
  CATERPILLARS


  Caterpillars are the larvae of butterflies and moths. They represent only one of the four stages of a butterfly’s metamorphosis (egg–larva–pupa–butterfly). Since their appearance in no way resembles adult butterflies which have wings, many people do not make the connection between the two, mistakenly thinking that they are completely different animals. They have a tube-like shape and a soft body. Only the head, with its well-developed jaw, is encased in a hard chitinous shell. Caterpillars have three pairs of legs on the thorax and a further two to ten pairs of prolegs on the abdomen, which are used for holding on and walking just like real legs. Almost all caterpillars are herbivores and can usually be found on the plants on which they feed. They have voracious appetites and grow quickly. A few species cause considerable damage to cultivated plants in gardens and fields, and are classified as pests. Other species, such as Processionary Moths, may cause damage to forest trees. Caterpillars move slowly and are easy prey for many predators. As running away is not an option, they defend themselves against attackers in other ways. Their protective colouration is often helpful as well as their shape, which may match different objects in the surroundings. Some caterpillars defend themselves with poisons which they produce themselves or obtain by consuming poisonous plants. These caterpillars ward off their attackers with their warning colours. Caterpillars may grow hard, sharp hairs, making them difficult to eat. Often, several caterpillars build a cocoon together, which protects them from the weather and from predators. When it reaches full size, the caterpillar settles down and pupates. An adult butterfly develops from the pupa (or chrysalis).
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  CONVOLVULUS HAWK-MOTH



  The Convulvulus Hawk Moth (Agrius convolvuli) has a large caterpillar with protective colouration. It feeds on the green parts of the Bindweed (Convolvulus), where it can often be seen. The caterpillar develops into a large moth that is an excellent flier and can cover great distances: it migrates each year to Europe from Africa. The adult moth can be observed at night, as it sips the nectar from Bindweed blossom, Hibiscus or similar flowers with its 11cm-long feeding tube. It is not particularly timid, and can be observed at close range while feeding, when the buzzing sound of its wings can be heard.
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  EMPEROR MOTH



  The Emperor Moth (Saturnia pavoniella) inhabits heaths and forest edges; it may also venture into gardens. During the day the adult moth relies on its protective colouration, hiding in low vegetation. At night, the males follow the odours emitted by the females and mate with them. The caterpillars feed on deciduous trees and shrubs. They are black at first and change colour to green as they grow.
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        SWALLOWTAIL BUTTERFLY

The caterpillars of the Swallowtail (Papilio machaon) turn into one of the largest and most colourful of European butterflies. The larvae feed on Fennel, Milk Parsley and related plants. Although rare in Britain, they are widespread in continental Europe, and can be found in gardens where their foodplants are grown. There is no need to destroy the caterpillars if found on parsley, celery or dill, as they will do no major damage to the plants. Just as the grown butterfly shines in all its beauty, its caterpillar is no less worthy of attention.
      
    

  


  ELEPHANT HAWK-MOTH



  The Elephant Hawk Moth(Deilephila elpenor) is found in open woodland and rough grassland where its main foodplant, Rosebay Willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium), grows. It can also be found in gardens, where its large, dark-brown or pale-green caterpillars can be observed feeding on Fuchsias. The caterpillars never occur in great numbers, and their impact on the foodplants is negligible. When excited, the caterpillar raises the front part of its body so that the eye-like markings create the appearance of a snake’s head. This protects it from predators.
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