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Why Random Questions?
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Having fun is vital to good writing, good marketing, and good sales.

Which is how this book came to be.

In 2018, I was just settling into my full-time author and author services business. 

I was also nearing the release of my first full-length, solo novel.

And I was in the second year of running a small publishing house, with all the hiring, procedure-creation, cover design mix-ups, and other assorted growing pains that entailed.

I needed a break one Friday. I also had to get some work done, including a social media engagement post.

So I went with my gut and started a weekly writing prompt game called 1 Random Question. The first one was “what would your character do if a bird pooped on them?” from a blog post I had created with awkward questions. 

The question was weird. Off-the-wall. Any answers were welcome. 

And darned if authors didn’t love it—and I did too! Reading through all the answers was a ton of fun. It reminded me of the joy in playing with characters, in discovering new ideas in storytelling, in taking everything a little less seriously. (After all, while book writing can work as a day job, if you’re in it for easy money, you’re in the wrong profession, my friend.)

So I ran with the weekly writing prompt, 1 Random Question. And yes, these prompts are certifiably random, created by either myself or occasionally by my husband (the awesome guy mentioned in the dedication).

These questions have made authors laugh, create plot twists, caused authors to discover new aspects of their characters, and even inspired a whole book. Authors have used them to connect with their stories, their readers, and other authors.
All through the power of play. How cool is that?

Of course, I had to keep the fun going. Hence, this book with all the fun-filled discovery in one place.
Now loosen your tie, roll up your sleeves, open your mind, and get ready to explore!
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How to Use This Book
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You can just swipe or flip through (depending on whether you’re reading e-book or paperback) and answer any of the ninety random questions whenever you feel like it. No judgment! I do this all the time with books, fiction and nonfiction.

However, I did organize this book into sections on the offhand chance that you’d want to use this book in a methodical, focused way for maximum effect. Because this is a thing too, at times.

Note that the majority of the questions in this book are based around characters and what they would do in various situations. I stayed away from plot prompts because they’re oh-so-common and I want to inspire and supercharge your existing story, not give you five new ones.

Although if you get five new ideas...whoops!
Now for the layout.

Part 1 - Get Deep & Random – This is a wonderful mixed back of thoughtful, odd, and just plain silly questions. Some questions have extra-special expansion ideas after them. Others have little random comments for a bit of fun. Woohoo! This section is great for intentionally using the question to impact your story—or just for creating plot bunnies, if you so choose. 

Part 2 - Get Sharing & Marketing – These questions focus on what you, the author, think/feel about your story, from ice cream flavors to face-offs with your characters (oh yeah, we go there). Not only are these questions fun, but they’re a goldmine of ideas for student projects, social media engagement, and even buying book swag. And I have a couple application ideas after each one.

Above all else, if one question in this book makes you grin and find fresh joy in your manuscript, then I’m a happy camper. 

Now go forth and be awesome!
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Part 1 - Get Deep & Random
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They say you have to either go deep OR have silly fun. I say you can do both.

And that’s what the following questions are all about.

One thing you’ll notice about these questions is that they almost always ask “what would each of your characters do?” or a variation of this statement. 

While part of this could be my teacher mindset of “did you bring enough to share with everyone?” in fact, answering these questions for your whole cast of characters can yield some fantastic, legitimate results.

A lot of character development worksheets treat your character as if they’re in a vacuum all by themselves. I call this the “job application method.”

You create a character on their own character sheet, you figure out their strengths and weaknesses, you write down their eye color, hair color, social security number (if you want to make this up, I won’t stop you), and all the other details just for them. 

This is great for a driver’s license—and to be fair, creating character sheets can also be incredibly helpful for tracking all those little important details about your character. 

However, in most stories, you’re not just dealing with one character. Your characters are interacting with each other. They’re playing off each other, they’re supporting each other, they’re annoying each other, and hopefully at times they’re bringing out the best in each other. So it’s pivotal to figure out how these characters compare/contrast to each other, not just how they work individually.
By the way, in my urban fantasy series, my readers often don’t remember my protagonist’s eye color. But they do know that when it’s freezing outside, she’ll be in a puffy coat, her mate will be in a black duster, her best friend will wear a leather jacket and be a bit jumpy, etc. Those memorable characterization elements come from the contrast.

Here are two specific reasons why asking your whole cast these questions is so helpful: the improv reason and the same/different reason.

The Improv Reason

I used to teach speech/drama classes. My improv students would develop characters while acting out their character alongside each other and in doing so, the developed nuances and interesting, fresh angles.

In the same way, you can “improv” the cast of characters in your story by having them answer the same question in different ways and then react to each other’s answers. How your character—we’ll name him Bob—reacts to the answers of another character, George, can be as informative as Bob’s own answer.
By the way, these reaction and improv moments can be fantastic for marketing purposes. Readers love little excerpts where characters are interacting with each other “free form” instead of within the rigid confines of a plot. Give it a share!

The Same/Different Reason

Same/different uses compare and contrast to see how your characters connect—and how they definitely do not.

You might find out your hero and your villain like the same flavor of ice cream or feel the same way about crowds.
You might find out your action-oriented character writes poetry or your eloquent character prefers movies to books.

You might find out your romantic pairing has a gift-oriented person and another who can’t remember their own birthday, much less anyone else’s.

The more you contrast, the merrier! And the possibilities really are endless.

Conclusion – The Random 

Let’s be honest: sometimes, you don’t want depth. Sometimes, you just want to poke fun and see what happens. Sometimes, you really need to know which of your characters would press the Big Red Button. These questions are in this section as well, alternating with the expanded questions.

(And of course, you can go as deep or as random as you want with all the answers. I’m not the boss of you. 😉 )
Have fun!
––––––––
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Your characters have been placed in witness protection and given new identities. What three true things about themselves do they want to keep? Hair color? Job?
What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:
-What aspects of themselves they don’t mind hiding
-What aspects of themselves they take pride in
-Whether or not they care about hiding their identity in the first place

Answer this question for each of your characters: “To start off my day well, I have to _____.”

(This is where you find out how many characters are addicted to coffee/other liquid substance, or exercise, or etc.)

Your characters go to a white elephant gift exchange (involves gag or silly gifts of little use/value). What do they bring?

What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:

-Potential sense of humor
-What your characters think/feel about gifts
-How well they follow rules
Your characters can only wear one color for the rest of their lives. What color is it and why?

(And “rainbow” isn’t a color. Although it is a pattern, so if you were trying to bend the rules to allow for a pattern—well, I’m not there to stop you.)

Your characters can choose one word or short phrase to describe themselves. What do they choose?

What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:

-What your characters think/feel about themselves
-Their knowledge of and creativity with words
-What they think/feel about labeling themselves for others
How would your characters react if you changed their story to a musical?

(Not gonna lie, this question was inspired by my musical-loving husband.)

Every character can shapeshift into an animal of their choice. What animal would they choose? 

What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:

-What your characters think/feel about animals
-What the animal of choice might reach about the personalities of each of your characters
-Whether a character is an abstract or concrete thinker
Your characters each come home exhausted. What’s the likely reason that they’re so tired?

(This can be anything from “I watched a movie I hated” to “I stabbed many enemies” to “I ran __ miles.”)

Your characters can read any book ever published. What is the favorite book of each character?

What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:

-Whether or not each of your characters enjoys reading
-Whether each of your characters would prefer an audiobook or a movie instead of a print book
-Favorite genres of each of your characters
Would your characters rather kiss their worst enemy or deeply hurt their closest friend?

(“Neither” isn’t an option—but sure, your characters can define what a kiss or a wound is as they see fit.)

Your characters each get to make one law/rule that all the others must follow. What are the rules?

What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:

-What your characters think/feel about rules
-Personal and cultural attitudes toward rule-following
-What situation or issue really bothers your characters
What is the best way to support each of your characters?

(This can be practical help, emotional help, or intellectual help. Or any other kind of help you can think of, of course!)

What’s something that would make each of your characters sneeze?

What this question can reveal or allow you to expand on:

-Which of your characters have allergies
-What your characters think/feel about sneezing
-If
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