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About the Author



 


This book is dedicated to every single person I have had the pleasure of meeting on this adventure called life. You have each left your mark of love, laughter, or learning on this heart. Thank you for being you.

 


Preface

In my first book, Fix Yourself, I take the reader through steps that make the heart whole. When we walk around as wounded soldiers, it’s as if we have PTSD—we’re always ready for the next hurtful word, the next arrow to pierce our hearts, the next explosion—and with that perspective, it’s no surprise when it happens. But when we’re whole, we’ve completely shifted our eyes to focus on the positive, the happy, the good in people. We love fiercely without fear, and we’re ready to spy the next piece of gold in others and bring it to the fore. That’s what this book is for.

I’ve split the book into four sections: relationship, revelation, revolution, and reality. I start with an introduction to the Holy Spirit specifically for those who may not be familiar with his ways. Feel free to skip that section, but I wanted to make sure that those reading this as a standalone book wouldn’t be thrown in at the deep end if they didn’t know him yet. I then give you some tips about how to hear God’s voice so as to set the foundation of relationship. The section on revelation teaches you how to understand the messages God sends and then to share his words in a healthy way. Lastly, in the revolution section, I talk about the many ways you can share the gifts of the Holy Spirit with those around you.

Ultimately, God wants people to know him. Sometimes we thirst for the powerful side of the Holy Spirit out of a need to be seen and heard. Most people will see right through that, and God won’t necessarily reach hearts that way. The truth is you don’t need more gifts, more of a voice, more of anything to be okay as you. You certainly don’t need to read this book to be a sign and wonder of the Holy Spirit because you already are, but I hope that in reading it, you will feel more informed and free to minister. 

Be blessed. 

— Sally
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Anointed with Power

I had been seeking baptism in the Holy Spirit for some time, but the experience kept eluding me. Later I recognized that the Holy Spirit always wanted me to be an active partner, and I would always have to choose to let him move. 

I was praying alone in my room, when I saw myself walking through what looked like an old dusty attic (that I knew was my heart). In a dark corner I found a treasure chest that had light glowing out from it, but it was locked with an antique padlock. I found a sword and started trying to pry it open, to no avail. I found myself more and more determined and started hacking at the lock, until it suddenly swung open and light poured into the room. With the light came the first few syllables of my prayer language—not as a gush, more of a trickle. I felt assured, though, that it would develop as I practiced it, just like any language. And it has, as has my relationship with my treasured one.

~ Corey

 

I was the new Christian reading on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. I told God that if these things were real and true, then I wanted all he had for me. One Sunday during the worship set, he welled up in my chest and throat and I started speaking in tongues and understanding, and then I started praising God.

~ Jalene

 

A well-known speaker’s mom used to have a Bible study I went to. I didn’t know what the baptism in the Holy Spirit was at that time, but she put her hand on my forehead. As soon as she put her other hand on me, it felt like being hit with a big gust of wind, and I started speaking in tongues. I didn’t know what was happening until they explained it to me later. That day my life was forever changed. I wasn’t baptized with water until several years later, but I count that day as the day the Lord claimed me and I claimed him. 

~ Birdie

.

Why do we even need power gifts to reach others? Why can’t we use the same things we’ve been using for centuries—things like Sunday school and theological books, compassion ministries and loving in practical ways? 

Well … because those weren’t Jesus’s main ministry tools. Most of the details about his short period of ministry are about the miracles he did, not his PowerPoint presentations on how to be a good person. Paul said, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil” (Acts 10:38). Wouldn’t it follow that if God is with us, which he surely is, then we should also be going about doing good and healing all who are oppressed?

Paul was on track with Jesus’s ministry model: “For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ” (Romans 15:18-19). He believed that if he was to minister “in full,” if he wanted to fulfill the calling on his life, he had to let the Holy Spirit move through him with signs and wonders, as well as with love and good preaching. In order to experience “the fullness of him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:23), Paul prayed that we’d clearly see and flow in the immeasurable greatness of his power (with the same supreme authority that raised Christ from the dead). Therefore, the fullness of our walk with Christ has to include a willingness to move in signs and wonders too. 

Jesus made a big deal out of giving the twelve disciples “power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases,” and he said that the proclaiming of the kingdom of God should be accompanied by healing (see Luke 9:1-2). A life of ministry is about the life in our feet, hands, hearts, and minds. Are we flowing from heaven to earth, or are we telling God how it will be based on our comfort levels? It’s not that we all have to run out in the streets speaking in tongues, but we do have to live in him, and that means flowing from his heart and Spirit to offer the life and love he carries.

The results can be dramatic, as seen in the lives of Rolland and Heidi Baker, the founders of Iris Global, who moved to Mozambique in 1995 to bring the love of God to the poorest of the poor. They credit the explosive growth of their ministry to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Today they feed over 10,000 children a day, and Iris’s church network numbers more than 10,000. Of the members of those church families, 90 percent said they became interested in knowing Jesus when they saw the miracles done in his name.

We have seen repeatedly over the years that Christian growth and power for service are functions of the sheer power of the Holy Spirit, and that power can be imparted with astounding speed. More can be accomplished overnight in the Spirit than many experiences in entire, lengthy discipleship programs. One vision can change an entire life. One glimpse of Jesus’ face can change everything. One look into hell can change every priority. One taste of heaven and all attraction for the things of this world is lost. We should not and cannot underestimate what God can do to transform the most unlikely and undeserving people in a flash. In Iris we have seen callous, numb, uncaring souls changed into new creations overnight. We are especially seeing a new generation of young believers receiving impartations and visitations we older leaders never dreamed of at that age. Our values lead us to ask and expect all the more from God in the way of priceless impartations of every good gift from His hands, but always seeking His face more than His hands.1

~ Rolland Baker, cofounder and director of Iris Global

 

We have the tools of effective ministry lying on the table in front of us. It’s up to us to pick them up and use them. The power in the words of Scripture is the same power needed to reach the heart, mind, and body today. There’s life in everything God does, so why would he kill off one of his greatest signs of life—his power to restore mental and physical health and to encourage the soul? Exactly—he wants us to move in his power with all engines on … but that requires a relationship with him.

When we know a person, we are pretty good at figuring out what that person is thinking or likely to do next. When married, we get to such a deep and intimate level of knowing that we start to finish each other’s sentences, or we get up to make that cup of tea before it’s asked for.

It’s the same way with God. The more time we spend in his presence, the more we get to know his heart and what’s on his mind. The Holy Spirit delights in sharing God’s secrets and mysteries (see Ephesians 3:3–5 and Daniel 4:9), and just like any retreat or vacation, the more time we spend with the Holy Spirit, the more we get to know him intimately.

None of it can flow freely unless we have the key that unlocks that door of intimacy. Which begs the question: Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit? 

There’s no mystery formula to this; you simply open the door. and ask him to come in. Sometimes fear is attached to the thought of being filled with the presence of God, so don’t feel bad if you’re experiencing fear while reading this. I was scared too—scared that God would take away what little of a good life I thought I had—but I was determined. I’d seen his presence light up others and I wanted it too. I knew my life would be full of perfect light and love once I was open to it. And then I was open to it and it was perfect.

When you minster to others, you’re either plugged into the Holy Spirit or you’re not. Flowing with the Holy Spirit is not about some pixie dust feeling, although many have reported feeling something. It’s about having the Spirit of God in union with your spirit and operating from that place of unity.

It’s also about being in unity with others. Shortly after the Pentecost experience in the
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