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“O People of Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger making clear to you much of what you used to conceal of the scripture and overlooking much. There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear Book.”​[1] 

The history of religion from Adam to the late Israelite prophets was discussed in “The Mecca Bible”,​[2] and this book now continues the exploration by providing commentaries on prophets from the post-exilic period and the return to U’ra-es-Salam /ancient Jerusalem / Mecca. The focus will be on Zechariah, Yahya, Maryam, and Essa, the son of Maryam, all of whom were descendants of the Umran / Amram clan living in western Arabia in the sixth century BCE, taking into consideration the hypothesis developed by Dr. Kamal Salibi​[3], suggesting that Essa was a distinct religious figure from Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Additionally, it sheds light on two saints from the Jewish period in Palestine, namely John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth, and finally Muhammad (pbuh), the seal of messengers, mentioned in the scriptures as the Messiah, “Shiloh,” and the Prophet. 

Special attention will be given to the Injeel, the holy book of Essa mentioned in the Quran, which differs from the four well-known Gospels that focus on the life of Jesus Christ during the three years following his return to Palestine at the age of thirty. Furthermore, the book will illustrate on the significant Hawariyeen, the white-robed “Essenes” who supported Essa, the son of Maryam, in western Arabia during the first half of the fifth century BCE, and later migrated to Palestine, leaving behind a substantial collection of manuscripts discovered in eleven caves near the ruins of Qumran in the West Bank of Jordan in 1947. 

“Praise be to Allah who has guided us to this knowledge. Without His guidance, we would never have found such enlightenment”.​[4]

Muhammad Mustafa Mansur MD

November 20, 2023

The Oneness of God

Lebanese Bishop Gregory Haddad used to say, “As long as Christians believe there is no prophet after Jesus, and therefore doubt the prophethood of Muhammad, and Muslims believe that Christians’ belief in the Holy Trinity contradicts their belief in one God, we shall remain far from the constructive and meaningful interfaith dialogue that the Quran calls for. The Quran says, 

‘Say: ‘O people of the Scripture, come to a word that is equitable between us and you: that we will not worship except Allah and not associate anything with Him, and not take one another as lords instead of Allah.’ But if they turn away, then say: ‘Bear witness that we are Muslims, [submitting to Him].”​[5]

The goal here is to find common ground based on the absolute oneness of God. An attempt will be made to simplify these concepts and not get lost in semantics. Nowadays, Muslims and Jews do not differ on this issue, although in Muhammad’s time, they believed that Ezra was the son of God because he reproduced the lost Old Testament. They considered his interpretation of the Law of Moses as divine revelation and were appalled to learn that Muhammad ignored these beliefs. Furthermore, Muhammad changed the Qibla of prayer from Beit-al Maqdisi in Palestine to the Kaaba in Mecca, which some saw as a reason to disbelieve in him as a messenger of God. On the other hand, Muslims observed that certain phrases in the Old Testament seemed to conflict with monotheism, such as:


“Israel is my son.”​[6]

“I am a father of Israel.”​[7]


A significant goal should be to establish a common language that enables spiritual coexistence without disparaging each other’s beliefs and by adhering to the spirit of tolerance as guided by Islamic philosophy. This way, even those who may not fully accept this material will gain insight into what Muslims think about the Trinity.

The Four Realms

The Quran commences with Al-Fatiha, the vital opening chapter, also known as the Seven Dual Verses

“Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.”​[8]

The term “worlds” extends beyond the human world on this planet and encompasses additional dimensions, spanning from the lowest to the highest:


The world we inhabit and experience in our daily lives is referred to as “Nasut.”

The realm of angels, which we encounter in our dreams, is known as “Malakut.”

The world of power, also called the world of the Spirit and Command, “Jabarut,” and the world of Divine Names and Attributes. It is from this realm that revelations are sent to the prophets.

The world of the Absolute Divine Identity is called “Lahut.” This realm remains mysterious to messengers and even Archangels, transcending human comprehension and awareness. It is referenced in:


“And God cautions you of Himself”,​[9]

God Almighty is the only absolute who: 

‘Nothing resembles Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.’​[10]

It’s important to note that His hearing and knowing exist on a different scale, and in His superiority, He has dominion over inferior worlds: 

‘He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.’​[11]

There are numerous verses that emphasize His dominion over inferior worlds:

‘And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on earth. And ever is Allah, of all things, encompassing.’​[12]

‘My Lord encompasses all things in knowledge, so will you not remember?’​[13] 

This means, don’t you remember and contemplate this issue? This is what we are seeking: 

‘Say: ‘Shall I seek for (my) Cherisher other than Allah, when He is the Cherisher of all things that exist?”​[14]

‘But the God of you all is the One Allah; there is no god but Him. He comprehends all things in His knowledge.’​[15]

“Say: ‘In whose hand is the realm of all things, and He protects, while none can protect against Him – if you should know?’ ​[16]

‘So exalted is He in whose hand is the realm of all things, and to Him, you will be returned.”​[17]

“Unquestionably, they are in doubt about the meeting with their Lord. Unquestionably, He is, of all things, encompassing.’ ​[18]

‘Allah is He Who created seven firmaments and of the earth a similar number. Through the midst of them all descends His command so that you may know that Allah has power over all things and that Allah comprehends all things in His knowledge.”​[19]

This signifies that we exist in God’s image and are not overflows of His existence, as posited in Greek philosophy. In the case of an overflow, something is similar in kind and attribute, but this is not the case here, as nothing can be considered to have an absolute existence like Him. As mentioned in one Hadith: 

“God existed, and there was nothing beside Him.”

Some add, “And He is ever the same,” being the steadfast entity that never changes, while our existence is ephemeral compared to His. Muslims are entrusted to believe in all these worlds: 

“The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his Lord, and so have the believers. All of them have believed in Allah and His Angels and His books and His messengers, saying: ‘We make no distinction between any of His messengers.’ And they say: ‘We hear, and we obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destination.”​[20]

Believing in God is believing in the world of the Absolute. Believing in angels is believing in the Angelic World. Believing in scriptures is believing in the World of Power and Spirit, from which revelation is inspired. Believing in messengers and apostles is believing in the World of Humanity:

“Say: ‘Holy inspiration has brought it [Quran] down from thy Sustainer by stages, setting forth the truth, so that it might give firmness unto those who have attained to faith, and to provide guidance and glad tidings unto all who have surrendered themselves to God.’​[21]

‘The Trustworthy Spirit has brought it down upon your heart, [O Muhammad] – that you may be of the warners.’​[22]

‘[He is] the Exalted above [all] degrees, Owner of the Throne, He places the inspiration of His Command upon whom He wills of His servants to warn of the day of Meeting.’ ​[23]

‘And thus, have We, by Our Command, sent inspiration to you: you knew not (before) what Revelation was and what Faith was, but We have made the Quran a Light wherewith We guide such of Our servants as We will, and verily you do guide men to the Straight Way.’”​[24]

But Essa, the son of Maryam, had special attributes:

“[And mention] when the angels said: ‘O Mary, indeed Allah gives you good tidings of a word from Him, whose name will be the Messiah, Essa, the son of Maryam—distinguished in this world and the Hereafter, and among those brought near to Allah.’​[25]

“O People of Scripture, do not commit excess in your religion or say anything about Allah except the truth. The Messiah, Essa, the son of Mariam, was but a messenger of Allah and His word which He directed to Maryam and a soul [created at a command] from Him. So, believe in Allah and His messengers. And do not say, ‘Three,’ desist—it is better for you. Indeed, Allah is but one God. Exalted is He above having a son. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. And sufficient is Allah as disposer of affairs.”​[26]

“And We gave Essa, the son of Maryam, clear proofs and supported him with the Holy Spirit.”​[27]

One understands that the Holy Spirit was inherent to Essa:

“Essa said, ‘Indeed, I am the servant of Allah. He has given me the Scripture and made me a prophet. And He has made me blessed wherever I am and has enjoined upon me prayer and zakat as long as I remain alive. And [made me] dutiful to my mother, and He has not made me a wretched tyrant. And peace is on me the day I was born and the day I will die and the day I am raised alive. That is Essa, the son of Mariam, the word of truth about which they are in doubt.’”​[28]

Blessings are sent forth from the World of Spirit, the World of Divine Names and Attributes:

“Blessed is the name of your Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.”​[29]

“And this [Quran] is a Book We have revealed, which is blessed, so follow it and fear Allah that you may receive mercy.”​[30]

“And this Quran is a blessed message which We have sent down. Then are you with it unacquainted?”​[31]

“And this is a Book which We have sent down, blessed, and confirming what was before it.”​[32]

Blessing was inherent to Essa; his speech often carried words of revelation representing the words of God, as God did not speak to prophets directly but through angels (except for Moses). Essa’s body was on earth, but his heart was in the realm of the Spirit, Power, and Command. He was blessed wherever he went, with no divine incarnation. In Islam, an acceptable interpretation of “son of God” is that all humans are His children, in the sense that He is their Sustainer, like a shepherd. In a Hadith:

“Each of you is a shepherd, responsible for his flock. A man is a shepherd at home, and his family is his flock. A wife is a shepherdess at her husband’s house, and her family is her flock.”

The word “Rabb” was used by Joseph, the son of Jacob, for example, to mean master or lord in Arabic, not “god”:

“He said, ‘[I seek] the refuge of Allah. Indeed, he is my Rabb [master], who has made good my residence. Indeed, wrongdoers will not succeed.”​[33]

Rabb, as the idolized God, applies only to God Himself, and we worship Him alone, not His names or attributes. The Quran, which was revealed to Muhammad (pbuh) from the worlds of Spirit and Command, or Names and Attributes, is said to have dominion over previous scriptures, as it is more comprehensive, complete, and recent.

“Muhammad is not the father of any one of your men, but the Messenger of Allah and the last of the prophets. And Allah is Ever Knowing of all things.”​[34]

“Indeed, We have given you, [O Muhammad], a clear conquest, that Allah may forgive for you what preceded of your sin and what will follow, and complete His favor upon you, and guide you to a straight path.”​[35]

“This day I have perfected for you your religion, and completed My favor upon you, and have approved for you Islam as a religion.”​[36]

“And We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth, confirming that which preceded it in the Scripture and as a criterion over it. So, judge between them by what Allah has revealed, and do not follow their inclinations away from what has come to you of the truth. To each of you, We have prescribed a law and a method. Had Allah willed, He would have made you one nation [united in religion], but He intended to test you in what He has given you. So, race to all that is good. To Allah is your return altogether, and He will then inform you concerning that over which you used to differ.”​[37]

From Consciousness to Revelation

Definition

Consciousness is traditionally defined as the awareness of things within or outside oneself, encompassing states, objects, or facts. Within the self, as experienced in dreams, for instance, we can undergo emotional experiences that may stay with us throughout life. The Quran explores various states of human awareness, including sleep, revelation, death, the isthmus, the reckoning in the hereafter, and the eventual destinies of heaven or hell. Revelation, however, is a distinct state reserved for prophets, during which they encounter dimensions beyond the worldly realm. The Quran also alludes to a pre-earthly state of awareness that humans traversed before coming to this life:

“When your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], ‘Am I not your Lord?’ They said, ‘Yes, we have testified.’ [This] - lest you should say on the day of Resurrection, ‘Indeed, we were of this unaware.’”​[38]

It is worth noting that certain states of consciousness are beyond human control. For example, we do not fully comprehend the states of sleep and death, as stated in the Quran:

“It is God alone who holds the power to bring about the death of all human beings at their appointed time. During sleep, He causes those who have not yet died to experience a temporary state akin to death, withholding life from those for whom death has been decreed and allowing others to awaken for a predetermined period. In all of this, there are certainly profound messages for those who contemplate!​[39]

Here, sleep is described as a form of temporary death, during which one’s consciousness transitions from one state to another. In contrast, bodily death represents a permanent change in one’s awareness. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) expressed this by saying, ‘People are asleep and truly awaken at death,’ implying that awareness becomes sharper after death compared to life:

‘Indeed, you were heedless of this Day, but We have removed from you your cover, and your sight, this Day, is sharp.’​[40]

While it’s true that consciousness can be altered during transcendental meditation, hypnosis, or under the influence of psychedelic substances, these states never truly equate to the elevated states reached by prophets or saints. Islam encourages the development of consciousness through contemplation, which involves focusing on the natural world and, more importantly, on the inner self, while openly and secretly remembering God. Secret remembrance resembles transcendental meditation, leading to inner tranquility when internal balance is achieved. It’s as if the doors to a heavenly experience open in this life. Remembrance of God can be practiced individually or within a group, daily or at periodic intervals.

According to Muhammad Assad, Taqwa (Piety) involves a positive act, focusing our awareness on the constant presence of God and ensuring that every word and action is motivated by the intention to please Him, prioritizing love, and trust in Him over the fear of His wrath.

The Evolution of Human Awareness

A-Introduction 

How did human consciousness evolve, and how does it relate to the biological and social evolution of humans? The Quran supports the concept of natural selection and evolution, with no role assigned to chance, as the entire process is seen as guided by divine intervention. The scriptures mention that God created Heaven and Earth in six days, but these “days” are not necessarily of 24-hour duration; rather, they represent phases, each of which could have spanned billions of years. Evolution is frequently alluded to in the Quran:

“Say: ‘Go all over the earth and behold how wonderfully He has created man in the first instance...’” ​[41]

“And We made every living thing from water.”​[42] 

“And God raised you from the earth.” ​[43]

“And It is God who has created all animals out of water, and among them are those that crawl on their bellies, those that walk on two legs, and those that walk on four. God creates as He wills; indeed, God has the power to will anything.”​[44]

In our sense of time, evolution is an extremely slow process. By divine law, nature takes up to 40,000 years to make one step in brain development through genetic mutation, which is a long-time duration, considering that civilization began around 5000 years ago. Those humans, and humanoids before them, originated from a progenitor 4.5 million years ago, a fact supported by palaeontologic studies, and it is logical to think that a new “Adam” was appearing every 40,000 years, with his descendants struggling with the previous race until annihilation. In Qur’an:

“What is amiss with you that you cannot look forward to God’s majesty, while He has created you in stages”​[45] 

​[46]“And fear He who created you and the former creation”  

“And thy Sustainer alone is self-sufficient, limitless in his grace. If He so wills, He may put an end to you and thereafter cause whom He wills to succeed you – even as He has brought you into Being out of other people’s seed”.​[47]”  

“We who have created you, [O men:] why, then, do you not accept the truth? Have you seen that which you ejaculate? Is it you who created it- or are We the source of its creation? We have [indeed] decreed that death shall be [ever present] among you, and We are not to be outdone in that We will change your likeness and produce you in that [form] which you do not know. And you have already known the first creation, so will you not remember?”​[48] 

This is a reference to biological evolution arising from a mutation in chromosomes that carry heredity. Also:

​[49]“Verily We created mankind from a chain of clay”

This means a series of humanoids, the components of their bodies are like those of earth, because if the food and drink of men are from this earth, then their components must follow. A turning point in human evolution was the emergence of a species capable of “standing “on its feet (Homo Erectus): 

​[50]“We have certainly created man in the best of stature” 

Scientists estimate that this crucial step took place about two million years ago, because it freed the hands from the burden of anchoring on the ground during ambulation, thus allowing their use in other functions. And the more manual capabilities improved, the larger the brain became, to keep up with the new tasks, including body language. Over two million years, the area controlling the right-hand function in the human brain became equivalent in size to those controlling the rest of the body organs combined.

B-Genesis of Human Awareness

By divine design, the area controlling hand function in the human brain is adjacent to areas of speech, hearing, and comprehension of sounds. As the hand area developed, so did the neighboring areas related to mental processes, emotions, and consciousness, involving the cerebral cortex, limbic system, and reticular system.

Over time, human consciousness evolved from higher primates, perceiving themselves as part of the environment, to independent entities capable of thought and imagination. The ability to symbolize thoughts with hand signs, later associated with vocal sounds and pure words, enabled the expression of intentions. Crucially, this evolution allowed the transfer of information from generation to generation, accumulating experience, and knowledge. The emergence of human consciousness, marked by a breath of Divine Spirit, is underscored in the Quran:

“And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels, ‘I will create a human being out of clay from an altered black mud, and when I have proportioned him and breathed into him of My Spirit, then fall down to him in prostration.’ ​[51]

“And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels: ‘Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive authority.’ They said: ‘Will You place upon it one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your praise and sanctify You?’ Allah said: ‘Indeed, I know that which you know not.’​[52]

The Quran further confirms the existence of humanoids before humans, marking a pivotal moment when Homo Sapiens asserted dominance on Earth around 30,000 years ago.

Quotations:


“And He taught Adam the names- all of them. Then He showed them to the angels and said, ‘Inform Me of the names of these, if you are truthful.

They said, ‘Exalted are You, we have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing, the Wise.’​[53]


The timeline of human speech remains uncertain, estimated by scientists between 70,000 and 300,000 years ago. The acquisition of human awareness and spoken language widened the gap between humans and the animal kingdom, leading to human dominance over other creatures.

C-In Primitive Societies:

Primitive societies lead simple lives, accepting occurrences without overthinking alternatives or considering the future. Their language is less complex, with some tribes having as few as 25 words. The simplicity extends to their daily lives, remaining content within their environment and resisting change. Any member exposed to the outside world may disrupt the community’s peace, either leaving voluntarily or being expelled.

Moving to the modern world brings challenges, placing individuals at the lower echelons of society. While they strive for a better life for their children, they may never experience well-being. Meanwhile, their original communities continue to live in peace and tranquility.

D-Middle East Transition:

The Middle East, largely desert regions, saw a shift from nomadic to settled life encouraged by oil wealth. The first settlers faced psychological challenges, adjusting from a proud, nomadic existence to being at the bottom of the social hierarchy. Although provided with amenities by the government, the yearning for the old, simple life persists.

The mention of Adam’s earthly paradise and expulsion symbolizes the transition from collecting in virgin gardens to hunting in savannah regions, then to grazing and agriculture, and finally to organized groups. Fearing and misunderstanding natural forces, humans began weaving stories about Gods.

Revelation as Prophetic Consciousness 

Prophetic consciousness represents the highest level of human awareness. While rooted in the mind, this form of awareness extends into the realm of the Spirit and Divine Command, a dimension even deeper than the angelic realm experienced in our dreams:

“And thus, We have revealed to you [O Muhammad] an inspiration of Our command. You did not know what the Book is or [what is] faith, but We have made it a light by which We guide whom We will of Our servants. And indeed, 

[O Muhammad], you guide to a straight path”. ​[54]

“The Trustworthy Spirit has brought it down, upon your heart, [O Muhammad], that you may be of the Warners.” ​[55]

In Quran, “heart’ means mind: 

“So, have they not traveled through the earth, and have hearts by which to reason, and ears by which to hear?”​[56] 

The word heart here means the brain, which is a tool of the mind. 

The Speed of Mind

How can the earthly mind comprehend spiritual meanings? Dr. Muhammad Dodah from Egypt examined the speed implied in the verse:

“He arranges [each] matter from heaven to earth, then it will ascend to Him in a day, the extent of which is a thousand years of those which you count.”​[57]

Dr. Dodah calculated the distance covered by the moon in one thousand lunar years (given the Arab lunar calendar) divided by the number of seconds in a day. The result was a speed of 299,792.458 kilometers/second, equivalent to the speed of light. This, he concluded, might be the speed at which the mind receives divine inspiration according to the above verse.

But can awareness handle information faster than light? The answer is yes. In dreams, we sometimes become aware of future events, veiled in symbolic forms, indicating that awareness can travel at a speed faster than light. Our conscious minds, constrained by time and space, experience events as they happen, though past and future are known to God.

Moreover, there’s a mention of an even faster speed:

“The angels and the Spirit will ascend to Him during a day the extent of which is fifty thousand years.”​[58]

This suggests that the speed of angels and the Spirit can travel at 50 times the speed of light. This speed is crucial to reach a place called:

“The Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary.”​[59]

This is considered the extent of the angelic realm where Archangel Gabriel stopped during the Nocturnal Journey, a momentous vision experienced by Muhammad (pbuh). Gabriel told him to cross that boundary alone, warning that he, Gabriel, would burn in light if he ventured along. Muhammad hesitated, but Gabriel pushed him into 70 years of light, traveling at 70 times the speed of light, reaching the Divine Throne, where he prostrated beneath it. There, Muhammad (pbuh) received knowledge beyond human comprehension.

Not only did he see future events until the day of resurrection, but also the distant past when

“Adam was evolving from water and dust,”

around two billion years ago, implying he was in a dimension beyond time and space.

Revelation was described in the chapter of Qadir (Power):

“Indeed, We sent the Qur’an down during the Night of Power. And what can you make of the Night of Power? The Night of Power is better than a thousand months. The angels and the Spirit descend therein by permission of their Lord for every matter. Peaceful it is until the emergence of dawn.”​[60]

The speed of revelation must decelerate to the limit of a prophet’s mental perception. Muhammad (pbuh) mentioned that revelation, in its heaviest form, sounded like a buzzing bell. He assimilated the meaning and articulated it in his own words. He also stated that:

“True vision in a dream is one forty-sixth of prophecy,”

emphasizing the need for a speed exceeding 50 times the speed of light to reach the world of Spirit and Divine Meanings of the Quran. True vision to foresee the future requires awareness to travel faster than the speed of light, one-fiftieth the speed of prophecy, justifying the precise figure of 1/46 and not mentioned haphazardly. 

Consciousness and Divine Representation

According to scriptures, the first human to receive revelation was Adam. God informed the angels that he would serve as His representative and ordered them to show respect by bowing to him once He breathed His Spirit into Adam. The angels responded:

“Will You place upon it [Earth] one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your praise and sanctify You?”

Implicitly, they were volunteering for the task, but God replied:

“I know what you know not.”​[61]

Of utmost importance is God’s statement:

“I will make upon the earth a successive authority,”​[62]

not “a successive authority upon the earth.” This means that his authority as a representative of God is universal and not limited to planet Earth. Additionally, an honor was bestowed upon the children of Adam - the “Mark of God,” signifying the attributes, with the Spirit being the most significant one. It was only after God breathed the Spirit into Adam that the angels were ordered to prostrate in respect, as they attained a higher level of consciousness:

“Indeed, those who are near your Lord are not prevented by arrogance from His worship. They exalt Him, and to Him, they prostrate.”​[63]

But there were “unknown entities” in the Spirit world, a realm higher than the angelic world, who were not required to bow to Adam, as they held the same rank. Satan, who was originally from the angelic world, refused to obey, prompting Allah to address him:

“O Iblees, what prevented you from bowing down to that which I created with My hands? Were you arrogant, or were you already among the haughty?”​[64]

The Significance of Piety 

Taqwa, previously mentioned as piety, is a continuous state of consciousness directed towards the Creator. Upon reflection on the words of God, it becomes clear that the balance strongly favors pious individuals, as seen in the very first verses of the Quran.

“This divine writ [Quran], let there be no doubt about it, is meant to be a guidance to all the God-conscious.”​[65]

Subsequent chapters further emphasize the importance of piety:

“And the clothing of God-consciousness; that is best.”​[66]

“And whatever good you do – Allah knows it. And take provisions, but indeed, the best provision is God-consciousness.”​[67]

“And the best outcome is for the God-conscious.”​[68]

“Remain conscious of God and know that you are destined to meet Him.”​[69]

“And the best outcome is for God-consciousness.”​[70]

“But it is virtue if you remain conscious of God.”​[71]

“Verily, God loves those who are conscious of Him. “​[72] 

“O you who have attained faith! Be aware of God with all the consciousness that is due to Him, and do not allow death to overtake you before you have surrendered unto Him.” ​[73]

“Say: ‘Shall I tell you of better things than those [earthly joys]? For the God-conscious, there are, with their Sustainer, gardens through which running waters flow, therein to abide.”​[74]

This theme also appears in the very last verses:

“And be conscious of the Day on which you shall be brought back unto God, whereupon every human being shall be repaid in full for what he has earned, and none shall be wronged.”​[75]

Conclusion:

Undoubtedly, Adam inhabited an earthly paradise, as the Quran states:

“And when thy Lord said unto the angels: ‘Lo! I am about to place a viceroy on the earth.’”​[76]

Had he been in eternal life, Satan would not have been able to betray him:

“But Satan whispered evil to him, he said: ‘O Adam! Shall I lead thee to the tree of Eternity, and to a kingdom that never decays?’”​[77]

The point is that they were living a simple, innate life and identified themselves as one with the surrounding environment. However, the devil informed them about things outside the scope of instinct. Within each one of us, there are angelic and satanic characteristics, and Adam was initially familiar with angelic qualities, programmed to abide by divine rules:

“They [angels] do not resist God in that which He commands them and do that which they are commanded.”​[78]

For the first time, Adam faced an unprecedented challenge, an alternative:

“Thereupon Satan whispered unto the two with a view to making them conscious of their nakedness, of which they had been unaware. He said, ‘Your Lord only forbade you this tree, lest you become angels or such beings that can live forever.’​[79]

So, they were fooled into thinking they could become angels capable of flying, not subject to pain, and above all, immortal. By eating from the forbidden tree, he realized that he had made an independent choice, whereas previously, he had acted as his instincts dictated. This marked the beginning of an irreversible process in which he lost his innocence forever and became liable for his misdemeanor. Consequently, he was expelled from the state of innate nature where he was not accountable. This context is crucial, as the Quran places the story within the broader framework of human consciousness and its ultimate development. Adam sinned, acknowledged his mistake, repented it, turned to his Lord for forgiveness, and was granted pardon.

“So, he [Satan] made them fall through deception. And when they tasted the tree, their private parts became apparent to them, and they began to fasten together over themselves from the leaves of Paradise. And their Lord called to them: ‘Did I not forbid you from that tree and tell you that Satan is to you a clear enemy?’ They said: ‘Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers.’​[80]

The Quran provides details to counter the doctrine formulated by Paul, suggesting that the great crime committed could only
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