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            YEAR ONE OF XINGPING

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        After a long wait, the news came that the old friend Gao Shi was appointed as the governor of Shu Province in September. For Du Fu, this news was as eagerly awaited as the autumn sun, whether it was for the chance to catch up with a long-lost friend or for the practical help in difficult times.

      

        

      
        One day, a messenger from the Shu Province governor's office arrived at Huanxi Cottage with a message: "Governor Gao invites Mr. Zimei to join him for an autumn outing tomorrow." Gao Shi had truly gone to great lengths for his friend, deliberately arranging the meeting away from the official residence to avoid any potential resentment from Du Fu due to his repeated misfortunes in the official circles. Moreover, since both Gao Shi and Du Fu, along with Li Bai, had once traveled together and shared joyful times of drinking and composing poetry, this should have been one of the happiest times of his life.

      

        

      
        The next day, Du Fu set out with Gao Shi for their excursion. Naturally, their conversation turned to their past travels and adventures. Gao Shi carefully avoided discussing the situation Du Fu had faced after moving to the capital. By noon, Gao Shi had prepared a feast with the provisions he had brought. As Du Fu enjoyed the meal, the feelings of abundance seemed like a world apart from his recent hardships. The contrast was stark compared to his experiences seeking an official position in Chang'an, where he had encountered both cold and warmth, and the stark reality of "the rich are pampered while the poor freeze to death on the roads." Thinking suddenly of his elderly wife and children at home, Du Fu paused his chopsticks. Gao Shi seemed to understand Du Fu's thoughts and said, "There are separate arrangements for your wife and nephew. Let us, Brother Zimei, share our heartfelt thoughts."

      

        

      
        At dusk, Gao Shi had the carriage return to Huanxi Cottage and handed Du Fu some gifts, saying, "These are for your wife and nephew. Though these silver coins are not much, please accept them." After giving these instructions, he told the coachman to return to the governor's office and promised to meet again another day. A few days later, Du Fu sent a poem to Gao Shi:

      

        

      
        "Among the talents of our time, who can match you, Sir? Like a fine steed blazing a path, or a hawk soaring through the dust. As autumn wanes, our bond grows even stronger. Joyful to meet across the horizon, you have shown me genuine warmth and openness."

      

        

      
        This winter, with Gao Shi's appointment as the governor of Shu Province, Du Fu's family could finally feel at ease.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            REVENGE FOR THE FATHER’S DEATH

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Though the era name "Chuping" sounds appealing, the past four years have been far from peaceful. The court has decided to change the era name to "Xingping" in hopes of reversing the current situation. Under the pretense of Emperor Xian's decree, the era name was changed, and a general amnesty was declared. However, this amnesty was largely ignored outside of Chang'an, as local regions across the Han Dynasty were increasingly ruling themselves independently.

      

        

      
        In February, during the chilly spring of the second year of Chuping, in a grand estate in Langya County, Xuzhou, servants were busy packing up belongings. A young man was directing the activity, meticulously checking the list to ensure valuable items were properly packed. After several days of hard work, the packing was finally completed. The young man then entered the house to report, "Father, all the belongings have been packed according to your instructions." The speaker was Cao De, the younger brother of Cao Cao, who had succeeded Liu Dai as the governor of Yanzhou. Naturally, "Father" referred to Cao Song.

      

        

      
        Cao Song was the adopted son of the powerful eunuch Cao Teng, who had served as the Chief of the Eunuchs during five different reigns. Cao Teng, courtesy name Jixing, hailed from Pei County in Qiao. It is said that he was a descendant of the Han Dynasty founding minister Cao Shen. Cao Teng entered the palace during Emperor An's reign and, through the reigns of Emperors Shun, Chong, Zhi, and Huan, spent over thirty years in the inner palace, known for his cautiousness and ability to promote capable individuals. For instance, during Emperor Shun’s reign, the Governor of Yizhou, Zhong Jia, had discovered a letter seeking favors from high officials addressed to Cao Teng. The letter revealed an attempt to bribe Cao Teng to secure a position. When Emperor Shun received this petition, he deemed that the letter was not Cao Teng’s fault, so he set it aside. Cao Teng, aware of the incident, did not hold a grudge and continued to praise the capable official involved. Even two years after his death, when Cao Teng's successor, Cao Cao, was appointed as Minister of the Interior, he said to his guests, "My current position is due to Cao Changshi’s merits."

      

        

      
        Cao Teng was also known for recommending many distinguished individuals, such as Yu Fang and Bian Shao from Chenliu, Yan Guo and Zhang Wen from Nanyang, Zhang Huan from Hongnong, and Tang Xi and Zhao Dian from Yingchuan. Compared to other power-wielding eunuchs, especially the notorious Ten Attendants, Cao Teng was seen as an exception among eunuchs. Not only were other eunuchs respectful of him, but many officials also held him in high regard.

      

        

      
        However, Cao Teng was not entirely virtuous and had his share of dark political maneuvering. In the first year of the reign of Emperor Huan, the newly installed empress’s relative, Liang Ji, who had just completed his first year, was met with political strife. The court was divided into two factions: one led by Li Gu supporting the Prince of Qinghe, and the other supporting Liu Zhi, backed by Liang Ji. As the factions debated fiercely, Cao Teng saw an opportunity and visited Liang Ji, offering his support. He suggested that the Prince of Qinghe was more disciplined and would prevent Liang Ji’s power from continuing. In contrast, Liu Zhi was young and inexperienced, and Liang Ji could secure his wealth and honor without fear. With Cao Teng’s support, Liang Ji managed to poison the nine-year-old Emperor Shao and install Liu Zhi as Emperor Huan. This period in the Han Dynasty saw young emperors installed and power shifting between regents and eunuchs.

      

        

      
        Due to his role in supporting Emperor Huan, Cao Teng was elevated to the rank of Grand Chancellor and granted the title of Fei Ting Marquis. Despite reaching such heights, eunuchs could not pass on their titles. To address this, Emperor Huan specifically decreed that Cao Teng could adopt a son to inherit the title of Fei Ting Marquis, and this adopted son was Cao Song.

      

        

      
        During Emperor Huan's reign, Cao Song, benefiting from his adoptive father’s influence and his own adeptness in handling people, was promoted to the position of Inspector of the Capital. In the second year of the Yanxi era, Cao Teng passed away. After Emperor Ling ascended the throne, Cao Song, riding on his adoptive father’s coattails, enjoyed a successful career and served successively as Grand Master of Ceremonies and Minister of Finance, ranking among the top nine ministers. Unlike his adoptive father, Cao Song was skilled in leveraging power for wealth, becoming a high-ranking official with considerable financial resources. In November of the fourth year of the Zhongping era, Cui Lie, a renowned scholar, was removed from his position as Grand Commandant. During this period, Emperor Ling was heavily involved in selling ranks and offices. Using the substantial wealth he had accumulated from his tenure, Cao Song bribed the eunuchs and donated a hundred million coins to Emperor Ling’s Western Garden, thereby securing the position of Grand Commandant. Although he had risen to this high office through corruption, which was disreputable in an era that valued prestige, he still held a significant position.

      

        

      
        In the summer of the fifth year of the Zhongping era, in April, the Yellow Turbans led by Ge Bi from Runan broke into the county. Cao Song, holding the highest military position in the country as Grand Commandant, had no troops to command and no military experience, as he had never led an army. When he was held accountable for this situation, he had spent a hundred million coins for five months as one of the three high ministers, only to be dismissed before he had even settled into the position. After his fall from office, Cao Cao led his family back to Qiao County. Following Dong Zhuo's usurpation, Yuan Shao and others gathered forces, and Cao Cao also raised troops in Chenliu. Not wanting to be involved in the conflict, he moved his family to seek refuge in Langya, Xuzhou.

      

        

      
        When Cao Cao invaded Xuzhou last year, he had initially planned to bring his father back to Yanzhou. However, Cao Song had not yet made up his mind. After Cao Cao's massacre of Xuzhou's populace, he began to feel that Xuzhou was no longer safe. Cao Cao sent another letter urging his father to relocate to Yanzhou. This time, Cao Song finally decided to move, which was why Cao De was busy packing their belongings.

      

        

      
        Cao Cao was aware that his brutal actions in Xuzhou would likely provoke retaliation from Tao Qian. Moreover, having his father in Xuzhou was akin to keeping him as a hostage, causing Cao Cao considerable anxiety. Upon learning that his father had decided to move to Yanzhou, Cao Cao quickly sent a message to the Governor of Taishan, Ying Shao, instructing him to go to the border of Xuzhou to provide assistance.

      

        

      
        Since Tao Qian had been severely beaten by Cao Cao and was constantly seeking revenge, and given that reversing the military disparity with his current strength was impossible, Cao Song became the most suitable target for retribution. When scouts reported that the Cao family was undertaking a large-scale move, Tao Qian, seizing the opportunity, immediately assembled a small force to ambush the road from Langya to Yanzhou.

      

        

      
        Last year, the county magistrate Zhuge Gui had passed away, leaving Ying Shao with fewer advisors. Faced with Cao Cao's urgent order, Ying Shao had to hastily mobilize the local troops to head out. Tao Qian’s thousands of soldiers coincidentally arrived at a resting place on the route to Yanzhou where Cao Song’s family convoy was taking a break. From Cao Cao's letter, it was known that Ying Shao, the Governor of Taishan, would come to escort and protect them into Yanzhou. Cao Song, therefore, slowed his pace and rested at the Xuzhou border, but unfortunately, this rest allowed Tao Qian’s forces to catch up.

      

        

      
        In the courtyard, Cao De saw distant hoofbeats and rising dust and initially thought it was the welcoming party sent by Ying Shao. However, upon entering and informing his father, Cao De realized that there were no signs of the horses being dismounted. Instead, weapons like long spears and swords were being brandished, revealing that this was not a welcoming party. Unfortunately, it was too late. With just a moment’s hesitation, Cao De was struck through the chest by a spear and died instantly. The courtyard erupted into chaos. Cao Song, instinctively aware of the danger, quickly led his concubine to the back courtyard and attempted to break through a dirt wall with whatever tools were at hand. He managed to create a hole large enough for his concubine to pass through, but she was too fat and got stuck, unable to move. Hearing the commotion and realizing that intruders were breaking in, Cao Song abandoned his concubine and ran into the outhouse, locking the door behind him in the hope of avoiding detection. Unfortunately, not only did his concubine die, but he was also discovered and immediately killed. Tao Qian’s forces then withdrew to Xuzhou to report.

      

        

      
        The troops sent by Taishan County arrived soon after and discovered the Cao family had been exterminated. They quickly returned to report, knowing that Cao Cao would be furious upon learning of this and would not spare Ying Shao. Deciding to abandon his post as Governor of Taishan, Ying Shao packed his books and fled north to seek refuge with Yuan Shao in Jizhou.

      

        

      
        After waiting for several days in Yanzhou without any sign of his father, Cao Cao urgently sent someone to inquire with Ying Shao in Taishan. It was discovered that Ying Shao had already abandoned his post and fled. The officers sent with Cao Song’s family revealed that the Cao family had been annihilated in Xuzhou. When this news reached Yanzhou, Cao Cao, in his rage, vowed to raise an army again and march on Xuzhou, swearing to destroy Tao Qian in revenge for his father’s death.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            UCHANG’AN MILITARY UPRISING

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        In March, General Ma Teng, who had been stationed in Mabei, suddenly led his troops to occupy Baxiao, creating a sense of threat in Chang'an among Li Jue and his associates. Shortly after, a swift horse arrived from Baxiao with a messenger from Ma Teng requesting an audience with Li Jue. It turned out that Ma Teng's request was a personal one and might have conflicted with Li Jue's authority. After hearing the request, Li Jue understood that it should be rejected. The messenger's report to Ma Teng made him very displeased, as he was frustrated that such a minor request was not accommodated, causing a rift between Ma Teng and Li Jue.

      

        

      
        In Chang'an, many were dissatisfied with Li Jue and his associates monopolizing power. Over time, this discontent grew more severe. Li Jue and his allies, relying on their military backing, did not regard the court officials with respect. The issue between Ma Teng and Li Jue, which should have been known only to the two parties, somehow reached the Advisor Zhong Shao’s residence, igniting his desire for revenge. Since the Han Dynasty adopted Confucian classics as the standard for governance following Dong Zhongshu's proposal to honor Confucianism exclusively, officials like Zhong Shao and his father adhered to these principles.

      

        

      
        Zhong Shao's father, Zhong Fu, was a former official who had previously denounced the corrupt practices of the governor of Shu County, Cao Teng, who was the grandfather of Cao Cao, and later became the Minister of Personnel. Zhong Fu dealt with the Xiongnu and other barbarian tribes in the provinces of Bing and Liang with great efficacy. He earned respect for his fair and effective rule, attracting submissions from various tribes including the Qiang, Kizil, Shache, and Wusun. After his death, not only did the people of Bing and Liang mourn, but even the Xiongnu lamented his passing, indicating his high regard.

      

        

      
        Zhong Fu began his career as an official in the Sili department and later served as the Prefect of Wan with notable achievements. He held positions such as the Director of the Palace and the Grand Minister of Ceremonies. After the death of Dong Zhuo, when Li Jue and Guo Si attacked Chang'an, killing Wang Yun and driving out Lü Bu, the other officials avoided confrontation. Zhong Fu, wielding his sword, declared, "As a minister of the state, I cannot stand idly by while the treacherous bandits advance to the palace. Where can I go if not to fight?" Zhong Fu fought bravely but was killed by Li Jue’s forces, leaving Zhong Shao with a deep-seated grudge against Li Jue for his father's death.

      

        

      
        Confucianism emphasizes the path of the gentleman, but revenge for parents' murder is treated differently. The Dai Dai Li Ji states: "Revenge for parents’ murder should not be delayed; revenge for siblings’ murder should not be postponed; revenge for friends’ murder should not be ignored; revenge for clan members’ murder should not be neglected." It further asserts that filial piety is the foundation of virtue and that the highest conduct is to honor one’s parents. Not avenging one's parents would be seen as a grave failure, and those who do not are often scorned in society. Examples include Dong An’s revenge for his mother, Zhao E’s revenge for her father, and Qiao Xuan’s killing of officials in the name of filial piety.

      

        

      
        Zhong Shao was not a weak scholar. In the sixth year of Zhongping, He Jin initially intended to send Dong Zhuo to the capital to remonstrate with him. However, after reconsidering, He Jin sent Zhong Shao to issue a decree to stop Dong Zhuo from coming to the capital. Dong Zhuo refused and advanced his troops to Henan. Zhong Shao went to persuade him to retreat, but Dong Zhuo, suspecting a plot, ordered his soldiers to threaten Zhong Shao. Angered, Zhong Shao declared that he had an imperial decree, loudly reprimanding the soldiers until they dispersed. Dong Zhuo, realizing he was in the wrong, retreated to the Sunset Pavilion. Later, after Zhong Shao's father was killed in battle, Zhong Shao chose to observe mourning rather than take up an official position. Once his mourning period ended, he was summoned to serve as the Minor Official and Grand Master of Ceremonies, which he declined, saying: "My late father sacrificed himself for the country. As a minister, I cannot remove the remnants and seek revenge. How can I face the virtuous sovereign?"

      

        

      
        Such a resolute man as Zhong Shao, upon learning of the discord between Li Jue and Ma Teng, sought out his allies, including the Palace Attendant Ma Yu and the Cavalry General Du Bin, who were also dissatisfied with Li Jue’s regime. They discussed collaborating with Ma Teng to overthrow Li Jue from within and without. However, considering that Li Jue’s forces were larger than Ma Teng’s, even with their internal support, it seemed a daunting task. They pondered which official could provide external aid. Ma Yu recalled that Liu Yan, the Governor of Yizhou, had two sons serving in the court. Liu Yan’s younger son, Liu Zhang, was also in the court, and the court had previously sent a decree to Liu Yan to avoid separatist ambitions, but Liu Yan had not returned.

      

        

      
        The Left Cavalry General Liu Fan and the Director of Records Liu Dan, Liu Yan’s sons, remained in the court as hostages. Zhong Shao often interacted with them. He sent people to invite Liu Fan and Liu Dan. After they arrived, Zhong Shao first gauged their thoughts on Li Jue’s control of the government. Both were discontented, so he informed them of his plan and implored their assistance in avenging his father’s death. Liu Fan and Liu Dan, being internal allies of Liu Yan, agreed to help. Liu Fan immediately promised to write a letter to his father requesting military support.

      

        

      
        Upon reading his sons’ letter, Liu Yan was greatly encouraged. If Li Jue could be driven away successfully, Liu Yan would not only secure Yizhou but also gain greater influence. He promptly replied that he would send troops in support and dispatched a cavalry officer with 5,000 troops to support Ma Teng at Baxiao. Upon receiving the letter, Liu Fan quickly informed Zhong Shao, who then sent someone secretly to Ma Teng’s camp at Baxiao to relay the news of the forthcoming support and to confirm the date of the attack. Once the reinforcements arrived, they could launch their attack.

      

        

      
        Palace Attendant Ma Yu and Cavalry General Du Bin, who had long been at odds with the General Jia Xue, had become trusted allies of Li Jue and Guo Si after providing a life-saving plan. Ma Yu and Du Bin found it difficult to find an opportunity to act. They decided to pressure officials and commoners in Fufeng to support Ma Teng in defending Huai Li. The plan was for Ma Teng to advance his troops, while reinforcements would secretly move from Baxiao to Huai Li, staging a surprise attack on Chang’an. This coordinated effort was intended to catch Li Jue off guard.

      

        

      
        After Li Jue refused, he kept a close watch on Ma Teng’s movements. However, considering that Ma Teng’s forces were still inferior to his own, Li Jue did not take it too seriously. Suddenly, scouts from Baxiao reported that an unidentified force from Yizhou had entered Ma Teng’s camp. Li Jue quickly summoned Guo Si, Fan Chou, and others to discuss the situation and decided to move most of his troops to guard against Baxiao.

      

        

      
        Once Liu Yan’s 5,000 reinforcements arrived at Baxiao and joined Ma Teng, Ma Teng launched his attack on Chang’an the next day as planned, aiming for a surprise assault to drive Li Jue and his forces out of the city. However, upon leaving Baxiao and reaching Changping Pass, just fifty miles outside Chang’an, Li Jue’s troops detected their approach. The plan to have Ma Teng’s forces strike Huai Li was instantly thwarted, leaving the five conspirators who had secretly left Chang’an for Huai Li anxious and disheartened.

      

        

      
        Seeing that the situation was dire, the court officials petitioned Emperor Xian to issue an edict for all sides to cease hostilities. If this had been done earlier, it might have had some effect, but with the emperor's authority in decline, it was ignored. Han Sui, a good friend of Ma Teng and stationed in Jincheng, came to Chang’an with his troops to mediate the conflict. He was already aware of the situation and believed it was merely a personal dispute between Ma Teng and Li Jue.

      

        

      
        He thought it would be easy to mediate, but upon arriving at Ma Teng’s camp and trying to persuade him to avoid further bloodshed while also showing respect to Emperor Xian, Ma Teng, who had anticipated Han Sui’s arrival, had prepared a counterargument and ended up aligning with Ma Teng against Li Jue.

      

        

      
        Li Jue and Guo Si discovered that Han Sui had come to Ma Teng’s camp from Jincheng and, not realizing Han Sui was there to mediate, assumed he was there to support Ma Teng. They quickly consulted with Fan Chou to discuss the situation. To guard against a surprise attack, they ordered bonfires to be lit at night and prohibited anyone from leaving their posts. On the day of the battle, both sides positioned themselves at Changping Pass. The tense situation was momentarily broken by the cavalry charges from both sides.

      

        

      
        Initially, both sides appeared evenly matched, as the main forces were from the Xiliang army. However, the growing disparity in numbers began to turn the tide in favor of Ma Teng and Han Sui. After several hours, Li Jue’s nephew Li Li, along with Fan Chou and Guo Si, launched a pursuit, forcing Ma Teng to retreat. The plan to withdraw to Baxiao for regrouping was thwarted by Li Jue’s relentless pursuit, forcing Ma Teng and Han Sui to retreat north to Liangzhou.

      

        

      
        Fan Chou, who had not participated in the pursuit, received news that the masterminds Zhong Shao, Ma Yu, Du Bin, and the Liu Fan brothers were still secretly plotting to have Ma Teng stationed in Huai Li. He quickly redirected his forces to Huai Li, where they easily subdued the area, resulting in the deaths of the five conspirators and the devastation of Huai Li, which was left almost deserted.

      

        

      
        The news soon reached Yizhou. Liu Yan, though distressed by the loss of 5,000 troops and his two sons, saw Liu Fan killed in the defeat and Liu Dan executed. Only Liu Zhang, who had been dispatched to Yizhou and had not returned to Chang’an in time, was spared. Pang Xi, an advisor in the court and a family friend of Liu Yan, hurriedly recruited men to escort Liu Yan’s remaining grandsons to Shu.

      

        

      
        What mattered most to Liu Yan was that his hopes of intervening in the court’s power were dashed. Despite his ambitions of ruling independently and using imperial authority for his own ends, which had been reported by Liu Biao, he was now left only with the defense of Yizhou. The saying “fortune does not come in pairs, nor does misfortune” aptly describes Liu Yan’s situation. Shortly after receiving news of his sons’ deaths, a major fire broke out in the state capital of Mianzhu, burning down the government offices and the imperial carriages, as well as damaging surrounding civilian houses. He had no choice but to move the capital to Chengdu. Overwhelmed by grief over his sons and the disaster, Liu Yan soon fell ill and died from a skin disease. His dream of ruling Yizhou independently was reduced to ashes along with the fire at Mianzhu.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            SECOND CAMPAIGN TO CONQUER XUZHOU

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        In April, in Chang’an, Li Jue, who held significant power, did not dare to underestimate Ma Teng and Han Sui, who were returning safely to Liangzhou. They were indeed formidable, so to appease them and stabilize Liangzhou temporarily, Li Jue appointed Ma Teng as General of Andi and Han Sui as General of Anjiang, which helped stabilize the region for the time being.

      

        

      
        Meanwhile, in Yanzhou, tensions were high. After suffering the loss of his father in February, Cao Cao, having spent two months gathering military provisions and organizing his troops, summoned Cheng Lu, Xun Yu, and others to discuss the situation. Since Yanzhou had only recently become his base, and he had only recently campaigned and slaughtered in Xuzhou to intimidate the region, there was concern that someone might rebel in his absence. The question was who should guard the base? After discussion, it was decided that Sima Xun Yu would guard Juecheng, Cheng Lu would be in charge of Shouzhang, and Zao Zhi would be responsible for Dong’a. The strategist Chen Gong would remain in Dongjun, and Cao Cao’s brave cousin, Xahou Dun, would guard Puyang. This arrangement ensured that even if there were internal strife in Yanzhou, the base would be secure and there would still be a fallback position. In Chenliu, Zhang Miao, whom Cao Cao regarded as a close friend, was stationed. This meticulous arrangement for the rear was made with great effort.

      

        

      
        Why was Zhang Miao left behind? During the anti-Dong Zhuo coalition, Yuan Shao, the leader of the various forces, had an arrogant demeanor. Zhang Miao, who was naturally inclined to help others and assist the poor, was a friend of both Cao Cao and Yuan Shao. He thought that supporting Yuan Shao as the leader didn’t mean he was above everyone else. Taking advantage of their friendship, Zhang Miao repeatedly criticized Yuan Shao in person, causing embarrassment for Yuan Shao, who was sensitive about his reputation. Yuan Shao then asked Cao Cao to kill Zhang Miao, but Cao Cao not only refused but also rebuked Yuan Shao: “Zhang Miao is my good friend. No matter what, he must be protected. With the world in chaos, how can we turn on each other?” Zhang Miao was deeply grateful after hearing this.

      

        

      
        Before Cao Cao’s campaign against Xuzhou last year, he was not entirely confident. From his instructions to his family, it was clear: “If I am unable to return alive, you should seek refuge with Meng Zhuang.” After retreating from Xuzhou and returning to Yanzhou, the two men embraced and wept, showing the depth of their trust and close relationship. It was natural for Zhang Miao to remain in Chenliu in Cao Cao’s eyes.

      

        

      
        Cao Cao mustered his troops and, leading capable generals like Xiahou Yuan, Cao Ren, Yu Jin, and Le Jin, set out to conquer Xuzhou and achieve the goal of revenge. Tao Qian was aware of Cao Cao’s military movements and had already sent envoys to Tien Kai, the governor of Qingzhou appointed by Gongsun Zan, and Kong Rong, the newly revived Governor of Beihai, to seek aid. After discussing with Liu Bei, who was defending against Yuan Shao’s attacks in Qingzhou, Tien Kai allowed Liu Bei to lead his army to Xuzhou to provide support.

      

        

      
        Liu Bei had over a thousand soldiers and cavalry from Youzhou, and he also recruited several thousand famine-stricken civilians before deploying. The envoy first returned to report to Xuzhou. Though Tao Qian was overjoyed by the news, he knew that even with Liu Bei’s reinforcements, they could not confront Cao Cao head-on while his forces were at their peak. Thus, the strategy was to wait until Cao Cao entered Xuzhou and extended his supply lines, and then to confront him in the southern part of Xuzhou.

      

        

      
        In the Zhuge family of Langya County, Zhuge Xuan called his deceased elder brother's eldest son, Zhuge Jin, to the hall and said, “Cao Cao’s father and family have been killed by Tao Qian’s men, and Xuzhou is bound to fall into chaos. I think it is best for our family to head south to avoid the conflict. However, if the entire family gathers in one place, any unforeseen circumstances could result in the Zhuge family becoming extinct.” Zhuge Jin perceived his uncle's concern and said, “Nephew wishes to hear Uncle’s thoughts.” Zhuge Xuan replied, “I lack the ability to take care of the whole family, and it is inevitable that we must separate.

      

        

      
        What do you think?” Zhuge Jin responded, “My younger siblings are still young and need care. Please take care of them, and I will take responsibility for looking after our mother. Does that sound acceptable to you?” It was decided that Zhuge Xuan would take care of Zhuge Liang, Zhuge Jun, and the two girls and move to the Huainan region, while Zhuge Jin would go to Jiangdong. As Cao Cao's troops were expected to reach Xuzhou soon, the family quickly packed their belongings and set off.

      

        

      
        Cao Cao, who led his large army into Xuzhou, was aware that Tao Qian had asked for reinforcements from Tian Kai and Kong Rong. Cao Cao thought that since Tao Qian was holding onto Tancheng, other cities in Xuzhou must be weak. His prediction proved accurate as his troops swept through like a whirlwind, plundering areas such as Langya County and Donghai County, where Cao Song had taken refuge and the Zhuge family had recently fled. The war was not only about territorial conquest but also a struggle for food.

      

        

      
        Following the Yellow Turban Rebellion, the population engaged in agriculture had sharply declined, and the amount of tribute that could be collected was far from sufficient. The first thing in invading a territory was to plunder local villages and seize grain and supplies, both to replenish one’s own resources and to weaken the opponent’s long-term ability.

      

        

      
        Cao Cao's army, along with Liu Bei and Cao Bao's allied forces, faced off against Tao Qian's forces outside Tancheng. The disparity in military strength, the quality of soldiers, and morale was apparent, and they were soon defeated, forced to retreat into Tancheng. Seeing this, Tao Qian seriously considered abandoning his official position and fleeing south to his old home in Danyang, leaving Xuzhou to Cao Cao. Cao Cao, who had hoped to incorporate Xuzhou smoothly into his sphere of influence, sent troops to the west to capture Xianggong. However, after Cao Cao’s campaign into Xuzhou, a group from the north arrived, triggering events that would destabilize Yanzhou.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTERNAL STRIFE IN YANZHOU

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Who were these people? They were Lü Bu and his entourage, who had left Yuan Shao last year and sought refuge with his old friend Zhang Yang. Lü Bu, having rejoined Zhang Yang, had become more settled, but the problem this time lay with Zhang Yang’s subordinates. After Li Jue seized power, he harbored a grudge against Lü Bu for escaping during the Chang’an defense. He had first sought refuge with Yuan Shu and then Yuan Shao. Li Jue, under the pretense of an imperial edict, had declared a manhunt across the realm, though this was merely a formality; local governors had long disregarded such edicts. Now, as he arrived in Henei, Zhang Yang, being part of the coalition against Dong Zhuo, naturally would not heed Li Jue’s authority.

      

        

      
        Realizing that Zhang Yang was unyielding, Li Jue decided to take a different approach. He covertly sent emissaries with gold and silver to bribe the local commanders in Henei. Soon, these commanders’ attitudes towards him changed from warm to cold. The perceptive Lü Bu quickly sensed this shift. One day, while conversing casually with Zhang Yang, Lü Bu deliberately tested his attitude. Zhang Yang superficially acknowledged that his subordinates had been bribed by Li Jue but was actually trying to protect Lü Bu from external influences. Li Jue and Guo Si, upon learning of Zhang Yang’s and Henei’s attitude through their intermediaries, were worried and changed their approach from pursuing Lü Bu to nominating him as the governor of Yingchuan by imperial decree, hoping to improve their previously strained relations.

      

        

      
        After accepting the position of Governor of Yingchuan, Lü Bu bade farewell to Zhang Yang and headed south to take up his post. Shortly after, he received a letter from Yanzhou, signed by Zhang Miao, the governor of Chenliu, and Chen Gong, the acting governor of Dongjun, inviting him to take control of Yanzhou.

      

        

      
        Why this rebellion? It traced back to the incidents involving the scholars of Yanzhou. The local scholar Bian Yang frequently criticized Cao Cao, who came from an eunuch family, and was known for his eloquence and writing skills, having been recommended by the great Confucian Cai Yong. Bian Yang, after leaving office, returned to his hometown, confident in his talent, and showed disrespect towards Cao Cao, who disliked the so-called scholars and considered them mere pretenders. Cao Cao had some of these scholars imprisoned or executed. Although Bian Yang was not imprisoned, he was not spared from the turmoil. Among those executed was Chen Gong’s friend, planting the seeds of discontent in his heart.

      

        

      
        After Cao Cao’s campaign in Xuzhou, Chen Gong began secretly plotting, bringing together Xu Si and Wang Kai from Yanzhou and Zhang Chao, the governor of Guangling and Zhang Miao’s younger brother. Xu Si and Wang Kai, feeling unappreciated despite their national renown, resented this oversight. Zhang Chao, perceiving hostility from Yuan Shao and the threat posed by Cao Cao’s growing power, joined the conspiracy. Chen Gong, after gaining their agreement, planned to persuade Zhang Miao to defect from Cao Cao and welcome Lü Bu as the new governor of Yanzhou. This plan was unknown to Xun Yu, Cheng Li, and others.

      

        

      
        One day, Chen Gong used the pretext of military provisions to visit Chenliu, but his true aim was to persuade Zhang Miao and thus make the conspiracy against Yanzhou possible. Upon meeting Zhang Miao, he gauged his attitude towards Cao Cao, revealing dissatisfaction with Yuan Shao and the pressure Yuan Shao had placed on Cao Cao to kill him. Chen Gong reassured Zhang Miao that Cao Cao's trust in him might falter under pressure. Chen Gong then argued, “In these times of chaos and conflict, with your vast lands and numerous troops, surrounded by enemies, isn’t it a loss of status to be subjugated by others? With Cao Cao campaigning east, Yanzhou’s defenses are weak. Lü Bu is renowned for his martial prowess and skills in warfare. By temporarily aligning with him, you could seize Yanzhou and observe the situation to seize the opportunity.” Zhang Miao, being a scholar himself, feared for his safety given Cao Cao’s actions against scholars. Furthermore, Lü Bu had previously visited Chenliu and established a friendship with Zhang Miao. Seeing this as a good opportunity, Zhang Miao agreed to Chen Gong’s proposal.

      

        

      
        Why did Chen Gong want to defect? Beyond the scholar incident in Yanzhou, it was primarily because he felt increasingly sidelined under Cao Cao’s command. Initially, Cao Cao had valued him, but with the addition of others like Xun Yu, who was considered Cao Cao’s “Zhao She,” Chen Gong had not been consulted on the campaign to Xuzhou. Over time, he faced marginalization within Cao Cao’s camp and saw Lü Bu’s arrival in Yingchuan as an opportunity to break free from this predicament.

      

        

      
        Upon returning to Dongjun, Chen Gong sent a letter to Lü Bu in Yingchuan, clearly stating that they wanted to support him as the new ruler of Yanzhou. Lü Bu, inherently opportunistic and forgetful of past loyalties, responded and gathered Gao Shun, Zhang Liao, and others to prepare for the campaign, setting out to meet Chen Gong on the agreed date. Chen Gong, upon receiving Lü Bu’s response, quickly informed Xu Si, Wang Kai, Zhang Chao, and others, secretly persuading other local governors in Yanzhou to join the uprising once Lü Bu arrived.

      

        

      
        As soon as Lü Bu arrived within the borders of Yanzhou, Zhang Miao sent his confidant Liu Yi to persuade Xun Yu, saying, "General Lü is coming from afar to assist Cao Cao in attacking Xuzhou. We should promptly provide him with military provisions." Upon hearing this, Xun Yu immediately realized Zhang Miao's intention to rebel and began to deploy troops for defense. He quickly dispatched a message on fast horses to Xiahou Dun, the governor of Dongjun, who was stationed in Puyang, to assist in the defense. Before Liu Yi could persuade Xun Yu, Chen Gong had already led the Dongjun garrison troops to join Lü Bu. Soon, apart from Juancheng, Fan County, and Dong’e, the rest of Yanzhou raised the banner of rebellion.

      

        

      
        Xiahou Dun, who was originally stationed in Puyang, upon receiving Xun Yu's message, hurriedly marched his troops to Juancheng, where Cao Cao’s family was located. On the way, he encountered Lü Bu’s forces. After a skirmish, Lü Bu was forced to retreat. Xiahou Dun did not dare to pursue him deeply but continued to move swiftly towards Juancheng, while Lü Bu chose to fall back to Puyang and raided the supplies left behind by Xiahou Dun.

      

        

      
        To deal with Xiahou Dun, Lü Bu sent out a subordinate pretending to surrender. The result of this deception was that Lü Bu himself was captured, causing great shock and near panic among his troops. The Guard General, responding swiftly, ordered all camps to hold their positions and stabilize the army. He led his soldiers to the bandit camp and sternly shouted, "You have captured our general and still want to live? Even if there are hostages, I will not spare you! According to the law, those who take hostages will not be considered for their safety." Demonstrating a readiness to attack the captors, this act not only alarmed the captors but also frightened the captured Xiahou Dun.

      

        

      
        Who was the Guard General who stood out? It was Han Hao, styled Yuanzi, a native of Henei. In his youth, he gathered people to defend his county against mountain bandits. Later, he was recruited as a subordinate by Wang Kuang, the governor of Henei. Wang Kuang had been ordered by Yuan Shao to kill the court officials sent by Dong Zhuo to persuade him to surrender. Han Hao led troops to resist Dong Zhuo at Mengjin, but Wang Kuang's army was scattered by a surprise attack from Dong Zhuo. Han Hao’s uncle, Du Yang, was the magistrate of Heyin, and Dong Zhuo threatened Han Hao to join him, which Han Hao refused. After Wang Kuang’s defeat, Han Hao first sought refuge with Yuan Shu as a cavalry commander. Xiahou Dun, having heard of Han Hao’s reputation, recruited him into his camp after meeting him.

      

        

      
        What was this "law" mentioned by Han Hao? This refers to the "law" of the Grand Herald Qiao Xuan during Emperor Ling’s reign. Qiao Xuan, known for his strong character and fearlessness towards the powerful, was humble and frugal, and although he held high office, he never accepted private requests. As an official, he was known for his frugality. When Cao Cao was just emerging on the political scene, Qiao Xuan had a favorable view of him and praised him: "Given the current situation, from my observation, the world is likely to face turmoil soon. When war comes, the people will suffer. I have often worried about this, but seeing you today, I feel somewhat reassured. Could it be that you are the one who will protect the country and the people?" Qiao Xuan believed that the world was about to fall into chaos and that Cao Cao was a "talent of destiny" capable of stabilizing it. He recommended Cao Cao to Xu Shao, leading to a lifelong friendship and mutual understanding between them. When Qiao Xuan died, he left no wealth, not even enough for his burial, and was revered by the people as a distinguished minister.

      

        

      
        What about the law in this case? Qiao Xuan had a young son who, at the age of ten, went out to play and was suddenly kidnapped by bandits armed with clubs. They stormed into the Qiao family’s mansion and demanded a ransom for his release, which Qiao Xuan flatly refused. The kidnapping of Qiao Xuan’s son alarmed the authorities. Yang Qiu, the Inspector of the Capital, along with officials from Henan and Luoyang, hesitated to pursue the bandits, fearing possible complications.

      

        

      
        Seeing that the authorities were hesitant to act because the hostage was his son, Qiao Xuan shouted, "The bandits are inhumane. How can we tolerate their crimes just because they have taken my son?" He urged the authorities to pursue the bandits, and Yang Qiu and his men boldly gave chase. Before the bandits were defeated, Qiao Xuan’s young son had already died.

      

        

      
        The next day, Qiao Xuan apologized to Emperor Ling and requested a decree: "From now on, anyone who kidnaps hostages should be killed on sight, and no ransom should be accepted. The criminals should not be allowed to profit from their crimes." This decree was issued throughout the empire. Since the reign of Emperor An, cases of kidnapping for ransom had been frequent in Luoyang, regardless of status. From then on, kidnapping not only became unprofitable but also met with severe consequences, causing such crimes to disappear almost completely, making Qiao Xuan known as the ender of kidnapping in the Han dynasty.

      

        

      
        When Lü Bu’s subordinate, who had kidnapped Xiahou Dun, heard that Han Hao was coming with troops to attack, they abandoned Xiahou Dun on the spot and fled. Han Hao quickly pursued and killed all the captors. Once Xiahou Dun had calmed down, he discussed with Han Hao and decided to send fast horses to notify Cao Cao in Xuzhou, urging him to return to Yanzhou promptly to reclaim their base. Xiahou Dun himself first led his troops to Juancheng to assess the situation before proceeding to join forces.

      

        

      
        Upon Xiahou Dun's arrival in Juancheng, despite Xun Yu's defense, many officials in the city were secretly involved in Chen Gong and Zhang Miao's rebellion. In one night, Xiahou Dun eliminated all the conspirators, temporarily stabilizing Juancheng. The next day, a force of tens of thousands appeared outside the city, sending a message requesting a meeting with Xun Yu. This force was led by Guo Gong, the governor of Yuzhou.

      

        

      
        People in the city suspected that Guo Gong must be in league with Chen Gong and Zhang Miao. They argued that Yanzhou relied heavily on Xun Yu and Cheng Li, urging Xun Yu not to go meet him. Xun Yu disagreed: "Guo Gong is unfamiliar with Chen Gong and Zhang Miao. Since he has come from afar, he should not have been corrupted yet and likely does not have a solid plan. We should persuade him before he makes a firm decision. Even if he cannot help us, we can at least keep him neutral. If we are suspicious of him now, he might join the rebels in anger." Xiahou Dun offered to protect Xun Yu, but Xun Yu waved him off, saying there was no need for protection and that he would go alone, showing no fear. Seeing Xun Yu arriving alone, Guo Gong, thinking that Juancheng would be hard to breach, withdrew his forces after their conversation.

      

        

      
        Lü Bu's arrangements for entering Yanzhou were all managed by Chen Gong. All the cities had rebelled, leaving only three cities held by Xun Yu, Cheng Li, and others. Among the captives from Lü Bu’s army who had surrendered were those who revealed that Chen Gong planned to attack Dong’e, while Lü Bu’s subordinate, Fan Yin, was attacking Fan County. The situation became quite critical. Xun Yu quickly told Cheng Li: "Now that all the counties in Yanzhou have rebelled, only these three cities are still holding out. Chen Gong and others are coming with heavy troops. If we do not unite and work together, these three cities will surely waver. You are the most trusted official among the local people. If you persuade them to hold out, we are sure to succeed!" After hearing this, Cheng Li agreed and immediately set off for Fan County.

      

        

      
        When Cheng Li arrived, Fan Yin's troops were already outside Fan County. He hurried into the city and persuaded Jin Yun: "I’ve heard that Lü Bu has captured your mother, brother, and wife and children. As a filial son, you must be deeply troubled. The world is now in chaos, with heroes rising everywhere. There will inevitably be someone who will stabilize the world and determine the fate of the era. This is a choice that wise people should carefully compare and select. Following the right leader will bring prosperity; following the wrong leader will lead to ruin. Chen Gong betrayed Cao Cao to ally with Lü Bu, and many cities have responded, seemingly with some resolve. Based on your observation, what kind of person is Lü Bu? Lü Bu is rude and distant, and he is also stubborn and disrespectful—a mere brave man with little else.

      

        

      
        Chen Gong and others have joined him merely for mutual benefit and will not serve Lü Bu as their master. Thus, although the rebels have many troops, they will ultimately fail. Cao Cao’s wisdom and strategy are unmatched, as if bestowed by heaven. You must hold out in Fan County while I guard Dong’e. This will be akin to the restoration of the state by Tian Dan. Is this not better than betraying loyalty and following an evil man, leading to the destruction of both mother and son? Please consider this carefully!" Encouraged by Cheng Li, Jin Yun tearfully agreed, saying, "I will not waver."

      

        

      
        Since Fan Yin was already at the city gates, Jin Yun quickly set a trap under the pretense of surrendering. After arranging a meeting with Fan Yin, he ambushed and killed him. Returning to the city, Jin Yun quickly fortified the defenses. Cheng Li sent troops to guard the Huanghe ferry at Cangting, preventing Chen Gong’s forces from crossing the river smoothly. After arranging these defenses, Cheng Li proceeded to Dong’e.

      

        

      
        Dong’e was defended by Cao Cao’s trusted officer, Zao Zhi. Upon Zao Zhi’s arrival in Dong’e, he focused on encouraging agriculture and sericulture, stockpiling grain, diligently improving military preparedness, and organizing the training of both military and civilian forces. The city defenses were reinforced and repaired. When Cheng Li arrived in Dong’e, he saw Zao Zhi and the military and civilians were well-prepared for the defense. Xue Ti, an official from Yanzhou, also discussed with Cheng Li the strategies for repelling the enemy. Lü Bu and Chen Gong soon arrived at the city gates of Dong’e but were repelled by Zao Zhi and his forces. Cheng Li’s arduous efforts allowed Cao Cao to retain control over three cities, forcing Lü Bu to retreat to Puyang.

      

        

      
        After repelling the coalition forces of Cao Bao and Liu Bei from Xuzhou, Cao Cao, who was preparing to attack Tan City and avenge his father’s death, suddenly received urgent news from Xiahou Dun via a fast horse. Fearing that Yanzhou might be in trouble, he quickly summoned and informed his troops. Upon learning that Chen Gong and Zhang Miao had indeed betrayed and welcomed Lü Bu into Yanzhou, leaving only Juancheng and the other three cities held by Xun Yu and others, Xiahou Dun urged Cao Cao to return quickly to aid in the defense. Facing the situation where Xuzhou had not yet been conquered and the base was on the verge of changing hands, Cao Cao knew he had to return urgently. He immediately ordered the camp to be dismantled and to march back to rescue Yanzhou.

      

        

      
        After failing to capture Dong’e, Lü Bu and Chen Gong returned to Puyang and discussed how to respond to Cao Cao's imminent return with Zhang Miao and others. Chen Gong suggested that simply defending Puyang would not be enough. He proposed that Zhang Miao should return to Chenliu, Lü Bu's general Gao Ya should defend Xuchang, and Liu He should guard Juyang, with the remaining counties managed by the current administrators. After finalizing the plan, everyone was sent to their respective locations. Lü Bu led his troops to attack Cao Cao's crucial base, Juancheng, which was defended not only by Xun Yu but also by Xiahou Dun and his forces. Despite Lü Bu’s exceptional bravery, he was unable to capture the city and was forced to retreat back to Puyang.

      

        

      
        On his way back from Xuzhou, Cao Cao continuously sent scouts to Yanzhou to gather information about the enemy. Upon learning that Lü Bu had failed to capture Juancheng and had retreated, Cao Cao sped up his march to Puyang. Cheng Li, arriving from Dong’e, gratefully shook Cao Cao’s hand and said, “Without you, I, Cao Cao, would have no home!” He then appointed Cheng Li as the Prime Minister of Dongping and stationed him in Fan County. Upon reaching Puyang, Cao Cao discovered that Lü Bu had set up camps to the south and west of the city, intending to create a defensive perimeter. Cao Cao sent Xian Chen Du Wei to attack the two southern camps. Within a short time, the camps were captured, and Cao Cao then dispatched Cao Hong to take over Dongping and gather the troops in Lian Valley for easier supply.

      

        

      
        The western camps of Puyang had more troops compared to the southern ones. To avoid heavy losses, Cao Cao decided to launch a night attack. Unfortunately, the noise of the assault attracted Lü Bu’s forces from the city for reinforcement. Before the night raiders could withdraw, the reinforcements arrived, leading to a chaotic battle. Lü Bu personally mounted his horse and charged into the fray, and the Cao army, having heard of his reputation, showed some fear. The battle raged from before dawn until the afternoon, with dozens of skirmishes fought. Although neither side gained a decisive victory, Cao Cao’s forces, having conducted a night attack, were more exhausted compared to the defenders.

      

        

      
        Seeing the situation turning against him, Cao Cao quickly gathered soldiers willing to launch a counterattack. Sima Dianwei answered the call, donned two layers of heavy armor, and led a strike team to the front lines to repel the enemy. As Lü Bu's archers began their assault, Dianwei turned around and instructed, “When the enemy is ten paces away, let me know!” The soldiers shouted, “They are ten paces away!” Dianwei then ordered, “Let me know when they are five paces away!” The soldiers responded, “They are five paces away!” Dianwei then brandished several iron halberds, shouted loudly, and threw them towards Lü Bu’s troops. The halberds struck down many enemies, forcing Lü Bu’s forces to fall back slightly. As dusk approached, both sides withdrew their troops.

      

        

      
        To reward Dianwei, Cao Cao promoted him to Commandant and assigned him to guard around Cao Cao’s main tent, effectively making him a personal bodyguard.

      

        

      
        Dianwei was from Chenliu in Yanzhou, a local man. In his youth, he had a grudge against Li Yong from Suiyang due to conflicts with Liu’s family from Xiangyi. Dianwei wanted to avenge Liu’s family but found it difficult to act against Li Yong, who was a county magistrate. Dianwei decided to disguise himself as a wine merchant and assassinate Li Yong and his wife with a dagger. Fearing for their safety, Li Yong’s subordinates dared not approach, allowing Dianwei to escape from the village. During the campaign against Dong Zhuo, Dianwei joined Zhang Miao’s forces and earned recognition from Xiahou Dun, becoming his subordinate and achieving several military successes as a Commander.

      

        

      
        Not wanting to be delayed in Puyang by Lü Bu, Cao Cao sent Cao Ren to attack Juyang, which was defended by Lü Bu’s general Liu He. After capturing the city, Liu He was taken prisoner by Cao Ren’s troops. Lü Bu and Chen Gong, who had retreated to Puyang, sought to strike Cao Cao effectively and enlisted the help of a prominent local family, the Tian clan, to execute a false betrayal plan. That night, the Tian clan sent someone to deceive the city’s defenders and reached Cao Cao’s camp under the cover of darkness, offering to open the eastern gate as an insider during the attack on Puyang, which delighted Cao Cao. The next day, the attack through the eastern gate was successful, and Cao Cao ordered the gate to be burned to prevent retreat, demonstrating his determination to win. On the way to the county government, drums and signals suddenly erupted, and Cao Cao realized too late that he had been deceived. Lü Bu led the charge and attacked.

      

        

      
        Cao Cao, trying to break out through the north gate, was intercepted and then encountered an ambush at the south gate. He was forced to make another attempt to break through the north gate. During the clash, Lü Bu’s forces captured Cao Cao, who, in a moment of desperation, pointed to a rider on a yellow horse and said, “He is Cao Cao.” The captors let Cao Cao go and chased the rider on the yellow horse instead. After narrowly escaping, Dianwei came to Cao Cao’s aid, helping him break through the burning eastern gate, although his left arm was also burned.

      

        

      
        In this battle, another notable event occurred: during the retreat, Xiahou Dun was struck in the left eye by an arrow, resulting in a defeat. Because both Xiahou Dun and Xiahou Yuan shared the same surname, they were both referred to as General Xiahou, making it difficult to distinguish between them. After this incident, Xiahou Dun was known as “Blind Xiahou.” He was deeply concerned with his appearance and, upon returning to camp and seeing himself blind in the mirror, became enraged and smashed the mirror on the ground. He disliked being called “Blind Xiahou” and would become furious whenever he heard it.

      

        

      
        Cao Cao, who had miraculously survived and returned to camp, decided to use the false report of his death to his advantage. He had the entire army dress in mourning and set up ambushes around the camp to lure Lü Bu into an attack. As expected, Lü Bu fell for the ruse and led his forces out to attack, only to be ambushed and heavily attacked by Cao Cao’s forces. After a fierce battle, Lü Bu managed to escape back to Puyang, resulting in a stalemate between the two armies.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            REBELLION IN YIZHOU

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Cao Cao, having retreated from Xuzhou, feared that Tao Qian might launch another attack and sought to keep Liu Bei in Xuzhou to assist with defense. Cao Cao appointed Liu Bei as the Inspector of Yuzhou and stationed him in Xiaopei. This was no ordinary appointment; first, because Xiaopei was located in Yuzhou, Cao Cao’s home region, it would be a source of embarrassment for him. Second, the position of Inspector of Yuzhou was appointed by the court. During Dong Zhuo’s dominance, Kong Xiu was appointed to this position, but Kong Xiu later joined the coalition against Dong Zhuo, which embarrassed Dong Zhuo. After Kong Xiu’s death at the end of the first year of the Chengping era, Yuan Shu, having declared allegiance to Sun Jian, was appointed as the Inspector of Yuzhou, though he never actually took office. Currently, Yuzhou was largely controlled by Yuan Shu, and the actual Inspector was Guo Gong, who had once led troops outside of Juancheng. Yuan Shu, now at odds with Tao Qian, made it impossible for Liu Bei to assume the position.

      

        
      
        The appointment was essentially a nominal one. Xiaopei, while part of Yuzhou and relatively close to Xuzhou, was somewhat suitable for the title of Inspector of Yuzhou. Tao Qian’s intention was clearly to use Liu Bei to repel external enemies, especially Cao Cao, from Xuzhou. Liu Bei was aware of this but saw it as a rare opportunity for independence. After accepting the appointment, he wrote
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TERMINATION
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