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Chapter 1 A SPECIAL PROJECT

Henry Heckelbeck was thrilled because it was Friday. And Friday meant no homework until Monday. Woooo!

Then his teacher, Ms. Mizzle, made an announcement.
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She said, “Class, I am going to assign a very special science project!”

Henry looked over at his best friend, Dudley Day. Both boys knew “special project” meant “homework.” And they were both right.

Ms. Mizzle smiled. “I think you’ll like this one. We are going to build robots!”
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The class gasped, and everyone began talking until Ms. Mizzle whistled through her fingers. The class buzz stopped.
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“You have one week to build your robot,” she said.

“Can we make the robot however we want?” asked Adia Ackers.

Ms. Mizzle nodded. “Yes! Use any materials you’d like. Have fun! Be creative!”

[image: Image]

Dudley raised his hand. “May we even use CANDY?”

“And Popsicle sticks?” asked somebody else.
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“What if we wanted to make an animal robot?” blurted another student.

Ms. Mizzle laughed. “Yes to all your questions!”

The bell rang. Chairs scraped across the floor.
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“Get started this weekend!” Ms. Mizzle called over the noise. “And we will talk about your plans on Monday.”

[image: Image]

Henry and Dudley walked to their cubbies.

“I might make a soccer ball robot,” said Dudley. “What about you?”

Henry shrugged. “I’m not sure yet.”

The boys grabbed their backpacks and gave each other a high five.

The weekend had officially begun!
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Chapter 2 NO BOT

When Henry got home, he kicked off his shoes and dropped his backpack with a thump.

I should make a robot to put my stuff away! he thought.

“Hi, Henry!” called Mom.

She was sitting with his sister, Heidi, at the kitchen table. They were working on something.
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“Mom got us a new family puzzle,” Heidi said.

Mom held up a pirate puzzle box. “Arr, help us find the edges, matey!”
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Henry sat down and picked through the pieces.

Suddenly Dad walked in with takeout from Burger Burgers. It was one of Henry’s favorite restaurants.

“Who wants to have burgers for Friday Night Movie Night?” Dad cheered.

Everyone did! So Henry grabbed a plate and thought, Tomorrow. I’ll work on my robot project tomorrow.
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Cheereep! Cha-deep!
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Sparrows sang outside Henry’s window. His eyes winked open as he sat up and yawned. Ribbons of sunlight streamed across his blanket.

It’s robot time! he thought.

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

Then Henry’s bedroom door creaked open. It was Heidi.

“Dad made WAFFLES!”

Clunk! She shut the door, and then cracked it open again.

“With WHIPPED CREAM!”
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Clunk! She shut the door again and then cracked it open again.

“But he BROKE the toaster!”

As the sweet smell of waffles seeped into the room, Henry’s belly rumbled.

[image: Image]

“I can’t build a robot on an empty stomach!” he said out loud.

Henry bolted downstairs to the kitchen, where Dad set waffles onto plates and swirled whipped cream over everything.
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“So, I have to build a robot for school!” Henry said as he sat at the table.

“What kind?” Dad asked.

Henry licked the back of his fork. “One that will fly me around the WORLD!”

Heidi laughed. “How long do you have to build it?” she asked.

“Um, one week,” Henry said before taking a big bite.

Heidi raised an eyebrow. “Good luck with THAT!”
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Mom rested her hand on Henry’s shoulder. “I’m sure you’ll find the perfect robot idea,” she said, “but you’ll have to find it outside. It’s too nice a day to spend inside.”
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So after breakfast Henry played soccer in the backyard with his sister. Then they cleaned the playhouse, ate lunch, and read books in the shade.
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When the day finally turned to night, Henry hadn’t thought about robot ideas at all.
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Chapter 3 STILL NO BOT

Today is the day I start my ROBOT project! Henry told himself on Sunday morning.

But Aunt Trudy had other plans. She sailed in the back door with a bag of groceries.

“Brunch is here!” she sang as her red braid swished behind her. “I’m making eggs Benedict!”

Then she pulled out a board game. “And while I’m cooking, we’ll play Candy Rush!”

Oh yeah, Henry thought. Brunch and board games had become a Sunday tradition at the Heckelbeck house. How could he forget?
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Candy Rush was like Bingo with candy. If you match five candies in a row, you win.

Aunt Trudy shuffled the cards as the others took their candy boards.
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As she read each card aloud, Aunt Trudy also kept cooking brunch. Of course, it helped that she was magic.
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Henry and Heidi were tied with four candy matches. Aunt Trudy said, “Time-out, everyone! Brunch is served!”

The plates floated over to the table, and the family sat down to eat.

After brunch Aunt Trudy took Henry and Heidi to their favorite toy store, The Enchanted Forest. She bought them each a fortune-telling fish. The kids placed the thin plastic red fish on the palms of their hands.
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“Look! The fish’s head and tail are curling!” cried Henry.

Heidi looked at the key to the fortune-telling fish. “That means you’re in LOVE.”
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Henry scrunched his face. “EW! Well, the fish is telling me you are totally WRONG.”

That made everyone laugh.
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On the ride home Henry still hadn’t thought of a robot idea. He looked out the window.

“Look! That cloud looks like a robot!” he cried.

Heidi rolled her eyes. “Have you even started your robot project?”

“No,” Henry said quietly. “Not unless you count the robot cloud.”

Aunt Trudy looked at Henry in her rearview mirror. “When you get home, take some quiet time,” she said. “The idea will come to you, I’m sure.”
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Henry slid down in his seat and said, “I sure hope so.”
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Chapter 4 MEGABOT

Henry sat on his bed that night and listened for ideas. He wondered what they would sound like. Would they be loud or quiet? Then… Pippity! Pop! His ideas danced like popcorn!
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