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FOREWORD




 


I never thought I would be the only
one in my group of my friends to know how to access most of
Amazon.com features. It was like my own little secret and I was in
my own little world.

 


Eventually, friends (and almost
complete strangers) would ask me how to setup their US Amazon.com
account, as well as Kindle (eBook) accounts.

 


Slowly the people around me,
especially those refused to accept Amazon.com into their lives,
including my own daughter began to accept Amazon.com. For your
information, my daughter refused to accept the use of my Kindle,
until one day, she had forgotten to bring her reading books on a
long travel trip.

 


When I started writing my own
series of books, I realized that Amazon.com is on a destined path
that will truly help the rest of the world. Amazon.com will enrich
our lives with new experiences, knowledge and provide us new
opportunities.

 


I know what you are thinking - how
did this book get on a non-Amazon platform?! You can say good
things come round.

 


It is my mission to get as many
people as I can to start embracing Amazon.com, to read Kindle
eBooks and more importantly, to start writing their own books.

 


This book is a first step book to
help everyone in that direction.

 


Here’s a fun fact for you: Did you
know that in Iceland (population of 300,000) has more writers, more
books published and more books read, per head, than anywhere else
in the world.

 


http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-24399599

 



http://publishingperspectives.com/2013/10/iceland-a-nation-of-readers-and-writers/

 


Imagine that and imagine what would
happen if we all take a step in that direction.

 


Writing and Writers change the
world.


INTRODUCTION
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Amazon.com first opened in 1995 and
has made tremendous progress to a point, it now dominates the
world’s book market - amongst many other things. Amazon.com has
separate retail websites for the different countries:

 


United States

United Kingdom

France

Ireland

Canada

Germany

Netherlands

Italy

Spain

Australia

Brazil

Japan

China

India

Mexico

 


Amazon is expected to expand to
other countries especially Southeast Asia.

 


People all over the world can buy a
huge variety of items from Amazon.com. You can say Amazon.com is
similar to eBay.com but there are no auctions, and you can buy from
Amazon.com (or Amazon 3rd party sellers) without worrying about
being scammed on the other end. Amazon.com provides an “A-to-z
guarantee claim protection” for purchases from Amazon 3rd party
sellers (subject to conditions).


WHY A US
AMAZON.COM ACCOUNT?




 


Why would you need an Amazon
account, let alone a US Amazon.com account?

 


Why don’t you check it out?
Amazon.com - it’s a huge online store - gargantuan is the right
word.

 


You can easily setup an Amazon
account with an international address, and shop at either
amazon.com or the other amazon sites but you may have difficulty
getting items shipped, as well as difficulty obtaining digital
products - such as eBooks (Kindle), digital games, Apps and online
videos. There are many items which are only available on the
Amazon.com (USA) website. The US Amazon website has the most
premium products and of course, not to mention digital products
such as Kindle eBooks.

 


Okay, here comes the magic word -
there are more FREE (yes, FREE - not a misprint here) items on the
Amazon.com website - FREE usually refers to digital products such
as eBooks etc.

 


The best offers tend to be for the
US clients.

 


In this book, I will go through the
usual steps on setting up a US Amazon.com account.


FIRST THINGS
FIRST




 


First things first, you need to
make sure you have a good email address.

 


What do I mean by a good email
address? Your email address should not have the country code for
example aammton@company.fr - which would show that I am actually
based in France.

 


An email address from an
international and yet US-based website such as Gmail (Google) or
Hotmail (MSN) is the first thing you need to have. Just register
and setup an email address with them (if you don’t already have
one).
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USE A DESKTOP OR
LAPTOP
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I have had friends who tried to
create their Amazon US account/s from their mobile phones and
tablets and have had huge problems as they could not access the US
website.

 


The best thing is to use a desktop
or a laptop - you can also use a Virtual Private Network or VPN
(more details later in this book)

 



BUT I DON'T LIVE
IN THE US


 


I used to think
that I could not order anything since I don’t live in the US. And
then one day, I found out about ‘mail-forwarding’ and
‘package-forwarding’ services such as http://www.myus.com.
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MyUS.com provides a
package-forwarding service for as little as a US$10 setup fee -
correct at time of print - and provide you with a US postal
address. You can say it is like a mailbox but the address does not
indicate it is a mailbox i.e. no P.O. Box. You can get premium
services which allow you to receive mail as well as cheaper
international freight shipping rates.

 


One interesting thing about
MyUS.com is that they provide you with a local US phone number -
this helps with registering with Amazon.com as well as other US
(shopping) sites.

 


If you don’t want
to pay anything and just require a postal US address, another
company that provides a similar service is called
http://www.ipsparcel.com.
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After you register with the company
and verify your email address, they will email you a customized US
postal address for you to send your packages etc.

.

There are many other mail and
package forward providers in the US. Signing up with any one of
them will help you purchase from any shopping website such as eBay,
Ralph Lauren, Banana Republic, Coach etc.

 


You can now put your USA address as
your shipping address, and
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