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​Introduction
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Jesus called His followers disciples. A disciple is a convinced adherent of a school or individual who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another. A Christian must not only believe on Jesus but be willing to share the faith of Jesus Christ. In order to do this, the believer has to not only understand his role as a disciple but know how to defend his beliefs. 

The Kingdom Discipleship Series explores the biblical truths that should assist the believer in developing as a disciple of Christ. Not only will Christians grow in their walk with the Lord, but their understanding of foundational biblical truths will also expand.

In this issue

In this book, we will examine Asa’s prayer for God’s presence and strength. As believers, his examples in prayer should strengthen us in the art of prayer. His examples encourage us to stand in faith in times of great difficulty and dilemma.
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​Chapter 1

The Art of Knowing
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The Art of Prayer begins with knowledge. One must know to whom he or she is praying. In addition, one should know and learn from the examples of others. 

In this book, we will examine Asa’s prayer for God’s intervention as he faced opposition. His example will provide a proper foundation for the art of prayer in the Christian life today.

God has many names. Throughout the Old Testament, God revealed Himself to His people by different designations. Among the most popular was the title of “The Lord of Hosts.” This term described God as the commander of the armies of the Lord. 

The Lord of Hosts

The title revealed God’s strength against opposition. He has the power to execute judgment upon His adversaries. Israel and Judah faced many battles in biblical history. However, the “Lord of Hosts” fought with them and for them. After coming to the throne, king Asa and Judah came under the threat of Ethiopian (Egyptian) invasion.

And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah. Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. (2 Chronicles 14:9-10)

Asa, for most of his reign, was a godly king. He sought the Lord and did what was right in His sight. However, after fortifying the kingdom of Judah, the Ethiopians thought to attack him. 

As a righteous king, he knew the outcome of the battle would be determined by God’s intervention. 

While facing his enemy, he prayed unto the Lord of Hosts. His prayer serves as an example to believers today of how we are to pray for God’s presence and strength in facing opposition.

Asa, the Person

Asa, king  of  Judah, is  believed to have reigned somewhere between 911 B.C. and 870 B.C. He was the third king of the divided kingdom. Asa was a godly man though his father Abijam (or Abijah) did evil before the Lord.

And he (Abijam) walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before  him: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father. (I Kings 15:3, Parenthesis mine)

During his reign, king Abijah repeated the sins of Rehoboam. However, his lifestyle did not influence Asa’s decision to reign as a godly king. This demonstrates that regardless of familial influences, we can serve Jesus in righteousness. 

The Bible testifies to Asa’s godliness.

And, Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God. (2 Chronicles 14:2)

Judah experienced numerous reforms under Asa’s leadership. His righteousness was clearly demonstrated in the earliest moments of his reign.

Religious Renewal

One of Asa’s first notable events was a religious purging of the land.

For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high places, and brake down the images, and cut down the groves: And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the images:  and the kingdom was quiet before him. (2 Chronicles 14:3-5)

Unlike his father before  him, Asa called for a national return to God. He purged the land of idols and pagan altars. He had the groves fashioned to honor false gods cut down. 

Israel and Judah built altars and sacrificed to other gods in high places and green fields that had groves. This was against God’s command to them. Worship was to be centralized at the Temple, and only the priests were to make sacrifices.

In addition to the physical purging of the idols and altars, Asa commanded the people to seek God once again. They were to remember the Law and follow the commands of the Lord. 

Asa also removed the sodomites from the land. Sodomites refers to individuals who practiced ceremonial homosexual acts (male religious prostitutes); it was a part of religious worship. It compounded to Judah’s idolatrous state. The acts were done to worship the false gods. 

And he took away the Sodomites out of the land and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. (I Kings 15: 12)

Asa’s righteous zeal did not end with the people, but it extended to his family. During his cleansing of the land, he realized that his mother kept idols. Therefore, he removed her from her position as queen and destroyed the idol.

And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron. (I Kings 15:13)

This part of Asa’s story introduces some key issues. The most prevalent is that of righteousness versus relationship. Do we ignore the sins of others, as believers, because of our relationship with them?

Asa demonstrated that in his quest to please God, no one would be exempt. It appears that his mother was unrepentant. Though the idol was destroyed, he removed her from visible, active leadership.

Along with his religious reforms, Asa brought a nationalistic revival to the land.

And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; because the Lord had given him rest. Therefore, he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us; because we have sought the Lord our God, we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side. So, they built and prospered. (2 Chronicles 14:6-8)

His religious and national reforms brought God’s favor upon Judah for the first ten years of his reign. However, his prosperity and fortification stirred up his enemies.
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​​Chapter 2

The Art of Understanding
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Like Asa, the Christian who desires to prosper in their personal walk with Christ and who inspire others to do so, will face opposition from the adversary and others who do not want to receive Christ. The Christian must understand that problems will come. 

Asa’s Problem

Asa, though righteous, faced problems which could not be avoided. Peter tells Christians not to think it strange when fiery trials come to them. It is with this understanding that the art of prayer is mastered.

Immediately after coming to the throne, Asa revives Judah both nationally and spiritually. In addition, he fortifies Judah’s military forces. 

And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were mighty men of valour. (2 Chronicles 14:8)

During ancient times, wars were common. Numerous wars were fought as defensive strategies. It is reminiscent of “get them before they get you.” Herein lies the problem. Asa’s reign starts off strong and vibrant. He gathers the people as a nation and as servants of God. Thus, surrounding enemies were becoming fearful of this progress. Among those were Israel and Judah’s longstanding enemy, the Egyptians.

And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah. (2 Chronicles 14:9)

The term Ethiopian in this verse and passage are a translation of the Hebrew word ‘Cush.’ This word described the descendants of Ham. This included many of those on the African continent (which included (the Egyptians, Ethiopians, and other Cushite relatives. 

Zerah was an Egyptian pharaoh of Cushite descent. Therefore, when these verses refer to Ethiopians, it is used as a general term describing those under Egyptian control. Zerah recognized Asa’s success and feared an invasion. So, he decides to take the offensive and attack Judah. Asa responded defensively by going to meet the invading forces.

We discover that Asa is faced with his first major military opposition. Though the land experienced rest after his entrance into leadership, he now had to prepare to fight. From the biblical account, we find that Asa only strived to do that which was right before the Lord and for the people. Yet, he found himself under attack.

The Problem Today

Like Asa, there are believers today who find themselves in unfavorable situations without cause. Asa made no threats or proposed any intention for war with the surrounding nations. He only tried to please the Lord. However, his efforts made the nations suspicious.

Some believers become frustrated when opposition comes out of nowhere. Have you ever felt that the more you try to do right, something goes wrong; the more you seek peace, the more you are misunderstood? In the midst of these things, the believer has to remember to pray.

Christians have to remember that we have another adversary that does not want us to
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