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  DAVID AND DALEY


  In mid-twentieth-century Chicago, amid the haze and smoke of urban renewal and the sounds of wrecking balls and bulldozers, there lived two men: both street savvy; one Black, one Irish; one young, one old; both leaders of their clans. Each man ruled with an iron fist. Each embodied the fighting spirit of the turbulent 1960s. One was a leader of the Devil’s Disciples, a Black youth club that would give birth to America’s largest street gang, the Gangster Disciple Nation; the other was the mayor of the city of Chicago, one of the longest-serving, most prominent mayors in American history and the last of the big-city “bosses.” Although the two never met—at least not face-to-face—their fates were linked by a time of change, an era of protest, mostly forgotten today but at the time a decisive moment of transformational power on the verge of a violent uprising in America’s second largest city. ln the following pages I tell the story of these men, their clans, and their ongoing struggle for power, status, and legacy. No matter how hard to believe some of the following incidents may seem, this is not a made-up story. Anything enclosed in quotation marks comes from an archival document, official report, focus group, in-depth interview, or firsthand account. I ask the reader to excuse me for the occasional meandering journey demanded by the story, including excursions into history, and the occasional use of the word Negro to describe Blacks or African Americans, to reflect the term of the times.


  Behind the poverty, crime, and violence, this story is about the struggle for power between two men of violence, one with a chance and a historical opportunity and one with a chance and nothing else. In the end, it is a story about the inevitable conflict between right and wrong, Black and white, and the Black inner city and City Hall.





  1


  IN THE BEGINNING


  BRONZEVILLE


  David Barksdale loved his new home in Bronzeville. It definitely beat living on a plantation in Sallis, Mississippi. But it could be a little too much for David at times. The area north of the building where his family lived on 47th Street looked like the bombed-out towns and villages of World War II. There were mounds of bricks and stones and metal bars that looked like they had been dropped from the sky onto apartment buildings. Several cranes with wrecking balls were constantly smashing into buildings as dust billowed through the sunny sky. Hordes of dusty little Black kids played among the piles of rubble. Elderly men with leathery black faces sorted through the debris as if they were picking cotton. Sometimes David felt like he was trapped between the wildness of 47th Street and the bombed-out war zone that was the rest of the neighborhood.


  Thousands of trains and buses arrived every day in Chicago. On them were Black families from the South in search of better lives. History calls this mass movement the Great Migration. From 1915 to 1970, some six million Black Southerners fled the land of their forefathers.1 In Chicago, between 1910 and 1920, the Great Migration brought a 148 percent increase in the Black population, and there was an eightfold increase from 1910 to 1940.2 The Chicago Defender, at the time the nation’s leading “Negro” newspaper and widely read throughout the South, encouraged “Negroes” to pack up and leave the South for the “high-paying jobs and the good life” in Chicago.3 There they lived en masse in Bronzeville, a small corridor bounded by 22nd Street to the north, Wentworth Avenue to the west, Lake Michigan to the east, and 31st Street to the south. Another name for Bronzeville was the “Black Belt,” a term borrowed by social scientists to refer to areas in the South where large numbers of Black slaves lived on plantations before the Civil War. The neighborhood’s southern border later expanded from 31st Street to 39th Street, then to 43rd Street, and finally to 47th Street. Using today’s community boundaries, it can be said that historic Bronzeville encompassed parts of downtown, the South Loop, and Grand Boulevard.


  [image: Historical Bronzeville Map. Alysa M. Lewis.]

    Historical Bronzeville Map. Alysa M. Lewis.


  By the time Blacks arrived, Bronzeville was already on the decline. As the population of Blacks grew, the original area did not. There was no new construction, so families were crowded into converted homes and kitchenettes carved from old apartments. By 1939, one-quarter of the buildings in the community were fifty-five or more years old and 94 percent were forty-five or more years old. One-third of the single-family homes had been converted into multiunit apartments to accommodate more families, and more than one-half needed repairs.4


  With hundreds of thousands of poor Blacks confined to such a small area, Bronzeville became one giant slum. Everything was dusty black and brown because the chimneys and smokestacks of the nearby factories and buildings billowed thick black smoke into the gray sky twenty-four hours a day. The snow
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  EPILOGUE Legacies


  DALEY’S LEGACY OF SEGREGATION


  Richard J. Daley’s most important contribution to Chicago is segregation. To this day, Chicago is the most ethnically segregated city in America. But most important to him was preserving the way of life in the Hamburg Parish. As I stand on the corner of 35th and Lowe Streets, the block where Daley lived his whole life, I gaze south down the street. It’s as if time has stood still for more than one hundred years. The only thing that’s different is that the stench of animal manure mixed with the rotted blood blowing in from the slaughtered animals in the stockyards no longer exists. Everything else is exactly the same as it was in Daley’s childhood. The Deering District Police Station directly across the street from his childhood home is still there, although the district moved to a new building on 31st and Halsted in 2008.


  Every day looks like the Fourth of July in Daley’s Hamburg Parish. You’ve never seen as many American flags on display in front of houses. Many homes post the black-and-white Prisoner of War/Missing in Action flag to recognize the soldiers still missing from the Vietnam War. On the corner of 36th and Wallace is the red, white, and blue–themed McKeon Playground Park, a small playground for infants and kids. The red, white, and blue swings, sliding boards, and climbers for babies memorialize an Irish son of the Hamburg Parish: Lieuenant Joseph T. McKeon Jr., a US Marine killed in the Vietnam War. In the spirit of what Daley stood for, they want the kids of Bridgeport to grow up to be great American patriots.


  Red, white, and blue placards reading “God Bless America” and “Thank You First Responders” are posted everywhere. The sense is that these signs are there not to express the sentiments of Bridgeporters but to warn outsiders where they are, whose turf they are on.


  They want outsiders to know they are very pro-police, too.


  In the face of the social justice movement against racist police brutality, posters reading “We Support Police” and “Blue Lives Matter” adorn the windows and yards of homes up and down the block. Some Hamburg Parish residents fly the Thin Blue Line flag, the blue-and-black American flag, to show support for the police. Blue ribbons are wrapped around the hundreds of trees and light poles in the face of the Black Lives Matter movement that surrounds them in the city.


  The building that used to house the Hamburg Athletic Association is still there on Emerald Street. It has a gigantic red, white, and blue “God Bless America” billboard sitting atop it. This same Hamburg gang that Daley was the president of for fifteen years, the same one that led the attacks on Negroes during the 1919 riots, is still active today.


  Chicago’s historic Irish pubs, which played a prominent role in the daily life of the Hamburg Parish, are still there. After 136 years, Chicago’s oldest bar, Schaller’s Pump on 37th and Halsted in Bridgeport, closed in 2017. Over the years, it had hosted numerous political rallies aligned with the city’s Democratic machine and Mayor Daley. Shinnicks Pub on 37th and Union still operates. Both historic bars survived through Prohibition.


  The 11th Ward Democratic office, the most powerful ward in the Democratic Party and house of the Democratic machine, is still there in Bridgeport. The Democratic machine produced five Chicago mayors. From 2015 to 2022, Patrick Daley Thompson—the grandson of Richard J. Daley—had been the 11th Ward alderman. In 2022 he was convicted as part of a federal investigation into the collapse of a clout-heavy bank in Bridgeport. Thompson was charged in a seven-count indictment with filing false tax returns and lying to FDIC officials about $219,000 in loans and other payments he’d received from the Washington Federal Bank for Savings before it was shuttered in 2017. With the conviction, Patrick Daley Thompson was forced to give up his seat as alderman of the 11th Ward, effectively ending the Daley family’s one-hundred year reign over the 11th Ward.


  From the 1919 race riots through the present day, the residents of Bridgeport have always seemed to find themselves involved in acts of violence perpetrated against Black folks. Whether it is mob attacks or through their jobs with the Chicago Police Department, Chicago Fire Department, the Department of Streets and Sanitation, or elected officials, Bridgeport still has a reputation of being violent toward outsiders, especially Blacks.


  It makes sense, though, because during the Civil War, Bridgeport was pro-South, and many rebel victories were celebrated there.1 It still has that vibe today, even though it is tucked right behind one remnant of David’s Disciples, the Murder Town Gangsters, a Gangster Disciple set.


  The end of Daley’s life looked no different from the beginning. He was still loyal to Bridgeport and tied to the Mob.


  MARRIED TO THE MOB


  It was a Wednesday morning, May 28, 1975. A swarm of onlookers clamored and pushed and shoved, arms extended, hands reaching out to attempt to shake hands with, congratulate, or just get a touch of Mayor Richard Daley and his wife, Eleanor “Sis” Daley, as they exited the Nativity of Our Lord Church in Bridgeport. The scene was more like a rock concert than the wedding it was. Da Mayor, stout and chubby faced, looked kingly over his subjects as he shook as many hands as he could. His wife, Sis, stared straight ahead as if in a daze of satisfaction, arms down at her sides, not shaking hands but allowing the crowd to gently touch her shoulders and arms as the mayor’s bodyguards made a way for her through the crowd.2


  Truly looking like a fat-headed penguin, the mayor’s turkey-neck flab hung slightly above the huge black-and-white-striped tie of his tuxedo. Standing off to the left was his wedding counterpart Louie Briatta, the Chicago Outfit’s Loop gambling boss and Mob enforcer. Briatta sported a huge black-and-white-striped ascot with his tux. Like the mayor, he had bodyguards. Unlike the mayor, he wasn’t smiling and shaking hands. He scowled as he looked out over the crowd as if he was surveying it for enemies—or the feds. His wife, Concetta “Tina” Guzaldo, stood strong by his side, peering up at him with the eyes of a woman madly in love with a strongman, a killer.


  In many ways, Daley and Briatta were the same men: one was the head of the Irish Mob, and the other was a top enforcer for the Italian Mob.


  But today, they were fathers at the wedding of their children: Daley’s son John was marrying Briatta’s daughter Mary Lou.


  It was strange. Nobody said anything about the mayor’s son marrying the daughter of a known Loop gambling boss who was a member of Chicago’s crime syndicate. The mayor didn’t want any publicity, and the media granted his wish.


  On December 11, 1944, Louie Briatta was arrested by the United States Marshals, charged with shipping wildfowl in interstate commerce without proper tags. In 1952, he was involved in a scandal to cheat the state out of $13 million in revenue through the use of counterfeit cigarette tax stamps. Briatta got involved with Loop gambling operations in 1956; ever since that time, he had functioned as a collector and enforcer, along with Frank “Strongy” Ferraro, for Gus Alex.


  They hung out, along with other gangsters, in a rear booth of a restaurant near City Hall.


  All of the Briattas were on the city’s payroll, and they were always involved with some corruption while on the job. Louie and his brother Michael owned a barber shop located at 1074 Polk Street. It was a popular spot for asphalt workers to hang out when they were supposed to be on their city jobs. Louie had an apartment above the shop; he never went to his city job but still got paid. Their brother Thomas, a boss in the city’s Water Management Department making $37 an hour, was taking cash bribes from Water Department employees to give them overtime assignments. At the same time, Thomas was running poker games from his truck while on duty. Louie’s son John was convicted and sent to jail for taking bribes in his capacity as dispatcher at the city’s Water Management Department. He got caught steering city trucking business to a politically connected firm.3


  [image: Richard J. Daley is connected to the Briattas in two ways. The mayor’s son John is married to Mary Lou Briatta, the daughter of reputed 1st Ward gambling boss Louie Briatta, and Louie Briatta’s son Cosmo is married to Mary Daley, a cousin of the mayor.5]

    Richard J. Daley is connected to the Briattas in two ways. The mayor’s son John is married to Mary Lou Briatta, the daughter of reputed 1st Ward gambling boss Louie Briatta, and Louie Briatta’s son Cosmo is married to Mary Daley, a cousin of the mayor.5


  The following year, Mayor Richard J. Daley died of a heart attack on December 20, 1976, having never left Bridgeport. His funeral was at McKeon’s Funeral Home, across from Nativity of Our Lord Church. The police blocked off Hamburg Parish. It was the Christmas holiday season when he died, so the neighborhood was ablaze with dazzlingly lit Christmas trees in every bungalow window. But the parish was depressed. The Christmas party at Nativity of Our Lord was canceled, and instead, about three hundred parishioners gathered to say the Rosary and attend a special prayer service.6 The 11th Ward Democratic organization headquarters were locked up in honor of the first son of Bridgeport. Only a handful of people sat drinking in Schaller’s Pump.7


  To a lot of people, Richard J. Daley was the epitome of what it meant to be a Chicagoan. He was a strong man, a family man, a devout Irish Catholic, unwavering, and deep-rooted in his neighborhood. Most of all, he was loyal to his gang, the Hamburgs. He was a Boss, he stood up for their way of life against threats from outsiders, and he protected the neighborhood. He made the city work, too. He developed Chicago, built skyscrapers, rerouted highways, and paved the way for an expanding downtown. This all established his greatness for generations. He saved his neighborhood, Hamburg Parish.


  But Daley would also be remembered by millions of others who saw in his life what America really was. They viewed him as a racist. He was viewed as the master of a corrupt political system, a segregationist, power-thirsty and bigoted, who ruled in the name of some groups and at the expense of others. They saw him as someone who had built a city founded on unfairness and who was deaf to calls for change. Chicago and the world would forever debate Daley’s life and legacy, but his friends and neighbors in Bridgeport had already decided. Father Graham spoke for them when he welcomed Daley home: “May God rest this man’s beautiful soul.”8


  THE DISCIPLES, DAVID’S LEGACY


  As I stand on the corner of 65th and Stewart, the place where the Devil’s Disciples got their start, I can still hear the sound of the L train clanging and banging off in the distance. But the hustle and bustle is no longer there. Neither is the slight smell of skunky weed and cheap wine I remember so well. It is all gone, along with most of the storefronts, apartment buildings, and two-flats that used to be there. Now, except for a passing L train here and there, the place is silent, practically disappeared.


  The Black folks of St. Bernard Parish are no more.


  Back in David and the Devil’s Disciples’ days, there were one hundred thousand Black people living in Englewood; today there are only twenty-two thousand left. The place is being gentrified. Investment bankers and land developers conspire with Black elected officials—mayors, aldermen, state representatives—to move poor Black people off their land so high-earning professionals can live near their colleagues and close by “where the action is” in refurbished—what they warmly call “charming”—spaces near the city center. David and the Devil’s Disciples got in their way; something had to give, and it wasn’t the Starbucks and Whole Foods army. Starbucks and Whole Foods now sit on the corner of 63rd and Halsted where David and his community, and Black people from all over Chicago, once shopped in the largest shopping district outside of downtown. It’s all gone now.


  David’s house is demolished. Larry’s house is gone. The Big House, the Disciples’ headquarters on 60th and Halsted, is gone. Their 444 West 63rd Street offices were demolished and replaced with a parking lot for a seniors building. Redeemer Lutheran Church—the limestone Gothic-style structure built in the 1920s where the Disciples once held community meetings—was purchased by Bobby Rush and restyled as the Beloved Community Church of God in Christ. Rush defaulted on the loan. It still sits there like a huge monstrosity of a cathedral bombed out in World War I. A judge garnished Rush’s $174,000 wages to pay back the $1 million he owes on the delinquent loan.


  Barack Obama can owe much of his success running for political office to the Gangster Disciples. The only election Obama ever lost was to Bobby Rush for Congress. Bobby Rush crushed Obama because the Gangster Disciples supported Rush, who was a former Black Panther with ties to the Black Disciples. Rush never abandoned his Disciple comrades. To this day, he has always been a champion for the release and welfare of their leader, Larry Hoover.


  LAMRON


  But the legacy of David’s Black Disciples is still kept alive, and even growing, thanks to the emergence of today’s drill rap music scene. Drill music is a derivation of the 1990s gangsta rap music subgenre defined by its grim, violent lyrical content and trap-influenced beats. It was started in Chicago in the 2010s and has progressed into the mainstream music scene with the popularity of drill rappers like Chief Keef, King Von (deceased), Lil Durk, Lil Reese, Fredo Santana (deceased), Katie Got Bandz, and others. Many of the first, most prominent drill rappers are Black Disciples.


  One of the main hangout spots for the Black Disciples, back in the day and today, is the area around 64th and Normal. Bro Man, the first Disciple to get shot, still lives in the area. Some of the young Black Disciples in the area have intergenerational family ties to Bro Man and the original Black Disciples. Chief Keef, America’s first drill rapper, has popularized the area around 64th and Normal by mentioning it in his music. Keef calls it Lamron—Normal spelled backward. Unlike other forms of gangsta rap, drill music prides itself on rapping about street life with extra emphasis placed on violence.


  Chief Keef’s 2012 breakout single “I Don’t Like” blasted as the walls of the small apartment shook. Thick smoke from marijuana-filled cigars called blunts hung over the heads of the fifteen to twenty young Black males crammed into the living room, their eyes barely open, jumping and hollering in unison:


  A fuck nigga, that’s that shit I don’t like


  A snitch nigga, that’s that shit I don’t like, nah


  A bitch nigga, that’s that shit I don’t like, nah


  Sneak dissers, that’s that shit I don’t like


  Don’t like, like, don’t like, like


  A snitch nigga, that’s that shit I don’t like, nah


  Don’t like, like, don’t like, like


  A bitch nigga, that’s that shit I don’t like, nah


  They never missed a word, never missed a beat, as they recited the lyrics of the drill rap song like a battlefield war cry. Their dread heads bobbed wildly up and down. Their guns flashed, pointed directly into the camera, as they threw hand gestures that signified their gang affiliation. All the while, they hurled insults at their opps (rivals). Their shirtless black bodies crashed into one another as they fought for the attention of the YouTube audience. Chief Keef’s “I Don’t Like” YouTube video has gotten hundreds of millions of views and he has gotten rich.


  The drill rap artists and their lifestyle drive the old timers crazy. This new music and lifestyle go against everything the old timers believe in. The original Disciples promoted “silence and secrecy” as it related to anything to do with their street activities. The drill rap music scene, now the most popular form of rap music in America today, is the direct opposite of “silence and secrecy.” It’s loud, brashly promoting street activities.


  The drill music scene is the legacy of the Black Disciples.


  The wonderful things the Devil’s Disciples were doing were indeed extraordinary, but at the same time they were contributing to the downfall of the community as well. Scores of young Black males were being hurt or killed in the gang warfare between the Disciples and their chief rivals, the Blackstone Rangers, and other gangs. By the mid-1960s, there were ten thousand gang members in Englewood alone. From 1965 to 1969, more than 290 individuals were killed in gang-related crimes. In 1967, the worst year of gang violence, more than 150 people were murdered by Chicago gangs, according to the city’s report on organized youth crime in Chicago.9 Twelve boys were killed and forty-two others were wounded in gang shootings in the first two weeks of the 1968 school year.10 In both 1967 and 1968 nearly 30 percent of those charged with murder were under the age of twenty-one. The problem persisted into the early 1970s. Over a short nine-day period, twenty individuals were killed and fifty-six wounded in shootings from June 25 to July 4 in the summer of 1972.11 Crime had sent thousands to the Illinois Youth Commission and the Audy Home, where they learned how to be better criminals before being unleashed back onto the streets of Englewood to escalate the cycle of crime and violence.


  But the worst had yet to come, although these revelations developed rather slowly. Parasites, adult opportunists with agendas, began to move in among the beautiful things the young Disciples had created. Too young and naive to see what was happening, the Disciples got hustled by adult poverty pimps. Everything became about getting money. The young men who had been drawn to the Disciples to be part of something positive in their communities began to be pushed out and replaced by older men who saw the power in the Disciples’ numbers as an opportunity gain personal wealth and political power. Only after David realized that he and his fellow Disciples were being used as a tool to shake down the city and businesses did he try to steer the Disciples back on course. But it was too late. The Black Disciples had been severely crippled, and with that they became vulnerable to the new scourge: heroin. Some of the more ambitious Disciples began to sell it. Some who were the most susceptible began to use it. The rational explanation laid blame on the Superfly era, a popular cultural phenomenon that swept through the Black ghettos of America. It played out in the late 1960s and early 1970s in the Black film industry glorifying the heroin trade and pimp culture. The Disciples at this time were targeted by the mayor’s new Gang Intelligence Unit, not for their criminal activities, but for their political ones. As time passed, however, the last vestiges of support the Black Disciples once got from Black community leaders had all but disappeared. Totally isolated, the Disciples began to fully embrace being gangsters. No longer were they interested in improving the community. That’s when truly bad things began to happen.


  For the wise, the assassination of Black Panther Party chairman Fred Hampton, shot to death in a police raid on the West Side of Chicago in 1969, offered an omen of what was to come.


  Laverne Longstreet went on to become a pimp. He was known as LaRod, the Pimp God.


  O.G. got a job working for the State of Illinois and retired.


  After Nick Dorenzo snitched on the Disciples to the Gang Intelligence Unit, he did the same with the feds. Senator John McClellan, a powerful Arkansas Democrat, chaired a subcommittee tasked to investigate whether federal Job Training Program money financed criminal activity by Chicago street gangs. In 1973, Nick testified to the subcommittee and told that the Disciples spent their time in class reading funny books and playing cards. He said rolling dice was a favorite pasttime around payday. He went on to say sex and marijuana parties were financed by the money the Disciples got from the Job Training Program funds.12 No one knows what came of Nick Dorenzo. The rumor is that he was beaten to death, but that can’t be verified.


  Goo and Cowboy went to jail; they’re out now and doing well.


  Clifford Curry and the Notations, who started at Parker High School, went on to have a successful music career. Their first million-dollar seller was a song produced by Syl Johnson titled “I’m Still Here.”


  Kilroy died like he lived: He was shot and killed trying to rob two of the biggest drug dealers on the West Side, Rabbit and CW. Kilroy always said he wanted to die with his guns barking, and he got his wish.


  Pluto was killed in the early 1970s by a drunk driver who slammed into him as he was riding his bike on the corner of 74th and Halsted. The car ran him over, crushing him and breaking every bone in his body. He died in Goo’s arms.


  Michael Shane ended up being very close to Reverend Jesse Jackson. He also was very close with Jackson’s half-brother, Noah Robinson.


  Charles Fairchild, the last spokesman of the Black Gangster Disciple Nation, became a big-time pastor of a church in Waukegan, Illinois, with an all-white congregation. They knew of his past background of being a gang member, prisoner, and pimp.


  In 1971, Anna Langford became the first woman elected to the Chicago City Council. Although she was defeated for reelection in 1975, she later returned to serve two additional terms from 1983, the year she retired from practicing law, until 1991, when she retired from the city council.


  Anna Langford passed away on September 17, 2008, at the age of ninety.


  Fred Hampton was assassinated by the Chicago police on December 4, 1969.


  In 2005, James Bevel was accused of incest by one of his daughters and abuse by three others. He was convicted and sentenced to fifteen years in prison. He died three years later.


  Bobby Rush eventually became the alderman of Englewood and then congressman. He has held that position for twenty-five long years. Interestingly, in his later years, Congressman Rush became an ordained minister. In 2005, he purchased Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Englewood, the same church in which the Disciples were accused of holding two hundred boys hostage during a gang recruiting drive. Unfortunately, the congressman-turned-pastor was ordered by a judge to give up 15 percent of his congressional salary to repay the more than $1 million he owes on a delinquent bank loan he made on the now-shuttered church.13


  Old Timer is still around. He makes all the Disciples’ annual summertime reunions in Ogden Park, a park whites attacked Blacks for coming to seventy years ago. Hundreds of Disciples show up on this day to barbeque and listen to music that’s a perfect blend of the old dusties (their favorite songs from back in the day) and the drill rap music made popular by today’s generation of Black Disciples. These annual Disciples’ picnics are a time for the elder Disciples to tell war stories of yesteryear and talk shit about the good and bad ol’ days.


  Old Timer is a celebrity at these events. Everyone wants to take pictures with him.


  [image: Disciples’ Annual Picnic (2019). Old Timer, 2nd Row, 3rd from Left w/ Arm Around O.G., Cowboy (Kneeling), 1st Row, 1st from Right. Courtesy of Cowboy]
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  The police are taking pictures too. They use the photos in their ongoing investigations of gangs. The police say these picnics are evidence that the gang still exists as an ongoing criminal enterprise even though the picnic looks like one gigantic senior citizen festival.


  Ike Taylor caught a case in 1971 and spent twelve years in prison. While in prison Ike became a codefendant along with Larry Hoover and fifteen other inmates who were charged with three counts of first-degree capital murder in the fallout from a 1978 riot that occurred in the Pontiac State Prison that left three correctional officers dead and dozens hospitalized. The incident became known as the Pontiac 17 Case because a total of seventeen inmates were charged. The state wanted the death penalty. The defendants all beat the rap. Later, Ike became co-chair of the Gangster Disciples, where he became the architect of the Gangster Disciples’ Growth and Development Movement and most of the Gangster Disciples’ literature that still stands today. The Growth and Development Movement served as the foundation for the political movement 21st Century VOTE.


  Ike is still around. He lives in a seniors building on 64th and Stewart, one block from where the Disciples started. He’s a legend in the streets and still holds court on the South and West Sides of the city.


  Larry, on the other hand, is still locked up. He’s been in prison since the age of twenty-one, when he was convicted of murdering William “Pookie” Young and sentenced to 150–200 years. While he was in prison for murder, on August 22, 1995, the feds indicted Larry for drug conspiracy, extortion, and continuing to engage in a criminal enterprise. They said he was running a drug ring from prison. He was found guilty. Now in his seventies, he’s serving a life sentence at the United States Penitentiary Administrative Supermax Prison in Florence, Colorado.


  Many believe the emerging political power and activism of 21st Century VOTE, a movement Larry started while incarcerated to get the Gangster Disciples involved in Chicago electoral politics, caused the feds to indict Larry. Through 21st Century VOTE, in the summer of 1993, ten thousand people, mostly Gangster Disciples, marched on City Hall and surrounded it in protest of the failing Chicago Public Schools.


  The feds wanted to make sure Larry never made it back home to lead the movement from the streets.


  On September 2, 1974, David Barksdale was rushed to Little Company of Mary Hospital and pronounced dead at 12:10 p.m. The cause of death was kidney failure. King David was only twenty-seven years old.14


  The jockeying for David’s spot started in the parking lot at his funeral. Ronny “Bowlegs” Cox lit a spliff, saying, “From one King to another.” Pookie Slim took exception to Bowlegs’s insinuation that he would be the next king. Richie Yarbrough, Bowlegs’s bodyguard, fired shots to back Pookie Slim up off of Bowlegs.15


  With David Barksdale dead and Larry Hoover sentenced to 150 to 200 years in prison, the Black Gangster Disciple Nation ended its first era.


  Its second era would begin behind the walls of the Illinois Department of Corrections, where it would split into two separate gangs: the Black Disciple Nation, whose members still honor David Barksdale as their first king, and the Gangster Disciple Nation, America’s largest Black street gang, with over twenty-five thousand members at its height, led by Larry Hoover.





  NOTES AND SOURCES


  I was born and raised in Chicago during the height of the civil rights and Black Power movements. Between the mid-1960s and the early 1970s, a quickening for social, political, and cultural transformation was occurring throughout inner-city America. When I was a boy, I was intensely impressed by two things: the Black nationalist movement that called for Black Power and Black street organizations, or street gangs. The tension between these two phenomena, although a strange combination, led me to my life’s work.


  My earliest and fondest memories are of hanging out with my father, who was a reformed street gang member hired by the YMCA to do outreach work with some of Chicago’s toughest youth groups and their leaders. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, I used to tag along with him while he did his community outreach work with these street organizations. Most of his work involved mediating disputes between the groups, touching base with their leaders, and taking groups of gang members and their associates on outings. Some of what I learned about the Black Disciples came from firsthand experience by being on the scene. These were not all-day, everyday experiences, but I spent a significant amount of time growing up hanging around these groups and their members, and attending in some of their activities, events, and happenings over the years, especially during the summer months when I was out of school. As a kid I spent a lot of time in the Youth Action Centers with the East Side Disciples and Blackstone Rangers.


  I was there when LSD organized and marched on construction sites. I witnessed, firsthand, the 1968 riots after Dr. King’s assassination. I was with my father the nights of the riots when the Disciples and the Blackstone Rangers patrolled the streets of Englewood and Woodlawn to stop rioters and looters from destroying the neighborhood. I was in the room when the Disciples and the Blackstone Rangers negotiated truces. I personally knew Jeff Fort and Bull Hairston, the leaders of the Blackstone Rangers. I grew up with Boonie Black, the leader of the Black Gangsters, New Breeds. My father and Boonie were lifelong friends from childhood. The Dell-Vikings and Ebony Vice Lords were the groups my father worked with most closely. Kalo and Norvell, leaders of the Dell-Vikings, and David Clay, king of the Ebony Vice Lords, were like big brothers to me.


  But my knowledge of the Black Disciples goes beyond personal experience.


  By far, the most important person in helping me write this book was my wife of thirty years, Kandase. She has a master of science in historic preservation from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Kandase’s master’s thesis research on Bronzeville served as the foundation for the early chapters of this book. Moreover, she was born and raised in Englewood. She lived in Englewood Terrace, an apartment complex right across the street from David Barksdale’s childhood family home on 64th and Union. I relied heavily on Kandase’s knowledge of the neighborhood as I was doing the background research to write this book.


  There is an abundance of information about the Disciples that I was able to acquire through in-depth interviews and focus groups. I conducted more than one hundred in-depth interviews that allowed me the opportunity to explore the contextual nature of meanings and interpretations that otherwise would be impossible to know any other way. I used focus groups in combination with in-depth interviews to enhance the understanding I got from the interviews. A focus group is a relatively small number of people, about six to eight, that enables in-depth discussions, facilitating interaction within the group; thus, participants are able to talk to each other, rather than individually answering my questions. I conducted close to thirty focus groups.


  I conducted the in-depth interviews and focus groups with individuals who were with the Disciples from before day one. Fortunately, some of those individuals are still living. Because of my father’s relationship with the streets, I was able to establish a rapport with key individuals to make them feel comfortable, which allowed me to generate more insightful responses—especially regarding sensitive topics. One of those key individuals is Cliff Curry. My friend John Walker, who knew I was working on writing a book on the Disciples, introduced me to a group of original Disciples at the funeral of Hal Baskins, a prominent Disciple who became a community activist. In that group was Cliff, Blue Monday, Swan, Cowboy, and a few others. Cliff took a special interest in my project and made it his business to make sure I talked to all the key people. Cliff helped me arrange interviews and focus groups. He made the most important connection, introducing me to O.G., David’s best friend from childhood, who became the first spokesman for the Black Disciples. O.G. sat with me for hundreds of hours of one-on-one interviews and discussions about the Disciples. O.G. also helped me identify other Disciples to talk to and participated in the multitude of focus groups I conducted with Black Disciples like Goo and Cowboy who are still around from the 1960s.


  Another key person is Charlie Parker, the first son of the Black Disciples. David took Charlie in when his was a little boy and raised him as if he was his own son. Charlie was an invaluable resource because he knew David as a son would know his father. Charlie has the memory of an African Griot. He attributes this to spending thirty years in the penitentiary, most of it in solitary confinement, where, he said, he had nothing but his childhood memories to think about. It’s as if he can remember conversations verbatim and possesses flawless accountings of events that happened in David’s life.


  David’s family members were extremely valuable to me in conducting my research. David left a collection of writings best described as notes, which his family made available to me. In these notes, I found an open letter David wrote called “The Disciples Story.” I spent a good many excruciating hours trying to decipher notes David had scribbled on small pieces of paper that his sister Derotha had saved. David was a man obsessed with lists. He wrote lists of everything: his favorite songs of the time, his favorite movies, lists of friends and enemies. He liked to write down his outfits, piece by piece. David’s oldest brother, JD, told me many stories about the Barksdale family and their journey from Mississippi to Chicago. He gave vivid accounts of David’s early life not only in Mississippi but in Bronzeville and Englewood. David was very close with his brother Frank and sisters Derotha, Billie, and Adell, who all were part of the Black Disciples. They were extremely valuable in helping me piece together the story of the Disciples. Another family member who was very helpful to me in my research on David and Daley was Randy Evans. Randy is David’s nephew, the son of David’s oldest sister, Malinda. Randy is a renowned researcher and bibliophile in Chicago’s Black community. Randy provided me with a wealth of archives on the Barksdale family. He also provided me with a wealth of information on Daley and his political policies.


  I found a treasure trove of information on the Black Disciples in archives of the Chicago Police Department. It would have been impossible to tell the Disciples’ side of the story without getting access to Chicago Police Department records on the Disciples, especially the Gang Intelligence Unit investigative files on Black street gangs. I was able to get them through a friendly contact within the Chicago Police Department. Although there were a lot of exaggerated accusations and blatant misrepresentations commonly made in police records and investigations, I found the subject matter of the investigations, suspect and victim names, dates, and times of “crimes” to be helpful. With this information I was able to corroborate what the police had to say with what the Disciples and their associates had to say about the incidents. Armed with both sides of the story, along with my personal and professional experiences, the credibility of my findings was strengthened because of cross-corroboration.


  A wealth of information exists about Mayor Richard J. Daley in the beautifully run Richard J. Daley Collection archives at the Daley Family Collections at the University of Illinois at Chicago’s Special Collections and University Archives. The Richard J. Daley Collection contains materials documenting the political career and personal life of Richard J. Daley; however, it is apparent that it goes out of its way to exclude the blatant racist policies, beliefs, and criminal ties Daley possessed.


  Through the federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) I was able to secure the three hundred pages of Daley’s FBI files. These raw files were valuable in helping me to uncover the mayor’s ties to his organized crime point man, “Outfit guy” Thomas Munizzo (Democratic precinct captain) and legendary Mob boss Sam Giancana. Daley repeatedly denied even the existence of a crime system, often saying, “Syndicate? What crime syndicate? We don’t have those in Chicago.” The FBI files proved that Daley was lying through his teeth.


  To explore the not-so-flattering aspects of Daley’s life, you have to go elsewhere. I had to mine the dozens of books about Daley, Chicago, the civil rights and Black Power movements, and Chicago Black street gangs. Several proved consistently valuable: American Pharaoh: Mayor Richard J. Daley: His Battle for Chicago and the Nation by Adam Cohen and Elizabeth Taylor (2000), Boss: Richard J. Daley of Chicago by Mike Royko (1971), and We Don’t Want Nobody Sent: An Oral History of the Daley Years by Milton L. Rakove (1979). One book in particular, Chicago: A Biography, by Dominic A. Pacyga (2009), became an invaluable companion in my journey through old Chicago. Of course, the previous research I had done in writing the book coauthored with Natalie Moore, The Almighty Black P Stone Nation: The Rise, Fall, and Resurgence of an American Gang (2011), was very helpful.


  I had to spend years wrestling with too many (not all) rude librarians who appeared to hate their jobs, especially in the Municipal Reference Collection at Chicago’s Harold Washington Library (Chicago Public Library). The attitudes of some of the librarians made my research in that area of the library miserable. Despite the lack of professionalism in the Municipal Reference Collection at Chicago’s Harold Washington Library, I was able to get the city ordinances, statistics, and government and historical community area demographics of Chicago neighborhoods that I needed to write this book. There I found all the Chicago Plan files that detailed the mayor’s interaction with Dr. King, SCLC, and the Chicago Freedom Movement.


  I also spent a significant amount of time in the Vivian G. Harsh Research Collection at the Chicago Woodson Regional Library. The Chicago Public Library says it’s the largest African American history and literature collection in the Midwest. That may well be the case, but I always found it very difficult to get basic information. There’s no way you can complete a thorough archival and literature review on a topic with a strong focus on Chicago without going to the Vivian G. Harsh Research Collection at Woodson, but to me, it made my research efforts very uncomfortable.


  Last, but not least, I relied heavily on the Chicago Defender and the Chicago Tribune historical archives, as well as the Chicago Daily News and Chicago Sun-Times, among others.


  I did not use research assistants or students to collect information for me. I did it all myself. Moreover, because information provided by individuals about things that happened in the past, like stand-alone statements, are not to be blindly trusted, I used qualitative techniques, in particular an ethno-graphic/focused-interview process, to determine the likelihood of things that happened with the Black Disciples. I formulated my opinion based on information I collected from three ethnographic techniques: (a) in-depth interviews, (b) professional observations/experience, and (c) archival research. My research design utilized three data collection methods known as triangulation. Employing these methods, both information and methodological triangulation, strengthens the credibility of my findings. To me, my work is similar to a detective’s solving a crime. There are always huge finds on such journeys, like when you come across a document or information that changes the way you see the world. On this journey, there were several of these moments, but the most significant one was “The Disciples Story,” written by David Barksdale. In his writing, he complained about police brutality fifty years before the Black Lives Matter movement. He expressed the feelings of anger and hostility young Black males feel toward their communities and even their own families for being unprotected, exploited, and rejected. Fifty years later, these are the same sentiments of many young Black males who live in the inner city. I went out of my way to not be too academic in my writing. I do reference all direct quotes and cite provocative material, but I don’t include citations for information that most people acknowledge as truth. The following footnotes are like a road map that, if used by anybody, should lead you to the same place I arrived.
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