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    Firebird was first performed at Hampstead Theatre Downstairs, London, on 24 September 2015. The cast was as follows:


    
      
        	
          TIA

        

        	

        	
          Callie Cooke

        
      


      
        	
          KATIE

        

        	

        	
          Tahirah Sharif

        
      


      
        	
          AJ/SIMON

        

        	

        	
          Phaldut Sharma

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Edward Hall

        
      


      
        	
          Set Designer

        

        	

        	
          Polly Sullivan

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Tom Nickson

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer

        

        	

        	
          John Leonard

        
      

    


    Firebird was staged in a revised version at Southwark Playhouse, London, produced by Double Telling, on 9 July 2026. The cast was as follows:


    
      
        	
          TIA

        

        	

        	
          Mollie Milne

        
      


      
        	
          AJ/BILAL

        

        	

        	
          Taqi Nazeer

        
      


      
        	
          KATIE/DEBORAH

        

        	

        	
          Kelise Gordon-Harrison

        
      


      
        	
          Director and Dramaturg

        

        	

        	
          Marlie Haco

        
      


      
        	
          Set Designer

        

        	

        	
          Tomás Palmer

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Sarah Mercadé

        
      


      
        	
          Composer and Sound Designer

        

        	

        	
          Ákos Lustyik

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Ben Jacobs

        
      


      
        	
          Casting Directors

        

        	

        	
          Gabriella Shimeld-Fenn,

          Annelie Powell

        
      


      
        	
          Production Manager

        

        	

        	
          Joe Prentice

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Heather Smith

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    Characters


    TIA, fourteen


    KATIE, fourteen


    AJ, late twenties/early thirties


    BILAL, thirties


    DEBORAH, late twenties


    AJ / Bilal and Katie / Deborah to be played by the same actors.


    The play takes place between Glasgow and Barrhead, a town just outside the city – and spans approximately nine months.


    Note on Text


    A forward slash (/) indicates when the next line begins.


    Author’s Note


    When the play was revived in 2026, the setting was changed to reflect the sad truth that this is a national issue, not one confined to a single place such as Rochdale, where the play was originally set. The script has therefore been updated to reflect this broader context.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.

  

  
    
      
    


    


    
      1.


      October.


      Farmland overlooking the town. Bright sunshine.


      KATIE pushes and spins TIA around in a wheelchair. One of TIA’s legs is almost entirely covered in plaster. TIA is clutching an open bottle of fizz.


      KATIE. I love it here!


      TIA. Told ye.


      KATIE. So pretty.


      TIA hands the bottle to KATIE.


      TIA. See?


      KATIE. You can see for miles.


      KATIE drinks from the bottle.


      Look at all the hills!


      KATIE spins slowly.


      They go right the way around.


      TIA. Always there.


      KATIE. I love that.


      TIA. Hate the fucking things.


      KATIE. Protection.


      TIA. Can never get away from ’em.


      KATIE. And oh my god, look what else you can see. Look! Look over there.


      TIA tries to see what KATIE is pointing at.


      Can you see it?


      TIA. I don’t know what yer on about.


      KATIE. There! See it?


      TIA. What?!


      KATIE. It’s B&M’s!


      TIA shakes her head in disbelief.


      Can’t believe you can see it all the way from here. Me mum loves that place.


      Beat.


      TIA. Bet Manchester’s nicer than here.


      KATIE. Nah, don’t get this in Mani. Look at all the fields and all those tiny houses dotted about on their ones. Imagine living in one of them. I’d love that. Just me, Mum and a big log fire and –


      TIA. Fuck knows how yer gonna get me back up there.


      KATIE. Oh Tia, I love it here!


      TIA. Calm down, it’s only a few fields.


      KATIE. I’m so glad you came to the Centre!


      TIA. Think someone’s gettin’ a bit tipsy.


      KATIE. I think they are! And what about you?


      KATIE passes TIA the bottle.


      Let’s play a game.


      Can we?


      A game I used to really like


      And I mean really like –


      Oh my god you’re gonna love it –


      Is that thing where you pretend you’re on like another planet and –


      TIA. Don’t know it.


      KATIE. Yeah anyway I’ll explain. It’s like you’re on another planet that’s actually really similar to this planet but it’s different in like different ways and –


      Do you know which game I mean?


      TIA. No.


      KATIE. Tryna think of the name.


      Anyway it’s easy. You’ll get it. I’m just


      I’ll explain it better.


      TIA. Have some.


      KATIE. Hold on. Let me explain the rules.


      TIA. Have some first.


      KATIE. Did you even have any? You didn’t even have any.


      TIA. I had a massive swig, what ye on about?


      KATIE. I didn’t notice.


      KATIE takes the bottle and drinks.


      TIA. More than that.


      KATIE. Wait.


      TIA. Don’t be a pussy.


      KATIE. I’m not.


      KATIE drinks some more. She burps and they both laugh.


      Champagne’s proper ’angin.


      TIA. Isn’t it.


      KATIE. Posh people bare love it though.


      TIA. Shoulda got Strongbow.


      KATIE. Posh people got no taste.


      TIA. Probably woulda got two two-litre bottles of Strongbow. Easy.


      KATIE. Four litres of Strongbow?


      TIA (indicating wheelchair). Ye can hide shitloads in here and one suspects ye.


      KATIE. So the rules right…


      TIA. Don’t wanna play a game.


      KATIE. Oh come on it’s fun you’ll love it –


      TIA. Do a look like a can play a game?


      KATIE. Ah but you don’t have to move so even people in wheelchairs can play so it’s really good with equality and that – Feelin’ proper pissed me!


      TIA. And we still got the vodka. I’m gonna drink so much that I don’t know which way up the sky is. An’ the best thing is I can’t fall over.


      KATIE misses TIA’s joke.


      KATIE. Okay. The rules. You gotta imagine there’s this other planet that’s just like this one –


      TIA. Don’t wanna imagine that I’m on another planet or anythin’ else to do with ye crap game. Actin’ like some kind of kid, Katie.


      KATIE. No I’m not –


      Anyway, I am one –


      And so are you, so –


      What’s wrong with acting like a kid if I am one?


      TIA. Yeah but not a six-year-old


      You’re acting like a six-year-old.


      KATIE. No I’m not. Six-year-olds wouldn’t be able to play this. They wouldn’t understand it. This game’s for teenagers. Bet ya there’s millions of teenagers round the world playing this game right now.


      TIA snorts.


      Come on. Just try it and if you don’t like
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    PHIL DAVIES


    Firebird was Phil’s debut play when it premiered at Hampstead Theatre Downstairs before transferring to Trafalgar Studios. Other theatre work includes Landmines (Ovalhouse); Grounds for Remorse (Synergy Theatre Project tour); Up the Dale (Royal Exchange Theatre and Southbank Centre for Paines Plough); How to Not Murder (Arcola Theatre, directed by Ned Bennett); Adjusted (Interplay Europe, Utrecht); and The Makings (ATG, directed by Sarah Dickinson).


    For radio, Phil has written The Punjab for BBC Radio 4 and Girl X, a winner at the BBC Alfred Bradley Bursary Awards. He trained on the Royal Court Young Writers Programme, where he developed his first script, A Leg and a Wing, which won the Rod Hall Memorial Award.


    Alongside writing, Phil works in education and with Synergy Theatre Project developing scripts with young people and people in prison.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book

    Firebird first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2015 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


    Reprinted in this new edition in 2026


    Firebird copyright © 2015, 2026 Phil Davies


    Phil Davies has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


    Front cover art by Toby Mather


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


    ISBN 978 1 83904 617 9 (print edition)

    ISBN 978 1 80640 028 7 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language throughout the world should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States and Canada: Independent Talent Group Ltd., see details below


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (including by amateur stock companies in the USA and Canada) should be addressed to Independent Talent Group Ltd, 40 Whitfield Street, London W1T 2RH, tel +44 (0)20 7636 6565


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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