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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and use vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book also includes some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much faster than learners who don’t read.

		You don’t need a dictionary so reading is relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English improves your comprehension, fluency and confidence.

		Graded readers are not exercises. They are real stories you can enjoy, helping you learn English naturally
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New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the story

Dorian Gray

Lord Henry Wotton – Dorian’s friend

Basil Hallward – an artist

Sibyl Vane – an actress

James Vane – a sailor and Sibyl’s brother

Alan Campbell – Dorian’s friend


Chapter 1

The artist’s studio was filled with the wonderful smell of roses, and a light summer wind came through the open door.

A man lay on a long sofa, smoking cigarettes. The man, Lord Henry Wotton, was watching the birds fly past the large window and listening to the gentle sound of the bees outside. He could also hear the noise of London traffic, but it was quiet.

In the centre of the room, there was a full-length portrait of a young man. He was extremely handsome. In front of the portrait stood the artist, Basil Hallward.

As the artist looked at the perfect face and figure he had painted, he smiled. But then suddenly his smile disappeared and he covered his eyes with his hands.

“I won’t exhibit the painting,” he said at last. “Never.”

“What are you talking about, Basil?” said Lord Henry, surprised. “It’s the best thing you’ve ever painted.”

“I know you’ll laugh at me,” the artist began, “but there is too much of myself in it.”

Lord Henry threw his head back and laughed loudly.

“I knew you would laugh. But it’s true.”

“Too much of yourself in it! Basil, you’re a great artist but you look nothing like this spectacular young man. I’ve never met him but he looks like he’s made of rose petals. You’re nothing like him.”

“You don’t understand, Henry,” said Basil. “Of course I’m nothing like him. I know that. And I wouldn’t want to look like him. You don’t believe me? It’s true. There is something dangerous about being different, about being better than other people. Ordinary people have easier lives. You have lots of money, Henry; I have my art; and Dorian Gray has beauty. We will all suffer.”

“Dorian Gray? Is that his name?” asked Lord Henry, walking towards Basil. “My aunt knows him. She’s mentioned him to me.”

“Yes, that’s his name.”

“You still haven’t explained why you won’t exhibit the portrait,” Henry said.

As they walked together into the garden, Basil thought carefully about his answer. 

“I won’t exhibit it because I’m afraid that it shows the secret of my soul.”

Basil could see that Henry didn’t understand so he continued. “I met Dorian two months ago at Lady Brandon’s party. It was terrible and full of dull people… until he arrived. Our eyes met and I couldn’t breathe. I felt a strong sense of terror suddenly. I knew that he would be a danger to me somehow, that I would become too interested in him and lose interest in everything else.”

“Danger makes life interesting,” Lord Henry said, with a lazy smile.

“I don’t believe that, Henry, and you don’t either. You’re a strange man – you never say a moral thing but you never do a wrong thing.”

Henry laughed and Basil continued. “I tried to leave the party but Lady Brandon wouldn’t let me. She said I was her best friend, although I’d only met her once before. She introduced me to Dorian and we became friends at once. But I have a strange feeling that this friendship will make me both very happy… and very sad.”

“How often do you see him?” Henry asked, picking a flower and slowly tearing off its petals.

“Every day!” cried Basil. “I couldn’t be happy if I didn’t see him every day.”

“Really?” Henry said. “Well, I’m sure your feelings for him will change. Talent lasts longer than beauty. One day, you’ll look at your friend and feel disappointed in his appearance. Or he’ll be rude to you and you’ll get angry with him.”

“Henry, don’t say that!” said Basil. “I’ll be interested in Dorian for the rest of my life. You can’t understand because your feelings change too often.”

“It’s true that my feelings change often. After all, I’m married!” joked Henry. He lit a cigarette and then added, “I must meet this extraordinary man.”

At that moment, a servant came into the garden and announced, “Mr Dorian Gray is in the studio, sir.”

Before they went in, the artist looked at Henry. “Dorian has a simple, beautiful personality. Don’t try to influence him. Your influence would be bad. Are you listening to me, Henry?”

But Henry just laughed in his careless way and led Basil by the arm into the house.

As they entered, they saw Dorian Gray. He was standing by the piano.

“This is Lord Henry Wotton, an old friend of mine from Oxford University,” Basil said.

“You know my aunt, Lady Agatha,” Henry told him.

“She’s annoyed with me at the moment,” Dorian said. “I promised to play the piano with her at a party but I forgot to go.”

“Don’t worry,” said Henry. “My aunt loves you! She told me. And the audience probably thought you were playing too because she makes enough noise for two people.”

“Oh, don’t say that!” Dorian said but he couldn’t help laughing.

Henry looked more carefully at him. He certainly was extremely handsome, with red lips, blue eyes and golden hair. Looking at his face, you trusted him at once. He seemed about twenty years old and still very innocent.

“Henry, I want to finish the painting today. Would you please leave?” Basil said, looking worried.

“Do you want me to go, Dorian?” Henry asked, turning to the young man with a smile.

“No, please don’t,” Dorian cried. “I can see Basil is in a bad mood but I want you to stay and talk to me.”

Henry looked at Basil. He was busy mixing his paints but Henry saw that he didn’t seem pleased.

“If you want Henry to stay, then he can stay,” Basil said to Dorian. “But don’t pay any attention to what
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