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This book is dedicated to helping you search for, land, and keep that prime university job in South Korea. Ten years ago, these jobs were pretty easy to come by and seemingly, almost anyone with a bachelor’s degree and a couple years of experience at a hagwon (private language institute) or public school in Korea could land one. You will still find a few of those people who got “grandfathered” in, but it is becoming more of a rarity as many places have cleaned house and replaced them with people who have master's degrees and at least two years of university teaching experience. These days, even candidates with a master’s degree and a few years of teaching experience in Korea at a hagwon or public school are finding it tough to break in. 

There are a few reasons for this, but it is mostly related to the high unemployment rate among university graduates in South Korea, changing demographics (a low birth rate resulting in fewer and fewer college age students) and simply too many universities. The result is that the government is tightening regulations with regards to what kinds of instructors the universities can get funding for and forcing some universities to close and others to reduce enrollment.  As a result, this has led to fewer jobs for English teachers. 

But, help is here! Read on for some reliable and practical advice about how you can get that university job in South Korea that you have been hoping for.  This book will cover: the prime candidate and what to do if you are not that person, job search strategies including job sites and networking, application package tips and mistakes to avoid, interview and demo lesson strategies and mistakes to avoid and frequently asked questions by job-seekers.  There is also a sample resume template and some cover letter advice from which you can work from as you apply for jobs. It is my sincere hope that after reading this book, you will be well on your way to getting that job of your dreams in a South Korean university.

Before we get started with the nitty-gritty details of finding that job of your dreams, I would like to express my appreciation for two amazingly helpful editors: Jason Ryan and Lauren Fitzpatrick. The book is much better because of you. Thank you for all your constructive criticism and encouragement.
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​Who am I?
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You may be wondering at this point who I am and why you should take my advice. I am originally from Canada and came to Korea to teach English over ten years ago. I worked in hagwons for two years before making the jump into Korean universities about eight years ago. I have worked at two of them: one in Chungcheongnam-Do (five years, located in a rural area) and one in Busan (in my third year now). 

I am an active member in the expat community where I have started numerous clubs and social groups. Also, I am an executive member and presenter within the KOTESOL(Korea Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) organization. My background is a BA/MA in the humanities, and I hold CELTA/ DELTA certificates. I have a popular English teaching blog called, “My Life! Teaching in a Korean University” (www.eslteacherinkorea.blogspot.com). During my time here, I have followed the Korean ESL industry closely and am up to date with the relevant changes and requirements for English teachers, and best of all: I have helped numerous friends get jobs both at my places of employment and other institutions which I had no affiliation with. Hopefully you will be able to say that I have helped you to find a job as well!

Also be sure to sign-up for my mailing list. Every week, you will get lots of useful stuff delivered to your inbox, including lesson plans, more than 40 ESL activities and games, websites I use in my own classes, news of other books I have written and more.
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If you are reading this book you have probably already heard about how amazing the university jobs are in Korea and would perhaps even give your left arm to get one. You likely do not need any further convincing, or motivation but in case you do, here are my top reasons for why these jobs are so coveted.

Vacation time At the best jobs, you will get five months vacation and it’s PAID. You read that right: the vacation is fully paid at your regular monthly salary rate. The breaks are generally from mid-June to late August and from mid-December to late February. Even those jobs with the fewest benefits will offer a minimum of two months of vacation time. Bear in mind that at some universities you will be required to work a 1-4 week camp or other kind of class during either or both of the vacation periods, but many jobs offer full vacation (five months).

Working Hours At the top jobs in Korea, you will have 9-12 teaching hours per week over three or four days. There is some preparation and administration required but it is not especially burdensome. If you are lucky, your teaching and work schedule can give you three day weekends throughout the year. At the lowest level jobs, you will have between eighteen and twenty-two contact (teaching) hours, which is still less than a public school or hagwon in Korea.

Financial Reasons The base salary for most jobs ranges between two million and three million Korean Won per month. You will usually be given housing (although fewer and fewer institutions are offering this benefit) or get an allowance of 300 000-500 000 Korean Won.  The working hours are quite low, so it is possible to work overtime and make substantially more than this. In addition, you will always get paid ON TIME and IN FULL. Contrast this to some sketchy private institutes where you will often be nickeled and dimed and have to fight to get all the money owed to you. It is extremely rare to hear of any foreign English teachers getting ripped off by universities.

The Students Korean university students are generally quite respectful, fun-loving and speak at least a little bit of English. Most university teachers in Korea like coming into work each day and find it one of the most stress-free jobs that they have ever had in their lives. If you like people, you will probably like this job.  

The Administration At most universities, administrators are extremely hands off when it comes to their foreign teachers. I have never really heard of any micromanaging bosses because they are simply too busy doing their own jobs, which includes a heavy teaching load plus research. This hands-off administration can lend itself to a job with plenty of freedom.

No Co-teachers Perhaps you or your friends are working at public schools in Korea, in which case you know about co-teachers and the stress they can cause. Working with co-teachers can be a struggle, but in Korean universities you will be alone and have complete control over your classroom. You will get to give grades to your students, which garners you at least a basic level of respect and authority, no matter what else you do to earn or gain it.  
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