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king, she organized a tremendous
feast, and poured enough wine to
make him feel quite drowsy. Before
long, he fell into a deep sleep at
the table.

Queen Anastasia then instructed the
palace guards to carry the snoozing
king out to the royal carriage and

take him with her to her father’s farm.

When King Demetrius woke up the
next morning to the sound of a
cockerel crowing, he was confused.

His new wife just looked at him and
smiled. “You said | could take the one
thing from the palace that | valued
most. | have taken you, my husband.

Now, | get to keep you forever.”

The king laughed out loud and
thanked the heavens for bringing him
such a clever queen.

They returned to the palace and,
from that day on, King Demetrius and
Queen Anastasia looked after their
kingdom together.
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John decided to tell the local police
about it first thing in the morning, but
when he awoke, it was too late. The
landlord was dead and the peddler,
who had been found bruised and
battered, had been accused of the
crime and thrown into jail.

John rushed there and told them
everything he knew. That morning,
the landlord’s wife was arrested, the
peddler was freed and the judge
gave John two guineas for his help.

Convinced that the gentleman’s
advice was good after all, John set
off on the final part of his journey.

 gllo—°

When he reached his tumbledown
shack, he was over the moon to be
home at last. But when he walked
through the door, he was surprised to
see his wife and children dancing
gleefully around the room.

“Am | missing a party?” he said.
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“John!” cried his wife, throwing her
arms around him and smiling. “We
have great news for you! Little Liam
found this purse of gold on the road
this morning! You’ll never have to go
away to work again!”

“And who do you think it belonged
to?” asked John.

“Why, it must be the squire’s. He came
riding by this way this morning. But he
has so much money, John—I'm sure
he wont miss it!” said his wife.

Remembering the gentleman’s advice
about honesty being the best policy,
John begged his wife to return the
purse to the squire.

That evening, the whole family went
up to the squire’s house and, when
they handed over his lost gold, he
was truly touched by their honesty.

“I'm in need of an honest man like you,
John,” said the squire and, to thank
them, he offered John a well-paid job
looking after his farm and he gave the
family a sturdy stone house to live in.
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The clever brother smiled smugly, as
he loved solving riddles, but the not-
so-bright brother despaired.

“Don’t worry, Father,” said his daughter,
Anastasia. “I'll help you.” And so she
whispered the answers in his ear.

For the king’s first riddle, he asked the
brothers to name the fastest thing in
the world. The clever brother smiled
and said, “A peregrine falcon!” But the
stupid brother, taking his daughter’s
advice, answered, “The mind.”

For the king’s second riddle, he asked
them to name the heaviest thing in

the world. The clever brother laughed
and said, “Iron!” But the stupid brother
said, “Fire, because nobody can lift it.”

For the king’s final riddle, he asked
the two to name the most important
thing in the world. The clever brother
answered, “Money, of course!” But
the stupid brother answered, “The
ground, for without it, we’d have
nothing to stand on.”

Impressed by the wisdom of the
stupid brother, King Demetrius
awarded him the good land and ;
asked him how he got his answers.
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As the brother was too honest to lie,
he confessed that his daughter,
Anastasia, had helped him.

Anastasia, who was hiding behind
her father, introduced herself to the
king, who was so impressed by her
wisdom that he asked her to marry
him—and she happily agreed.

On the day of their wedding, King
Demetrius issued a strange warning
to his new bride.

“I do admire your clever mind, but |
must ask you not to meddle in affairs
of the crown. If you interfere, | will
have to send you home. | hope this
never happens, but if it does, you

may take one thing from the palace
with you—the thing you value most.”

A few weeks later, the new queen
was walking by the stables when she
saw a thief steal a saddle from his
neighbor’s horse. The owner spotted
him and a loud argument broke out.

“This is a matter for the king!” they
cried, but Queen Anastasia stepped
forward and named the rightful owner,
ending the dispute there and then.

When King Demetrius discovered
what had happened, he was upset
that his new wife had meddled in his
affairs. With a heavy heart, he said
she could no longer be his queen.

For Anastasia’s last meal with the
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John was very pleased that he had listened to the
gentleman’s wise words—his new job and new
home were worth far more than twelve guineas.

That evening, he and his family decided to
celebrate their good luck by eating the cakes
the gentleman had given him before he set out.
But, when he broke each cake in half to share
among his family, he was astonished to see

six guineas fall out of the center of each one!

Guineas are an old type
of coin made of gold. They
stopped being made in 1814.
In today’s money, a guinea is
worth about $1.31. It doesn’t

sound a lot, but 200 years
ago, 12 guineas was a

With his new job, new home and money, lotifmaney!

John never wished for anything again—and it

&

was all thanks totfollowing some good advice. /
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The Clever Queen

ot so long ago in Greece, there were two brothers—one was
very clever and the other was quite foolish—and they
inherited a large plot of land.

Half of the land was rich and green and the other half was
stony and impossible to farm. Because of this, the two
brothers couldn’t agree how to divide the land.

Tired of arguing with each other, they went to

King Demetrius to ask for his advice.

The king decided to test the
brothers with some riddles, and
he decreed that the brother who
gave the best answers would
win the good half of the land.

0
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Can you find the king’s _ Z
riddle book hiding
in the pictures?
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“First, never take a shortcut when the
main road lies ahead. Second, never
lodge in a house where an old man is
married to a young woman. Finally,
always remember that honesty is the
best policy. You will find this advice is
worth far more than twelve guineas.”

John was a bit upset to get advice
rather than money after all his hard
work, but the gentleman gave him a
guinea for his travels and two cakes.

“Be sure to save these two cakes until
you get home,” said the gentleman.

Early the next morning, John set off

for Ireland. He hadn’t gone far, when
he met a peddler. The two men got
on well, so they decided to keep
each other company.

As the sun began to set, they
reached a shortcut leading through
the woods to the next town. The
peddler tried to persuade John to
take the shortcut, but John recalled
the gentleman’s advice and, though
his feet ached, he chose to stay on
the main road. The two friends
parted, agreeing to meet up at aninn
in the next town.
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Good Advice

imes were hard in Ireland and poor John Carson was forced
to leave his wife and two young children to seek work in
England.

Once there, he found work on the farm of an English gentleman, where John
worked hard all year for the promise of twelve guineas at the end of it. When the
year was over, his employer was very sorry to see him go.

“John, I'd like to make you an offer,” said the gentleman. “Instead of twelve

guineas, I'll give you something worth far more than your wage. Would you like
to take my offer or take the money?”

John Carson trusted his master, so he decided to accept his offer.

“Listen carefully,” said the gentleman. “For | have some good advice for you.”
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When John arrived at the inn, the
peddler was nowhere to be seen, so
he booked a room and settled down
for some supper. As he was eating,
an old man came out of the kitchen
and gave orders to his staff. A few
minutes later, a woman young
enough to be his daughter came in,

calling the old man a useless buffoon.

“Who is that young woman?” John
asked a servant.

“It's the old landlord’s wife,” sighed
the servant. “And he hasn’t had a
day’s peace since they married!”

Remembering the gentleman’s advice,
John got up to leave but, as he did so,
he met his peddler friend at the door,
looking bruised and battered. He had
been robbed on his shortcut.

John was sorry to see his friend in
such a state and begged him not to
sleep at the inn, but the peddler really
needed rest and decided to stay.

John settled down to sleep in a
nearby stable but, in the early hours,
he was woken by the voices of the
young landlady and a strange man,
plotting to murder the old landlord.
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