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            As a child of God know that, rebellion is an unwelcome development in your walk with God. Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft; it's tantamount to defiance, or disobedience against authority, and shouldn't be entertained.
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1.0 Walking in rebellion

God is quite clear in his word that, he cannot stand the sight of rebellion. Many a time he has dealt with rebels in the most brutal way that the consequences are hard to contemplate. Rebellion is a state of mind that rears its ugly head in opposition to authority. Its manifestation may be traced all the way back to the beginning of time during creation of Adam and Eve by God. After creation and placement in the Garden of Eden, he instructed them on what they should, and should not do. The word of God in 1 Samuel 15v23, point it out that God said rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. Witchcraft is use of demonic supernatural powers in order to harm or inflict damage upon someone or his property without any justified cause. Witchcraft is real and has devastating effects on its subjects. God hates witchcraft, and according to his word in Exodus 22v18, ‘Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.’ Simply put, God says, ‘witches, wizards, or sorcerers should not be allowed to live.’ Realize that, when the human race turned from God in to rebellion, God was no longer part and parcel of them. Therefore the power that swept in and took charge was witchcraft. Witch craft is bad, and is the legal arm of destruction of Satan or his power to do and undo. Basically, witchcraft teaches and practices the worship of the devil, and that is the kingdom of darkness. 

Jun, in an article, “The real meaning of rebellion against God,” states that, ‘I believed that “rebellion against God” meant selling God out, leaving the church and returning to the world, or walking away from one’s duty; I thought these behaviors constituted rebellion, and that those who rebelled against God were all sifted out by God, and their faith in God would ultimately end in failure...There are several different types of rebellion against God. One type of rebellion is going against his will or going against his words; another type is having an arrogant disposition, lacking God in one’s heart, and thus boasting and being hostile to God—this is the rebellion of being disobedient and defiant to God; there is one more type, which is the rebellion of selling God out and forsaking God. ... The rebellious behaviors that we frequently speak of in fellowship refer primarily to the first two types. This is because those who sell God out and forsake God are not within the scope of God’s salvation, and the rebellious behaviors mentioned in the words of God are also of the first two types; the third type of rebellion is not mentioned. We must not misunderstand or misinterpret God’s intentions, believing that only selling God out or forsaking him can be called rebelling against God, as if going against his word or having an arrogant disposition weren’t a type of rebellion. This is such a one-sided understanding! So what really is rebellion? How should people recognize it? According to the word of God, all things that are incompatible with God are his enemies, and all things that go against God’s words are rebelling against his words. Rebelling against God’s words is rebelling against God, and acting as his enemy is also rebelling against him.’ Jun, 2016.

From an article, “Humanity rebelled against God,” Erin Davis says, ‘turning my life over to Jesus ripped my story into two distinct halves: life before him and life after him. Still, there isn’t a lot of drama in the “before” part. No skeletons in the closet. No criminal record. No massive public failures. It’s tempting to think that Jesus died to make me just a new and improved version of myself: Erin 2.0. I’ve been walking with the Lord for more than two decades now, and the strangest thing has happened. The longer I know him, and the more familiar I become with His Word, the uglier my heart looks. It’s like one of those optical illusion pictures that just looks like a bunch of squiggles at first. But the longer you stare, the more the edges of a hidden image emerge, and you see it’s not a pretty picture. Sure, my behavior screams “good girl,” but my deceitful heart whispers thoughts of jealousy, pride, envy, hate, anger, bitterness, greed—the list goes on and on. Because here’s the truth: the Bible tells us no one is good except God alone (Romans 3:10). The achievements, accomplishments, and attitudes we attempt to polish up with a high shine are destined to look like filthy rags next to his blinding holiness (Isaiah 64:6).’ Davis, 2025.

Davis concludes by saying, ‘Our sin—and the sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve—is a reality the Bible doesn’t bother to sugarcoat (Genesis 3). We are the children of sinners who produce children who sin. We are not a people defined by our goodness, but rather all of humanity is “weighed down with iniquity” (Isaiah 1:4). We, all of us, have turned our backs on our creator. When it comes to holiness, there is no bell curve. The Bible warns that everything, every single thing in our world is cursed by our sin and rebellion against God: our civilizations and our agriculture, our food and our children, our crops and our herds, our coming in and going out (Deuteronomy 28:17–19).’ Davis, 2025.

Thus walking in rebellion is an attitude displayed to contradict authority. So by presenting an act of open resistance to an established government, kingdom setup or leadership or the process of resisting control, or convention, you are a rebel. Rebellion is tantamount to defiance, or disobedience. Simply put, rebellion is the disobedience or defiance against authority. Therefore defiance of any given legitimate authority is undoubtedly, disobeying God. Simply put, rebelling against authority is rebelling against God as explained in Romans 13v1-7, “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves...” 

Rebellion manifested its ugly face in heaven before God’s own eyes as seen in Isaiah 14v12-14, “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ This spirit of pride resulted in a fall out between Satan and God, as Lucifer the angel rebelled against God’s authority in heaven. God had to act, and it was a fast action as seen in Revelation 12v7-9, “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

As if heavenly rebellion was not enough, it later manifested its ugly head once more from the foundation of creation. As God the creator began his work meticulously, he did as well, diligently create Adam and Eve.  Amused with the best of the best among his creation, he placed the duo in the Garden of Eden. They were given instructions on the dos and the don’ts of the garden. In other words, God gave them (man) dominion over every living thing on the earth (garden) as far as Genesis 1v26-28 is concerned. With that mandate, came authority and responsibility because in life, when you are given dominion; equally, authority and responsibility to oversee and manage whatever within your domain is given unto you. Unfortunately, with man; the idea of being against authority has become mainstream because of his sinful nature. Sin has polluted many such that, many a time, some would say that if you do not put those in authority to task, or simply question the authority; then you are seen as, or its concluded that you are part of a corrupt system misrepresenting God in ministry. From homesteads, the workplace to learning institutions to churches, rebelling against the authority of any of these is regarded by some to be a fundamental right of individuals in a free society to have their voice heard. 

Biblically, God had ordained Adam and Eve to oversee and manage their dominion in such a manner that God oversees and manages his dominion. They were simply instructed to be God’s copycats in running the Eden garden affairs. Thus on their part, it required consideration as the persons whom God had ordained with dominion to execute their mandate and authority in a manner that demonstrated the love for God, and the love for their neighbour. What is of great importance is that; for any form of breath under this dominion, comes respect and submission to authority and accountability. You cannot divorce from the two and still remain the same. Thus when rebellion rears its ugly head against authority; then there is a rejection of the dominion given to the authority. It does not only end there, as the core foundation is badly affected as well. Hence with that rejection, comes a rejection of what God has ordained. All rebels have something in common; always, they have justification to their actions whether in silence or not. 

Basically, rebellion wants to be worshiped and obeyed other than having a relationship and submission to the creator, God. Its characteristics portray it as a spirit in direct opposition to God’s design for his creation in the sense that, it opposes authority. It is deemed the first sin. As seen in Roman 3v23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” This simply implies that; rebellion against the authority of God or his right to govern you, is at the root of all sin. This is to say; both, in Lucifer the devil and those angels of darkness whom he fell with, and in the human heart, that is you. This spirit is a habitual attitude in evil people, hence it is only comparable to idolatry and witchcraft. Thus it can open the door to what can be termed a cruel messenger; ugly consequences that are all the hallmarks of Satan’s control as seen in spiritual bondage. As depicted in Genesis 3 v 1-13, this rebellion spirit was, and is personified in Lucifer the devil’s pride, casting doubt on God’s authority that dealt mankind spiritual death. 

With mankind, rebellion can rear its ugly head through open resistance or an inner defiant and a heart that is insubordinate. From the Hebrew language’s point of view, the term, “Meri,” translates to the term rebellion. Meri’s root is mara, and the meaning behind it is “bitter or unpleasant.” You will learn that, “disobedience” and “sedition,” stand out as the commonly known and similar words in line with unpleasant or bitterness. As such, this defines rebellion as undermining authority. From the Greek’s perspective, a further look at rebellion, result in the term disobedience becoming complex in meaning, thus being associated with obstinate inner attitudes and disbelief. It can be concluded that, it is not God’s plan for your life as he is not the author of such confusion. God wants decency and orderliness in everything done, with respect for authority.

Apostle Paul outlined how Christ’s followers should respond to authority, either way; humanity or God’s authority as seen in Romans 13v1-7. Therefore being a rebel cuts off your Kingdom of God privileges, and here the access is through Jesus. God gave you dominion over the earth, and that requires authority and responsibility. Then in you walk with God, when you fight for “rights” and rebel when you do not get your way out, the sin of rebellion takes control. Hence rebellion against authority is tantamount to rebellion against the ordination of God. This angers God as he has set Christ as our model of how to properly submit to authority. Remember; the purpose of rebellion spirit is to block you as a believer from thriving, and it affects your heart, your household, your churches and even the community you live in.

	Characteristics of a rebel







Generally, rebels always contradict others, the reason being that, they wish to stand out, be different and stand out from the rest of the crowd. A rebel wishes to retain his voice and preferences as well as opinions instead of blindly following what he terms, ‘the crowd.’ Their core characteristic is that, they are independent-minded. As such, they want their lives to be a true reflection and expression of their values. Their values are often unconventional as they see in conventional living, a tedious and boring lifestyle. Thus they enjoy being a bit eccentric, hence a rebel will often do much better when there are no expectations on him at all. Rebellion, also referred to as a spirit of disorderliness, is a portal to powerful demonic bondage. Some people view it as a personality trait that manifests in a non-conforming tendencies like; resistance to authority, and breaking laid down rules. Some see it as more than just an outward behavior, but an attitude problem, as well as a heart issue.  

Rebellion basically resists authority, and spiritually, it makes you unprofitable as seen in Hebrews 13v17, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” Rebellion as well, brings judgment upon you as seen in Romans 13v1-2, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” 

A rebellious heart has difficulty in following instructions, and would rather give orders than receive them. Rebels as well, always feel the urge to do the opposite of what they have been instructed or asked to do regardless of the authority they are answerable to. A rebel would clearly get instructions or guidelines as terms of reference to his style or creativity, and would much rather make up his own rules. Rebels seem to never click with a group in organizations or societies they are in. Simply put, they never seem to fit in; they always want to stand out, for better or for worse. They usually stick out like a sore thumb and enjoy being that somewhat special ‘misfit,’ character, and actually, the odd-man-out of the equation. For all rebels, blending with others does not appeal to them; but they chose to sing a different tune, and have things done differently than what everyone else considers acceptable or normal. Typical trend spotters, they blend confidence with compassion and cultivate trust among a handful sympathizers. Thus it is not strange that they are misfits or can be viewed as weird in any given setup because it sets them apart from the normal setup of people.

All rebels claim to be unique, and special to the system; always want to stand out, for better or for worse, and are never scared or bothered to make a major life change at the drop of a hat. Simply put, rebellion is mainly at the root of that way of thinking as deep down in their hearts, they fool themselves that rules are meant to be broken. It is their trade mark to do what they want now and clean up afterward. The hallmarks of rebellion is justification of one’s actions that; it is better to ask forgiveness than to ask for permission, as they hate being restrained in any way. Generally speaking, rebels hardly apologize for their sordid actions, and compromise is not in their vocabulary. Thrill always comes first, hence they live by their own set of rules and values. Thus wherever they set foot, their presence is never a whisper, but always a roar of intimidation, disruption and cause of instability. They have radically accepted themselves as, ‘I am who I am’ and ‘I am being misunderstood,’ and their style screams ‘unapproachable’ to others.  As such, they have concluded that, anybody who want to relate with them has to deal with how they are or leave them alone. They consider it foolish that, others bow to authority so easily or accept the status quo without question or putting a spirited fight. Thus they want to take the lead, build strong networks of influence, and typically, ask great questions on everything proposed or suggested.  

Kieffer in an article, “Characteristics of rebellion,” wrote that, ‘Isaiah 30:9-11 (NKJV) 9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children who will not hear the law of the Lord; 10 Who say to the seers, “Do not see,” And to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us right things; Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 11 Get out of the way, Turn aside from the path, cause the holy one of Israel to cease from before us.”... Rebellion is the act of resisting the authorities over you. In the case of a government, if that government is not committed to the good of the governed, this can be a good thing. However, in relation to the Kingdom of God it is never a good thing. God is not like natural rulers who are fallible. God is infallible and always motivated by the highest good of his people. Rebellion against God is always sin and always results in disaster...We must also remember that the church is a family. It was always God’s desire to have a family more than a nation. Therefore, when we speak of rebellion against God we must liken it to rebellion in a home. When the children rebel against their parents, it is hurtful to both. Sometimes rebellion occurs because of the failings of the parent. There are no such failings in our father God. To rebel against him is to rebel against the one who loves us unconditionally and has only our good at heart in every word and action.’ Kieffer, 2015.

Kieffer continues to say, ‘Rebellion and submission are matters of the heart. Both will lead to actions but the actions are the result not the cause. The cause is the attitude. Submission desires to obey the authority over it. It will obey when obedience does not transgress the higher authority of the word of God or the deep conviction of personal conscience. If the demands of an authority transgress either of those, the person must not comply. However, in his noncompliance he or she must be respectful. Rebellion hates authority. Rebellion believes that its way is always the best. Rebellion never believes that authority over it is a positive thing. Rebellion will comply when it must, but it is always looking for ways to go against and disobey authority. The problem with rebellion is that it is the heart of the satanic kingdom. Satan was created by rebellion. He was the archangel who led the worship in heaven. He rebelled against God’s authority taking 1/3 of the angels with him.’ Kieffer, 2015.

He continues to say, “Isaiah 14:13-14 (NKJV) 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Although some would disagree with this conclusion, it is commonly accepted that this chapter and Ezekiel 28 are speaking of Satan. Isaiah is speaking to the King of Babylon. However, earthly rulers are often empowered by what Paul called, “spiritual wickedness in heavenly places. In verse 12, he uses the name Lucifer to refer to the one who is the point of this prophecy. Lucifer was an archangel who fell because of his rebellion. I believe he is talking to the power behind the king of Babylon. Satan is that power and we can see that he became Lucifer because he said in his heart, “I will exalt my throne above God’s.” Rebellion is the heart and soul of his kingdom. The heart and soul of the Kingdom of God is submission
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