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A Story from the Zara & Friends Collection

By Marc Silver

For every child who quietly notices.

And for every child who chooses to sit down and listen.
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Every morning,
Zara went to school
ready to discover
something new.
She loved learning.
She loved asking questions.
She loved finding surprises
where she didn’t expect them.
But the thing
she looked forward to most...
was recess!
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Math ended.
Science ended.
History ended.
Then...
RING!
The recess bell echoed
through the classroom.
Children hurried
for the door.
Including Zara.
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The kickball game
was already starting.
The jump rope
was already turning.
The best climbing spot
was already taken.
Zara slowed down.
She looked around.
And that was when
she saw him.
A boy sitting by himself
in a wheelchair.
Writing in a small
red notebook.
And smiling to himself...
just slightly...
as though the playground
had whispered
something funny.
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Zara walked closer.

“Hi,” she said with a smile.

The boy looked up.

“Hi,” he said back.

“I’m Zara. What are you writing?”

He smiled. “Just ideas.”

“Ideas for what?”

Mateo shrugged.

“Stories. Jokes. Maybe both.”

Zara grinned. “I like that.”
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Zara stayed beside Mateo. 

There was something about
the little red notebook
that made her curious. 
“So what kinds of things
do you notice?” 
Mateo looked across
the playground. 
“People,” he said. 

Zara smiled.
“Like what?” 
Mateo grinned. 

“Mostly...
the funny things.”
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Zara sat beside Mateo.

For a moment, they simply
watched the playground
together.
Then Zara smiled.

“So... what’s the funniest thing
you’ve noticed today?”
Mateo looked across
the playground.
A grin spread across his face.

“I’ll show you.”
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Whoosh!

Three seconds later...
he was laughing
and running right back
to the end of the line.
Zara laughed.

“You’re right!”

Mateo laughed too.

“I know.”

[image: ]
Mateo turned
another page.
Thing I Noticed #15

“Whenever someone
kicks a ball over
the fence, everybody
suddenly becomes
an expert at giving
directions.”
Just then, a ball sailed
over the fence.
“To the left!”
shouted one child.
“No! Your other left!”
shouted another.
Mateo grinned.

“See? Experts.”
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Thing I Noticed #17

During recess, a group of kids
was playing tag.
Every time someone got
“tagged,” they said,
“I wasn’t ready!”
Then they ran right back
and did it again.
Mateo laughed.

“I guess ‘not ready’
just means ‘try again
as soon as possible.’”
Zara smiled.

“That’s a very good
observation. And kind of true
for a lot of things.”
Mateo grinned.

“Exactly. Falling down
is just part of getting
back in the game.”
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Mateo turned
another page.
Thing I Noticed #16

“The playground has
a strange rule.”
Zara leaned closer.

“What rule?”

“When someone shouts,
‘Don’t look!’...”
Mateo paused.

“...everybody looks!”

Just then, a child shouted,

“Don’t look!”

Every head turned.

Zara burst out laughing.

“You did it too!”
Mateo said.
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Mateo opened
his notebook.
Thing I Noticed #29

“Everybody says,
‘I’m coming!’”
He paused.

“But nobody says
WHEN!”
Rosa burst out laughing.

Daniel came over.

Then Dawn.

Soon
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