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I dedicate this book to my children and their children—and to the generations of Americans yet unborn.  My prayer is that you will experience the American Dream of "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness" all your days.
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PREFACE
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This Revised and Expanded Volume of MAGA Rising: Trump 2.0 and the Great American Comeback is a product of prophecy and history. 

As the author, I set out in the first volume to lay the groundwork for what I felt instinctively was a sea change that would alter the direction of our country. I did this by referencing the past and predicting the future: a "Best Is Yet to Come" scenario drawn from the words of Donald Trump and the aspirations of his millions of followers.

I wrote it at a time when dark shadows stretched across the land and there was no guarantee of deliverance. Like the Apostle Paul, who penned his richest theological thoughts in prison, or like Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, who keenly warned the West from the Soviet Gulag, I wrote with great passion and urgency, peering into the future through the eyes of faith.

When I published the first volume, it was immediately shadow banned. The political climate across the nation was dim indeed. All the levers of power, it seemed, were hell-bent on eliminating Trump and excoriating his followers. The level of vitriol and hatred was high and deep, and wide. But change was in the air. I could sense it.

Like a surfer waxing my board in the early morning hours on the seashore, in my mind's eye I could see a distant set of waves coming, rising from a "cat's paw" in the ocean.

As I write this revised and expanded volume, sixteen months later, I am in awe at what has unfolded: a series of events that can only be described as "Biblical," for want of a better term. We often use the term “Biblical” to describe something completely larger than life. In coining that word, I think we are reaching for another time, another age, a magic moment when there were no limitations.

We are attempting to capture a time when God was working above and beyond anything that man could normally do. When we read the stories of all the valiant souls that rose to face challenges, persecutions and tribulations yet triumphed, we step back and marvel.

But can it happen again—in our day?

The Greeks have two words to describe "time." The first word, Chronos (χρόνος), refers to sequential measurable time: minutes, hours, days. Chronos is the time that marches on relentlessly. We schedule around it, measure it, and often feel it slipping away. 

The second word, Kairos (καιρός), refers to the opportune or "right" moment for action—a decisive moment, a window of opportunity, or a season of significance. Kairos is the kind of time that presents a transformational moment—when something meaningful happens, when destiny pivots, or when wisdom discerns the moment to act.

The second word, Kairos (καιρός), refers to the opportune or "right" moment for action—a decisive moment, a window of opportunity, or a season of significance. Kairos is the kind of time that presents a transformational moment—when something meaningful happens, when destiny pivots, or when wisdom discerns the moment to act.

We are living in the midst of a Kairos moment. While millions of people are caught up like rodents on a treadmill, trapped in a Chronos existence, there are others who belong to a growing cohort of liberated thinkers who see the sacredness of the moment, who realize something amazing is afoot, a course correction that can only be understood as an answer to prayer.

In these pages I will set out to update this rapidly advancing story of the Great American Comeback led by President Donald J, Trump, the Gray Champion of our generation.

I am including links and resources to accentuate the text, as I did in the first volume. I trust this book will serve as a treasure chest of information and analysis that will stand the test of time.

If you would like to access the video clips and online information referenced throughout this book, I have provided a PDF that you can download from the link provided at the end of this book.

~John Mark Nielsen
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PROLOGUE:
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“THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives everything its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated”

~Thomas Paine, The Crisis


In 1814, two years into the War of 1812, 35-year-old Francis Scott Key left on a 40-mile journey from Washington DC to Baltimore Harbor to board a 60-foot sloop-rigged packet ship. He was on a mission to find a friend who was held in captivity by the British. 

As he sailed through Baltimore Harbor, a 16-ship attack force began to fire on Fort McHenry. He witnessed the bombardment late into the night, with the glare of rockets flashing.

When dawn finally came, the American flag was flying proudly, signaling that the United States defenses held firm against the Royal bombardment.

Inspired by what he witnessed, Key penned the “Star Spangled Banner.”
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“O say can you see, by the dawn's early light,

What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight

O'er the ramparts we watch'd were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?”


Thomas Paine and Francis Scott Key were Patriots who took the time to reflect and put their thoughts on paper as they pondered the greatness of America. Neither of them knew that their words would be framed as quotes and celebrated by millions in the years to come. 

Both were simple men who, in a moment of time, were captivated by thoughts so grand and so inspiring, that, in speaking out, they made history.

These men lived through a Crisis, a gateway in history when enemy forces marched through the streets of America, and when the heart and soul of the Republic was refined with fire and found true. 

Now, two centuries later, Americans are facing another existential crisis. This time, it isn't soldiers from faraway lands but traitors from within that seek America's demise. 

For those of us who love this country, this is a hard pill to swallow. I wrote in the first version of this book "Our children, our grandchildren and generations to follow will spend their lives either suffering or celebrating. It all hung in the balance this year. November 5th, 2024, is a day that will live in infamy or glory. Time will tell."  

As it turned out, the Great American comeback was given a "thumbs up" by a solid majority, and Trump won the White House in a landslide. Millions of Americans, who watched with bated breath on election night, could hardly believe that it had happened seemingly without a hitch. There were no early morning halts to the counting and by dawn's early light, Trump was declared president.

It came upon us through the night, with what seemed like blinding speed, as we sat glued to our seats in anticipation. What direction would the populace go? The polls, we had been told, were neck and neck.

To be sure, most of the country clearly felt that we needed change. The economy was tanking while inflation was soaring. Wars were breaking out across the globe, brought to you by the actions of the Biden administration. 

Fentanyl and other drugs, freely flowing through our border, were killing more than one hundred thousand of our people annually—a death toll the equivalent of two D-Day invasions each year. The wide-open border was a motherlode for the cartels, and over 300,000 migrant children had turned up missing, victims to human trafficking. 

The millions of Americans whose comprehension was limited because they were too busy at work or play to go beyond the surface in their analysis, were sensing something was wrong. 

November 5, 2024, was decision day. All I can say is THANK GOD so many showed up and voted on that day. We will cover election day 2024 in detail in a later chapter.

Those of us who looked beneath the surface and saw a potential landslide on its way were so traumatized by what happened four years earlier that we strongly suspected something might go wrong. Yet, by dawn’s early light, Trump was declared the winner. We knew at that point that the good guys had won the information war.

But in many ways the battle has just begun. I am releasing this expanded edition of MAGA Rising to invite you, my fellow Americans, to step up, speak out and embrace the struggle of this hour. 

On Memorial Day, 1982, President Ronald Reagan reminded us that our national anthem is the only one in the world that ends by asking a question. As the American Republic now faces perhaps its greatest crisis ever, a "great cloud of witnesses," led by Thomas Paine, Francis Scott Key, General Washington and many others, stand waiting to hear our answer.

We have no time to waste. 

The battle rages for our Republic and we must ever be reminded that America is the land of the free because of the brave.
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PART ONE: HOW WE GOT HERE

[image: ]


"To destroy a people, you must first sever their roots." 


-Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
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CHAPTER ONE: DEFINING MAGA
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MAGA is rising! Arguably the largest political movement in American history, this populist "Make America Great Again" phenomenon is a massive tsunami sweeping across our country, gaining followers from all walks of life.  

Ironically, even though the acrostic means “Make America Great Again,” those in the Democrat party, with the full support of the mainstream media, have done everything they can to marginalize it, redefine it and denigrate it. Unleashing the tried and tested political weapon of “identity politics,” they are seeking to bludgeon MAGA to death with slander. 

MAGA IN THE CROSSHAIRS

THE STRATEGY BEING employed is not new. In his book 

“Rules for Radicals,” Saul Alinsky lists it as his 13th rule: “Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it, and polarize it."

When the far left sees something on the horizon that threatens their hold on power, this rule goes into action. It’s not even subtle anymore.

We now know, based on the release of thousands of hours of video made public two years after the fact, that the Capitol event on January 6. 2021 was orchestrated by state players not only to serve as a coverup of the election steal, but as a pretext for the Biden campaign to go after Trump supporters. 

They have done that aggressively, to the shock of millions of Americans who are coming to grips with the fact that America is swiftly becoming a totalitarian police state with a two-tier justice system. This 8 minute clip explains:
VIDEO: THE TRAVESTY AND TRAGEDY OF A TWO-TIERED JUSTICE SYTSTEM
Adolf Hitler used identity politics in Germany. He climbed the political ladder by employing strong-arm tactics against his opponents. Once in power, he unleashed his racist ideology, putting the Jews in the crosshairs.  

In the 1930’s, if you were a Jew in Germany, regardless of your personal views, you belonged to a social classification that was marked for extermination. 

Are we seeing the same phenomenon in America today, with a different twist?

Instead of race, the target now is ideology. Sure, some will call MAGA a "White Evangelical Christian Nationalist Movement." But that doesn't hold water, since MAGA is made up of Blacks, Hispanics, Asians, Whites, and every other ethnic group represented in the United States. And not everyone in MAGA is Christian.

The real issue is ideology. The "Make America Great Again" slogan ruffles the feathers of the globalists and "progressives" who hate everything America stands for, even as they use the blessings and privileges it affords to advance their cause.

Progressives in America have sought for decades to bury America's traditional foundations, and they see the MAGA movement as a threat to their progress.

Likewise, Americans are beginning to awake to the grim reality that neo-Marxist ideology, championed by Progressives, has taken root in every American institution, seeking to re-define our language, our history, our gender, and our understanding of right and wrong.

ORWELLIAN NIGHTMARE

GEORGE ORWELL’S CLASSIC science fiction novel “1984” describes a dystopian society where history is erased, and people are subjugated to the wishes of the state. The government, known as the Party, continuously altered historical records and propaganda to fit their current agenda and to maintain their power. 

They controlled all forms of communication, media, and even thoughts, using propaganda, surveillance, and censorship.

This was done to ensure that citizens had no way to verify the truth and were forced to accept the Party's version of events.

Whatever Orwell’s motives were at the time he wrote this book, he is now being hailed as a prophet. Those of us who understand the message of 1984 realize how vital it is that our children retain an accurate understanding of history.

The Party's slogan, "Who controls the past controls the future, who controls the present controls the past," perfectly encapsulates their approach to history. By controlling history, the Party was able to control the minds and actions of its citizens, using propaganda to maintain their unquestioning loyalty.

Orwell’s message is clear: we must be vigilant in protecting our individual rights and freedoms, and we must resist any attempts by those in power to erode them.  

This classic novel warns us of the dangers of letting a government have too much control over our lives and underscores the importance of maintaining our ability to think and act independently. 

One attempt to change history is the 1619 project. It has been forwarded by Nikole Hannah-Jones of the New York Times to propagate a false but destructive narrative that America was founded as a racist country.

Though she won a Pulitzer Prize for her introductory essay, historians from the right and the left have questioned its historical accuracy.  But this has not kept the narrative from advancing.

The 1619 Project is just the latest of a whole string of false narratives hoisted on the American people by the hard left with the purpose of undermining the foundations of the Republic.

A phrase that often pops up in conversation these days is "You can't make this stuff up!" We say it because the methodologies and narratives of the hard left often leave us speechless. This is quite intentional. Gaslighting is a tactic that is designed evoke confusion and guilt in its target through outrageous, repeated, slanderous attacks with the end goal of manipulating someone into questioning their own perception of reality.

One of the most successful gaslighting campaigns in American history was unleashed in the form of a textbook “A People’s History of the United States” by Howard Zinn. This book has been required reading in high schools and colleges across the country since it was first released in 1980.

Zinn, a Marxist, is no historian, and this book should be rejected outright for what it is: pure propaganda that doesn’t pass historical muster. 

It’s wide distribution on our campuses has poisoned the hearts and minds of millions of young Americans with a false narrative designed to defame the American story. If you would like to dive deeper, I recommend the book Debunking Howard Zinn: Exposing the Fake History that Turned a Generation Against America by Mary Graber.

CRITICAL RACE THEORY

CRITICAL RACE THEORY (CRT) attempts to divide society through classification of race. This neo-Marxist ideology says that if you are black, you are a victim, regardless of what you may personally think or what you have experienced. 

If you are white, you are an oppressor, regardless of your personal views or life resume. 

If you are a man, you are toxic. If you are a White Man, you are a weapon of mass destruction. If you are a single woman, you are a victim. If you are a woman of color, even more so. If you are a gay or transgender woman of color, you will be protected, promoted and championed because your time has come. This trifecta effect of victimhood is known as “Tran sectionalism.” It’s all about social classification.

Let’s be clear: if you are a MAGA adherent, you reject the 1619 Project and CRT outright for the destructive heresies that they are. Why? Because MAGA holds to the principle articulated in Martin Luther King’s powerful “I Have a Dream” speech:


"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character." ~Martin Luther King Jr.


AMERICA: MELTING POT OR SALAD BOWL?

A “HYPHENATED AMERICAN,” said Theodore Roosevelt, “is not an

American at all.” The point he was making, of course, is that being an American transcends skin color or ethnic origin. 

In 1998. historian Arthur Schlesinger, two-time Pulitzer Prize winner and adviser to President John F. Kennedy, wrote in his book The Disuniting of America that "identity politics" was tearing apart the cohesion of the United States. 

He argued that the classic image of the American nation as a melting pot is being replaced by an orthodoxy that so celebrates diversity that it completely abandons assimilation. It is being touted as "salad bowl" diversity.

I'm good with that, so long as the salad stays in the bowl and the ingredients complement one another. Personally, I like salads. I also enjoy culinary dishes that display a variety of flavors and textures. Smoothies are okay on occasion, but throwing every meal into a blender would get old really quick.

One of the delightful things about America is its people. We come from all nations, chasing the dream of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Because we are all connected (ideally) by the same love of country, there is unity in our diversity. In the past, the term "melting pot" has been used to describe this unity.

Unfortunately, what we have seen happen, not only in the United States but around the world, is a refusal on the part of immigrants to assimilate in their new country.  A good immigration policy seeks to ensure healthy assimilation.

But with the phenomenon of open borders and illegal immigration, everything breaks down.

Then there is the problem of political exploitation.

According to Victor Davis Hanson,


“This shift from the ideal of the melting pot to the triumph of "salad-bowl" separatism occurred, in part, because the Democratic Party found electoral resonance in big government’s generous entitlements and social programs tailored to particular groups.”


In other words, under President Lyndon Baines Johnson’s “Great Society” initiative, the Democrat Party institutionalized identity politics in America and established an electoral strangle-hold over minority groups that continues today. All Americans have been suffering the consequences of this “salad bowl separatism” ever since.

Now, with the wide-open border under the Biden administration, we see political exploitation in full throttle. 

While middle- and lower- class Americans struggle desperately to make ends meet, illegal migrants are being awarded with cash-cards, welfare and medical entitlements, airfares and housing, underwritten by taxpayer dollars.

It is no longer a secret that the Democrat party sees these millions of migrants as a critical supplement to their shrinking voter base. In a recent interview, Real America News' Steve Bannon featured a guest who revealed that TIK TOK will be used to coordinate illegal migrants in a massive voter effort to get Biden re-elected. 
VIDEO: BIDEN TIK TOK STRATEGY
Someone may object: “Isn’t cultural distinction good for society?” The answer is a resounding YES! Cultural diversity, like colors on a well woven tapestry, is a beautiful thing.

But it is not the role of government to force diversity by promoting one racial group above another anymore than it is the role of government to force economic equality by choosing winners and losers.

We must remember that the American Constitution, founded on Judeo-Christian principles, insures and protects “equality of opportunity” but in no way advocates for “equality of outcome.”

DEBUNKING THE CHRISTIAN NATIONALIST ARGUMENT

ONE OF THE LABELS BEING bandied about by the Progressive left is that MAGA is “Christian Nationalism.”  This is ignorant on several fronts. 

First, not everyone in the MAGA movement is a Christian. Diverse people from all faiths and all walks of life make up the MAGA movement. It is more accurate to describe what is emerging in the United States and around the world as "Populist Nationalism."

Second, by branding MAGA Christians as "Christian Nationalists," progressives are implying they are either worshipping Trump, the flag, America, or are channeling the KKK. This sounds like Hillary Clinton's 2016 speech denouncing Trump supporters as "deplorables." 

Progressives today are implying that Christians who want to engage the public square, including politics, are NAZI-like bigots, mostly comprised of angry, White men, making up the most dangerous and toxic element of society. They are a “danger to democracy.” 

This would be laughable if it wasn’t so serious. People actually buy into this line of thinking. These are completely ludicrous suggestions.

While Christian Nationalism is a label intended to bring up images of Hitler and the German people in the 1930’s, what happened in Germany is the exact opposite of what MAGA represents. 

HITLER WAS ANTI-CHRISTIAN AND ANTI-JEW

TO BEGIN WITH, ADOLF Hitler and the National Socialist Party were in no meaningful sense Christian. Their ideology stood in stark opposition to the teachings of Christ. Hitler drew significant philosophical influence from Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900), a provocative thinker who openly rejected democracy, Christianity, Judaism, socialism—and even styled himself the “Anti-Christ.”

Nietzsche’s writings championed the idea of a master race and foretold the rise of a Übermensch, or “superman,” who would transcend conventional morality and reshape society through sheer will. These themes echo throughout his works, including The GENEOLOGY OF MORALS, where he critiques Christian ethics as a slave morality born of weakness and resentment:

"The sick are the great danger of man, not the evil, not the ‘beasts of prey.' They who are from the outset botched, oppressed, broken, those are they, the weakest are they, who most undermine the life beneath the feet of man, who instill the most dangerous venom and skepticism into our trust in life, in man, in ourselves." ~Friedrich Nietzsche

Nietzsche and Hitler were both social Darwinists, believing that inferior people needed to die off to purify the race. Sound familiar? Hmmm. Now that we have definitive proof that COVID was a manmade pathogen, isn't it interesting that it targeted the elderly and infirm?

Progressives in America in the 1930's admired Hitler, because frankly, they too advocated Social Darwinism. 

Planned Parenthood, for example, was founded by Margaret Sanger, the eugenicist who promoted birth control and abortion so lower classes and blacks would not weaken society by reproducing.

Anyone who suggests that the church needs to stay out of politics for fear of being like the German church in Hitler's day is ill-informed. In fact, it was the German church’s unwillingness to engage in the public square and fear of confronting Hitler that gave him an open door to seize power.

The phenomenon of the “good German” who allowed Jews to be carted off to the gas chambers was the result of accommodation to the culture of conformity. It was the result of an attitude of deference by the German church to a tyrannical government. The "good Germans" were willing victims of political correctness.

The Church should have been raising their voices and resisting the tide of evil all around them. Instead, they folded like a cheap tent and caved for fear of retribution. It is sad but true that those who have engaged and lifted their voices in America since Biden took office have suffered early morning arrests by the FBI, imprisonment, seizure of property, denial of basic human rights and due process, lawfare, and financial hardship of all sorts. Even martyrdom.

But it must be noted that they suffered these hardships for a greater cause.

This was how our nation was founded. And this is how it will continue to survive.

It was the Irish statesman and philosopher Edmund Burke who said,


“All that is necessary for evil to triumph in the land is for good men to do nothing.” 


This is as true today as when he first spoke those words nearly 300 years ago.

Those Progressives within the Christian church who denounce political involvement on the grounds of idolatry have themselves fallen prey to the idols of political correctness and cultural accommodation. Their attack against MAGA Christians is both ignorant and slanderous.

As the hard left doubles down on its assault of American culture, it demands that people of faith stay silent and not resist. Christians who insist that the church stay out of politics are enabling that assault. 

The fiery words from the great reformer and Christian radical Martin Luther still ring true:


“Though we be active in the battle, if we are not fighting where the battle is the hottest, we are traitors to the cause.”


Elizabeth Rundell Charles wrote,


“If I profess, with the loudest voice and the clearest exposition, every portion of the truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christianity. Where the battle rages the loyalty of the soldier is proved; and to be steady on all the battlefield besides is mere flight and disgrace to him if he flinches at that one point.” 


Though Christian Nationalism is being bandied about as a slur, for those in the MAGA movement it is considered a badge of honor. To seek the peace and prosperity of your homeland is not only a thoroughly Biblical sentiment but also commanded in scripture.


“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

"So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” Ezekiel 22:30

“Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” Jeremiah 29:7

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10

“From one man he made every nation of the human race to inhabit the entire earth, determining their set times and the fixed limits of the places where they would live.” Acts 17:26


In contrast to the globalists, who seek to melt down national distinctions, God’s vision is a multitude of distinct national and ethnic groups gathered around the throne at the end of the age.


"After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands."  ~Revelation 7:9


MAGA is a diverse group of people who reject old labels and definitions that have outlived their usefulness. 

Trump is the quintessential MAGA figure: not afraid to call out fakery and ever ready to tell it like it is.

That said, here is the MAGA definition of Christian Nationalist: 

MAGA Christian Nationalists believe Americans should worship God, not government. They share the dream of the American founders who enshrined the "free exercise of religion"—the ability to worship God as they see fit, even in the public square—as the highest value, since from that foundational freedom flows all the others, because it is the freedom of conscience. 

They stand up for the American Constitution because they believe America has a "rendezvous with destiny" to be a city on a hill, as described by John Winthrop and Ronald Reagan. They love and support Donald Trump because he loves America and is willing to fight for what they believe in. Trump is their champion, but Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior.
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CHAPTER TWO: THE ASSAULT ON AMERICA'S FAITH FOUNDATION
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The 5-part mini-series “The Family,” launched by Netflix in the summer of 2019 illustrates perfectly the agenda of the far left to denigrate the Christian faith.  Netflix gave it top billing, with a prominent headline, trailer meant designed to bait viewers by billing itself as an expose’ of some "secretive" quasi-Christian cult that operates under cover in Washington DC and other places of power. 

I was drawn in, like most people would be, from a curiosity to discover what strange political cult this could be that I had not been aware of. I suspected there would be a political message that would try to smear true Christians by presenting the activities of some fringe group, creating guilt by association. 

This happens, of course. There are always extreme people at the fringes of any movement that make the rest look bad.

I was wrong. The producers of “The Family” weren’t trying to come at Christianity from the fringes. 

They went straight for the jugular by demonizing those who seek to live out the teachings of Jesus. 

While seeming to give tolerant lip service to the “institutional Christian church,” the mini-series vilifies the movement of “The Family” as a radical group of cultural insurrectionists who seek to operate on the ethos of “Jesus plus nothing,” as if such an ethos is ludicrous or even worse, sinister.

Utilizing creative artistic license through picture association (for example, linking scenes of people praying to Nazi thuggery) and scary music and special effects, the goal is
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