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The Technobox


It was June 8th and Lance Hardy was celebrating his 14th birthday with his best friends Tommy, Jaden, Miguel by playing the brand-new football video game in his den.

"Happy birthday amigo", said Miguel.

"Thanks Miguel. I appreciate the presents you guys. A new Madden NFL 2k23 from you, a mint condition Michael Jackson Thriller CD from Jaden and a WWE Championship replica from Tommy. What more can I guy ask for?", Zhane said excitedly.

Then the boys heard the doorbell.

"Could one of you get the door. I'm in the zone right now and Tommy doesn't stand a chance".

"No, it's your house", said Jaden.

"Please it's a Patriots vs Jets match, and I don't wanna lose this game", Lance pleaded.

The doorbell ranged again

"Dude just pause it", said Miguel.

"Ugh fine I'll get it. The game is lagging anyway. Make sure Tommy doesn't cheat".

"Hey", yelled Tommy.

Lance opened the door and was shocked to see a black futuristic drone hovering over his doorstep.

"What in the world".

The drone flew away and Lance looked down to see a blue box covered in silver stars with a lightning bolt in the middle.

Lance stared at the mysterious box and saw his name addressed to it.

"This is for me?"
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Lance struggled to open it as he walked back in.

"Who was at the door? And what's with the wonder woman box", asked Jaden.

"No one. Just some weird drone that dropped off this box, but it won't open".

"Well, who sent it to you", asked Jaden.

"It didn't say".

"Hey, are we gonna finish our game or what", Tommy asked.

"Chill dude. Don't you wanna know what's inside", asked Miguel.

"Not really. Right now, I just wanna kick Lance's butt in Madden. We can see what's inside later".

"Can I see it for a minute Lance", said Jaden.

"Sure, be my guest".

Jaden tried to open the box himself but couldn't. He then got a screwdriver and tried to pry it open but to no success.

"Dang this sucker is sealed".

He shook the box and heard something rattling in it.

"Well, there is definitely something inside", said Lance

"Wow we're seriously paying more attention to a dumb box than playing NFL huh", Tommy said scornfully.

"Oh, come on Tommy. A fancy box like this could have gold, jewels or cold hard cash inside", said Miguel.

"Yeah right".

"Hey if it's one of those things I'll split it with all of you", said Lance.

Tommy's face lit up.

"Really", he asked.

"Duh, it wouldn't be a happy birthday if I was the only one enjoying what was inside".

Tommy shot up from his seat and grabbed the box from Miguel.

"Well, what are we waiting for? Let's get this bad boy open", he exclaimed.

"We'll pull from both ends", said Lance.

The four boys pulled the blue box from opposite sides with all their might. Then suddenly the box became hot like fire and the boys flung it to the wall.

"Aahh", screamed Jaden.

"Hot, hot, hot", yelled Lance.

"What kind of box is that? Did we hit an on switch or something", asked Tommy.

"Um guys, there's sparks coming from the box", said Miguel nervously.

Lance, Tommy, Miguel and Jaden stared at the box that was reacting like firecrackers. Soon they heard thunder pounding and wind screeching like crazy.
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"How can there be thunder and wind? It's clear as day outside", said Jaden.

"I'm getting really scared now guys", said Tommy.

Sparks of red, blue, green, and silver lightning swirled around the den. The sparks formed into animal shapes resembling a Jaguar, a Wolf, an Eagle and a Rhino.

The lightning bolts struck the four boys, and a twister of electricity sucked them into the box.

Lance's Mom walked in from the front door with his birthday cake from Publix.

"Alright who's ready for some birthday...cake. Now where did those boys go?"

Lance and his friends were free falling through a seemingly endless pit that resembled computer software.

"This is scary and awesome at the same time", yelled Tommy.

"So, you call free falling to our deaths awesome", asked Lance.

"Oh yeah I didn't realize that".

The four boys fell through a portal and landed in a futuristic world with each one wearing armor that was the same color as the lightning bolts that struck them.
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"Where in the world are we", asked Miguel.

"I don't think we're in our world Miguel", Jaden replied.

"It looks like the Quantum Realm from the Avengers", said Tommy.

"Hey, I don't know about you guys, but I am digging the silver armor", said Jaden.

"That freaky box must have brought us here. We just need to figure out how to get home", said Lance.

"Well how do you propose we do that brainiac", asked Tommy.

The box suddenly fell from the air and hit Tommy on the head.

"Ow", he yelled.
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Jaden, Lance and Miguel snickered at their friend's misfortune.

"It's not funny. What is this thing anyway", asked Tommy.

"It is called the Techobox."

A white female robot appeared behind the boys.

"Who are you", asked Lance.

"I am Star. That device you hold is called the Techobox it is what brought you to the Cyberzone."

"The Cyberzone", Jaden said confusingly.

"I believe it is called the internet in your world", said Star.

"Wait your saying we've been sucked into the internet", asked Tommy.

"Precisely".

"Guys don't you realize we're face to face with a real live robot", Miguel said excitedly.

"Technically I am a digitized program of artificial intelligence called a Sentinoid", said Star.

"So, you're a living computer program. But why are we here and how do we get home", asked Lance.

"A being named Dynamo threatens to infect the entire internet with a malware that will devastate every computer system around the world, including the Pentagon. Even firewalls can't stop him because he has the unusual ability to eat them. That is why the drone delivered the Technobox to your house because it detected your skills in technology and the Cybeast that all four of you possess", said Star.

"So, we were brought here to fight a computer virus", asked Jaden.

"Well, this isn't how I imagined my birthday to play out", said Lance.

"Nope, there is no way I'm about to be deleted by a freaking virus", said Tommy.

"Now guys hold on. If the internet is at risk of being wiped out by a computer code eating virus and we were chosen to stop it, then we need to do that", said Miguel.

"Come to think of it. That would explain why our phones and the game we were playing would lag like crazy", Lance.

"I must inform you that the Technobox is the only way you can return to your world. But Dynamo is absorbing data and spreading his virus as we speak," said Star.

"Great so we're stuck here until we beat this guy", said Tommy.

"Star you mentioned something called a Cybeast. What's that", asked Jaden

"They are your digital spirits. The Technobox granted you their power when all four of you opened it together".

"So, the lightning that struck us were the Cybeasts", said Miguel.

"Yes. Miguel, you have the Red Eagle, and your weapon is the Eagle Ax. Tommy, you have the Green Rhino, your weapon is the Rhino Hammer. Jaden, you have the Silver Jaguar, your weapon is the Jaguar Scythe. And Lance you have the Blue Wolf, your weapon is the Wolf Blade".
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"Gotta say this beats Madden by a longshot. But I'm still not sure if I wanna go face to face with a virus", said Tommy.

"Tommy if this thing infects the internet that means no more video games, YouTube or TikTok", said Miguel.
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Tommy's eyes stretched in surprised.

"Let's not waste any more time Star, we have a mission".

"Where is this Dynamo guy anyway", asked Lance.

"In his kingdom: Mount Viro. That is where his absorbing the internet's data.

"How do we get there", asked Jaden.

"The Technobox has just enough power to grant you vehicles. It will be drained after that so you must delete Dynamo to restore its full strength".

Star focused her mind on the Technobox, as it began to glow and create hovercars out of pure data for the team.

"Sweet we get to drive before we turn 16", said Miguel.

Suddenly a giant earthquake happened and created a huge rift in the ground.

"Whoa earthquakes even happen in internet", said Tommy.

"Dynamo's virus is depleting the Cyberzone as we speak. Please you must hurry and stop him", said Star.

"Don't worry Star we'll bust this virus", said Lance.

"The Technobox is computer data now and it's infected by the malware. We beat Dynamo, its power is restored, and we go home", said Miguel.

"Well, what are we waiting for? Let's save the internet", exclaimed Jaden.

"Be warned, this is no video game. The danger you face in
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