




1Light Armored Vehicle—Command, Control, and Communications variant.
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6Telephone interview with Jason Doran, 9/22/04.

27“Nightmare” was the call sign of 1st Battalion, 10th Marines—Starnes’ artillery.

28Russian-built antiaircraft gun.

29Each company in the 1st Battalion had twelve tracks. They were numbered by company, AAV platoon and vehicle. Alpha Company had A301 through A312; Bravo had B201 to B212; and Charlie had C201 through C212.

30Telephone interview with 1st Sergeant James Thompson, Jr., 8/1/04.

31Phase Line Queensland, east of the cloverleaf, was Task Force Tarawa’s limit of advance on March 22nd.

32Personal interview with Brigadier General Richard Natonski, 10/27/03.
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34The following conversation taken from personal interview with Brigadier General Richard Natonski.

35The following conversations were taken from interviews with Brigadier General Richard Natonski on 3/25/04, Colonel Ron Bailey on 3/25/04, and Lieutenant Colonel Rickey Grabowski on 3/1/04.

36Ibid. Doran.

7The only difference between a fairy tale and a sea story is that a fairy tale starts with “Once upon a time;” a sea story starts with “This is no shit.”

37Ibid. Dyer.

38Telephone interview with Lieutenant Colonel Eddie Ray, 2/17/04.

39Ibid. Ray.

40Ibid. Ray.

41“Apache-6” was Captain Ivan Monclova’s call sign. He was the A Company commander of 2d LAR Battalion.

42Lieutenant Colonel Rickey Grabowski e-mail to author, 1/5/05

43Ibid. Reid.

1Taken from personal written narrative of Captain Eric Griggs.

2Ibid. Milstead.

3Telephone interview with Gunnery Sergeant William Hetterscheidt, 2/9/04.

8Rocket propelled grenades.

4On Marine Corps rifle ranges, targets are raised and lowered manually using a chain pulley. Marines working in the trench, below the targets are said to be “pulling butts.”

5Personal Interview with Colonel Bailey.

6Ibid. Bailey.

7Ibid Bailey.

8Referring to the regimental S-3 (Operations) and S-2 (Intelligence) officers.

9Ibid. Natonski.

10Ibid. Bailey.

11Robinson. 278.

12Ibid. Schielein.

13Military unit “challenge coins” have been around since the 60s. A Betio Bastard coin is one of the highest valued, because of the battalion’s heroic history.

9I&I—Inspector and Instructor.

14Soviet-built, armored personnel carrier.

15Surface-to-air missile.

16William Hodgkins, “Investigation of Suspected Friendly Fire Incident Near An Nasiriyah, Iraq, 23 March 03” (MacDill Air force Base, United States Central Command, Mar 06 2004). p H-30.
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