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This book was originally written in 2015. I
have left it unmodified for historical purposes. It is worth noting
that now I do not call myself an atheist anymore and now I am
publicly out as transgender and go by the name Chastity White Rose.
For more details on that, you will need to read my “Chandler’s
Honesty” series.






But this book still serves as a reminder of
the reasons I cannot believe traditional religions as well as
explaining some of my views on sexuality, veganism, and abortion. I
hope something written here is helpful to the few who actually read
it. If nothing else, maybe you’ll at least get a laugh out of
it.


Introduction

 


What you are about to read is an explanation
of both what I do and don't believe. Basically it is a summary of
various things including atheism, determinism, and
non-violence.

 


The main purposes of this book are:

 


1. To make you think

 


2. To refute people's assumptions about who I
am and what I stand for.

 


3. To challenge certain beliefs that some of
us are taught that have potential to lead to violence.

 


If you are happy with your life the way it is
and don't want anything to challenge your beliefs or make you
rethink your position on life and death issues such as abortion or
animal slaughter, then this book is probably not for you.

 


If however you are against abortion or are
vegetarian or vegan for ethical reasons, then much of what I say
you should relate to. If you are atheist then you may get something
out of my explanations for why I don't believe in God even if you
disagree with everything else I said.

What is Atheism?

 


An atheist does not believe in any gods but
that does not mean you can make the assumption that they have no
morals or beliefs which may be compatible with certain religious
traditions. By writing about a variety of subjects, I hope to more
accurately explain the way I think about those subjects and how
atheism sometimes, but not always, has a causal connection with
them.

 


When I say I am an atheist, it does not mean
I hate whatever god/goddesses you believe in. It also does not mean
that I hate the believers of any religion nor do I desire to kill
them. It does not mean that I am pretending that a god does not
exist so that I can "sin" without "consequences". You can't assume
that an atheist has no background in religion. In fact, most of the
atheist activists were once extremely devout in a religion in their
past. I am one of them and so I can tell my story as others have
done.

 


I am a very practical man. What I can't use I
simply dismiss. If I ever meet God, Jesus, Allah, The Flying
Spaghetti Monster, or The Invisible Pink Unicorn, I imagine I will
have to ask them some questions. Until then nothing that a human
says will convince me. For example, I have lived with my mother for
over 27 years, but I still can't tell you everything that she
believes or exactly what her plans are.

 


The most accurate description I can give you
of my mother is that she is the author of two books at this time
and that she teaches music. However, it would be simply ludicrous
to ask me what her religious or political views are about every
topic because I will NEVER be able to feel her emotions or
experience her memories. Anyone who wanted to get to know her would
have to talk to her directly.

 


If God does exist and has infinite knowledge
and power as described by monotheists, the very worst thing I could
do is to ask a pastor, priest, rabbi, imam, apologist, or any other
finite human being to provide answers to my questions about the
attributes, nature, or will of God.

 


People create stereotypes and labels about
people who they don't really know. There are people who will hear
that I am an atheist and will assume that I am some sort of baby
eating Satan worshiper who bombs churches in efforts to kill the
religious people. I am nothing of the sort, and the purpose of my
writing is to break all false ideas about me. If you don't
understand who I am and why I do what I do, then you will probably
be confused about why I say I am an atheist and yet have such a
strict moral code that at times I can appear to be the most
religious man you've ever met.

 


My moral code is based entirely on two
things:

 


My genetics: All the DNA I had since the
sperm and egg met to make the zygote that I was at one point.

My conditioning: Everything I have seen,
heard, tasted, smelled, or felt up to the present.

 


I will argue that all animal behavior is a
combination of genetics and conditioning. Sometimes these are
referred to as nature and nurture. Nothing I do is independent of
these and this is the simple case for determinism. I would say that
it is determinism rather than atheism that is what most clearly
defines who I am. So you could say it is my "world view" or
philosophy while atheism is but a small part of it. It is important
to understand that both theism and atheism are compatible with
determinism, but only atheism is compatible with my moral code
which is biological and philosophical, but certainly not
theological.

 


Theists don't really know what atheism is. It
is not a world view or a religion. We all have a worldview but our
religion or lack thereof is only a small part of what we believe or
do. If I had to pick from one of the religions of the world, I
would pick Jainism because of the non-violence principle. This is
not necessary, though, because I already disliked violence before I
had heard of Jainism or Ahimsa.

 


Jainism

 


To explain the difference between atheism and
a religion, I will compare it to Jainism. I use the WordWeb
dictionary a lot for definitions of things that people may not be
familiar with.

 


Jainism: “Religion founded in the 6th century
BC as a revolt against Hinduism; emphasizes asceticism and
immortality and transmigration of the soul; denies existence of a
perfect or supreme being” - WordWeb

 


The thing that makes Jainism different from
other world religions is the principal of non-violence known as
ahimsa.

 


Ahimsa: “(Jainism) a Buddhist and Hindu and
especially Jainist doctrine holding that all forms of life are
sacred and urging the avoidance of violence” - WordWeb

 


Jains are so committed to not hurting other
forms of life that they are vegetarian and will be vegan if animals
are harmed in the making of animal products. Some go so far as to
not eat root vegetables, like potatoes and carrots, because doing
so kills the whole plant as well as tiny bugs and things
underground.

 


You might say that Jainism is a pro-life
religion because it contains the idea that we should not hurt any
living thing when it can be avoided. It is about the general idea
that life is a good thing and that we should not be killing things
with the exception of some plants since we have to eat
something.

 


Since it sounds so good, you might be
wondering why Jainism is such a minority among world religions.
People are generally very violent. They get really upset when you
tell them to stop killing. A follower of Christianity, Islam, or
Hinduism can kill a Jain, but the Jain cannot kill them.

 


Jains have another interesting belief that I
agree with. The universe has always existed. There was no creator.
For this reason Jainism is sometimes referred to as an atheistic
religion.

 


There are some reasons that I cannot be
considered a full Jain, though. They also have certain beliefs that
I don't share. They believe in a soul that will reincarnate into
another form after death. This is similar to Hinduism and Buddhism
which share this idea.

 


The fatal flaw in Jainism is the belief in
self-control. This is combined with the belief that good or bad
actions will give you “karma” which determines the next thing you
will be reborn into after you die. The problem with this is that if
your current life is miserable, then it must be your fault, You
“chose” to do something bad in a past life that you are now being
“punished” for. Whatever this karma is, it seems to play the same
role as the gods of other religions which punish or reward people.
This is why Jainism is not truly atheistic.

 


​
So the reason I do not consider myself a Jain is because it is a
system of coercing people to do things because of a fear of being
punished in the next life!. Does this sound familiar? That is
because it is far too common in other main world religions. It was
one of the primary reasons I broke away from Christianity. I see
problems with the idea that I could “deserve” to burn in hell for
simply not believing the correct doctrine. Also, some Jains have
the practice of “Sallekhana”. They
stop eating or drinking and die of hunger or thirst. This is
basically suicide and seems to conflict with ahimsa.

 


I don't have any particular problem with the
idea of reincarnation, but I don't think that it makes any sense to
worry about it since I have no proof that there is an afterlife or
that my actions have anything to do with it.

 


My actions in this life however still affect
those around me now and may continue to effect them after I am
dead. It is for this reason that I agree with the central teaching
of ahimsa (non violence), but don't go beyond that. I am not a
Jain, but an Ahimsa Atheist.

 


I go by the label of atheist simply because I
don't believe in the gods of any of the major world religions. In
this way I am similar to the Jains, but even if I later had a
reason to believe in a god, the non-violence principal is still
more important.

 


My atheism is a description of the conclusion
that I have come to after examining the religion I grew up in.

 


Some people have experiences that they are
unable to explain and so they believe that some higher power has
intervened in their life. I understand why they might believe that,
but unless I can experience exactly what you experienced, I will
not understand you.

 


If I ever have some experience that makes me
a believer in some religion, I would not try to convert other
people by telling them my experience. I can't prove to them that I
had the experience any more than I can prove that my favorite color
is white or what I ate for breakfast last week.

 


But you may wonder, why don't I believe in
the traditional gods of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, or Hinduism?
The short answer is because I don't have a reason to believe they
exist. The detailed answer is a little more complex but I can
explain.

 


One of the arguments for the existence of a
god is the "first cause argument". Basically it is asserted that
everything has a cause, but then an exception is made for the first
cause. It must be uncaused or it cannot be the first. But this
raises the question, if something can happen without a cause, then
there is no need for the first cause at all!

 


It all goes back to the ancient chicken and
egg problem. The eggs come from chickens and the chickens hatch
from the eggs. You can claim there was a first chicken or a first
egg, but how did it come to exist if it is the first? The very
concept of a beginning blows my mind. I don't believe in a first
cause because I am a hard determinist and therefore am of the
opinion that everything has a cause. This requires an infinite
regress of cause and effect that had no beginning and will have no
end.

 


I think I am right about this(as nearly
everyone thinks they are about their own beliefs), but even if
uncaused events were possible, then it simply means that at any
time, anything could happen and there is nothing we can depend on.
Acausal events of that sort would be unexplainable because there
would be no cause by which we could explain it or test our
theories.

 


So either determinism rules out a first cause
or indeterminism allows some uncaused events which could produce
gods, chickens, unicorns, or anything else. It would be like a
cartoon because usual laws of nature such as gravity would not
always apply. So, in short, I don't know how to believe in a first
cause without believing in all sorts of wacky things which sound
equally nonsensical.

 


There are two types of people. Those who
believe in a first cause and those who don't, but there can be
atheists in both groups. Even if the first cause existed at some
point, it could have been the tooth fairy. It would not necessarily
be the god of Christianity or Islam. Does this all sound like
nonsense to you? It does to me, too, and this is why I dislike the
subject of trying to explain events that happened before I
existed.

 


The truth is, in July of 2013 I finally
admitted that I did not believe in the Christian god of the bible
that I was taught to believe in since I was a child. I thought
maybe it was all a bunch of lies but I was still looking for some
evidence that there could be a god that was different. Back then I
was sort of a deist who thought maybe a god created the world and
then committed suicide after becoming depressed at the mess he
started.

 


Additionally, the attributes of omniscience
and omnipotence ascribed to






















Reasons I want to be Vegan




















The Atheist Vegetarian Connection










Atheist vs Agnostic





































Determinism: The basis of all knowledge








Determinism and God




















































Criticisms of the Pro-life Movement




















Why Are We Not Birds?






















Why sex is the enemy of religion


















Why a pro-life atheist?




















Why I am anti-sex






















The Chandler Klebs Uncertainty Principal




















Will the world get better?














Chandler's Theory of Revolution




























The Crisis of Self-Defense










The Effect I Wish to Cause










End Joke
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The End
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