

EPILOGUE: HOW TO STAY ALIVE IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

ARE YOU READY TO MAKE THE COMMITMENT TO SEEING ALL THAT is magnificent in Glacier National Park—its mountains, snowfields, forests, landscapes, wildflowers, animals, clear skies, lakes, and rivers—and living to tell the tale?

It’s easier than you may think after reading this book, so let me remind you again: Fewer than three people per year actually die in the park, and some years no one dies at all. By following a few simple rules and taking some entirely reasonable precautions, you can make the most of your visit and come home with plenty of photos and accounts of your adventures.

Here are the basic guidelines you need, based on the advice of the National Park Service, Glacier park management, and experts in hiking and climbing safety.


AROUND THE PARK

Stay on designated trails. Most people are not prepared to venture off-trail into the backcountry, and you can see plenty of marvelous sights from the established trails throughout the park. Note the directions you’ll see on trail signs, and pay attention to blazes and markers to be sure you’re still on your intended trail.

Stay behind protective fences, guardrails, and barriers. Barriers are placed for your protection, not to keep you from enjoying the park. The moment you step beyond a guardrail or boundary, you risk injury.

Watch out for traffic. When you stop at a pull-off along the side of a road, keep an eye out for oncoming traffic and fast-moving vehicles, just as you would on any busy street. Drivers gazing out over a spectacular view may not see you on the road, so watch out for people who are not watching out for you.

If you’re driving, watch the road. It’s easy to be distracted by everything there is to see at Glacier, so if you want more time to enjoy a view, pull over into an area designated for that purpose and stop. Pedestrians, bicyclists, and people on horseback are everywhere along the park’s major roadways—so keep an eye out.

Enjoy wildlife from a safe distance. Mountain goats, bighorn sheep, bears, and elk all can feel threatened when humans get too close. Many of these animals will charge or attack you if you try to get in close for a photo. To get great photos, shoot with a telephoto lens from a safe distance away. If you’re in your car and you spot wildlife from the road, pull over at the first available area and take your photos from inside your car. Above all, do not feed any wildlife in the park.




HIKING—FRONTCOUNTRY OR BACKCOUNTRY

Don’t hike alone. The lure of solitude in the wild may be very attractive, but you need to take note of the number of lone hikers described in this book who went missing for weeks, months, or even indefinitely. Hiking and camping with at least one other person can make the difference between a great day on the trail and a misadventure that ends in tragedy. At the very least, a partner on a climb or hike will know where you are if something happens to you, and he or she can call or run for help.

File your plan with a ranger. If you’re planning a lengthy wilderness hike or climb, you will need a backcountry permit to camp—which means that you will file a hiking plan at a ranger station or visitor center. Even if you don’t plan to camp, it’s a good idea to let rangers know where you intend to go and when you plan to return. With a million acres of land to search, the plan you file will allow rangers to narrow the field quickly if they need to locate you in a crisis.

Listen to rangers. People who work in the park daily know which trails may be compromised by weather events, where avalanches and rockslides may be possible, where forest fires are burning within the park, where bears have been sighted, and whether it’s advisable to attempt the hike or climb you have in mind. If they warn you not to take a certain route, change your plans.

Sign the trail register. It may seem like a folksy tradition, but your signature in the trail register can save your life. It helps rangers discover exactly where you started your hike, so they can narrow a search if you become lost in the wilderness. Hikers who took the same trail in the last few days also may make note of unusual obstacles like rockslides, washed-out stream crossings, icy areas, or bears in the vicinity. Take heed of these warnings as you plan your route.

Carry more than you need. Survival can become critical in the wilderness, so at the very least bring extra food, clothing, ways to keep warm, and a way to signal your location. Many hiking associations have their own list of the Ten Essentials you should bring on any hike, but here is the classic, most widely accepted list:


	Map

	Compass (or other navigation tool, like a GPS)

	Sunglasses and sunscreen

	Extra clothing, including rain gear

	Headlamp or flashlight

	First-aid supplies

	Fire starter—material that will ignite quickly and burn long enough for you to get a fire started

	Matches

	Knife

	Extra food and water



In addition, many hiking clubs recommend that you bring emergency shelter, a repair kit and tools (including a roll of duct tape), and a water filter kit when you hike in Glacier. If you need to signal your location, a mirror can be invaluable.

Know your limits. Many hikers and climbers come to Glacier to take on a greater challenge than they have ever tried before. If you’re one of these adventurers, be sure that you understand the kinds of skills required to complete the climb successfully. Hike or climb with someone who has the requisite experience to be sure your party gets home safely, and take all the necessary precautions, from carrying the right gear to recognizing that the challenge may be too great.

Watch your step on snowfields. Even if you’re not planning a technical climb across a glacier or snowfield, you may be fascinated by the opportunity to walk in snow in July. These snow-covered areas are not like your backyard, however: snow can hide large crevasses in the ice below, and a wrong step can send you plunging down several stories into a very cold place. Think twice before walking out onto open snow.

Watch out for loose scree and shale. Glacier is not a granite park, not even near the Granite Park Chalet (the igneous rock there is basalt). These mountains are made of sedimentary rock, so ledges and slopes can be as flaky as piecrust and give way under your feet. Step carefully and gauge the stability of a surface before you tread there, especially if you’re walking along narrow ledges. Many climbing and hiking accidents result from unstable rock underfoot.

Check for avalanche advisories. Visit the Flathead Avalanche Center website at www.flatheadavalanche.org, or call them at (406) 257-8402 for updates about the potential for avalanches in specific areas of the park.




ON AND AROUND WATER

In Glacier National Park and in many other large wilderness parks throughout the National Park Service system, drowning is the number one cause of death. Take some basic precautions to enjoy Glacier’s extensive system of lakes, rivers, and streams without incident.

Understand that this water is very, very cold. Fueled mostly by glacial meltwater and snowmelt, these waterways usually hover at just above the freezing point. A fall into water this cold can produce hypothermia, the condition that leads to freezing to death. Your best bet is to stay out of this water and enjoy it from the safety of the shore—or from a boat.

Stay off slippery or moss-covered rocks and logs. It may look like fun to hop from one boulder to the next in the middle of a rushing stream, but you will be surprised at how slick these rocks become when they’re wet. Many deaths result from people slipping and falling from these rocks into frigid water.

Don’t wade in or ford swift streams. The water is moving faster than you think, and it’s deeper and colder than you realize. You can be swept away by the current, and the cold will take over very quickly once you’re in the water.

Don’t wade into a stream at the top of a waterfall. It’s hard to believe that this needs to be said, but people die in Glacier and other parks (most famously Yosemite) because they wade out into a rushing stream to get a photo of a waterfall from the top. Here’s a life-saving tip from my husband and me, the author and photographer of three editions of the book Hiking Waterfalls in New York: There’s nothing to see up there at the top of the falls. You’ll get a much better photo from the bottom—and from the shore.

If you fly fish, choose a fairly calm stream. It’s no fun to fish if you’re struggling against the current all morning, and it’s less fun if the current wins. Talk to a ranger about the best and safest places to fish in the park on the day of your visit.

Stay in your boat. Keep your hands and arms in the boat, and don’t stand up or lean over the side. Boats can capsize, and Glacier’s lakes can be hundreds of feet deep.

Wear a life jacket. If your boat does capsize, your best chance for survival is to stay at the surface, where you can be found and retrieved quickly. At Glacier none of the people who drowned when their boats capsized were wearing life jackets. Learn from their example.

Carry water filtration equipment. If you are camping in the backcountry, you will need an approved filter if you plan to draw on the park’s waterways. The parasite Giardia lamblia is found in the park’s water; it causes giardiasis, a disease that gives you cramps, persistent diarrhea, and nausea. Your best defense against this is to carry water from one of the park’s treated water systems.




ABOUT BEARS

Both black bears and grizzly bears live in Glacier, and hikers and campers often encounter them. If you follow these guidelines for visitor safety, you will enjoy your bear sighting from a safe distance.

Make noise when hiking. For all their size and power, bears have only average hearing and rather poor eyesight. Make plenty of noise when you’re hiking—talk, sing, call out, and clap your hands at regular intervals. Don’t depend on bear bells to make enough noise; they generally are not loud enough to let the animals know you’re on your way. Once the bear hears you coming, chances are good that it will move away from the trail and leave you alone.

Assume the bears are nearby. Even the most popular and well-used trails may go through bear country, so don’t assume that there are no bears there because so many people hike here daily. Keep making noise (and ignore the people who give you the evil eye for being noisy) and keep your eyes open for bears in the area.

Watch out for surprises. When you approach streams, shrubs full of berries, fields of cow parsnip or glacier lilies, or areas of dense vegetation, keep your eyes open for bears. As they can’t always smell or hear you, you may startle a bear by approaching fairly quietly.

Do not approach bears. Bears are not tame, and they are not zoo animals. You have come to their natural habitat in the wild, so you want to steer clear of them as much as possible. Don’t try to get closer for a better photo. While deaths from bear attacks have been scant throughout the park’s history, visitors have been mauled, seriously injured, and killed because they tried to get too close. Says the park’s website: “Never intentionally get close to a bear. Individual bears have their own personal space requirements, which vary depending on their mood. Each will react differently, and its behavior can’t be predicted. All bears are dangerous and should be respected equally.”

Carry bear spray. Pepper spray is one good defense against a charging bear. Nontoxic with no permanent effect, it triggers “temporary incapacitating discomfort” in the bear, which can halt an attack and give you the opportunity to get away from the animal. If a bear charges you, aim the aerosol directly in the bear’s face. This is not a bear repellent—spraying it on yourself (as you would an insect repellent) will not keep bears away. As the park’s guidelines note, “Under no circumstances should bear spray create a false sense of security or serve as a substitute for standard safety precautions in bear country.”

If you encounter a grizzly bear, do this. As every bear will react differently to you, there is no set protocol that will result in a surefire escape. Here are the guidelines offered by Glacier National Park:


	Talk quietly or not at all; the time to make loud noise is before you encounter a bear.

	Try to detour around the bear if possible.

	Do not run! Back away slowly but stop if it seems to agitate the bear.

	Try to assume a nonthreatening posture. Turn sideways, or bend at the knees to appear smaller.

	Use peripheral vision. Bears may interpret direct eye contact as threatening.

	Drop something (not food) to distract the bear. Keep your pack on for protection in case of an attack.

	If a bear attacks and you have pepper spray, use it!

	If the bear makes contact, protect your chest and abdomen by falling to the ground on your stomach, or assuming a fetal position to reduce the severity of an attack. Cover the back of your neck with your hands. Do not move until you are certain the bear has left.



Store food safely. When bears find human food in campsites, they learn to come back to these campsites again and again to devour table scraps or plunder trash cans. As we saw in the story of the Night of the Grizzlies in 1967 (see chapter 6), these bears can lose their aversion to humans and begin to see us as prey. As you plan your backcountry trip, check with the park to find out the latest requirements for food storage—and at the very least, store your food in the bear-proof lockers and/or on poles you will find at all sixty-three backcountry campsites throughout the park.

Follow these guidelines to make your visit to Glacier National Park the experience of a lifetime you hope it will be. Once again, I urge you to join more than three million people who discover and explore this park every year, with the knowledge that a few simple precautions will help you make certain that your trip is memorable for all the right reasons: the outdoor adventures, the wildlife sightings, the spectacular landscapes, and the people you encounter here at the Crown of the Continent.






APPENDIX: LIST OF DEATHS, 1913–2025

Deaths in Glacier National Park 1913–2025 (in order of date)





	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Prince, Joe
	?
	January 8, 1913
	Cut Bank
	Exposure



	Fletcher, Dr. Calvin
	54
	August 13, 1913
	Blackfoot Glacier
	Exposure



	McKinnon, George
	?
	September 16, 1922
	Two Medicine
	Bridge collapse



	Davis, Jane
	39
	June 25, 1916
	Two Medicine River
	Drowning



	Kettlesand, J. D.
	?
	September 1, 1919
	St. Mary Lake
	Coronary episode



	Barker, Charles
	24
	September 8, 1922
	Divide Creek Hill
	Vehicle accident



	Jones, Samantha
	18
	July 1, 1923
	Lake McDonald
	Drowning



	Haber, Fred W., Jr.
	19
	July 1, 1923
	Lake McDonald
	Drowning



	Peterson, Esther
	28
	June 29, 1924
	Mt. Altyn
	Fall off ledge



	Trogdon, Donald
	13
	July 4, 1924
	St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Whitehead, Joseph
	29
	August 24, 1924
	Between Granite Lake and Lake McDonald
	Lost, never found



	Whitehead, Wm. A.
	22
	August 24, 1924
	Between Granite Lake and Lake McDonald
	Lost, never found



	Davis, Jack
	26
	June 25, 1925
	Lake McDonald
	Vehicle accident



	Cartwright, J. L.
	?
	July 9, 1925
	“over a precipice” in the direction of Sperry Glacier
	Fall



	Cushing, J. C.
	?
	July 11, 1925
	Near Sperry
	Exposure



	Longini, Lena
	20
	July 15, 1925
	St. Mary Falls
	Drowning



	Longini, Harry
	11
	July 15, 1925
	St. Mary Falls
	Drowning



	Wheeler, J. B.
	?
	August 14, 1925
	Lake Ellen Wilson
	Exposure



	Wheeler, Mrs. J. B.
	?
	August 14, 1925
	Lake Ellen Wilson
	Exposure



	McAfee, William B.
	?
	February 10, 1926
	Kishenehn Ranger District
	Suicide, gunshot



	Rudberg, Charles
	?
	June 28, 1926
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Fall from rope



	Helander, Ole
	37
	February 7, 1927
	Lake McDonald
	Exposure



	Clark, Stanley
	33
	June 27, 1931
	St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Rosenquist, Carl
	?
	August 26, 1931
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Trauma from falling rock












	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Swanson, Gust
	48
	July 14, 1932
	1.5 mi E of Logan Pass
	Hit by rockslide



	Bell, W. Cosby
	?
	July 1, 1933
	Mt. Brown
	Never returned



	Whalen, Frank E.
	?
	July 8, 1933
	Headquarters garage
	Heart attack



	Richeson, William M.
	21
	July 19, 1933
	Mt. Apgar
	Hit by a falling snag



	Pearce, John Joe
	35
	November 27, 1933
	Glacier Park
	Fall into rock crusher



	Faber, Rt. Rev. W. F.
	74
	July 20, 1934
	Two Medicine
	Exposure



	Greppo, Michael
	34
	July 23, 1934
	Sherburne Lake
	Drowning



	Montemarano, Amato
	18
	July 23, 1934
	Sherburne Lake
	Drowning



	Cooper, Gilbert Lafayette
	19
	July 23, 1934
	Sherburne Lake
	Drowning



	Lumley, Dr. F. H.
	27
	August 13, 1934
	Goat Haunt
	Never found



	Haines, William C.
	17
	September 6, 1934
	Fire line east of Belton
	Hit in head by snag



	Kelley, Frank
	60s
	January 14, 1935
	Lake McDonald
	Pneumonia



	Kelley, Mrs. Frank
	60s
	January 14, 1935
	Lake McDonald
	Pneumonia



	Hayden, Dudley Jr.
	2
	March 21, 1935
	Lubec
	Drowning



	Bogar, Geraldine
	15
	July 7, 1935
	North Fork Road
	Vehicle accident



	Gray, Herbert
	16
	July 26, 1936
	Garden Wall
	Climbing accident



	Oastler, Dr. Frank
	70
	August 2, 1936
	Many Glacier
	Coronary episode



	Campbell, Lloyd "Hump"
	34
	August 24, 1937
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Crane plunged off road



	Shepard, Gilbert
	19
	June 20, 1938
	Grinnell Point
	Climbing



	Aldrich, Andrew "Jackie"
	20
	January 6, 1939
	McDonald Creek, Mt. Apgar
	Hit by chopped tree



	Owens, Arrah
	69
	July 15, 1940
	Josephine Lake
	Natural causes



	Kippen, N. A.
	?
	August 20, 1940
	Many Glacier
	Coronary episode



	Olson, Mrs. Simon
	48
	June 4, 1941
	Many Glacier
	Drowning



	Sibley, Cal Irvin
	23
	December 27, 1941
	Apgar
	Home fire



	Fehlberg, Eunice
	41
	July 5, 1942
	Kintla Lake
	Drowning



	Lee, Major Fred
	?
	October 12, 1949
	McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Stokes, Robert
	18
	July 12, 1950
	Mt. Wilbur
	Climbing



	Denney, Frank A.
	?
	July 27, 1950
	St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Pinney, James B.
	?
	September 13, 1950
	Kintla Lake
	Drowning



	Provine, John C.
	?
	September 13, 1950
	Kintla Lake
	Drowning



	Olinger, Aubrey
	?
	September 13, 1950
	Kintla Lake
	Drowning



	Thomas, J. Louis
	61
	July 10, 1951
	Two Medicine Lake
	Drowning












	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Norris, Charles
	19
	July 28, 1951
	St. Mary Bridge
	Motorcycle accident



	Byrd, Bernida M.
	8 mo.
	August 5, 1951
	Near Avalanche camp
	Car hit by falling tree



	Stokes, Samuel
	64
	August 28, 1951
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Fall down a cliff



	Dion, Robert
	17
	July 29, 1952
	Little Chief Mt.
	Fall while climbing



	Stewart, Frank B.
	74
	August 3, 1952
	St. Mary River
	Drowning



	Beaton, George H.
	44
	May 26, 1953
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Avalanche



	Whitford, William A.
	45
	May 26, 1953
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Avalanche



	Kasen, Peter Allen
	18
	August 6, 1953
	Mt. Helen
	Fall while climbing



	Trogden, Don
	18
	June 30, 1954
	Sherburne Lake
	Drowning



	Larson, James
	18
	August 8, 1954
	Swiftcurrent Lake
	Drowning



	Showen, Albert L.
	64
	February 15, 1955
	Park Headquarters
	Coronary



	Washburn, John
	49
	February 28, 1955
	Apgar at residence
	Shoveling motel roof



	Johnson, June B.
	20
	July 21, 1955
	Mt. Altyn
	Climbing accident



	Jam, John S.
	26
	August 21, 1955
	Many Glacier
	Vehicle accident



	McMullin, George
	51
	April 10, 1956
	Headquarters
	Coronary episode



	Matheson, Kenneth
	47
	July 15, 1956
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Fall



	Meuser, William L.
	69
	July 21, 1956
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Natural causes



	Miller, L. E.
	62
	July 27, 1956
	Swiftcurrent Pass
	Coronary episode



	Seargent, Victor E.
	60
	July 10, 1958
	On a road (driving)
	Coronary episode



	Jensen, Mrs. Jean
	23
	August 16, 1958
	Lake McDonald Lodge
	Natural causes



	Bowman, Leo
	?
	May 31, 1959
	Many Glacier
	Motorcycle accident



	Carmack, John
	?
	June 21, 1959
	Headquarters
	Natural causes



	Lynch, Robert D.
	33
	July 23, 1959
	US Highway 2
	Vehicle accident



	Grist, James D.
	52
	July 23, 1959
	US Highway 2
	Vehicle accident



	Stone, Michael
	13
	July 26, 1960
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Steinmetz, Frederick
	19
	July 28, 1960
	Red Gap Pass
	Fall while hiking



	Mayall, Lillian
	52
	August 28, 1960
	McDonald Falls
	Fall while hiking



	Moylan, James F.
	17
	June 21, 1961
	Mt. Henkel
	Climbing



	Evans, Boyd H.
	73
	July 29, 1961
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Coronary



	Scott, Gordon E.
	43
	August 7, 1961
	St. Mary campground
	Coronary



	Dickman, Elberta
	42
	June 28, 1962
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning in rescue attempt



	Leckie, Alice Jean
	52
	June 28, 1962
	Garden Wall
	Trauma from falling rock



	Larson, Ronald W.
	23
	September 2, 1962
	Sprague Creek Campground
	Vehicle accident












	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Culp, Harry
	
	September 7, 1962
	Many Glacier Hotel
	Natural (in sleep)



	Delaney, Jerome T.
	19
	June 18, 1963
	Mt. Pollock
	Fall while descending



	Trenor, Gregory W. A.
	6
	June 26, 1963
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Dumay, Thomas
	21
	June 28, 1963
	Upper Lake McDonald
	Drowning



	Wilson, David Paul
	21
	July 21, 1963
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Climbing, never found



	McPhillips, Frank
	70
	August 23, 1963
	Two Medicine Lake
	Vehicle accident (in lake)



	Gerrish, Paul J.
	5
	July 16, 1964
	Headquarters
	Bicyclist hit by truck



	Fulton, Clara
	64
	July 21, 1964
	Lake Josephine
	Natural causes



	Gelston, Kenneth
	22
	July 25, 1964
	St. Mary Falls
	Fall while hiking



	Jones, Paul E.
	46
	May 11, 1965
	Near Avalanche Campground
	Suicide



	Davie, Christine
	8 mo.
	July 20, 1965
	McDonald Lodge
	Respiratory incident



	Noldon, Henry M.
	65
	July 25, 1965
	Lake McDonald
	Coronary



	VanMun, Laurie
	6
	August 4, 1965
	Trick Falls
	Fall while hiking



	Smith, C. K. B.
	77
	August 12, 1965
	Two Medicine
	Coronary



	Ley, Audrey
	56
	August 19, 1965
	Many Glacier
	Coronary



	Flammond, Everett
	20
	June 14, 1966
	Many Glacier Road
	Vehicle accident



	Kittson, James
	16
	June 14, 1966
	Many Glacier Road
	Vehicle accident



	DeVaney, Rev. J. H.
	52
	July 30, 1966
	Mount Oberlin
	Fall while hiking



	Schrieber, Rev. P. F.
	38
	August 13, 1966
	Logan Pass cliff
	Fall while hiking



	Jungster, Hans
	49
	March 7, 1967
	Apgar Village
	Coronary incident



	Tettlebach, Douglas
	20
	July 3, 1967
	Mount Custer
	Fall while descending



	Helgeson, Julie M.
	19
	August 13, 1967
	Granite Park CG
	Grizzly attack



	Koons, Michele L.
	19
	August 13, 1967
	Trout Lake CG
	Grizzly attack



	Moors, Keith
	33
	December 28, 1967
	Nyack Area
	Falling tree



	Jones, Larry
	29
	May 26, 1968
	Apgar Picnic Area
	Suicide



	Neale, Diane
	19
	June 22, 1968
	Many Glacier Road
	Vehicle accident



	Gettys, Paul
	17
	July 24, 1969
	Altyn Peak
	Fall while climbing



	Long, Rodney W.
	50
	August 23, 1969
	Fish Creek Campground
	Climbing



	Kanzler, Jerry
	18
	December 30, 1969
	Mt. Cleveland
	Avalanche



	Progreba, Clare
	22
	December 30, 1969
	Mt. Cleveland
	Avalanche



	Levitan, Mark
	20
	December 30, 1969
	Mt. Cleveland
	Avalanche



	Martin, Ray
	22
	December 30, 1969
	Mt. Cleveland
	Avalanche



	Anderson, James
	18
	December 30, 1969
	Mt. Cleveland
	Avalanche



	Mellett, Melvin M.
	63
	May 19, 1970
	Eddies Café, Apgar
	Coronary












	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Delaney, George
	65
	June 1, 1970
	Lower St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Delaney, Herb
	42
	June 1, 1970
	Lower St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Personett, Robert
	23
	June 30, 1970
	North Fork River
	Drowning



	Fisher, Neil T.
	9
	July 5, 1970
	Lower McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Straley, Chris B.
	56
	July 22, 1970
	Many Glacier Hotel
	Coronary



	Perry, Roscoe M.
	72
	December 11, 1970
	US 2: Goatlick Area
	Vehicle accident



	Mattson, Lowell
	40
	February 6, 1971
	North Fork River
	Snowmobile accident



	Kitzman, Maynard E.
	55
	July 4, 1971
	Many Glacier
	Vehicle accident



	Pokorney, Francis
	59
	July 5, 1971
	Many Glacier Hotel
	Coronary



	Boughner, Sally
	22
	July 30, 1971
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Matthews, Ronald
	32
	August 15, 1971
	Sperry Glacier
	Fall into crevasse



	North, Mrs. Perihan
	43
	July 5, 1972
	St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Grove, Nathan
	64
	August 24, 1972
	Grinnell Glacier Trail
	Heart attack



	Sander, Adrian
	62
	August 6, 1973
	St. Mary Campground
	Heart attack



	Staner, Karl J.
	72
	August 21, 1973
	McDonald Falls
	Drowning



	Dunn, Michael
	22
	August 23, 1973
	Upper Two Medicine Lake
	Drowning



	Chrissman, Roy
	18
	July 6, 1974
	US 2: West of Goat Lick
	Motorcycle accident



	Neyer, Michael
	22
	July 15, 1974
	Rising Wolf Mountain
	Fall



	Hunting, John P.
	20
	August 18, 1974
	Stoney Indian Peak
	Fall



	Finley, Greg A.
	19
	July 4, 1975
	Mount Brown
	Fall



	Donovan, Donald
	45
	November 1, 1975
	Flinch Peak
	Airplane crash



	See, Kathryn M.
	31
	November 1, 1975
	Flinch Peak
	Airplane crash



	Krell, James
	42
	June 18, 1976
	Lake McDonald
	Boating accident



	Raider, Sam
	27
	July 3, 1976
	Mt. Clemens
	Fall



	Boos, David
	17
	July 15, 1976
	Mt. Siyeh
	Fall



	Ash, Don William
	29
	August 1, 1976
	Haystack Butte
	Fall into creek



	Mahoney, Mary P.
	21
	September 23, 1976
	Many Glacier Campground
	Fatal grizzly attack



	Barry, David Noel
	20
	June 23, 1977
	Wilbur Creek
	Drowning



	Hill, Randy
	22
	June 23, 1977
	Wilbur Creek
	Drowning



	Squibb, Margaret W.
	18
	July 2, 1978
	Rising Wolf Mountain
	Fall



	Brown, Nancy Anderson
	24
	July 31, 1978
	Grinnell Point
	Fall



	D’Arcy, Doug
	17
	June 13, 1979
	St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Berger, Troy
	17
	June 13, 1979
	St. Mary Lake
	Drowning



	Griggs, Coleen G.
	20
	August 31, 1979
	St. Mary
	Motorcycle accident












	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Ammerman, Jane A.
	19
	July 24, 1980
	St. Mary
	Fatal grizzly attack



	Eberly, Kim
	19
	July 24, 1980
	St. Mary
	Fatal grizzly attack



	Gordon, Laurence
	33
	September 30, 1980
	Elizabeth Lake
	Fatal grizzly attack



	Ellis, David H.
	69
	June 17, 1981
	Many Glacier
	Heart attack



	McLean, Carla
	26
	July 12, 1981
	Two Medicine
	Vehicle accident



	Dolack, Kevin P.
	7
	July 22, 1981
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Danielowski, Betty
	40
	July 27, 1981
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Danielowski, Don
	41
	July 27, 1981
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Bareham, Charles
	30
	August 22, 1981
	Hidden Lake Trail
	Fall



	Donaghey, Harry
	23
	August 29, 1981
	Mt. Stimson
	Fall



	Oakes, DeVali
	13
	June 15, 1982
	Avalanche Creek
	Drowning



	Handford, Lisa
	20
	August 6, 1982
	Haystack Butte Creek
	Drowning



	Lieser, Walter E.
	84
	August 24, 1982
	Many Glacier Hotel
	Cardiac arrest



	Hatley, Ted
	20
	May 28, 1983
	Lower Kintla Lake
	Drowning



	Pongrace, Frederick H.
	31
	July 13, 1983
	1 mile above Loop
	Stabbed to death



	Sullivan, Paul
	48
	July 21, 1983
	Village Inn
	Heart attack



	Fernekes, Steven
	27
	October 12, 1983
	South Swiftcurrent Glacier
	Climbing accident



	Herron, Robert W.
	34
	January 24, 1984
	US 2: East of Walton Ranger Station
	Vehicle accident



	Tolley, Mary E.
	72
	August 30, 1984
	Bowman Lake Campground
	Heart attack



	Walton, Robert S.
	35
	May 4, 1985
	St. Mary Entrance Station
	Motorcycle accident



	Tangvold, Thor
	19
	June 10, 1985
	Ptarmigan Falls
	Climbing accident



	Conway, Jim
	28
	September 5, 1985
	Near Siyeh Bend
	Airplane crash



	Conway, Judith
	57
	September 5, 1985
	Near Siyeh Bend
	Airplane crash



	Frahn, Gerald
	68
	September 5, 1985
	Apgar Campground
	Heart attack



	Soderlund, Peter
	25
	April 29, 1986
	Near Packers Roost
	Suicide



	Bauer, Charles
	27
	May 31, 1986
	Mt. Reynolds
	Fall while hiking



	McCauley, James
	80
	July 5, 1986
	Near Avalanche Campground
	Natural causes



	Reed, Ross
	43
	August 3, 1986
	Weeping Wall
	Vehicle accident



	Jacobsen, Geraldine
	64
	August 7, 1986
	Upper Lake McDonald Rd.
	Fall from horse



	Waslovich, Yvonne V.
	34
	August 31, 1986
	East of Logan Pass
	Fall



	Gibbs, Charles "Chuck"
	40
	April 25, 1987
	Elk Mountain
	Fatal grizzly attack



	Cox, Bradley J.
	32
	June 4, 1987
	GTSR–Near Triple Arches
	Motorcycle accident



	Goeden, Gary
	29
	July 25, 1987
	Apekuni Cirque
	Fatal grizzly attack












	NAME
	AGE
	DATE OF DEATH
	LOCATION
	CAUSE





	Hall, Robert
	34
	September 1, 1987
	Many Glacier Road
	Motorcycle accident



	Isch, Harry
	69
	July 21, 1988
	Near Hidden Lake
	Heart attack on hike



	Schustrom, Barbara
	50
	April 2, 1990
	Near Upper McDonald Cr.
	Suicide



	Skeen, Thomas E.
	81
	June 25, 1990
	Apgar
	Heart attack



	Grapatin, Dale
	45
	July 16, 1990
	Chief Mountain
	Heart attack; fall



	Wiebe, Norman J.
	29
	August 8, 1990
	GTSR–Near Triple Arches
	Motorcycle accident



	McCartie, Brian
	21
	September 8, 1990
	Bishop's Cap
	Climbing accident



	Fetter, Edgar M.
	53
	August 3, 1991
	GTSR–East of East Side Tunnel
	Vehicle accident



	Ochenrider, Gordon
	45
	August 15, 1991
	Southern slope Mt. Siyeh
	Climbing accident



	Lecke, Sandra
	46
	August 17, 1991
	Near Logan Creek
	Heart attack



	Smith, Willard A.
	57
	February 12, 1992
	Near Logan Pass
	Airplane crash



	Smith, Marion V.
	54
	February 12, 1992
	Near Logan Pass
	Airplane crash



	Hodges, Merwin
	79
	May 19, 1992
	Two Medicine Lake
	Heart attack while hiking



	Efraimson, George
	63
	July 11, 1992
	Kelly's Camp Visitor
	Cardiac arrest



	Skibsrud, Josh
	20
	July 19, 1992
	Mt. Gould
	Climbing accident



	Petranyi, John
	40
	October 3, 1992
	Trail to Granite Park
	Grizzly bear mauling



	Wood, Suzanne R.
	52
	June 18, 1993
	Many Glacier CG
	Cardiac arrest



	Dezort, Sophie Ann
	79
	June 20, 1993
	US 2, Walton area
	Vehicle accident



	Nixon, Francine A.
	48
	July 24, 1993
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Fall into creek



	Breitbart, Lela
	24
	June 21, 1995
	Trail SE Avalanche Lake
	Caught in rockslide



	Schubert, Taggart
	24
	January 12, 1996
	Jackson Glacier
	Fall



	Swanson, Margaret
	78
	June 14, 1996
	On GTSR near Wilson
	Natural causes



	Kamochi, Tsuyoshi
	30
	June 23, 1996
	Rimrock, GTSR
	Large rock fell on vehicle



	Jercinovic, Toma
	22
	July 28, 1996
	Above Avalanche Lake
	Fall while bushwhacking



	Robison, Mark
	24
	July 3, 1997
	On Rainbow Glacier
	Climbing accident



	Foster, Chris
	23
	July 3, 1997
	On Rainbow Glacier
	Climbing accident



	Truszkowski, Matt
	25
	July 6, 1997
	Mt. Sinopah, Two Medicine
	Climbing accident



	Dokken, Roger
	62
	September 1, 1997
	On Mt. Cleveland
	Climbing accident



	Dahl, Craig
	26
	May 17, 1998
	Appistoki Falls
	Mauled by grizzly bear



	Lindsey, Connie J.
	47
	July 5, 1998
	Ptarmigan Tunnel
	Knocked off cliff by horse



	Donald-Nelson, Brian
	27
	July 15, 1998
	Red Gap Pass
	Fall



	Simpson, William
	??
	August 4, 1998
	Rising Sun
	Heart attack
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	Ryan, Craig
	56
	July 21, 1999
	Mt. Clements
	Fall



	Addison, Harold
	74
	August 13, 1999
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Fall, stepped over retaining wall



	Laird, Dale
	42
	April 16, 2000
	Kennedy Lake/Mt. Henkel
	Airplane crash



	Mayer, Henry
	59
	July 24, 2000
	2 miles W. of Road Camp
	Heart attack



	Wolk, Christopher B.
	26
	August 9, 2000
	Swiftcurrent Creek
	Falling rock



	Whalen, Patrick T.
	33
	November 2, 2000
	Atlantic Creek Backcountry Campground
	Never returned



	Parks, James M.
	83
	June 11, 2001
	Lake McDonald Lodge
	Pneumonia



	Harris, Don Fogg
	85
	June 14, 2001
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Fall while exiting vehicle



	Olseth, David
	30
	August 5, 2001
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Bicycle flipped over wall



	Krajewski, Wojciech
	22
	August 13, 2001
	Mt. Jackson
	Fall



	Nery, Manita Felicidad Diaz
	59
	June 28, 2002
	Avalanche Creek
	Drowning



	Hart, Thomas
	17
	July 23, 2002
	Hudson Bay Creek
	Fall over waterfall



	Wiesike, Matthew Colin
	20
	August 5, 2002
	Reynolds Mt.
	Fall while hiking



	Smith, Manville J.
	61
	September 5, 2002
	Near Sperry Chalet
	Heart attack



	Kimble, Larry
	40
	June 27, 2003
	Fish Creek Area
	Missing, presumed dead



	Peckham, Richard
	73
	August 15, 2003
	Near Siyeh Pass
	Collapse while hiking



	Horter, Mark
	49
	July 8, 2004
	3 miles up Scenic Point Trail–Two Medicine
	Collapse while hiking



	Cohn, Howard
	46
	July 27, 2004
	Grinnell Glacier
	Fall into crevasse



	Makescoldweather, Angel Star
	19
	September 3, 2004
	GTSR–Granite Creek Area
	Motor vehicle accident



	Johnston, David
	64
	July 20, 2005
	Upper Grinnell Lake
	Heart attack



	Brooks, Dennis
	43
	November 21, 2005
	Upper McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Grecco, Ronald
	66
	June 19, 2008
	Iceberg/Ptarmigan Trail
	Collapse while hiking



	Hwa, Yi Jien
	27
	August 8, 2008
	Chute above Avalanche Lake
	Fall while hiking



	Colburn, Bruce
	54
	October 24, 2008
	Kintla Lake drainage
	Suicide–gunshot



	Greene, James R.
	22
	July 14, 2009
	Swiftcurrent Lake
	Drowning



	Labunetz, William
	67
	August 22, 2009
	Ahearn Mountain
	Fall while hiking



	Zlatnik, George S.
	51
	September 9, 2009
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Motorcycle accident



	Wright, Brian C.
	37
	March 31, 2010
	Mt. Shields
	Avalanche
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	McNamara, Elizabeth Gray
	62
	June 18, 2010
	Virginia Falls
	Drowning



	Croff, Clinton
	30
	July 29, 2010
	Two Medicine Road
	Suicide–puncture wounds



	Trisdale, Charles
	81
	August 12, 2010
	Logan Pass Parking Lot
	Collapse in car



	Sloan, Michael
	30
	September 21, 2010
	Lake McDonald at McDonald Creek
	Drowning



	Friesen, Ladell
	34
	February 22, 2011
	MM 182 US 2
	Vehicle accident



	Ryan, Nicholas
	30
	July 18, 2011
	Grinnell Glacier Trail
	Slide down snowfield



	Fish, Richard
	70
	July 23, 2011
	GTSR near Logan Creek
	Motorcycle accident



	Fergason, David
	69
	August 23, 2011
	Gunsight Pass Trail
	Collapse while hiking



	Rigby, Jacob “Jake”
	27
	August 29, 2011
	Peak “8888,” between Park and Ole Creeks
	Fall



	Kreiser, Jakson
	19
	July 29, 2012
	Above head of Hidden Lake
	Probable fall while hiking



	Blair, Merrill
	69
	August 20, 2012
	Rising Sun Restaurant
	Collapse



	Hughes, David
	67
	September 25, 2012
	NF of the Flathead River, 
	Drowning



	Reddig, Amy
	28
	March 13, 2013
	Lake McDonald Lodge Area
	Drowning



	Huseman, Charles
	64
	June 26, 2013
	Rimrock on Highline Trail
	Slide down snow onto GTSR



	Johnson, Cody
	25
	July 7, 2013
	Cliff next to the Loop
	Pushed off cliff (homicide)



	Flores, Cesar
	21
	July 9, 2013
	Apikuni Ridge
	Climbing accident



	Needham, Matthew
	21
	July 25, 2013
	Grinnell Point
	Climbing accident



	Sylvester, Abigail
	33
	July 13, 2014
	McDonald Creek
	Slip, fall into creek while taking photos



	Wehler, Beau
	22
	September 14, 2014
	Mount Siyeh
	Illegal BASE jump



	Avalos, Brandon Luis
	18
	September 18, 2014
	Big Drift area
	Fall while hiking



	Unidentified man
	
	March 25, 2015
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Suicide–gunshot



	Unnamed local contractor
	
	May 9, 2015
	Lake McDonald Lodge
	Heart attack



	Not Afraid, Clint Cory
	26
	May 4, 2016
	Running Eagle Falls
	Bad landing after jump



	Treat, Brad
	38
	June 29, 2016
	Just outside of the park on Green Gate Trail
	Fatal grizzly attack



	Douglas, Carl
	61
	July 25, 2016
	Mount Tupper
	Climbing accident



	Pilipow, Dan R.
	56
	August 30, 2016
	Mount Jackson
	Climbing accident



	Parsons, Ben
	36
	January 6, 2017
	Backcountry
	Avalanche
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	Durbin, Robert
	26
	July 22, 2017
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Drowning



	Flerchinger, Spencer
	15
	July 31, 2018
	Haystack Creek
	Fall while hiking



	Lui, Wei
	48
	March 26, 2019
	Lake McDonald
	Drowning



	Cadotte, Paul
	40
	June 11, 2019
	Two Medicine Road
	Killed by reckless driver



	Sinclair, Mark
	66
	July 8, 2019
	Highline Trail at Rimrocks
	Missing, presumed dead



	Poon, Wales Wai Ming
	64
	August 6, 2019
	Pray Lake
	Drowning



	Sparrow, Ayva
	14
	August 12, 2019
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Rockfall accident



	Unnamed man
	64
	September 2, 2019
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Natural or suicide



	Adams, George Calvin
	77
	July 1, 2020
	Hidden Meadow Trail
	Medical emergency



	Yarrow, Josh
	20
	July 21, 2020
	Dragon's Tail, near Logan Pass
	Fall



	Tragen, Barry
	68
	July 22, 2020
	Kintla Lake
	Missing, presumed dead



	“43-year-old Wisconsin man”
	43
	July 27, 2020
	Siyeh Bend trailhead
	Natural causes while hiking



	Xiao, David
	25
	August 16, 2020
	Mt. Sir Donald
	Fall



	Newton, Ronald
	62
	August 29, 2020
	North Fork of the Flathead River
	Drowning



	Mills, Linnea Rose
	18
	November 1, 2020
	Lake McDonald
	Scuba accident



	Coleman, Jennifer
	34
	August 30, 2021
	Logan Pass near Grinnell Glacier Overlook
	Fall



	Nichols, Winslow
	19
	June 7, 2022
	Mount Brown
	Fall



	Kennedy, Brian
	67
	July 21, 2022
	Dusty Star Mountain
	Climbing accident



	Beard, Jack
	67
	July 21, 2022
	Dusty Star Mountain
	Climbing accident



	Biondi, Bob
	79
	July 26, 2022
	Rising Wolf Mountain
	Fall down an off-trail slope



	Alquahtani, Atheer Abdulrahman S.
	28
	May 22, 2023
	Avalanche Creek
	Fall off a ledge



	Fuselier, Adam
	32
	August 29, 2023
	Reynolds Mountain
	Climbing accident



	Tones, Gillian
	26
	June 23, 2024
	Virginia Creek between St. Mary Falls and Virginia Falls
	Drowning



	Patil, Siddhant Vitthal
	26
	July 6, 2024
	Avalanche Creek
	Drowning



	Jha, Raju
	28
	July 6, 2024
	Lake McDonald
	Drowning



	Parker, Lucius Clay
	34
	July 29, 2024
	Going-to-the-Sun Road
	Vehicle accident



	Unnamed visitor
	
	June 6, 2025
	Avalanche Campground
	Suicide



	Astle, Brian
	42
	July 9, 2025
	Mount Gould
	Climbing accident
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