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1  INTRODUCTION
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The purchase of this book marks a significant moment in your journey. It means you've decided to take the step of becoming a citizen of the United States of America, and for that, you deserve heartfelt congratulations!

However, before you take the Oath of Allegiance and officially become a U.S. citizen, you must demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of this diverse and complex country. This involves successfully passing the U.S. Citizenship test, which is a key part of the naturalization process.

Citizenship isn't just a status; it carries with it a set of responsibilities and rights that are fundamental to the American democratic system. The Citizenship test ensures that you are aware of these responsibilities and rights, and have a solid understanding of the country's history, constitution, and government structure. This book will guide you through these topics and more, providing you with the knowledge you need to confidently take the test. The naturalization process can be challenging, but with the right preparation and guidance, it becomes manageable. This guide will provide you with the tools to understand the process, from the initial application to the final interview and examination. You'll learn what forms you need to submit, how to prepare for the interview, and the types of questions you may encounter in the Citizenship test. While this may seem daunting, remember that you're not alone. Approximately 14 percent of the U.S. population is composed of naturalized citizens, and the country has a long and rich history of immigration. 

From its inception, the United States has been shaped by the diverse cultures and experiences of people from around the globe, each bringing their unique perspectives and contributions. You are joining the ranks of millions who have taken their personal journeys towards American citizenship, and this book is here to guide you every step of the way.
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2  THE ABC’S OF THE USA
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In this chapter, I cover the basics of the United States of America, encapsulating all the topics relevant to the US Citizenship Examination. The chapter offers a thorough exploration of American Geography, Civics, and the history of the United States, including its leaders, government, and customs. Expect from this chapter a detailed examination of the subjects you'll need to prepare for the test that leads to becoming a naturalized citizen of the United States of America.
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2.1  Geography of the United States
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The United States of America is located on the North American continent where it is bordered by Canada in the North, and by Mexico in the South. You will notice on a map of the United States that there are two areas in North America, as well as one area in the Pacific Ocean. The larger portion of the United States is referred to as the Lower 48 States, or the Contiguous States. This means that 48 of the states border each other, and are located between Canada and Mexico. The larger state in the northwest corner of North America is Alaska, the largest state in the United States, and also the westernmost state in the country. In the Pacific Ocean, are the Hawaiian Islands, the 50th state to join the United States of America. 

These states are not the only territories that make up the United States. There are various locations and commonwealths all over the planet that belong to the United States such as the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, The Northern Marianas Islands, Guam, Midway Island and the American Virgin Islands just to name a few. The focus for the Geography of the United States however, will focus more on the 50 states that make up the United States of America. 

The United States, by land area, is the third or fourth largest country. It borders Canada in the North, and along Alaska, and Mexico to the South. Through Alaska, the United States has a maritime (sea) border with Russia, and through Florida, has water borders by Cuba and the Bahamas. The capital of the United States is Washington, D.C. located on a federal district made from land donated by Maryland and Virginia. This federal district is known as the District of Columbia. Most of the United States is located in the Northern Hemisphere except for American Samoa and Jarvis Island. 

The country has a very varied geography in the East Coast. The East Coast States include the 13 original colonies, plus Maine and Florida. The country is commonly divided into several regions as some of the states in these regions share similar characteristics. 

The New England States are Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. This was the area settled by the Pilgrims when they left England in search for a new place to live in. Plymouth Rock is the site where they landed, and it is located in Massachusetts. Boston is the largest city in the area and is the capital of Massachusetts. New England is bordered on the north by Quebec and New Brunswick in Canada, and by Long Island Sound in the south. New York State borders New England on the west, while the Atlantic Ocean borders New England in the east. New England has a rocky coastline and numerous islets. There are also high peaks and numerous rivers and valleys. The Appalachian Mountains and the Appalachian Trail may be found in this area, and form part of a large mountain chain that once served as a barrier from the East Coast of the United States to the rest of the country. 

The Mid-Atlantic States include New York (the State), New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and Delaware. West Virginia is sometimes included although it does not border the Atlantic Ocean.  The largest city in the area is New York City in New York State. The Mid-Atlantic region was one of the first areas settled in the country, particularly when the English founded Jamestown in Virginia. It is this region that became important in the foundation and establishment of the United States as a country. It is also in this region that you would find the District of Columbia, the location of Washington. The Mid-Atlantic Region has mountains, the Appalachian Mountains continue from New England through this region and southwards to the southern States. The Adirondack Mountains are located in the northern part of New York State. The northwest borders of the region include Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, two of the five Great Lakes. On the border of New York and Canada, you will be able to see Niagara Falls. Maryland and Virginia contain a large estuary. An estuary is an area where fresh water and salt water mix. You will find Chesapeake Bay in the Mid-Atlantic Region, surrounded by Maryland and Virginia and the Delmarva Peninsula. Washington, D.C. is located near this region and is found on the banks of the Potomac River. 

The Southeastern United States comprises a large territory that includes Maryland and Virginia (though these are also considered Mid-Atlantic states), Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana. Other areas included in this region may include Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Islands. The Southeastern United States is bordered on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, and by the Gulf of Mexico on the South. The Florida Keys are a group of islands located on the southernmost point of Florida. Key West is the southernmost part of the country located in the 48 states. The Appalachian Mountains end in Georgia. You will find the Mississippi River running through this area. It is the second-longest river in the United States, and it connects many landlocked states with the Atlantic Ocean through the Gulf of Mexico. The Tennessee River is a major river that runs through the inner regions of the southeastern United States that provides electricity in the landlocked areas of the region, and connects with the Ohio River.  In the areas of Florida and Georgia are swampy areas; the Everglades are a large wetland region located in Southern Florida. The Gulf Coast States (Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas) are prone to hurricanes. 

The Midwest States (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin) are located within the Great Plains of the United States. The areas of some of these states contain large areas of fertile land suitable for the production of crops and the promotion of agricultural industries. The Midwest is bordered by the Great Lakes (Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie and Ontario) in the North, the Appalachian Mountains in the East, and the Rocky Mountains to the West. Within this area are several large rivers: The Missouri River is the longest river in the United States and it connects to the Mississippi River. The Ohio River is another large river in the region. The Great Lakes connect the Midwest Region with the Atlantic Coast through the St. Lawrence Seaway and the Great Lakes Waterway. This means that ships from the Atlantic are able to sail into the United States into the Great Lakes region as far west as Minnesota. Most of the areas are quite flat with the presence of a few plateaus (raised areas of land that are flat on top). 

The South-Central States (Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas) usually comprise these four states, though Louisiana and Arkansas are often considered part of the Southeastern States. The area can be varied as there are swampy, sub-tropical areas in Louisiana and southeast Texas, while West Texas is partly desert due to the Chihuahuan Desert that extends from Mexico. The area is bounded by the Midwest in the North, the Mississippi River to the east, the Rio Grande to the South which forms part of the Mexican Border, and the Western States. 

The Western States (Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming) form the largest region in the United States. Alaska is the biggest state by area in the country, California is the biggest state by population in the country. The Western States are bounded by the Rocky Mountains, where the highest peaks of this mountain chain are located in Colorado, in the east, the Pacific Ocean in the west, Canada in the north and Mexico in the South. Denali (formerly Mt. McKinley) is the highest peak in the United States and in North America and is located in Alaska. Alaska borders the Pacific and Arctic Oceans and is separated from Russia by the Bering Strait. This area of the United States is resource rich, as California and Alaska were known to have gold deposits that encouraged further exploration and settlement in the areas. In addition to this, Oil and natural gas were discovered in Alaska, and the fertile valleys such as the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys in California for one. Mount Whitney in California is the tallest mountain in the lower 48 states. Mount Rainier and Mount St. Helens are volcanoes located in Washington State. There are also deserts in this area, the Mojave Desert and the Sonoran Desert extend throughout Arizona and New Mexico. The Colorado River is located in this area and it is the river that created the Grand Canyon. The Missouri River, the longest river in the country has its source in Montana. The Hoover Dam is located on the Colorado River and is the source for most hydroelectricity and water for several states. Lake
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