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Chapter 1 Orcus

On board Snowstorm, Violet and Antoni waited for permission to land. The spaceship orbited Orcus with a view of its moon Vanth. Orcus was still a small colony with mostly women. As Violet and Antoni watched their viewscreen they cuddled and talked about the upcoming interview.

“Vi, how many people are you going to interview this time?”

“I think it’s just thirteen people this time, unless we get any surprise visits or calls from others.”

He smiled. “That’s a baker’s dozen of people.”

She laughed.

“Wasn’t Orcus a punisher of oath breakers?”

“Yes, he was.”

“And Vanth was a winged lady who escorted the newly dead?”

“Yes, she was.”

“Hmm. I wonder why the planet is Orcus and the moon is called Vanth.”

“Probably wanting to honor an old Earth god and goddess. Sometimes it’s hard to tell with scientists.”

They laughed as they watched the view of Orcus and Vanth.

“Or all the people you’re interviewing human?”

“Mostly. I think Queen Della is a were like you.”

“Oh?”

“Yeah. I stumbled across that doing my research. I couldn’t confirm it for sure, but I know we’ll find out if it’s true.”

“Because I’ll know by the way she smells.”

“And she’ll know about you too.”

“At least it’s fair.”

She smiled.

“Is there a spaceport on this planet?”

“No. Orcus is too small and they don’t want a lot of people coming and going. Or at least that’s how the colony was originally set up.”

“I hope there’s enough space for our ship to land safely.”

“There should be. Their cities aren’t that big and are enclosed in domes. So, we’ll land outside of the capital, I expect.”

“That doesn’t sound so bad. Eris has domes for the cities, and the trains travel across the surface without any domes. Looks like Orcus is set up that way too.”

“Oh, interesting. So, a train wreck could be fatal.”

“Well, yes, but fortunately, our trains are maintained well and constantly monitored and repaired to keep them from wrecking.”

“Do you want to go back to Eris?”

“Yes, someday, but it can wait until you’re done traveling around.”

“Actually, I was thinking of going to Eris next. We can do some digging into your family history.”

He gasped. “That would be great. I always wondered who killed my family and friends and did hear of a weird story about my mother being in an insane asylum.”

“We’ll look into it. I know the authorities still don’t know who destroyed and killed all the people of Cat Falls. So, we’ll do it after this.”

“Sounds good to me.”


Chapter 2 Landing

Captain Whitfield stood on the bridge to face Queen Della on the viewscreen.

“Welcome, Snowstorm crew. You may land near our capital. Then we will extend a tunnel to allow you to visit our city.”

“Thank you, Queen Della. I’m sure you know the reason for our visit?”

“Yes, Ms. Violet Mineur is going to interview us and write up a piece about our little colony.”

The captain nodded. “That is correct. I presume you don’t have a problem with that?”

“Not at all. Ms. Mineur is an excellent journalist and sticks to the facts as she should. She doesn’t judge anyone and just presents them as they are.”

“Very well. Begin landing procedures and land at the designated coordinates.”

“Captain, there’s another spaceship nearby.”

“Then be careful.”

Della said, “That’s Alia and Laela’s ship. You should have enough room to land. Captain Whitfield, your crew is welcome to come and visit our capital known as Delphi. We will feed all of you.”

Captain Whitfield smiled. “Thank you, we will take you up on your offer. I’m sure the crew will appreciate some shore leave.”

Her image winked out and the landing commenced. It seemed to take forever for Snowstorm to land, but when it was down on the planet, there was plenty of space between it and the other spaceship.

Captain Whitfield announced to the crew, “Attention, we have landed on Orcus. As you know, Ms. Mineur and Mr. Winchester will be conducting some interviews. Queen Della has invited the rest of us to visit and has offered to feed us all. So, you are allowed to take a little break from the ship and explore  Delphi, the capital city of Orcus, but we’re letting Ms. Mineur and Mr. Winchester out of the airlock first.”

There was lots of cheering throughout the ship. Violet and Antoni smiled and unstrapped themselves. They soon left their quarters to meet the captain at the airlock.

He was standing there waiting for them. Others were waiting in the hallways, but they held back to allow Violet and Antoni to go first.

Captain Whitfield smiled. “Any adventure this time?”

Violet smiled. “Probably nothing more than interviewing everyone. No sign of any other spaceships in the area?”

The captain shook his head. “Not that we’re aware of. There’s only one that we know has a cloaking device and I’m pretty sure they’d let us know if they were here.”

That ship was known as Starlover and its crew had already been interviewed by Violet. They had no problem with her or the crew of Snowstorm.

Violet nodded. “Then we should be safe this time.”

Antoni looked out the the window in the airlock. “They are pretty fast with that tunnel.”

Captain Whitfield nodded. “Yes, it’s quite impressive. Looks like none of us have to wait very long to walk through that.”

Paul looked through the window of the airlock once she had the tunnel connected. She smiled at everyone and gave them a thumbs up. The airlock light turned green. The captain opened it.

Paul said, “Welcome to Orcus. If you will follow me, everyone is waiting at the town square.”

Violet and Antoni stepped into the tunnel and followed Paul. There was a faint hint of music in the air. There was a delay before anyone from the crew entered the tunnel. No one said anything until they reached the other airlock. They all stepped inside the domed city to see a fountain with several people standing in front of it including several musicians making live music.

The fountain was quite large and impressive. It featured Orcus holding two skull staves with water coming out of the skulls. He was in the center of the fountain. There was a pillar above him with Vanth on top. Her wings were large and water came out of her head. It was quite the sight with people standing before it.

Paul walked over to her wife and then turned to face Violet and Antoni. “This is our town square. We just recently added the fountain.” She gestured towards Della. “This is our Queen Della and her consort Dello. Next to them are Alia and Laela. The lady next to me is my wife Lila. This is Teo. And these are our children, Kim, Judi and Johni. Oh, I am Paul.”

Violet and Antoni nodded to each person.

Della said, “Welcome to Orcus. This is our capital city which we named Delphi. We don’t have many other cities around the planet yet. We’re still quite small, but we are doing well with those who are here. Many of the children who came here years ago now have grown up and now contribute to the colony. As you know, we don’t have a spaceport and that tends to hinder how many people who come and visit us. Or even those who decide to stay for a time.”

Violet asked, “Have you considered building a spaceport?”

“We have thought about it, but we aren’t sure how many people will start coming on a regular basis. So far, we usually just have a few visitors that tell us when they are coming and some who agree to help out with the colony for a specific period of time. If we build a spaceport, we could have too many people at once and won’t be able to accommodate them as we have so far.”

Violet nodded. “Yes, I can see that. You’d need more people living here who could help the new people either as tourists or as new colonists.”

Della nodded. “Yes, and I don’t know when we will have enough of people living here to know for sure.” She paused to see the crew of Snowstorm walking around the square. “Actually, we’re using your visit as a test for us to see if we could handle it. We knew
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