6 6.0-0 Qc7 7.Qe2 d6 8.Kh1 g6 9.c4 Bg7 10.Nc3 0-0 11.Be3 Nbd7 12.f4 Re8 13.Rac1 b6 14.b4 Bb7 15.Nb3 Rac8 16.a3 Qb8 17.Bd4 e5 18.fxe5 Nxe5 19.Bb1 Nfd7 20.Nd5 Nxc4 21.Bxg7 Bxd5 22.Bh6 f6 23.Nd4 Qb7 24.Qa2Bf7 25.Qf2 b5 26.Qg3 d5 27.exd5 Qxd5 28.Nf5


  [image: image]


  Here the knight has no support from a pawn on e4, but the square itself remains strong enough. White is a pawn down but he exerts unpleasant pressure against Black’s weakened kingside.


  28...Re5


  It is difficult to find a concrete plan for Black. His queen is a bit exposed in the centre and can now find a shelter behind the rook on the e-file.


  29.Rcd1 Qe6 30.Nd4


  A temporary retreat to prepare Bf4.


  30...Qb6 31.Bf4 Ree8


  31...Rd5!? 32.Nf5 Rxd1 33.Rxd1 Qe6 and the exchange of one rook seems an improvement on the game.


  32.Nf5


  Now Black has a difficult time to keep his pieces together, with the d7-knight hanging and moves like Nh6+ in the air.


  32...Nde5 33.Bxe5 Rxe5?


  Black falters. Necessary was 33...Nxe5, but 34.Nd6 was understandably not to Black’s liking: he is only fighting for a draw.


  34.Nh6+ Kg7 35.Rd7?


  Missing his chance. Concrete chess (’forcing moves’) was called for: 35.Nxf7! Kxf7 36.Rd7+ Re7 37.Qh3 and White is winning.


  35...Rc7 36.Nf5+ Kf8 37.Rd8+ Re8 38.Rxe8+ Bxe8 39.Nd4 Re7 40.Qh4 Kg7


  And White no longer has sufficient compensation for the pawn. He lost quickly.


  The Half Open File


  Marek Hawelko


  Artur Jussupow


  Dubai 1986


  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.c3 Nf6 5.d3 d6 6.0-0 0-0 7.Re1 a6 8.Bb3 Ba7 9.h3 h6 10.Nbd2


  [image: image]


  10...Nh5!


  A well-known temporary leap to the edge, aimed straight at the goal: square f4. Several other openings, for instance some lines of the King’s Indian, are also likely to give rise to this mirrored version of the white knight’s leap to f5.


  11.Nf1 Qf6 12.Be3 Be6


  Earlier that year Jussupow had tried the immediate 12...Nf4 against Karpov. That game continued 13.Bxa7 Rxa7 14.Ne3 Ne7 15.Kh2 Ra8 16.Rf1.


  13.Bxe6 fxe6 14.Bxa7 Rxa7 15.Ne3 Raa8 16.a4 Nf4 17.Kh2 Rad8


  Now almost the same position has arisen as in the game against Karpov, the only difference being Rad8 instead of Ne7. As a result Black is one move quicker to act in the centre and thus support the knight on f4.


  18.Rf1


  Karpov’s plan to drive the knight away from the outpost on the half-open file with 18.Ng1 d5 19.g3 can now be met with 19...Ng6, threatening both e4 and f2.


  18...d5 19.exd5 exd5


  [image: image]


  Black is better: he has created a strong pawn centre, while annoyingly for White his knight is still on f4. Although the final result is still far from clear, Jussupow managed to win this game.


  Sacrificing on h3


  Benjamin Coraretti


  Larry Kaufman


  Philadelphia 2012


  In the previous game we saw the defensive side’s plan for driving the knight away: with h2-h3 played, White can try to accomplish g2-g3, driving the knight back without being bothered by ...Nh3+. He prepared this with Kh2, while in similar situations Bf1 is also seen; for instance, the mirrored version with ...Bf8 regularly occurs in the Ruy Lopez. Nevertheless this plan has a drawback: sometimes it allows a promising piece sacrifice on h3.


  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.c3 Nf6 5.d3 0-0 6.0-0 d6 7.Nbd2 a6 8.h3 Ba7 9.Bb3 Ne7 10.Re1 Ng6 11.Nf1


  [image: image]


  11...Nh5


  The same opening and a familiar idea; going straight for the goal.


  12.d4


  Compared to the previous game White is quicker to act in the centre. But Black continues his plan undisturbed.


  12...Nhf4 13.Bxf4 Nxf4 14.dxe5 Bxh3!


  Consistent, of course. It may not surprise you that this had all been seen before.


  15.gxh3 Nxh3+ 16.Kg2 Nxf2


  [image: image]


  17.Qd2


  17.Qd5!? was played in Waitzkin-Acs, Budapest 1996. After 17...Qc8 18.e6 Kh8 19.Ng5 White went on to win. Perhaps Kaufman had something up his sleeve?


  17...Qc8 18.Nd4?!


  White is not up to the complications and loses his way.


  18...Qg4+ 19.Kxf2 dxe5 20.Ne3 Qh4+ 21.Kg1 exd4 22.cxd4 Qxe4 23.Bc2?!


  The exchange of queens wasn’t worth shedding another pawn.


  23...Qxd4 24.Qxd4 Bxd4 25.Kg2 Rad8 26.Rad1 Bxb2 27.Nd5 g6 28.Nxc7 Rxd1 29.Rxd1 Rc8 30.Rb1 Be5 31.Rxb7 Rxc7 32.Rb8+ Kg7 33.Bb3 Rc2+ 34.Bxc2 Bxb8 0-1


  A Standard Dutch Sacrifice


  Jeroen Piket


  Mikhail Gurevich


  Lucerne 1989


  1.d4 f5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.c4 g6 4.g3 Bg7 5.Bg2 0-0 6.0-0 d6 7.Nc3 Nc6 8.d5 Na5 9.Qc2 c5 10.Nd2 e5 11.dxe6 Bxe6 12.Rd1 Qe7 13.b3 Nc6 14.Bb2 Nd4 15.Qd3


  [image: image]


  15...f4!


  Pretty unsuspected. The knight usually appears on f4 when the e-pawn has disappeared or has advanced at least two squares. In both cases it is no longer able to control square f4 (f5). Here the e-pawn is still on e2, but this will change after the next two moves!


  16.gxf4


  Taking up the challenge.


  16...Bf5! 17.e4


  The only alternative seems to be 17.Qe3, but probably 17...Qxe3 18.fxe3 Nc2 did not appeal to White; if 17.Qg3 Nh5 18.Qg5 Bf6 19.Qh6 Nxe2+.


  17...Be6


  [image: image]


  Now, with the white g-pawn gone, f4 has become an extremely strong square for the knight. The fact that there is an extra white pawn there for the moment is absolutely irrelevant. You can find many similar pawn sacrifices in the Leningrad Dutch, where after ...f5-f4, g3xf4 is answered with ...Nf6-h5!. Look for instance at Malaniuk’s games.


  18.Ne2


  18.f5 gxf5 19.exf5 Bxf5 and Black has won back his pawn and is clearly on top. All other reasonable moves are answered with 18...Nh5.


  18...Nxe2+ 19.Qxe2 Nh5 20.Nf1 Nxf4 21.Qc2 Bxb2 22.Qxb2


  With material back to equal and a weakened white kingside, the tremendous black knight on f4 renders White’s position hopeless.


  22...Bh3 23.Bf3 Bxf1 24.Kxf1 Qh4 0-1


  Capturing towards the Kingside


  When the killer knight is taken by the bishop you will regularly find that the bishop is somewhat surprisingly taken back with the e-pawn. A half-open file against the enemy kingside (after a capture by the g-pawn) would seem like a fine achievement, wouldn’t it? Sometimes, however, it may be more beneficial to vacate the central square e4 (e5) for the minor pieces and create a threatening advancing pawn phalanx on the kingside.


  Rustam Kasimdzhanov


  Dmitry Bocharov


  Internet 2006


  1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.f3 e5 4.d5 Be7 5.c4 Nh5 6.Nc3 Bg5 7.Bxg5 Qxg5 8.Qd2 Qe7 9.0-0-0 0-0 10.Bd3 Bd7 11.Nge2 Na6 12.g4 Nf6 13.Ng3 Nc5 14.Bc2 Rfb8 15.Rhg1 Ne8 16.Nf5


  [image: image]


  16...Bxf5 17.exf5


  Of course 17.gxf5 is also possible here, but after the text White’s follow-up is much easier. He will simply advance his kingside pawns, starting with g4-g5, and open up the black king’s position.


  17...Qh4 18.g5


  Nevertheless! White doesn’t bother about the pawn on c4.


  18...Qxc4 19.Rg4 e4 20.Bxe4 Qa6 21.f6 b5


  [image: image]


  22.Bxh7+! Kxh7 23.Rh4+ Kg8 24.Qg2


  24.fxg7! Nxg7 25.Qc2+-.


  24...Qc8 25.Ne2 Qf5? 26.Nd4 Qg6 27.Qh3 gxf6 28.Rh8+ Kg7 29.Nf5+


  Truly a fitting move to end this little treatise!


  29...Qxf5 30.Qh6


  Mate.


  
    Summary


    On a stronghold or not, in a Ruy Lopez or Dutch opening a knight on f5 facing a castled king appears to be a dangerous weapon. I think Kasparov has even said that a knight on f5 nearly always justifies a pawn sacrifice. Be sure to remember the typical sacrifices, as well as the surprising recapture from the last example when the knight is eliminated.

  


  

  



  Chapter 3

  (How to Get past) Nimzo’s Strong Centre-Back


  Nimzowitsch’s blockading knight on d6 is legendary. But which factors determine its strength in modern-day chess? Let’s dig a little deeper here and study its fight against the central passed pawn.


  Supporting Pawn Advances


  Baskaran Adhiban


  Alojzije Jankovic


  Moscow 2012


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.f3 0-0 6.Be3 Nc6 7.Qd2 a6 8.Nge2 Bd7 9.Rc1 e6 10.Nd1 Ne7 11.Nf2 b6 12.Bh6 e5 13.Rd1 c5 14.dxe5 dxe5 15.Nc3 Nc6 16.Bg5 Nd4 17.Nd5 Be6 18.Bd3 Bxd5 19.exd5 Qc7 20.0-0 Ne8 21.Rde1 f5 22.Qd1 Nd6


  [image: image]


  Here the knight not only attacks the c4-pawn that defends the passed pawn, but also supports advances like ...b6-b5 and ...e5-e4. Similarly, in other situations such a knight on d6 may support a ...c5-c4 advance or help to enable ...f7-f5. Compare Leonardt-Nimzowitsch, San Sebastian 1912, where a knight on e6 supported both ...c6-c5 and ...g6-g5.


  23.g4?


  A very optimistic move, weakening f3. It’s doubtful whether the g-file will bring White anything.


  23...Rae8


  23...b5! 24.b3 bxc4 25.bxc4 Nf7! 26.Bc1 e4 27.fxe4 Ne5 28.Be2 f4! (also a move that would have been to Nimzowitsch’s liking!) and Black has a fine blockade position which provides excellent compensation for the pawn.


  24.gxf5 gxf5 25.Kh1 Qf7 26.Rg1 Qh5 27.Rg3


  [image: image]


  27...e4! 28.Bf4


  28.fxe4 Qxd1 29.Nxd1 fxe4 30.Bb1 Nf3 31.Re2 Nxg5 32.Rxg5 Rf1+ 33.Rg1 Rxg1+ 34.Kxg1 Bd4+ 35.Kg2 Kg7 and Black is in great shape again.


  28...Nxf3


  The obvious move, but concrete calculation could have led to the practically winning 28...exd3! 29.Bxd6 (29.Nxd3 Nxc4 30.b3 Rxe1+ 31.Qxe1 Re8) 29...Rxe1+ 30.Qxe1 Re8 31.Qg1 Nxf3 32.Rxg7+ Kh8 and White is helpless.


  29.Rh3 Qg6 30.Rf1 Kh8 31.Be2 Be5 32.Bxf3 exf3 33.Rg1 Qf7 34.Qxf3 Bxf4


  34...Nxc4 had to be ventured. After the supposedly safe text move Black didn’t get another chance and the game ended in a draw.


  Against a Bad Bishop


  Vladimir Malakhov


  Kamil Miton


  Warsaw 2012 (rapid)


  1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 g6 3.e4 d6 4.d4 Bg7 5.Bd3 0-0 6.Nge2 Nc6 7.0-0 Nd7 8.Bc2 e5 9.d5 Nd4 10.Be3 Nxc2 11.Qxc2 f5 12.exf5 gxf5 13.f4 a5 14.Ng3 e4 15.Qd2 Nf6


  [image: image]


  A few moves ago White tempted Black to play ...e5-e4 (with the f2-f4 advance) and now he begins a first regrouping to put his knight on e3.


  16.Bd4 b6 17.Nd1 Qe8 18.Ne3


  That’s that. And again the blockading knight is attacking the supporting pawn on f5. Notice also the bad bishop on c8.


  18...Qg6 19.Kh1 Bd7 20.b3 h5 21.Ne2 Ng4?!


  Exchanging the blockading knight, but a new centre-back will appear on e3. The dark-squared bishops will now also disappear, after which Black’s only minor piece will be his bad bishop!


  22.Bxg7 Qxg7 23.h3? Nxe3


  23...Nf2+! 24.Kg1 Nd3 would have created a fine oc topus. Note that this was a rapid game.


  24.Qxe3 h4 25.Rg1 Kf7 26.Qc3 Qxc3 27.Nxc3 Rg8 28.Ne2 Kf6 29.Rac1 Rg7 30.Kh2 Rag8 31.g3 hxg3+ 32.Rxg3 Rxg3 33.Nxg3 Be8 34.Nf1 e3


  Panicking. After the activation of the bad bishop with 34...Bh5 35.Ne3 Bf3 Black is still very much in the game. For instance, 36.Rg1 Rh8 37.Rg5? Bg4 38.Nxg4+ fxg4 39.Rxg4 e3.


  35.Re1


  The simplest solution.


  35...Bf7 36.Nxe3


  And White was just a pawn up and won many moves later.


  Inviting the Passed Pawn


  Igor Bondarevsky


  Vasily Smyslov


  Moscow 1946


  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Bxc6 dxc6 7.Re1 Nd7 8.d4 exd4 9.Qxd4 0-0 10.Bf4 Nc5 11.Qxd8 Bxd8 12.Nc3
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  A knight blockading a central passed pawn and at the same time supporting activity around that pawn can be so strong that Black actually almost forces White to advance his e-pawn here. Of course it’s not only the centre-back on e6 who determines the play. Black’s bishop pair also comes to life.


  12...f5 13.e5 Ne6 14.Bd2 g5


  Made possible by 13...Ne6 and even threatening to win the knight on f3 with ...g5-g4.


  15.Ne2 c5


  Again threatening ...g5-g4.


  16.Bc3


  Now Black can again develop with gain of tempo. It seems slightly better to play 16.h4.


  16...b5 17.b3 Bb7 18.Ng3 g4 19.Nd2 Be7


  19...Nf4 seems attractive, but would immediately allow some counterplay after 20.e6.


  20.Nh5 Kf7! 21.Nf1 Kg6 22.Nf6 Rad8 23.Rad1 Rxd1 24.Rxd1 Rd8 25.Rxd8 Bxd8


  [image: image]


  Despite the exchanges, White still has big problems coordinating his pieces and protecting his pawns (g2, c2). Black may ad vance his h-pawn or play a move like ...Nd4.


  26.Ne3 f4 27.Nd1 Bxf6 28.exf6 Be4 29.Bb2 b4


  Funnily enough the knight is again in trouble, with 30...Bxc2 threatened this time.


  30.f3 Bxc2 31.Nf2 gxf3 32.gxf3 Bb1 33.Ne4 Bxa2 34.Nd2 a5 35.Kf2 Nd4 36.Bxd4 cxd4 37.Ke2 Kxf6 38.Kd3 Ke5 39.Kc2 a4 40.bxa4 c5 41.a5 c4 42.a6 d3+ 0-1


  Vacating the Square


  Dawid Janowski


  Aaron Nimzowitsch


  St Petersburg 1914


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 b6 5.Bd3 Bb7 6.Nf3 Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d6 8.Qc2 Nbd7 9.e4 e5 10.0-0 0-0 11.Bg5 h6 12.Bd2 Re8 13.Rae1 Nh7 14.h3 Nhf8 15.Nh2 Ne6 16.Be3 c5 17.d5 Nf4 18.Be2 Nf8 19.Bg4 Bc8 20.Qd2 Ba6 21.g3 N4g6 22.Be2 Nh7 23.h4 Nf6 24.Bd3 Rb8 25.Qe2 Rb7 26.Bc1 Rbe7 27.Kh1 Bc8 28.Rg1 Kf8 29.h5 Nh8 30.g4 Nh7 31.Bc2 Rb7 32.f4 f6 33.fxe5 dxe5
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  Not capturing towards the centre, in order to vacate a square for a piece. It is the knight from h8 that gains a future here.


  33...dxe5 34.Nf3 Nf7 35.Ref1 Kg8 36.Nh4 Nd6 37.Nf5 Bxf5 38.gxf5 Ng5 39.Bxg5 hxg5 40.Ba4


  Janowski decides against waiting passively (here too White is left with a bad bishop) and uses his space advantage to set up a queenside attack, thus effectively giving up the h5-pawn.


  40...Rf8 41.Bc6 Rb8 42.a4 Kf7 43.Kg2 Rh8 44.Rh1 Rh6 45.Ra1 Qc7 46.Kf2 Rbh8 47.Ke3 Kg8 48.Kd3 Qf7 49.a5 Rxh5 50.Rxh5 Rxh5 51.axb6 Rh3+ 52.Kc2 axb6 53.Ra8+ Kh7 54.Rd8 Qa7 55.Ra8 Qf7 56.Kb3


  56.Rd8 is better, after which Black could try 56...Qc7 57.Ra8 Rh4, though after 58.Kb3 he would have to work hard to prove anything.


  56...Qh5 57.Qxh5+ Rxh5 58.Be8


  [image: image]


  58...Nxe8?


  Nimzowitsch gives up his proud knight, but after 58...Rh6!! 59.Bg6+ (59.Rd8 g4!) 59...Rxg6 60.fxg6+ Kxg6 61.Kc2 Nxe4 62.Kd3 Kf5 Black is better. In Die Praxis Meines Systems Nimzowitsch stated that he had overlooked the last move in this variation. After the text move the game ended in a draw.


  Space Advantage


  Babu Lalith


  R.R. Laxman


  Chennai 2012


  1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.e3 0-0 6.Bd3 c5 7.0-0 Nc6 8.a3 Bxc3 9.bxc3 Qc7 10.Qe2 dxc4 11.Bxc4 e5 12.d5 Na5 13.e4 Nxc4 14.Qxc4 Bg4 15.Ne1 Ne8 16.Be3 b6 17.f4 Nd6


  [image: image]


  Of course there are positions where the opponent can find ways of with standing the strong knight. In the first place a cen tral passed pawn on the 5th rank will signify a small spatial advantage, which will leave its mark on the activity of the pieces of both players.


  18.Qd3 f6 19.Nf3 Rae8 20.Rae1 Bxf3 21.gxf3


  After 21.Rxf3 the prosaic 21...c4 22.Qc2 exf4 puts White in trouble. After the text move White’s centre has been substantially reinforced, so Black might have been better advised to refrain from taking on f3 at all.


  21...Qd7 22.Bc1 Qh3 23.Qe2 Qh4 24.fxe5 fxe5 25.Kh1 Rf6 26.Rg1 Qh5 27.Rg3 Rg6 28.Kg2 Rf8 29.Rf1 Rff6 30.Bd2 c4 31.a4 Qh4 32.Be1 Qf4 33.Rxg6 Rxg6+ 34.Bg3 Qh4 35.Qe3


  Here White obviously has a good bishop and he can try to break with either a4-a5 or f3-f4.


  35...Qe7 36.f4 h5 37.fxe5 Qxe5 38.Kf3!? Qe8 39.Re1?


  39.Bxd6 Rxd6 40.Qd4 is a much better try.


  39...Nb7 40.Qd4 h4 41.Bf4 Qd7


  Now the white king is very vulnerable.


  42.Ke3 Na5


  42...Qh3+ 43.Kd2 Nc5 and Black has a very dangerous attack.


  43.Rf1


  Making up for the mistake on move 39.


  43...Rg2 44.d6


  Taking advantage of the fact that the knight has been moved. White is now clearly better.


  Undermining the Blockader


  Artur Jussupow


  Zoltan Ribli


  Montpellier 1985


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 c5 5.cxd5 Nxd5 6.e4 Nxc3 7.bxc3 cxd4 8.cxd4 Nc6 9.Bc4 b5 10.Be2 Bb4+ 11.Bd2 Qa5 12.d5 exd5 13.exd5 Ne7 14.0-0 Bxd2 15.Nxd2 0-0 16.Nb3 Qd8 17.Bf3 Nf5 18.Rc1 Nd6
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  19.Qd4


  Here the position is open and the central passed pawn is also an isolated pawn. As a result White has, besides a space advantage, some good squares for his pieces. White now wants to follow up with Qf4 and Rc6, driving away the blockading knight.


  19...Qb6 20.Qf4


  The endgame after 20.Rc6 Qxd4 21.Nxd4 Rd8 22.Rc7 would only yield White a minimal edge.


  20...Bd7 21.Nd4


  The knight is coming to c6, after which the knight on d6 will no longer be protected by the queen.


  21...Rfe8 22.Nc6 Nc4 23.Rfe1


  White is clearly better now and Ne7+ is already a nuisance.


  23...Nb2 24.Be4


  24.Rxe8+ Bxe8 (24...Rxe8 25.Ne5) 25.Ne7+ Kf8 26.Nc8 Qf6 27.Qc7 would have won at once.


  24...Nc4 25.h3 h6 26.Bd3 Nb2


  26...Bxc6 is a better try, though after 27.dxc6 Rxe1+ 28.Rxe1 Black cannot take on c6: 28...Qxc6 29.Be4 Qe8 30.Bh7+.


  27.Bb1 Bxc6 28.dxc6 Rxe1+ 29.Rxe1 Qxc6 30.Be4 Qc3 31.Rc1 Nd3


  Black seems to be saving himself with sharp play, but...


  [image: image]


  32.Qxf7+!


  Very nice. Black loses a piece. 32.Rxc3 Nxf4 33.Rf3 (33.Bxa8 Ne2+) 33...Ne2+ 34.Kf1 Re8 35.Bd5 (35.Re3Nd4 36.Bh7+ Kf8) 35...Re7 36.Bxf7+ Kh7 does not do the trick. 1-0


  Exchanging the Blockading Knight


  Bartlomiej Macieja


  Bartosz Socko


  Warsaw 2012


  1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.d4 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.Be3 c6 8.d5 Ng4 9.Bg5 f6 10.Bh4 Nh6 11.Nd2 Qd7 12.f3 f5 13.b4 Nf7 14.Nb3 Bh6 15.Qd3 Na6 16.a3 c5 17.bxc5 Nxc5 18.Nxc5 dxc5 19.a4 Nd6
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  Again, White has a nice space advantage, although here he is still stuck with a bad bishop.


  20.a5 Qc7 21.0-0 Bd7


  A sensible developing move, but it allows the slightly surprising...


  22.Be7!?


  A simple but effective resource: the knight on d6 is exchanged and consequently a much less suitable blockading piece appears on d6. Black was probably expecting a move like 22.Bf2 or 22.Rab1.


  22...Rf7 23.Bxd6 Qxd6 24.Rfb1 Rb8 25.Bd1


  With the clear intention of exchanging his bad bishop on a4.


  25...Qf6 26.Ba4 Bc8?


  Black understandably avoids the exchange, but this is just too passive. Black should have become active on the kingside with 26...Qg5. Now White reaches a pleasant endgame after 27.Bxd7 Qe3+ 28.Qxe3 Bxe3+ 29.Kf1 Rxd7, but at least Black’s dark-squared bishop has be come part of the game.


  27.d6


  The blockader’s gone, so it’s time to advance!


  27...Be6 28.d7 Rd8 29.Rxb7


  White must be winning here.


  29...Qh4 30.g3 Qh5 31.Rf1


  31.Bc6! is a more clear-cut win.


  31...Qh3 32.Rxa7 f4 33.g4 Bxg4 34.a6 Bg5 35.Rb7 Bh4 36.a7 Rff8 37.Nd5 Bg3 38.Rb2 Bh4 39.Nb6 Kg7 40.Bc6 1-0


  
    Summary


    Apart from blockading a central passed pawn, a knight on d6 may support advances by the nearby pawns to b5 or f5. Also it may attack the opponent’s supporting pawn chain. The opponent should try to make something of his spatial advantage and watch out for being stuck with a bad bishop facing this ideal blockader.

  


  

  



  Chapter 4

  Dominating from the Edge: A Powerful Knight on a5


  Tarrasch’s adage ‘a knight on the rim...’ has often been adapted by other people. But did you realize that, for example, a knight on a5 can be a formidable piece in many cases? Indeed, there seem to be more exceptions to this rule than you would think.


  Wang Hao


  Magnus Carlsen


  Wijk aan Zee 2013


  The Tata Steel tournament in 2013 supplied a strik ing example: ‘The Chinese Grandmaster traded his active knight for the passive black bishop, missing a clever defence...’ When you read this in the round 11 report on the tournament’s website, a position like the following one is hardly the first you would think of.


  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 e6 4.0-0 Nge7 5.Re1 Ng6 6.c3 d5 7.Qa4 Be7 8.d4 0-0 9.exd5 Qxd5 10.dxc5 Bxc5 11.Nbd2 Be7 12.Nc4 Qd8 13.Bxc6 bxc6 14.Nd4 c5 15.Nc6 Qc7 16.Nxe7+ Nxe7 17.Qa5 Qxa5 18.Nxa5 Ba6 19.Bg5 Rfe8 20.Rad1 h6 21.Bxe7 Rxe7


  [image: image]


  Here White’s knight is on the edge, while the black bishop, though it’s not on the best possible diagonal, just seems normal. Even so, this was one of the rare moments during Tata 2013 when Carlsen was in some trouble. Black has an unpleasant endgame. First of all, White controls the d-file and also has the better pawn structure. A less noticeable but important fact is that the knight on a5 is better than the bishop on a6. The latter’s scope is limited thanks to the white knight, which by contrast has access to some useful squares.


  22.c4


  Boxing in the bishop still further, although the immediate 22.Rd6 was also plausible: 22...Bb5 and now 23.c4.


  22...Kf8 23.Rd6 Bb7 24.Red1 Ke8


  Here we have the moment mentioned in the tournament report.


  25.Nc6?


  Not appreciating the strength of the knight on the edge, which was still superior to the bishop! With this transposition into a rook ending White throws away his advantage. Much better attempts were 25.f3, again limiting the scope of Black’s bishop, or 25.a3 Rc7 26.b4, setting in motion the queenside majority.


  25...Bxc6 26.Rxc6 Rb7 27.b3 a5! 28.Rxc5 a4 29.h4 axb3 30.axb3 Rab8!


  30...Rxb3 31.Rc7.


  31.Rd3 ½-½


  Dominating the Bishop


  Himal Gusain


  Michailo Oleksienko


  New Delhi 2012


  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Nc3 b5 6.Bd3 Qb6 7.Nb3 Qc7 8.0-0 Bb7 9.a3 Nf6 10.Qe2 d6 11.f4 Nbd7 12.Bd2 Be7 13.Rae1 h5 14.Nd1 Rc8 15.Nf2 e5
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  16.Na5!


  Here we see the knight taking on a different pawn structure (a6, b5). On b3 it has few prospects, but here on a5 it is equal to the bishop on b7 and prepares the immediate c2-c4.


  16...Nc5 17.b4!


  White is perfectly happy not to exchange his knight for the Bb7.


  17...Nxd3 18.cxd3 Ba8


  Black retains his bishop, which nevertheless can only go to squares which are within reach of the Na5!


  19.Rc1 Qd7 20.Bc3


  A good alternative is 20.Rxc8+ Qxc8 21.Rc1 Qd7 22.fxe5 dxe5 23.Be3, keeping a solid pawn centre.


  20...exf4 21.Nh3 0-0 22.Nxf4 h4 23.Nh5?


  [image: image]


  23...Nxh5 24.Qxh5 Qe6?


  Apparently Black could have opened up the long diagonal with tactical means: 24...f5 25.exf5 Qa7+ 26.Kh1 Qe3 27.Bxg7 Qg5!! 28.Qxg5 Bxg5 29.Rxc8 Rxc8 30.Bd4 Rc2 31.Bf2 h3.


  25.Nb3 Qg6


  25...Qxb3 26.Bxg7 Kxg7 27.Qg4+ Kh6 28.Rxc8.


  26.Qxg6 fxg6 27.Rxf8+ Bxf8 28.Bd2 Rxc1+ 29.Bxc1 Be7 30.Na5


  Again!


  30...Bf6


  30...d5 31.e5.


  31.Kf2 d5 32.Kf3 dxe4+ 33.dxe4


  Now that the pawn on e4 is protected, the knight on a5 is still dominating the Ba8. True, now there is not much else to do on a5 (the power of the knight should not be over estimated either!). The game eventually ended in a draw.


  Attacking the Queenside Pawns


  Vadim Faibisovich


  Alexey Gavrilov


  Basel 2013


  1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.exd5 exd5 5.Ngf3 Nf6 6.Bb5+ Bd7 7.Bxd7+ Nbxd7 8.0-0 Be7 9.dxc5 Nxc5 10.Nb3 Nce4 11.Nbd4 Qc8 12.Be3 0-0 13.Qd3 Re8 14.Rad1 a6 15.Ne2 Bc5 16.Bxc5 Nxc5 17.Qd2
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  17...Na4!


  Here we have a different pawn structure again. Now the knight is not controlling squares from the side, but rather attacking the pawn on b2, thus tying a white piece to its defence. Chasing the knight away with b2-b3 would allow it to occupy c3. A b2/c3 pawn structure may face a similar problem, even to the extent of losing a pawn on c3.


  18.c3 b5 19.Ned4 Qd7 20.Rfe1


  20.b3 is still not possible, because of 20...Ne4.


  20...Ne4 21.Qc2 Rac8 22.Qb3 g6 23.Nc2 Nec5 24.Rxe8+ Qxe8 25.Qxd5?! Nxb2


  Black has won the strategic battle: now his pawn structure is clearly better, and the knight is coming into play as well.


  26.Re1 Qd8 27.Nb4 Qxd5 28.Nxd5 Rd8 29.Nb4 Nba4


  Again! Black won.


  Alexey Goganov


  Davit Benidze


  Yerevan 2013


  1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 d5 4.d4 g6 5.Bf4 Bg7 6.e3 0-0 7.h3 Qb6 8.Qb3 Qxb3 9.axb3 Bf5 10.Nd2 Nbd7 11.g4 Be6 12.Bg2 h6 13.Ke2 a6 14.Bg3 Nb6 15.c5 Nbd7
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  16.b4!


  Clearing the route to a5 for the knight.


  16...Nh7 17.Nb3 f5


  Black is desperately seeking counterplay on the kingside.


  18.gxf5 gxf5 19.Na5


  Here the knight cooperates perfectly with the bishop on g3. The pawn on b7 cannot be protected in a normal way. Had the light-squared bishop been on c8 (and, let’s say, the queen’s rook on e8), then the knight would have been much less strong on a5. For an example where Black’s light-squared bishop has already been exchanged, see Thiede-Guliyev, Germany Bundesliga 2011/12. There White preserved some slight initiative thanks to the pressure from the knight on a5 against a similar queenside pawn chain.


  19...Ra7?


  Black probably did not see the next move coming, or he would have opted for a move such as 19...Bf7 and if 20.Nxb7 then 20...e5.


  20.b5! f4


  20...axb5 21.Nxc6 Rxa1 22.Nxe7+ Kf7 23.Rxa1 Kxe7 24.Bd6+ Kf7 25.Bxf8 Nhxf8 26.Ra7, winning.


  21.Bh4


  21.Bxf4 was fully possible as well.


  21...cxb5 22.Nxd5 f3+ 23.Bxf3 Rxf3 24.Nxe7+ Kf7 25.Kxf3 Ndf6 26.d5


  It is all over.


  26...Nxd5 27.Nxd5 Bxd5+ 28.e4 Be6 29.Rab1 Ng5+ 30.Ke3 1-0


  Supporting a King Attack


  Tigran L Petrosian


  Hrant Melkumyan


  Yerevan 2013


  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Bxc6 dxc6 7.d3 Bg4 8.Nbd2 Nd7 9.h3 Bh5 10.Qe1 Bc5 11.Nh2 Qe7 12.Nb3 Bb4 13.c3 Bd6
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  14.Na5


  Here is another example of the typically annoying attack on the b7-pawn. The pawn cannot advance as its colleague on c6 would fall. Black decides to castle queenside, protecting b7 in a natural way. However, this makes the knight on a5 a dangerous footing for an attack on the black king.


  14...0-0-0 15.b4 Nb6 16.a4 Qe6 17.c4 Be7 18.Ra3 c5


  Black wants to avoid being pushed further back after a possible c4-c5.


  19.b5


  Now Black faces a difficult choice: opening up the a-file by taking on b5 or granting the knight possible access to the c6-square by allowing bxa6.


  19...Rd7


  True, the knight won’t reach c6 in the near future, and with an open a-file, maybe a knight sac on b7 would be more likely.


  20.bxa6 bxa6 21.Be3 Rhd8 22.g4 Bg6 23.Qe2 h5 24.f3 hxg4 25.hxg4 f6 26.Rb1 Bf7


  [image: image]


  Exercise: improve your worst placed piece (ideal square?)! The answer is given on move 29.


  27.Nf1 Rh8 28.Kg2 Rdd8 29.Bg1!


  Now White is threatening Ne3-d5.


  29...f5?!


  After this desperate try for counterplay White had no problems rounding off the game.


  Anna Zatonskih


  Piotr Dukaczewski


  Gibraltar 2013


  1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 e6 5.Bxc4 c5 6.0-0 a6 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Qxd8+ Kxd8 9.Ne5 Ke7 10.Be2 Nbd7 11.Nd3 Bd6 12.Nd2 b5 13.Nb3 Bb7 14.Na5
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  Another example with the a6/b5 pawn structure. This time the bishop on b7 has more squares on the diagonal (for the moment!).


  We’ve seen that a knight on the edge is not a bad thing as long as it is temporary and it is en route to a better square (this should not take too long, of course, though in closed positions like in the former example this may be less important). Here the best square turns out to be c6, and this square is reached by the knight in spectacular fashion. For another entertaining example from the same tournament, see Huschenbeth-Valhondo.


  14...Bd5 15.Bd2


  The immediate 15.f3 also seems logical.


  15...Ne4?!


  Only superficially active. This knight is bound to be driven back by f2-f3.


  16.Be1 f5 17.Nb4 Rhc8


  This is certainly a tense queenless middlegame.


  18.Rd1


  18.Nxd5+ or 18.a4 were also worth considering.


  18...Nb6 19.Bd3 Be5?


  19...Bc5 or 19...Nf6 were clearly preferable. The text move in combination with the next one enables a deadly tactical blow.


  20.f3 Nf6?
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  21.e4! fxe4 22.fxe4 Nxe4 23.Bxe4 Bxe4 24.Nbc6+ Bxc6 25.Bb4+


  That’s it!


  25...Bd6 26.Rxd6 1-0


  Striking Back on the Other Side


  Vlastimil Jansa


  Vasily Smyslov


  Sochi 1974


  1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 0-0 8.c3 d6 9.h3 Qd7 10.d4 Re8 11.Nbd2 Bf8 12.a3 g6 13.Bc2 Bg7 14.b4 Nh5 15.Nb3 Nd8 16.a4 Ne6 17.axb5 Nef4 18.Nh2 Qxb5 19.d5 Rf8
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  I would not want you to overestimate the powers of a knight on a5, so we finish with a suitable example where Black manages to generate play on the kingside. Still, I think the first six examples have proved the potential strength of such a knight. In the end it is up to you to decide in which instances you would like to put your knight on the rim, though I’m sure that the examples will have been of help.


  20.Na5


  Aiming for the c6-square and enabling moves like Ba4.


  20...Qe8!


  On its way to support the killer knight in the attack on the other wing.


  21.h4?!


  Moving on the wrong side of the board. Better was 21.Ba4 Qe7 22.Qf3!?, although this also seems rather risky after 22...f5.


  21...f5 22.exf5 Bxf5 23.Bxf5 gxf5 24.g3 Qg6


  Black has already taken over the initiative.


  25.Kf1 Nh3 26.Kg2?


  [image: image]


  I guess White was in time trouble as this obviously loses on the spot. More stubborn continuations were 26.Ra2 or 26.Qc2.


  26...Nxf2 27.Qf3 Ng4 28.Nxg4 fxg4 29.Qe4 Qf7 30.Be3 Nf6 31.Qf5 Qxd5+ 32.Kh2 Qf3 33.Qxf3 gxf3 34.Kh3 h5 35.Nc6


  Finally, but definitely too late.


  35...Ng4 36.Ba7 f2 37.Rf1 Rxa7 38.Nxa7 Ne3 39.Nc6 e4 0-1


  
    Summary


    At times a knight on the rim may be equally strong as a bishop on the long diagonal! Also, from a5 it can be particularly effective by attacking the b7-pawn in Black’s structure. However, in both cases the knight should not be missed in other parts of the board, where the opponent will look for chances.

  


  

  Chapter 5

  Sur Place en Prise


  Or, to put it differently: attacking with a knight on g5 which is under a continuous threat of being taken. Jumping with your knight to g5 may not be the obvious thing to do when it can immediately be chased away by ...h7-h6. However, a pawn on h4 may work wonders when you are attacking a castled king.


  Vladislav Vorotnikov


  Nicolas Grandadam


  Basel 2013


  1.d4 d5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Nf3 e6 4.Bg5 Be7 5.Bxf6 Bxf6 6.e4 dxe4 7.Nxe4 Be7 8.Bd3 Nd7 9.Qd2 0-0 10.0-0-0 b6 11.h4 Bb7 12.Qf4 Qb8 13.Neg5


  [image: image]


  White has just answered Black’s 12....Qb8 with 13.Neg5. It seems logical enough to attack on the kingside, as Black has just tucked away his queen on the other wing to prepare ...c7-c5 and gain some space (perhaps at first sight this move may seem a bit odd, but it has been successfully tried by Dreev). But now, what is White’s intention after


  13...h6


  ? 13...Nf6 was a suitable alternative, though 14.Ne5 c5 15.Rh3 cxd4 16.Rg3 seems quite dangerous.


  14.Ne5!


  Of course, White has absolutely no intention of moving his knight from g5.


  14...Nxe5


  Or 14...Nf6 15.Rh3 – the well-known rook lift, bringing yet another piece to the attack – 15...c5 (15...Bd6) 16.Rg3 cxd4 (16...Bd6 and now the surprising 17.Nh7! wins immediately: 17...Nxh7 (17...Nh5 18.Qxh6 Nxg3 19.Nf6+) 18.Qxh6 g6 19.Bxg6) 17.Bh7+! Nxh7 18.Ngxf7 and, among other things, White threatens 19.Rxg7+.


  15.dxe5


  Now White’s pawn on e5 reduces Black’s defensive chances.


  15...a5


  Black would like to exchange the light-squared bishops to eliminate an important attacking piece, but this is just too slow as the game shows.


  Taking the piece with 15...hxg5 16.hxg5 was not worth considering as the h-file is opened up and mate is almost inevitable (the immediate threat being 17.Rh8+).


  16.Rh3 Ba6 17.Bh7+ Kh8 18.Be4


  With a double attack: a8 and f7 are both hanging.


  18...Bb7 19.Nxf7+ Kg8 20.Nxh6+ 1-0


  Ongoing Tension


  Ljubomir Ljubojevic


  Viktor Kortchnoi


  Wijk aan Zee 2008


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 Nc6 5.e3 d5 6.a3 Bd6 7.f4 a5 8.Nf3 Be7 9.Bd2 0-0 10.Be2 Bd7 11.Ng5 Be8 12.h4


  In this example, the attack is less straightforward and the tension is maintained for quite some time.


  12...h6


  [image: image]


  13.0-0-0!


  Of course, with the queen on c2, taking on g5 is hardly an option. Still, White has to keep an eye open in case altered circumstances make it possible for Black to take on g5.


  13...Nb4


  A nice mirror image! 13...hxg5 14.hxg5 Ne4 (14...g6 15.Rh6!) 15.Nxe4 dxe4 16.Qxe4 g6 and now one winning move is 17.Qf3.


  14.Qb1


  Maintaining the tension. After 14.axb4 axb4 15.Nb1 Ra2 Black takes over the initiative. White’s extra piece is hanging on g5, but it is impossible to give a clear assessment at this stage.


  14...c5 15.e4!?


  White tries everything he can to justify his Qb1/Ng5 set-up, and he wants to get rid of Black’s knight on f6.


  15...cxd4 16.e5 dxc3 17.Bxc3 hxg5


  Finally the tension dissipates and the course of the game becomes more concrete. An interesting try would have been 17...g6 18.exf6 Bxf6 19.axb4 Bxc3 20.bxc3 Qf6 and again Black seems to be on top.


  18.exf6 Na2+


  Black decides to release the tension on the queenside as well. The position is incredibly difficult and full of plausible possibilities: 18...Bd6 and 18...Bc5 also came into consideration.


  19.Qxa2 Bxf6 20.hxg5 Bxc3 21.bxc3


  [image: image]


  The position has become slightly simplified, and both sides are doing their utmost to harass the enemy king.


  21...Qc7 22.g3 Ba4 23.Bd3 Rfd8 24.Bc2


  24.Qh2 first seems a good alternative. The position remains very complex and still requires a fair bit of calculation. Eventually the battle ended in a draw.


  Disposing of the Nf6


  Dragan Damjanovic


  Nikola Nestorovic


  Belgrade 2008


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 c5 5.dxc5 Qc7 6.a3 Bxc5 7.b4 Be7 8.Nb5 Qc6 9.Nf3 d6 10.Bb2 a6 11.Nbd4 Qc7 12.e3 0-0 13.Bd3 Nbd7


  [image: image]


  14.Ng5


  Here we go again.


  14...h6 15.h4 Ne5 16.Bh7+ Kh8


  A typical scenario where White has to get both the Nf6 and his own Bh7 out of the way to deliver mate.


  17.f4


  White has some difficulty trying to prove his point and now goes all the way.


  17...Nxc4?!


  The less greedy 17...Neg4 would have been solid and good. Then it would have been virtually impossible for White to eliminate the Nf6.


  18.Bd3 b5 19.Ndf3!


  Suddenly White has created real threats (xf6 followed by xc4) which justify his knight leap to g5.


  19...Bd8?


  Seemingly clever, but 19...Ra7 was the better way to unpin the knight on c4.


  20.Bxf6


  Not 20.Bxc4 Qxc4!.


  20...Bxf6 21.Rc1 g6 22.h5 hxg5


  Practically forced


  

  

  

  

  

  

  Qh5: Another Straightforward Attack
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  No Light-Squared Bishop
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  A Theoretical Position
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  A Special Case
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