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CHAPTER ONE

Tree Huggers

 

The End.

Cassandra Jones settled back at the kitchen table, still gripping the pencil as tightly as she had while she wrote the last words to her book, feeling immensely pleased with herself. Done. This little book was finally done.

Little, ha. By the time she’d finished writing it, squishing her words onto the lined paper she’d folded in half to imitate a real book, she had over three hundred pages. While she had to admit there were times the plot wandered in her fictional adventure about four kidnapped girls, overall, it was a solid story.

“I’m done!” she shouted out into the living room for anyone to hear.

There was no answer, but she hadn’t really expected any. School had been out for the summer only one week, and her siblings still gathered in front of the television downstairs every day until noon. 

Cassie gathered the pages of her book in her hands and pushed away from the table. She ran to her mom’s room, knocking on the door before bursting inside.

“What is it, Cassie?”

Mrs. Jones was awake, though deep shadows ringed her eyes and her hair was in disarray. She still had on her work uniform even though she’d come home half an hour ago from the breakfast shift at Wendy’s. The buttery scent of biscuits and pancake syrup sifted about the room.

“I finished my book.” Cassie waved it at her mom, feeling a bit guilty that her mom wasn’t in bed sleeping. But that wasn't Cassie’s fault, she reminded herself. 

Mrs. Jones’ face wreathed in a tired smile. “Good job, honey. Can I read it?” 

She extended a hand, and Cassie pulled back. “Later. I’m going to finish typing it up and then I need to revise a bit. It’s still a rough draft, you know.” Cassie knew these terms from her seventh grade English class. Rough draft first, but then revise, revise, revise, proofread, and finally it would be a finished novel.

Mrs. Jones nodded. “Good idea.” She gestured to the bed. “I’m going to take a nap. Will you get lunch for everyone?”

“Sure.” Cassie would have without being asked. Her dad was at the soccer store after having done his morning paper route. She was the oldest of the four kids, and she knew it was her job to keep the household together while her parents tried to provide money for them. 

She meandered out of the room, closing the doors behind her. Maybe she could get a few pages typed before everyone asked for lunch.

The computer was downstairs, in a room next to the den. Cassie sat down and turned it on, then pulled up the word document she’d been adding to little by little. She had about ten chapters typed up. Ten of thirty. She stretched her arms over her head and wiggled her fingers. She wasn’t the fastest keyboarder
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