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Justin Trudeau
on Life, Famous People, and World Affairs

 


Justin Trudeau
was elected in a sweeping majority on October 19th, 2015, and
became the 23rd Prime Minister of Canada. Born in 1971, the son of
former Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau is just as well known
for his striking looks as he is for his political acumen. Before
entering the political arena, the married father of three was a
snowboard instructor, a bouncer, an actor, and a teacher.

 


What follows
are quotes spoken by Trudeau on all aspects of his life and
political world, giving us a glimpse of the Canadian leader. Each
quote is attributed to its original source so you can see it is
authentic. As a bonus, after the Trudeau quotes, you’ll find a
collection of quotes spoken about the man from Ottawa.
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LIFE


“Mr. Mercedes,
Stephen King.”

On the last book that he read. Global
News. September 21, 2014

 


“Like most dads, my playlist is heavily influenced by what my
kids listen to. Fortunately they love The Strumbellas’ song
Spirits, which is a great
Canadian tune for the summer.”

On his favorite summer music. Etalk. August 22, 2016

 


“Oh, he’s
definitely a better dancer. But that’s such a low bar.”

On who is a better dancer, himself or Drake.
The Star. September 19,
2016

 


“We have made great strides in securing legal rights for the
LGBTQ2 community in Canada – from enshrining equality rights in the
Charter to the passage of the Civil
Marriage Act. But the fight to end
discrimination is not over and a lot of hard work still needs to be
done. Canadians know our country is made stronger because of our
diversity, not in spite of it.”

On LGBTQ2
issues in Canada. Press release by Trudeau on November 15, 2016

 


“One of the big
things people are surprised with is how down to Earth I am. I’m
sorry, I don’t know any other way to be.”

On people seeing him as down to Earth. CTV. April 29, 2007

 


“Well, I was a
snowboard instructor, I was a bouncer in a nightclub, I was a
whitewater river guide for many years. I worked as a teacher. I
make no apologies for a very varied set of life experiences.”

On what he did before he became a politician and the Prime
Minister. 60 Minutes. March 6, 2016

 


“If my kids
asked me if I was always well behaved as a kid.”

On what circumstances could cause him to lie.
Global News. September 21,
2014

 


“I’m a bit of a
comic geek. I think I like the core integrity of Captain America. I
like the ingenuity of Tony Stark.

But ultimately
I think I might have to go with Hulk, just to mix it up a bit,
because he wears his passions on the outside and he is someone who
is... green.”

On who his favorite Avengers character is. Toronto Sun. August 18,
2015

 


“I won the
birth lottery.”

On being the son of former Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau. National Post. November 8, 2006

 


“On behalf of
all Canadians, I congratulate the Ottawa Redblacks on their 2016
Grey Cup victory over the Calgary Stampeders in Toronto, Ontario. I
also applaud both teams for having won their respective division
championships.

The Grey Cup is
one of our country’s most popular sporting events, and this year
was no different with millions of Canadians tuned in to watch the
game from coast to coast to coast. Even on a plane flying back from
Madagascar, Africa, I was following the game as best I could,
getting updates from my staff.

Finally,
congratulations to both teams and the Canadian Football League for
providing another great season full of memorable moments in sport,
and to the organizers and hosts of this year’s successful Grey Cup
championship game.”

On the Ottawa Redblacks winning the 104th Grey Cup on November 27,
2016. Press release by Trudeau on November 28, 2016

 


“Travel, once a
year, I make sure to take Sophie and the kids away to some amazing
place. A few years ago, we spent a few weeks on the beach in
Tofino. At another point, we went out to the east coast with
some friends and stayed in Hubbards. Just this past summer we took
a trip to Hawaii; it was my first time in Hawaii.”

On his greatest extravagance. Global
News. September 21, 2014

 


“The days when
old men get to decide what a woman does with her body are long
gone. Times have changed for the better.”

On pro-life versus pro-abortion. Ville
Marie Online. October 18, 2014

 


“Canadian
entrepreneurs work hard every day to transform new ideas into
market-ready products and services that they export to the world,
while creating job opportunities here at home that grow our middle
class, strengthen our communities, and shape the course of our
country’s future.

Global
Entrepreneurship Week celebrates their ingenuity, hard work, and
enormous contributions to our nation’s prosperity and economic
security. This week is also an opportunity for aspiring
entrepreneurs to connect with collaborators, mentors, and
investors, and explore ways to turn their dreams into reality.”

On Global
Entrepreneurship Week. Press release by Trudeau on November 14,
2016

 


“My biggest
guilty pleasure and which, I don’t know if it’s a vice, but I still
with all the stacks of briefing notes and studies that I have to
read and speeches to write, and things to prepare, I still make
time for escapist novels every now and then. The Jack Reacher
series, things like that, that I just completely unplug with and
disconnect from, that I probably should be reading something more
serious but there’s only so much of that you can take.”

On his greatest vice. Global
News. September 21, 2014

 


“We have to
realize that the way of thinking that got us to this place no
longer holds. We have to rethink elements as basic as space and
time, to go all science fictiony on you in this sense.”

Said during a conversation with students at Western
University. Toronto Sun. September 14, 2014

 


“What we’re
looking at is not so much trying to jolt the economy into life as
trying to lay the groundwork, the foundation, for better growth,
better productivity, over the long term. This is not just an
instant influx of cash.”

On improving Canada’s economy. Bloomberg. March 17, 2016

 


“Parents have
to try and get that balance right and show that they’re there for
their kids. So in the morning I get woken up sometime between 6:30
and 7 as they all jump into our bed. And I go through my briefing
books in the morning with a bowl of cereal in my lap and feeding
Hadrien, because he only eats cereal when I feed it to him.”

On how he balances family with the rest of his life.
Etalk. August 22,
2016

 


“Because it’s
2015.”

On why he chose to have an equal amount of male and female
Cabinet members. Vox. March 25, 2016

 


“Obviously a
difficult challenge, but as we’ve seen, there are good years and
bad years, and you know, my beloved Montreal Canadiens are going
through a bit of a tough year but I know we’re going to bounce
back.”

On this being the first time since 1970 that no Canadian NHL
team has made the playoffs and what, if anything, he is going to do
about it. CNBC.
March 31, 2016

 


“I’m a man.
People can criticize me and I still won’t know half or a quarter of
the discrimination that a woman in business or in politics or just
walking down the street will face.

I’ve developed
a very thick skin and I’m fine with whatever people might be
distracted by.”

On the comments by other people about his looks being worth it
if they initiate talks about wider issues. BuzzFeed News. September 19,
2016

 


“It’s sort of
frustrating that it has to be a big thing. It shouldn’t be a big
thing that the Prime Minister is walking in Pride parade and from
now on it won’t.”

On being the first sitting Prime Minister to join the annual
Pride parade in Toronto. CTV
News. July 3, 2016

 


“If you were to
talk to a caveman millennia upon millennia upon millennia ago, it’s
not programmed into our gut thinking that we do have to think
broader. Except this, right here, is a generation so globally aware
that you get that.”

Said during a conversation with students at Western
University. Toronto Sun. September 14, 2014

 


“An estimated
one in three women around the world experience violence in their
lifetime. This statistic is unacceptable. It is crucial for all of
us – women, men, and youth – to work together to put an end to this
violence.

Violence
against women is the world’s greatest and most persistent violation
of human rights, leaving women and girls vulnerable and unable to
fully participate in society. It damages families, communities, and
countries.

Violence
against women is not a women’s issue. Men must boldly work
alongside women to combat this violence – and not simply because
they have wives, daughters, or sisters. Women deserve the full
depth of respect, safety, and dignity, regardless of their
relationships with men.”

On the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.
Press release by Trudeau on November 25, 2016

 


“There are all
sorts of different ways of calculating which decile or quintile
constitutes the middle class. The reality is that I consider the
middle class is people who work for their income, not people who
live off their assets and their savings.”

On how he defines the middle class. Ottawa Sun. April 3, 2014

 


“It just felt
really, really good. And we saw it sort of steadily rolling in
through Atlantic Canada, and some of the tighter races we were
watching for looked like they were swinging our way. We had a
feeling that it was going to be a good night.

But to see the
kind of support we got – and we ended up getting it right across
the country – just left me really, really deeply grateful at the
level of confidence people are putting in me, and being very
conscious of the kind of hopes they’re putting in for four years of
a government that does things in a way that is slightly more
connected to Canadians.”

On how he felt on election night. W5. October 24, 2015

 


“Things fell
into place and there was an opportunity for fresh leadership. And -
I was - I was successful.”

On how he went from no political career to becoming Prime
Minister in only eight years. 60
Minutes. March 6, 2016

 


“Today, we
pause to remember and honour the Canadian men and women who have
served our country and fought for freedom around the world.

Time may fade,
but our memories cannot. We all have a duty to hold the torch high,
and to keep its flame alight. Liberty’s cause beats deeply within
our hearts, and every generation of Canadians has answered the call
to serve.

We must remember that, during the First and Second World Wars,
Canada and Newfoundland fought side by side. This year marks the
100th anniversary of the Battle of Beaumont-Hamel, when a generation
of Newfoundlanders laid down their lives in defence of the freedom,
democracy, and diversity that we enjoy today.

We honour
Canada’s bravest, who stand shoulder to shoulder with our allies
around the world. Every day, they face down the threat of
terrorism, and protect the values we cherish most.

At 11:00 am, I
encourage all Canadians – no matter where you are – to observe the
two minutes of silence. When we remember, we must remember war as
it was and as it is. Freedom’s terrible price is known but to the
few who have fought for it.

That is why
today we stand sombre and silent, with poppies close to our hearts,
and take the time to remember.

Lest we
forget.”

On Canada’s
Remembrance Day, an annual day (November 11th) when members of the
armed forces are commemorated and celebrated. Press release by
Trudeau on November 11, 2016

 


“This is the
kind of work-life balance that I’ve often talked about as being
essential in order to be able to be in service of the country.”

On taking a day off in Japan before the G7 Summit to spend the
time with his wife, celebrating their 11th wedding
anniversary. Macleans. June 3, 2016

 


“At sunset
today, Jewish communities – in Canada, in Israel, and around the
world – will observe the beginning of Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement.

Yom Kippur is
one of the holiest days in the Jewish calendar. It marks the end of
the 10 Days of Awe, and is a time for repentance and renewal.

On this
occasion, families and loved ones gather to fast and pray, reflect
on the past year, and seek peace and reconciliation for the year to
come.

Yom Kippur is
an opportunity for us all to reflect on the tremendous
contributions that the Jewish Canadian community has made – and
continues to make – to the shaping and building of our great
country. We know that Canada is a stronger and more resilient
country because of its diversity.

G’mar Chatimah
Tova.”

On Yom Kippur.
Press release by Trudeau on October 11, 2016

 


“(Past Prime
Minister) Mr. Harper refused to actually talk with the premiers
about health care, just kept sending cheques to the provinces
without even checking that the money was being spent on health
care.

We simply want
to say yes, we’re going to continue to invest in health care, we
know it’s important for Canadians, but we want to make sure that
the federal money invested in health care actually gets spent on
health care by the provinces. And I don’t think that’s
unreasonable.”

On how federal health dollars are spent.
CBC News. October 19,
2016

 


“Very simply.
Normal computers work, either there’s power going through a wire,
or not. It’s 1, or a 0, they’re binary systems. What quantum states
allow for is much more complex information to be encoded into a
single bit.

Don’t get me
going on this, or we’ll be here all day, trust me.”

On how quantum computing works. Business Insider. April 15,
2016

 


“Polls will go
up, polls will go down. My focus is, what are we doing that is the
right thing. I’ve pulled together a great team, we are working very
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