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COME. OUR
INVOLVEMENT IN
THIS BUSINESS

1S OVER. THEY’VE
MADE THEIR
CHOICE.

OH,
LORD, THEY’RE
MURDERING

PLEASE, I BEG YOU ...
I HAVE CHILDREN ... WHAT WILL
BECOME OF US?

SOON, A GREAT BOULEVARD
WILL STRETCH THROUGH HERE, FROM
THE GOBELINS TO LA SALPETRIERE,
AND EVERY BUILDING BUILT
ON EITHER SIDE OF IT WILL
BELONG TO THE BANK.

--- WE’RE EVEN
HELPING THEM
MOVE OUT. 7

BESIDES, IT’S NOT
REALLY MY PROBLEM
... DON’T WORRY, THEO.
YOULL LIKELY NEVER |

HEAR FROM THEM |
AGAN ...

ONE THING'S
FOR SURE: THEY
WON’T BE COMING BACK
TO LIVE HERE ONCE MY
FRIENDS ARE DONE

REDECORATING.
N o
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ANYWAY.
NO TIME FOR
FLIRTING.

THIS IS
THE SORT OF
FUN WE RESERVE
FOR AFTER THE
WORK 1S DONE.

DON’T WE,
THEODORE?

50 MUCH
NEEDLESS
WAFFLE! ALLOW
ME TO PUT IT
TO YOU MORE
SIMPLY.

--- YOU WILL
GET TO KNOW
MY COMPANIONS
BETTER-

7 MEET CRAFTY,
ANGEL, CLEAVER,
AND GOD

I KNEW ITL IT’S ALWAYS
THE SAME WITH THE RABBLE. WE
EXPLAIN THINGS NICELY, BUT YOU
LOT JUST WON’T LISTEN ...

GENTLEMEN, IF
YOU WILL KINDLY
PROCEED ..

VICTOR, NO,
WAIT. WE CAN’T
--- THESE POOR

PEOPLE ...

I DON’T KNOW ...

GO ON, NOW..
EXPLAIN TO THESE
GOOD PEOPLE WHAT
WILL HAPPEN IF THEY
STILL REFUSE TO LEAVE
THEIR MISERABLE
HOVEL ...

EITHER YOU LEAVE
BEFORE SUNSET,

WELL, ACCORDING TO THE
ORDINANCE LAW OF 25 MARCH
1852, WE HAVE AUTHORITY TO
EXPROPRIATE YOU ...

BUT, SIR ...
ITOLD YOU —
WE HAVE NOWHERE

TO

50?
WHAT WILL
IT BE?
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PARIS, 1857 g
4

IT HAD BEEN FIVE YEARS

SINCE THE WORK ORDERED
BY THE PREFECT* OF PARIS
BARON HAUSSMANN HAD
BEGUN, EXPOSING THE
CITY’S BOWELS.

,_
i

*THE PREFECT 1S THE HEAD OF EACH FRENCH PEFRTEMNT (SUBDIVISION EQUIVALENT TO A COUNTY). HAUSSMANN WAS PREFECT FOR THE SMALLER AREA OF THE CITY OF PARIS.

IN THEM THE PROMISE OF A GLOR
IKE AN ANCIENT ORACLE?

HAD HE THOUGHT
THAT THIS OPEN
WOUND WOULD BRING
RENEWAL TO THE
2,000-YEAR-OLD
CITY ... OR
SWALLOW IT?
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GOOD MORNING, SIR.

ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE I ASSUM

MYSELF. I AM VICTOR DE YOU’VE HEARD

SAINT-HUBERT, FROM THE OF US ...
6ENERA; INVESTMENT

/" T0DAY, WE
{ HAVE THE LAW
\. " WITHUS.

... IF YOU READ THE MANY _
LETTERS AND NOTICES THAT WE
SENT YOU, THAT I5.

YES, * T HAVE NOWHERE ELSE TO GO
10ID. I DID GET THEM WHERE MY FAMILY COULD LIVE, AND
ALL, MR DE SAINT- I HAVE NO MONEY ...

HUBERT, BUT I CANNOT
LEAVE THIS HOUSE.

YOU HAV
LEAVE THIS HOUSE
BECAUSE IT SITS ON
MY CONCESSION*
AND I MUST HAVE IT
DEMOLISHED.

IT WOULD BE
UNFORTUNATE IF YOU
WERE STILL INSIDE WHEN
THAT HAPPENS ...

ESPECIALLY
THIS LOVELY
YOUNG LADY, WHO
DESERVES BETTER
THAN ALL THIS
DIRT ...

*HAUSSMANN’S WORK WAS FINANCED IN LARGE PART THROUGH A SYSTEM OF ‘CONCESSIONS’: THE CITY AND THE GOVERNMENT GRANTED PRIVATE CONTRACTORS THE LUCRATIVE RIGHTS TO
MANAGE CERTAIN PUBLIC SERVICES, AS LONG AS THEY ALSO SHOULDERED THE COST OF BUILDING THEM. THE SYSTEM ALSO INCLUDED DEMOLITION OF OLD BUILDINGS AND THE CONSTRUCTION
OF NEW ONES FOLLOWING HAUSSMANN’S URBAN PLANNING REQUIREMENTS..

5
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WAIT ... ARE YOU SURE THIS
1S THE BEST WAY TO DO IT?

-.. BUT AREN’T THERE ANY ... MORE
NOT UNTIL WEVE LEGAL MEANS?

SQUEEZED IT
D

WON’T YOU
COME CLOSER,
THEODORE?Z WHAT
ARE YOU AFRAID OF
— THE DROP, OR THE
PROSPECT OF HOW
MUCH MONEY THIS
VOID WILL MAKE

vs?

YOU KNOW WHAT,

LITTLE BROTHER?
1 PROMISED YOU THAT
ONE DAY, WE’D HAVE FUN TODAY.
THIS CITY WILL SEE? T BROUGHT A
VANISH INTO A W
FEW FRIENDS TO

CHASM ... HELP US ALONG.

WHY
WASTE TIME
WITH PAPERWORK
AND OTHER
FORMALITIES
WHEN WE HAVE
SUCH FINE
COMPANIONS
TO HANDLE
THINGS?

WHAT CAN
I SAY? THIS 1S
SETTLE
DOWN, THEODORE. HOW THE WORLD

15, WHERE THE LAW
AND JUSTICE DON’T

ALWAYS FOLLOW
THE SAME
PATH ...

EVERYTHING WILL BE
JUST FINE. AREN’T
WE WELL WITHIN OUR
RIGHTS, AFTER
ALL?

- A
PATH THAT
OH, L KNOW. YOU’D LIKE
TO GO ON ABOUT THOSE POOR PEOPLE
WHO WERE JUST GOING ABOUT THEIR LIVES AND
ARE SUDDENLY GOING TO FIND THEMSELVES
OUT ON THE STREETS ... AND YOU WONDER WHY
THERE’S NO LONGER A PLACE IN PARIS
FOR SUCH INDIGENTS.

ARE
CHARTING
NOW,
BROTHER.
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PIERRE BOISSERIE
PHILIPPE GUILLAUME

MALO KERFRIDEN

DELF

o3)) SINEBQOK.
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